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Brown attacks critics of reform 

Labour ‘true 
defender of 
welfare state’ 

By Philip Webster, political editor 

GORDON BROWN last which a letter to him from never flinched from difficult 
night went on the offensive David Blunkett opposing pro- decisions and would not do so 
against critics of Labour’s posals to alter disability bene- now; he recalled that as Shad- 
welfare shake-up. declaring fits gave the first sign of a ow Chancellor he had first 
that the “true defenders of the serious Cabinet split on the been criticised for his plan to 
welfare stare are those who are issue, Mr Brown tackled head- prevent young people taking 
prepared to reform it". on the fears of the Left and benefit if they refused all the 

The Chancellor of the Ex- welfare campaigners that the options available under the 
chequer told Old Labour op- needy could be hit in the wrifare-to-work scheme but it 
ponents fighting to derail the general search for reductions was now accepted in the party, 
biggest reform in 50 years that in the E100 billion a year The Chancellor denied sug- 

the “war against poverty in sorial security budget gestions that the Prime Minis- 

Britaincanonlybewonbythe He said: "The reform of ter's decision to take overall 
modernisers". welfare is based on principle, control of the review was a 

In an interview with The It is not cuts-driven; it is not slight to him. He had been 
Times, Mr Brown also sought economy-inspired. It is in- keen on the most comprehen- 
ro reassure his party at all sive review of welfare and did 

levels, including the Cabinet not think it could have been 

that the review- would be fi Tbe war against done any other way. 

carried out in a sensitive way. ® He then issued his battle cry 

It was not he said, being poverty can only for reform in a way that 
driven by the need to make i wnri suggested he accepts the view 

cuts but to improve the system won Dy of many politicians and oom- 

by providing more opportimi- fV, P mndemi1 mentators that only a Labour 

ty to work and more security _ Government with a thumping 

for those who could not do a majority could ever carry out a 

job. It would not be an spired by the need to have a true reform of the welfare 
"indiscriminate slash-and- modem system that meets the state, 
bum exercise”. needs of people and provides He said: “The war on paver- 

He told critics there would the opportunities to them that ty. which is what we are 
be no backing down. Recent they need." fighting, was never won in the 

revolts, he suggested, con- He added: "This is the past by the old methods. The 
firmed that some people took biggest reform for 50 years. It war on poverty can only be 
time to get used ip the idea that is something we approach won by the modernisers, pre- 
“defending the status quo is with proper sensitivity to the pared to look at how policies 
not the best way forward”. needs of those people who are have failed in the past and 
The day after Tony Blair dependent on the welfare how new approaches are 
made plain that he was taking state. To say that it is an needed to look at the overall 
overall charge of a process indiscriminate slash-and- use of resources, prepared to 
fo thai could make or break his bum exercise is completely generate an anti-poverty strat- 
t Government. Mr Brown was wrong. This is inspired by foe egy that tackles foe causes of 
uncompromising on foe need need to restore the welfare poverty, which indudes' un- 
for change, insisted that there state to its original purpose of employment and lack of skills, 
was a will for it m foe party, opportunity and security for and prepared to look compre- 
and claimed that when foe all on the basis that foe true hensively — not in a piecemeal 
minutes of Cabinet discus- defenders of foe welfare state way — at how we can help 
sions were revealed they are those that are prepared to Continued on page 2. col 3 

would show unanimity for make the reforms that are - 

reform. necessary." Lib-Dem proposals, page 16 

But after a weekend in Mr Brown said that he had Letters, page 17 




Protesters at the gates of Downing Street yesterday. They said that the Government saw them as “soft targets". A dozen were arrested, but later released 


Downing St protest ends in arrests 

ByTim Jones Chanting slogans saying Mr Blair that following foe weekend leaks. Mr 

should be ashamed of himself, the 20 Blair has not denied foe cuts are going to 
TWELVE severely disabled people pro- people who took part in the protest happen. I have people on the telephone to 
testing against possible cuts in benefits promised that this was just the beginning me who are in tears and Threatening 
were arrested yesterday after they spat- of a huge protest against benefit cuts. A suicide." 

tered Downing Street with red paint few of them eased themselves from their Stisanne Bull, 27. a charity worker who 
handcuffed themselves to the gaies and wheelchairs and rolled in foe paint, has spina bifida, said: “Without my 
accused Tony Blair of treating them as Others who handcuffed themselves to foe mobility allowance I would be trapped in 
easy targets. gates vowed that although they had my house and have to claim ail foe 

The 12 were released after receiving always voted Labour, they would never benefits, costing the Government much 
formal warnings. do so again. Police . who halted traffic in more." 

Some of foe demonstrators were hand- Whitehall for a few minutes, used bolt Kevin Donneilon, 35, from Liverpool, a 
ed begging bowls by foe Disabled cutters to remove them. Mr Blair was not thalidomide victim, said: “I feel foe 
People's Direct Action Network, which at Downing Street during the protest. He Government is picking on us as soft 
organised foe protest and claimed foe was touring a factory in his constituency targets, bur we are not going to give up 
paint symbolised the blood that foe Prime of Sedgefield, County Durham. without a huge fight." 

Minister was "sucking out" of their Rachel Hurst, chairwoman of the lobby- 

"hopes, dreams and dignity". group Rights Now, said: “It is frightening Conrad Russell, page 16 



Spurs welcome 
back Klinsmann 

Jurgen KKnsmann. who left 
ToCepham Hotspur in acri¬ 
monious . circumstances 2h 
years ago, yesterday returned 
ftbtp. the Italian dub 
Sazo^doria. on a loan deal. 
Tottenham are languishing 
third from bottom of the 
Premiership, with only five 
wins from 19 games so far this 
season_Page 40 

Delia’s stake 

Delia Smith, foe cookery writ¬ 
er, and her husband Michael 
Wynn Jones, the publisher, 
have bought foe majority 
shareholding in Norwich City 
football dub_Page 5 
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Beef farmers urged to quit 
after £85m emergency deal 

By Andrew Pierce and Michael Hornsby 


A1 Fayed nearer to 
British citizenship 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


THE Government paved foe 
way yesterday for many beef 
farmers to leave foe land in a 
radical restructuring of foe 
industry as it announced a 
one-off £85 million emergency 
package. 

Dr Jack Cunningham, foe 
Agriculture Minister, who 
confirmed that there would be 
a year-long inquiry into foe 
BSE crisis, emphasised that a 
drastic reduction in the size of 
the business was essential and 
said farmers should prepare 
for root and branch restruc¬ 
turing. 

The minister served notice 
on beef farmers that foe days 
of heavy government subsi¬ 
dies were over. The new 
priority was to reduce the size 
of foe industry by luring 
farmers off foe land through 
measures such as retirement 
schemes partly funded by foe 
European Union. 

He said that last year, £2 
billion had been paid to foe 
beef industry and a further 
£1.4 billion was being spent in 
foe current financial year be¬ 


fore foe £85 million was taken 
into account 

“These are very large sums 
indeed. They cannot be main¬ 
tained indefinitely." he said. 
Referring to foe £85 million, he 
said: “I must emphasise that 
these payments are exception¬ 
al and orHMjff." 

Dr Cunningham said the 
long-awaited inquiry would 
be chaired by Lord Justice 
Phillips and take a year, it 
wili encompass Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease, foe human 
form of BSE. which has cost 
foe lives of more than 20 
people. The Tories, who prom¬ 
ised to co-operate with foe 
investigation, said it was a gift 
to other EU states, who did not 
want foe ban cm British beef 
lifted. 

While the National Farm¬ 
ers* Union welcomed the £85 
million as a “lifeline" for hard- 
pressed beef fanners, Dr Cun¬ 
ningham said they had to face 
a new reality: there was an 
oversupply of beef throughout 
Europe and a long term 
decline in consumption. Sub¬ 


stantial restructuring wasjfte- 

quired. It pad to hjgin 
immediately. m 

“In foe interests of con&fp. 
ers. taxpayers, foe J^yon- 
menr, and : not ie;jF ipe 
farmers therr- se ' vt f s ’ 'jff.iust 
reform the so 

that it beconte* ec ®s3nically 
and en\iroru 1 *2g& , igw sustain¬ 
able. Our htrf^icrm aim 
should be to redT&e foe scale of 
subsidy to producers." 

Ministers were planning 
early consultations with the 
farming industry to achieve 
foe reduction. They would 
explore whether the EU's ear¬ 
ly retirement sdieme and oth¬ 
er structural measures could 
play a pan. 

Dr Cunningham said that 
foe £85 million, which the 
Tories dismissed as "Scrooge- 
like", included £60 million 
from the EU to offset foe 
effects of sterling revaluations 
and poor sales. Most of the 
benefit would gu to some 
00,000 hill farmers who have 
been hardest hit. The remain- 

continued on page 2. col 4 


MOHAMED AL FAYED, the 
chairman of Harrods. was 
hopeful lasr night of achieving 
his ambition of becoming a 
British citizen after foe Gov¬ 
ernment said his application 
would be reconsidered. 

Jack Straw told MPs that 
the Government was aban¬ 
doning its challenge to a Court 
of Appeal ruling that the 
Conservative Government 
had unlawfully rejected citi¬ 
zenship applications by Mr Al 
Fayed and Air Fayed, his 
brother. The Home Secretary 
told MPs in a written Com¬ 
mons answer that he would 
now consider foe Egyptian- 
born brothers' requests for 
naturalisation “on their mer¬ 
its". He also said that in future 
all applicants for citizenship 
would be told the reasons for 
their refusal if they were 
rejected. In 19%. about 43.000 
people were given citizenship 
and 5,000 were rejected. 

Mr Al Fayed hopes foar he 
is on the verge of winning his 
long struggle ro get British 
citizenship. He said that he 
welcomed Mr Straw's an¬ 


nouncement and was confi¬ 
dent that his claim and his 
brother's would get a fair 
hearing. “I love this country 
and I am confident that the 
Home Secretary will consider 
our citizenship applications 
with fairness," Mr Al Fayed 
said in a statement issued 
from his Harrods store in 
KnighLsbridge. He added: "I 
am grateful to him and I am 
sure many other people will 
feel foe same." 

He said that Mr Straws 
announcement was important 
for very many people who had 
applications for naturalisation 
rejected but who were not 
given reasons for the rejection. 

Home Office sources said 
that it would be months rather 
than weeks before Mr Straw 
reached a decision on the 
applications. 

Mr Al Fayed's anger at his 
failure to gain citizenship 
under the Conservatives fu¬ 
elled his feud with foe Tory 
Party and culminated in the 
cash*-for-ques tions affair. 

Man in the News, page 2 


Retired miners face cut in free coal allowance 



By Paul Wilkinson 

THOUSANDS of retired miners and 
their widows face a cut in the amount 
of free coal they are entitled to receive, 
breaking a promise made to them at 
the lime of privatisation- 
About 200,000 people receive foe 
benefit, worth up to E500 a year, which 
was negotiated as part of pay settle¬ 
ments many years ago. Working 
miners receive up to five , tonnes, 
others receive around three tonnes. 

The allocation is based on the price 
of top-quality British coal but foe 


Government has said it wants to 
change that to less expensive coal, 
much of which is imported from 
Korea and China. For those who 
cannot obtain the cheaper coai it will 
mean less fuel Peter McNestry, the 
national secretary of Nacods, the pit 
deputies union, believes a recalcula¬ 
tion could cost pensioners and widows 
up to £150 a year. 

The move is expected to spark a 
fresh confrontation between miners 
and the Government when it is 
discussed by both sides at the Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry next 


month. It could also lead to a court 
challenge on the legality of breaking 
the pledge given by Tim Eggar, the 
minister responsible for the coai 
industry in the last Government. 

The DTI has told miners’ leaders 
that coal entitlements are to be 
"rebalanced" to keep in line with 
European law. John Battle, foe 
Energy Minister, said that there was 
“an urgent need" to have new arrange¬ 
ments in place by April. 

Mr McNesfay said: "This will hit 
people very hard. Some old people 
depend on it to get through the winter. 


There is a perception that this is free 
coal. It isn’t Miners gave up pay 
increases to get this benefit" 

He said Mr Eggar, the Conservative 
Energy Minister, had given a pledge 
that the Government would safeguard 
the concessionary fuel entitlements of 
British Coal. 

Pat Camgher. the general secretary 
of the British Association of Colliery’ 
Management said: “Thus is clearly an 
attempt to save money despite an 
agreement with the last Government" 

Scargill disqualified, page 6 
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A victory for gloom over comfort and joy 


IT WOULD take (to misquote 
Dr Johnson) a surgical opera¬ 
tion to get tidings of comfort 
and joy"into the understand¬ 
ing of a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment. MPs gathered yester¬ 
day for their last day's pro¬ 
ceedings before Christinas, to 
question the Home Secretary. 
Jack Straw, and to remind 
each other, and Britain, what 
a wicked old world this is. 

The closest anyone came to 
seasonal jollity was when 
Bob Laxton (Lab. Derby N) 
presented Madam Speaker 
with a single, rarher manky- 
looking. Christmas stocking. 
It was empty. Apparently it 
had come from his constitu¬ 
ents. David and Mary. in 
Derby. Mr Laxton held up 
this questionable offering, 
dangling limply from one 


hand, as Betty Boothroyd did 
her best to fix her features 
into that “just what f always 
wanted" expression. 

Invited to join this first 
gesture of new Labour's Giv¬ 
ing Age, the pleasantly un¬ 
derstated junior minister 
Aiun Michael looked doubt¬ 
ful and glanced nervously at 
Miss Boothroyd. “As there is 
only one stocking. Madam 
Speller, and as it is empty. I 
assume it is to be filled by 
Father Christmas, and nor by 
Madam Speaker’s leg.. ■" He 
trailed off. 

Miss Boothroyd looked tol¬ 
erant. but faintly unamused. 
It is really not done to 
mention Madam Speaker’s 
legs, either of them, in the 
chamber. The only part of 
Madam Speaker we may 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



mention with impunity is her 
eye. which members strive 
assiduously to catch. 

The House moved to Ques¬ 
tion 3, which seemed to 
promise more. Sir Teddy 
Taylor (C, Rochford and 
Southend E) wanted to know 
about licensing hours. 

Assuming that Sir Teddy's 
seasonal wish was to add to 
the national stock of jollity, 
George Howarth. a Home 
Office junior minister, an¬ 
swered as though anticipat¬ 
ing a request for opening 
hours tn be relaxed. Mr 
Howarth may have misread 


h is own official portfolio title 
— "deregulation, drugs" — 
missed out the comma, and 
thought he was supposed to 
deregulate drugs. He said 
there was a case for longer 
hours for pubs but it must be 
balanced by the needs of 
neighbours. 

Sir Teddy, of course, is an 
anti-European of the foam- 
flecked-lips tendency. Gener¬ 
ous licensing hours are a 
continental phenomenon. 
Ergo (or. as Sir Teddy would 
not have it, dondi... well, you 
can guess. He lashed out at 
lax opening hours. There was 


“huge concern" that they 
might be extended. Why 
didn't ministers concentrate, 
on advertising “the dangers 
of alcohol"? Howarth scuttled 
for cover and agreed. 

Ian Cawsey (Lab. Brigg & 
Goole] wanted to ask about 
“staggering". To giggles, he 
explained he meant stagger¬ 
ing in the tempo ran eous 
sense: staggering hours, for 
instance, of nightclubs. We 
looked up at Mr Cawsey. mo¬ 
mentarily hopeful that this 
might be an MP with a sense 
of fun. But no. “I must point 
out." he told the chair, "that I 
have no personal interest in 
the nightclubs industry. 
Those days are long gone." 

■ Our last hope of merriment 
died when Peter Brooke (G 
Cities of London & Westmin¬ 


ster), usually a jovial soul, 
issued a gloomy complaint 
about relaxed drinking hours 
in Central London, which he 
said would spoil the metropo¬ 
lis for residents. 

MPs went on io discuss 
crime, murder, road aeri- 
dents, corruption, electronic 
tagging and identity cards. 
As this sketch departed die 
joyless scene for its own 
Christmas break, the House 
was awaiting the arrival of a 
statement on mad cow dis¬ 
ease, held up by computer 
failure. Our much-vaunted 
Year of Change, which had 
begun with statements from 
ministers on the continuing 
problems of BSE, ended in 
foe same way. Plus pa 
change, if Sir Teddy will 
forgive me. 


Hague on 
video to 
break with 
the past 

by Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


WILLIAM HAGUE has deliv¬ 
ered his Christmas broadcast 
to foe Tory’ faithful with a 
promise of the biggest shake- 
up of the party in more than 
100 years. 

The Tory leader, who was 
filmed standing next to a 
Christinas tree at Conserva¬ 
tive Central Office, talked for 
three-and-a-half minutes with¬ 
out a script to announce foe 
largest public consultation ex¬ 
ercise the party has undertak¬ 
en. The film, complete with a 
copy of his only party political 
broadcast since he became 
Tory- leader, has been sent to 
every Tory association. It has 
been dubbed William’s Christ¬ 
mas Cracker at Conservative 
Central Office. 

The three-month Listening 
to Britain campaign, which 
has echoes of a previous 
Labour exercise, will be con¬ 
ducted in town halls, com¬ 
munity centres, and village 
halls. It will be led by mem¬ 
bers of the Shadow Cabinet In 
his broadcast Mr Hague 
promises that the Tories will 
listen and not lecture, and put 
right what people thought was 
wrong with the party. 

In a break with the tradi¬ 
tional written Christmas 
message of Tory leaders Mr 
Hague recorded his video 
address shortly before his 
wedding. In it he said: “In the 
new year we are going to 
launch Listening to Britain; 
the biggest exercise we have 
ever mounted in making sure 
that our MPs are listening to. 
and in touch with, foe people 
of this country." 

The exercise is in response 
to the admission by the Tory 
leadership that foe party had 
become woefully out of touch 
with ordinary voters at the last 
election. They will consult 
with doctors, nurses, teachers 
and other organisations which 
felt alienated after 18 years of 
Tory rule. “We understand 


why we lost. People thought 
we had become arrogant that 
we had become sleazy, that we 
did not listen, and that we 
were out of touch. So we have 
to put those things right," Mr 
Hague added. 

He said that in 1998 they 
would complete the biggest 
reorganisation of the party 
since Benjamin Disraeli. “We 
are going to make it a much 
more attractive proposition to 
join foe Conservative Party. 
We are going to involve the 
members much more in our 
party. We are going to give 
them a vote in foe affairs of 
our party." he said. 

The Labour leadership 
under Neil Kinnock staged the 
"Labour Listens" campaign 
after foe Thatcher landslide 
election victory in 1987. The 
Tories deny that they have 
copied Labour. 

They maintained that they 
are anxious to consult the 
public widely as Peter Li 1 ley, 
foe Shadow chancellor, begins 
foe task of reviewing every 
policy pledge and commit¬ 
ment. It is a move which also 
has echoes of Tony Blair who 
dumped policies which he 
feared could alienate voters in 
Middle England. 

The consultation will in¬ 
volve pressure groups and 
community organisations. 
“We will talk to party activists 
as well. But we are determined 
to reach out" said a Tory 
official. 

□ Dame Shirley Porter, the 
former leader of Westminster 
City Council, should . be 
stripped of her title, foe Com¬ 
mons was told yesterday as 
Tories were urged to condemn 
her for her part in the “homes 
for votes" affair. No Conserva¬ 
tives rose at question time 
either to condemn or defend 
foe Tesco heiress who was 
confirmed by the High Court 
on Friday of being guilty of 
“wilful misconduct". 



Gordon Brown yesterday: “The welfare state in recent years has absorbed more cash but not relieved poverty" 

Brown justifies reforms 


Continued from page I 

those who need it most." He added:. 
“There will be no backing down from the 
need to modernise our welfare state. We 
will not be diverted from the need to make 
foe reforms that are necessary. For 20 
years inequalities and poverty have 
worsened in our society while social 
security resources grew." 

The test of Labours reforms would be 
whether there was more opportunity and 
less poverty in the years to come. But the 
review, he said, started not from some 
cuts-driven agenda but from the “hard 
truths" of foe failure of foe welfare state in 
recent years as it had absorbed more 
money but not relieved poverty’. 

His general message was unbending. 
For millions of people the welfare state 
was failing: 3.5 million households 
containing people of working age had no 
one earning a wage; three* million 
children were being brought up in 
workless households. It was hardly 


surprising that child poverty had risen 
dramaticaUy.The welfare state is failing 
millions of people who depend upon it 
and at the same time millions who 
contribute towards it" 

Labour would not realise the 1945 
Beveridge principles — opportunity and 
security for all — without making major 
reforms that tackled the causes of poverty. 

It was pressing ahead with foe welfare- 
to-work programme to pnable those who 
could work to have work "We are moving, 
ahead with reforms that will make worlq 
pay. We will not be do’erred from ov 
determination to ensure’ that we have 
better system to reward v^ork through th 
tax and benefit system sfi that we movJ 
from a society where large numbers c] 
people believe they are better off out 
work, even though they jjire in poverty, 
a system where people fire better off i 
work". But foe Govern 11116111 was a ^* 
determined that all fooaf w h° were 
need an incapable of work vv ere i 


provided for. Mr Brown said that he had 
insisted that all areas of public expendi¬ 
ture were examined to ensure that where 
public resources were provided they went 
to those who needed them most. 

Asked whether the process had not got 
off to a dreadful start because of the lone 
parent defeat and reports of Cabinet 
divisions, Mr Brown said: “It will take 
some people time to get used to foe idea 
that defending the status quo is not the 
best way forward.” Did he believe there 
was a will in the party and the Cabinet for 
change after foe Government’s recent 
difficulties? “Indeed I do," he replied. 
" People are coming to understand that the 
dividing line between doing nothing and 
betrayal is outdated." 

Mr Brown tried to play down the 
Blunkett letter. “David has made abso¬ 
lutely clear he is 100 per cent behind the 
comprehensive review led by Tony Blair." 

Letters, page 17 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former policewoman 
sues over child care 

A former policewoman is soring Taysidc Police for 
compensation, claiming she was forced to quit her job 
because senior officers refused to acknowledge her 
responsibilities as a mother. Shirley Anderson. 31. alleges 
that male police officers do not face the same problems as 
their female counterparts because they are not recognised 
as the main child-carer in foe family- She told an industrial 
tribunal in Dundee that her problems started last 
December when she. disobeyed an order which would haw 
meant there was no one to look after her year-old daughter. 

Sun-seekers fly out 

Holidaymakers in search of December sunshine flew out 

yesterday, as a rainy Christinas was forecast and foe 
bookmakers William Hill lengthened the odds of a white 
Christmas to MM. Gatwick reported its busiest day of the 
winter. Over the next two weeks some 900,000 people are 
expected to take winter holidays, foe two most popular 
destinations being Tenerife and the Costa del Sol in the 
south of Spain. Forecast page 20 

Burglars’ lonely victim 

An 80-year-old widower who died after a burglary at his 
borne may have been uncondons for up to five days on his 
kitchen floor before being discovered by a neighbour last 
Saturday. Stephen Clayton, who lived alone on the 
Bransbohne council estate in Hull, suffered a stroke which 
police believe may have been caused by foe shock of either 
discovering the break-in or possibly confronting foe 
burglars in bis house. 

Lockerbie trial ruling 

Libya was under p r e s su re last night to guarantee the 
appearance in court of two men accused of the Lockerbie 
bombing after a United Nations report concluded that they 
would receive a fair trial under Scottish law. The Crown 
Office in Edinburgh said: “Libya should now stop 
prevaricating and secure the appearance of foe accused for 
trial." Monday was foe ninth anniversary of foe date on 
which 270 people died when Pan Am Flight 103 exploded. 

Doubts of the Kirk 

A survey by The Scotsman conducted last week found that 
35 per cent of 150 Church of Scotland ministers questioned 
doubted the immaculate conception and virgin birth. All 
the ministers answered "Yes" when asked whether they 
believed Jesus was God come to earth. But a third 
answered “No" or “Don't know" to questions on whether 
God's Holy Spirit was responsible for the conception and 
whether Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born. 

Water company praised 

A water authority at the centre of a Government inquiry 
into how 54000 people in the north of Glasgow were left 
without dean water for days, has been shortlisted for .a 
quality award. West of Scotland Water was named as one 
of 19 organisations to be considered for a Convention of 
Scottish Local Authorities’ award. The Labour MP for 
Clydebank. TdnyrWorthiagton. said:'“Surely they can have 
no chance in winning any award after their performance”. 

Hooligans lose appeal 

A French appeal court confirmed sentences of eight 
months’ imprisonment with four months suspended, 
against three British football fans convicted of attacking a 
man in a Strasbourg street after foe Strasbourg-Liverpool , 
match that Liverpool lost 3-0. Matthew Goddcn. 2L a diop - 
assistant James Kerr, a sports shop manager, and Paul 
Roach, a roofer; have been in prison since October 22. the 
day after foematch. 

Season of inefficiency 

Heavy drinking before Christmas is taking its toll on the 
economy, according to a report Almost two thirds of foe 
140 firms surveyed by foe London Chamber of Commerce 
reported productivity losses because employees were 
overindulging. Illness, lack of concentration and impaired 
powers of judgment were all cited as factors undermining 
performance, said Simon Spenyn, foe chamber's chief 
executive. 


Neil Kinnock 


te a lea ding artide on party funding (November 16) we 
IP*™ £ Nea ituiaock as Leader of the Opposition, 
finding hunself m Robert Maxwell's debt to hfc 
discomfort”. It was not meant to suggest that either Mr 
Kmnock or his private office, as opposed to the Labour 
rarty. received any financial donations from Mr Maxwell 
and we regret any misunderstanding. 


Safety notice 


To all owners of NEC G9 
or G9D+ Mobile Phones. 

Members of the public who own a NEC G9 or G9D+ mobile phone, 
together with a rapid charger manufactured by Potrans are advised 
of additional safety precautions. The advice is given in order to 
avoid risk of the battery charger overheating. 

— Unplug the Potrans battery charger when not 
in use 

— Only recharge the phone for up to 1.5 hours 

— Only use the charger with NEC G9 or G9D+ 
mobile phones 


Owners of G9 or G9D+ mobile phones 
can identify if they have a Potrans rapid 
ba^riiargerl^bok^althesaverl^el 
(example shown, right) and model renter 
details which state MRD-ADM-0004-05 
(made in Taiwan or China). 

If you require farther inf o nn at io w or 
advice, please cafl our customer 
careSne on 0195223718a 

NEC(UK) Lid. NEC House. 1 Victoria Road. 
London W3 6BL 
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Beef farnf cuts 


Continued from page I 
mg £25 million. 25 per cent 
funded by the EU. would 
come in the form of increased 
hill livestock compensaicny 
allowances for 1998. Farmers 
estimate the package is worth 
an average of £S00 a year to an 
average lowland stickler cow 
producer and £1.400 to a hill 
farmer with 38 cows. 

Dr Cunningham said that 
foe inquiry into foe “national 
human tragedy" of BSE was 
essential. BSE had “literally 
been a disaster". He said the 

Government was not interest¬ 
ed in using the inquiry as a 
political point-scoring 
exercise. 

Lord Justice Phillips and his 
team, foe make-up of which 
will be announced in the next 
few days, will be asked to 
report, on foe effectiveness of 
the Government's response 
and to report by the end of 
December next year. 

Lord Callaghan of Cardiff, 
the last Labour prime minis¬ 
ter. Baroness Thatcher and 
John Major may be called to 
give evidence: Tonv Blair has 
written to William Hague. 
Lord Callaghan. Lady 
Thatcher and John Major to 
ask them io release any neces¬ 
sary papers. Ministers would 
answer to foe House after the 
inquiry's report 

The Tories arm eked the 
announcements, which Mich¬ 
ael Jack, the shadow agricul¬ 
ture spokesman, said was a 
victory for the Treasury. “You 


have 5jsh agricul¬ 
ture." Cunning¬ 

ham. '\ >f 

Farmers last night prom¬ 
ised their foil support for the 
BSE inquiry, despite misgiv¬ 
ings about the wisdom of 
holding it now. They said foe 
£85 million package would 
bring “much-needed relief". 

But they said the assistance 
fell far short of what was 
needed, and are to hold a rally 
in London in mid-January. 
They will press foe Govern¬ 
ment for the fall £9$0 million 
to which they say they are 
entitled as compensation for 
the strong pound. 

Sir David Naish. the presi¬ 
dent of the National Farmers’ 
Union, said the inquiry would 
have his "full cooperation" 
but voiced concern that it 
might offer the European 
Union a further excuse to 
postpone lifting the ban on 
British beef. “The progress 
already made in the European 
arena must not be delayed." 
he said. 

He said the NFU would 
welcome the opportunity to 
discuss a restructuring of the 
beef industry, and an early 
retirement scheme for farm¬ 
ers. bur warned Dr Cunning¬ 
ham that current EU schemes 
were insufficiently funded. 
Farmers in the South West, 
one of the regions worst hit by 
foe beef crisis, dismissed the 
aid package as inadequate 
and predicted more farmers' 
protests in foe New Year. 


Would-be Briton who 
is still cold-shouldered 


By Richard Ford 
HOME CORRESPONDENT 

HE OWNS Harrods. the Ritz 
in Paris, the Duke of Wind¬ 
sor's former home in Paris 
and through his sponsorship 
of the Royal Windsor Horse 
Show has contact with the 
Queen. 

But despite Mohamed AJ 
Fayed's avid courtship of foe 
Establishment, he looked like 
being forever the outsider. 

But Jack Straw’s announce¬ 
ment that he is to reconsider 
citizenship applications of Mr 
AI Fayed and his brother Alt 
provides hope that they may 
both win their struggle to be 
British. 

If provides some solace for 
Mr Ai Fayed at the end of four 
traumatic months after foe 
deaths of his son. Dodi and 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

His reaction in foe after¬ 
math of that tragedy provides 
an example of why he is 
viewed with such suspicion 
and hostility. On the ere of foe 
Princess's funeral it was dis¬ 
closed that he had passed her 
last words to a member of her 
family and that he had re¬ 
quested that a silver plaque 
inscribed with a poem written 
for the Princess be placed in 
hercoffirt- 

Controversy has surround- 


MAN IN 
THE NEWS 



AI Fayed; the outsider 


ed Mr AI Fayed, 64. ever since 

KK P Tf ha ? H^s b 

19S5. Tiny Rowland had sold 
Jus stake m House of Fraser 
fosn owners of HamxU 
Tangly assuming the Fayed’s 
J* not possess the finXSj 
purees to bid for foe wh ^ 

Mr Rowland’s case was that 

Mohamed AI Fayed had made 

wealth. Instead of befop tfZ 
ton of a distinguished EevL 

ban family, he was foe so 


schoolteacher who had uset 
foe Sultan of Brunei’s monei 
to purchase the House o 
Fraser. 

In 1987 foe Department o 
Trade and Industry orderec 
an inquiry into his acquisitior 
01 foe House of Fraser. Thr« 
years later foe DTI report was 
published. It accuseti fot 
brothers of lying to the City 
press, DTI and foeir own 
advisers about their origins, 
foeir wealth, their business 
interests and their resources. 

Mr Al Fayed has lived in 
fois country for 30 years, pays 
«million taxes a year, nur¬ 
tures and restores British in¬ 
stitutions, has donated huge 
amounts of cash to charities 
care for children, courted 
MPs m Parliament and yet 
remains a foreigner in foe 
•ana he professes to love. 

He then sought revenge and 
won in spectacular fashion in 
55? * or questions affair. 
His allegations that he paid 
thousands of pounds stuffed 
iS p ‘ a fo brown envelopes to 
l oryMPs to ask questions on 
his behalf led to the downfall 
or former ministers Neil Ham¬ 
ilton and Tun Smith. 

• Even if Mr Al Fayed eventu¬ 
ally wins his much-sought 
British citizenship, it is unlike¬ 
ly that he will ever be accepted 
by the Establishment 
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Teenage bully 
says ‘I still love 
my parents’ 


A VIOLENT teenager whose 
.parents took court action to 
-'ban him from the family 
home after he threatened 
them was preparing to spend 
Christmas alone in a homeless 
shelter last night. 

Robert Fbraker. 19, is for¬ 
bidden by a court order from 
contacting his mother and 
father who called in police 
after he threatened to attack 
them last month. After he was 
released from custody yester¬ 
day he said: ‘I love them bath 
very much, bat I just cant live 
with them." . 

He had jost sentenced to six 
months’ probation by magis¬ 
trates at MildenhaU. Suffolk, 
for causing criminal damage 
and threatening violence 
against his father. After the 
hearing he stood on a round¬ 
about two miles from his 
parents house, hitching a lift 
ro Bury St Edmunds where he 
plans to spend Christmas. 

Hie outburst last month in 
which Foraker smashed a 
window, a lavatory and a 
mobile phone was the last 
straw for his parents Robert 
and Margaret At an earlier 
hearing magistrates were told 
how Foraker*s violent out¬ 
bursts against his parents had 
escalated our of control. He 
was arrested on November 12 


By Peter Foster 

and later appeared before 
magistrates on eight charges 
of harassment and one of 
criminal damage to property 
wordt more than £300. 

The court heard how Fbra¬ 
ker had constantly bullied and 
threatened his parents, with 
two incidents in October and 
and five more in November. 
He was also charged with 
breaching a court order relat¬ 
ing to an earlier assault on his 
father. 

In June this year he was 
sentenced to two years’ proba¬ 
tion for common assault Two 
months later, in August, he 
was given one day’s detention 
for theft and failing to answer 
bail, the court heard. 

After the hearing Foraker. 
an only child, admitted he had 
behaved badly, claiming that 
he had become "so frustrated" 
when living at home. His 
father, an American who 
works as an administrative 
officer at MildenhaU air base, 
said after his son's conviction 
earlier this month that he had 
no option but to call the police. 

“What he has done is 
wrong, but 1 don’t want him to 
go to prison any more than 1 
would anyone ease's son." he 
added. 

Foraker, who says lie has 
been at odds with Ins parents 
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since he first began caking 
drugs at the age of 11 is not 
hopeful of an early reconcilia¬ 
tion. “My parents are good 
people and they are good to 
me. 1 love them both very 
much, mum and dad, but I 
just cant live with them." he 
said. 

Mr and Mrs Foraker live in 
the village of Tuddenham-Sr- 
Mary which sits in between 
the cluster of RAF bases where 
they both work. According to 
their son. they met in the 1960s 
when Mr Foraker. now a 
retired master sergeant in (he 
US Air Force, was stationed in 
Britain. The family have lived 
in England since moving from 
America when their son was 
about four years old. They 
now live in a smart flint- 
exterior cottage with a sizable 
bad: garden. 

After his release yesterday 
the slim teenager, who spent 
more than five weeks in Nor¬ 
wich jail on remand, could not 
say exactly how, why or when 
his relationship with his par¬ 
ents had broken down. 

"I suppose I’ve been in 
trouble ever since I started 
taking drugs when 1 was 11. 
But l don't do any of that 
now." 

Fbraker. who is well spoken 
and occasionally apologises 
unnecessarily for his man¬ 
ners. identified a turning point 
after taking an overdose 2h 
years ago and ending up in 
hospital. “Things have never 
been the same since. I have 
just a different attitude to 
everything," he said. Since 
then Fbraker said he had 
fought endlessly with his par¬ 
ents. The five weeks he spent 
in prison were, he said, 
“terrible". 

During the brief hearing 
yesterday, George Peacock, 
his solicitor, said both sides 
had cause to regret die current 
impasse. “His parents are 
concerned for his wellbeing 
and his future and want him 
to get some help.". _ .. 

Mr Foraker. who was not in 
court yesterday, said the 
whole''episode' with his son 
bad become “a u j g fct m a r er.. 



Bomber 
adds real 
hazard to 
golfers’ 
14th green 

By Paul Wilkinson 
THE par-four l-kh at Skipton 

Golf Club Has mure hazards 
than most- Normally, bun¬ 
kers and the Ellerbeck 
stream dose lo the green on 
the 343 -yard hole are the only 
obstacles members have to 
face, but recently players 
have had to face the prospect 
of an unknown bomber cra¬ 
tering the green. 

In the past year the 14th has 
been damaged more than ten 
times with a device similar to 
warning detonators used on 
the railway. Each blast leaves 
a deep divot, which needs 
careful refilling, seeding and 
rolling. 

Gary Potter, die course 
manager at (he 103-year-old 
North Yorkshire club, said: 
“Whether it’s an ex-member 
who has been dismissed or 
someone who has been re¬ 
fused membership. 1 don't 
know. Whatever they use, it 
blows a hole about six inches 
deep into our green and there 
is always grass everywhere. If 
■something is not done, we're 
worried that the situation 
could get worse with more 
greens bring targeted. 

“We always find traces of a 
detonator-type device left ly¬ 
ing around, along with 
tapers. It is really baffling. If 
the situation continues then 
die dub wfll be looking into 
the possibility of installing 
cameras. 

“The first incident was in 
May and then there were two 
or three in June and another 
three in July and just one in 
August. Then we had nothing 
until the other week. We went 
out on to the 14th and there 
was the big hole. 

"We wondered if it was a 
disgruntled employee or 
someone fed np with getting 
high scores on the 14th. but 
we think it’s more likely to be 
young lads." 

Inspector Chris Cfaelton of 
Skipton police admitted they 
were baffled. Police agree 
youngsters are probably re¬ 
sponsible, but they accept the 
bomber could be someone 
with a grudge. 

The incident docs have a 
silver lining, however. Mr 
Potter said: “It has cured the 
mole problem down there. 

TU_^ - 



Helen Proffii 


Murder 
fears grow 
after fire 
suicide 

By Simon de Bruxelles 

FEARS are growing for a 
young mother whose boy¬ 
friend blew himself up in an 
apparent suicide. 

Helen Proffit. 29. a social 
worker, disappeared a week 
ago. after going to a Christ¬ 
mas dance with Mark 
Coldrick. whose body was 
found dead beside his burnt- 
out car in a quarry two days 
later. When police went to his 
home in Newport. Gwent, 
they found the house empty 
and the couple's bedroom 
heavily blood-stained. 

A search has failed to find 
any trace of Mrs Proffii. a 
divorced mother of two who 
was a popular youth worker in 
Newport. Police divers are 
searching a pool at Ifton 
Quarry, near Caldicot, where 
Mr Coldrick killed himself 
with a petrol bomb. 

Detectives fear Mrs Proffit 
might have died in a violent 
row after they returned home 
last Tuesday night. They 
believe Mr Coldrick. 30. an 
aircraft engineer, might have 
disposed of her body at the 
quarry before returning to the 
same "spot to take his own life. 

Mr Coldrick left his wife, 
also called Helen, and their 
two-year-old son to move in 
with his lover ten weeks ago. 
Neighbours say the pair had a 
volatile relationship. 

Detective Superintendent 
Des James said: “There was a 
massive amount of blood in 
the rear bedroom, on the walls 
and on the furniture, which 
suggests that someone was 
violently injured. If any of 
their friends or relatives know 
anything we want them to 
come forward." 


Dismissed 
university 
chief to sue 


Let paralysed bowler 
settle here, says MP 


By Paul Wilkinson 


By John Goodrody, sports news correspondent 


A FORMER university princi¬ 
pal who resigned after a 
number of his academic quali¬ 
fications were discovered to be 
false yesterday announced 
that he is to sue for unfair 

dismissal 

The Rev Dr Duane Wade- 
Ham plan Arnold, who re¬ 
signed last January from St 
Chad’s College in Durham 
after discrepancies were dis- 
u closed in his published list of 
- academic qualifications, is 
going to an industrial tribunal 
over his belief that he was 
forced out by a whispering 
campaign- His wife. Janet, 
who was employed as the 
university's director of dev¬ 
elopment, has also lodged a 
claim with the tribunal. 

However, the college, an 
independent foundation with¬ 
in the university, controlled by 
the Church of England, has 
filed a counter-claim, demand¬ 
ing the return of money alleg¬ 
edly spent without authority 
by Dr Arnold during his brief 
tenure of the principal's post 

Dr Arnold. 44. became in¬ 
stantly controversial on his 
appointment in 1994 to the 
post when a number of senior 
staff left soon after his arrival. 


AN MP is backing the attempt 
of Winston Davis, the former 
West Indies cricketer, to be re¬ 
admitted to Britain after he be¬ 
came paralysed from die neck 
down when he fell from a 
mango tree. 

David Lock, the Labour MP 
for Wyre Forest, is asking the 
Government to waive rules 
which ootid prevent Mr Da¬ 
vis. 39, who played profession¬ 
al cricket here for 15 years, 
from living in Bewdley, near 
Worcester, with his British 
wife, Patricia. 38, and their 
five-year-old daughter. Jessi¬ 
ca. Mr Davis, who represent¬ 
ed Glamorgan and North¬ 
amptonshire for nine seasons 
and played professional 
league cricket, has applied for 
entry ar the British High 
Commission in New York. 

This would usually be re¬ 
fused because Mr Davis 
would depend on support 
from the NHS. Since the 
accident on November 1, Da¬ 
vis has been in hospital, in St 
Vincent and then in Miami, 
where his medical bills are 
nearly £400,000. 

The former fast-bowler, 
who played in 15 Tests and 35 
one-day internationals in the 


all-conquering West Indies 
reams of the 1980s, fell from 
the tree when he was carrying 
out voluntary land-clearing 
work on a site where a church 
is being built in Villa, the 
village in St Vincent where he 
was bom. Mr Davis had 
climbed into the tree to saw off 
some branches when he was 
struck by a falling branch. 

He had been planning to 
leave his with a shipping com¬ 
pany next spring, so that he 



Winston Davis and 
his daughter. Jessica 


could live in Britain with his 
wife, who is a bank clerk. Mr 
Lock said: “Winston is a quad- 
raplegic and it raises difficult 
policy decisions because he is 
somebody who. in the short 
term, will make demands on 
the NHS. But 1 am sure that, 
in the long term, he will be a 
net contributor to UK society. 

"Winston spent 15 years 
providing great entertainment 
and paying tax and national 
insurance. If he is not allowed 
treatment here, he will not get 
it anywhere and the family 
wfll never be together. Such 
treatment does not exist in the 
Caribbean, and it's unbeliev¬ 
ably expensive in America." 

His wife said: “Doctors have 
told me irs the type of injury 
suffered by Christopher Reeve 
[the actor who played Super¬ 
man]. The last couple of weeks 
his spirits have gone a little. 
But he is a positive person. On 
his good days Winston says 
’I’m going to walk out of this 
hospital’; this is the spirit I 
want him to keep." 

She hopes that he will be 
able to resume his career as a 
cricket commentator. 
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OED fights the negaholics 

Philip Delves Broughton on words that may not pass the test of time 


THE English language is under siege. 
A! its gales are marketing men 
brandishing new words and phrases 
indoding ‘‘adallcscenf “fluffragettc , 
“aegahoifc" and "virtual desiring . 

Fortunately, the eompflersof the 
Oxford English Dictionary, who have 
catalogued the year's new words and 
phrases, reckon that few of mem Wul 
stand the test of time. 

As long as they are around, however, 

it may be worth knowing that an 
"adnifescenr is someone between * 
and 45 addicted to youth adjure, a 
“fluffragttte“ is a woman with pro- 
feminist role models, and a nega- 
hofie-someone with a face Bke a week 
of rain and an attitude to matdi. 
“Virtual desiring" describes those who 
use the Internet to work from home. 

A “shrnggist" is someone who looks 


at a computer and thinks “life’s too 
short", rather ifltt an “IntenwT. The 
oomputeroddkted teenager is deemed 
to be a “soeenager”. 

The Labour Party has much to 
answer for. The terms “on message 
and “off message", to describe whether 
or not someone is toeing the party find 
were popularised during the election, 
as was the word “prebuttal", denying 
an accusation before it is even made, 
though someone dearly forgot to GO in 
Geoffrey Robinson on its use. 

Labour is also guilty of the 
politicisation of the words “dew", as in 
“new Labour, new Britain”, ami “peo¬ 
ple’s", as in the "people’s Princes", 
and a “people's banquet" on the 
Queen’s birthday. 

Among the other new phrases of 
1997. to "Gordon Brown" is to wear a 


lounge snit when more formal attire is 
requested. "Economy Class Syn¬ 
drome" is the development of a blood 
dot on the back of the thigh from 
spending too much time in cheap 
aeroplane seats, and the “Sandwich 
Generation" are those who find thrav 
selves looking after ageing relatives 
and young children at the same time. 

Midiad Proffitt, of the OED. says: 
"We look to see which ones have 
endured the test of time and most do 
not They have to show evidence of 
passing into the language more per¬ 
manently- Many of them are short¬ 
term marketing expressions.” 

It would be a depressing day if 
scholars a hundred years on opened 
the dictionary, and between “tele- 
transport” and “teletype" found the 
word “Tdetnbby". 
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Hill farmer in front 
of the beef crisis 

A whole British way of life is under 
threat as new subsidy cuts and the 
strong pound spell the end of the 
hill men, reports Michael Hornsby 



Glitch in 
computer 
delays 



Bv Andrew Pierce 


THE long-awaited state¬ 
ment on BSE was delayed 
embarrassingly because 
of a computer failure in 
the private office of Dr 
Jack Cunningham, the 
Agriculture Minister. 

The Speaker. Betty 

Boothrovd. suspended the 

sitting for IS minutes 
because of the break¬ 
down. It was thought to be 
the first time in parlia¬ 
mentary history that such 
an important statement 
was delayed because of a 
technical hitch. 

By convention the 
Opposition front bench is 
given I? minutes to study 
the text of an important 
statement with the excep¬ 
tion of the Budget. But the 
only copy or the statement 
was contained in the Win¬ 
dows computer system in 
Dr Cunningham's office 
which collapsed at ?pm. 
making it impossible to 
comply with the usual 
practice. 


HILL farmers dre on the front 
line nf the crisis in the beef 
industry 3nd large rrnefs of the 
most beautiful upland regions 
of Britain would cease to be 
farmed if they were exposed to 
the full rigours of the market¬ 
place- . . . 

Some 71.000 rarmers tn the 
hills, almost entirely reliant on 
the rearing of cattle and sheep, 
depend largely for their sur- 
\ival on subsidies provided by 
the Gnvemment and the Euro¬ 
pean Union which Jack Cun- 
ninaham. the Agriculture 
Minister, said yesterday must 
eventually be scaled down. 

Richard Barter, who keeps 
110 Hereford-cross beef cows 
and 300 ewes on 207 acres 
near Bovey Tracey on the edge 
of Dan moor, is a fairly typical 
victim of the Government’s 
policies. 

In his early forties, he runs 
the farm with his wife. Jane, 
who also has ro look after their 
three young boys, aged five, 
eight and fen. When rlieir last 
farm hand left in October. 
199o, they derided not to 
replace him. Mr Barter said: 
"The one-off aid Dr Cunning¬ 


ham has announced will bring 
welcome short-term relief. We 
reckon it will mean an extra 
payment of £47 per cow, which 
will certainly ease the cash 
flow. But our long-term prob¬ 
lems remain." 

Mr Barter reckons his farm 
generated an income of about 
E15.000 last year, but this year 
that could fall to between 
£7.000 and £8.000. in line with 
a national decline in farm 
incomes of up to 47 per cent 
forecast by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. “My accountant 
has already told us that we 
will not have to pay any 
income tax this year because 
our earnings will be too low." 
he said. "There are lots worse 
off than me. At least l do not 
have an overdraft." He and 


his wife specialise in rearing 
steers ro the age of about 20 
months and then selling them 
on to other farmers. They sold 
their most recent batch of 10 
steers four weeks ago. accept¬ 
ing a price that was £200 a 
head lower than similar ani¬ 
mals fetched a year ago. 

Mr Barter's problem, like 
many farming in what the 
bureaucrats call "less fa¬ 
voured areas", is that up to 
half his income, even in a good 
year, comes from subsidy 
rather than the price his 
produce fetches. 

“If the subsidy went, there is 
no way we could survive, at 
least as full-time farmers. At 
best 1 might be able to hang on 
by taking a job outside farm¬ 
ing and running the farm 


part-time.'’ He and others like 
him are kept afloat by a whole 
ran°e of payments. 

There are suckler cow pre¬ 
miums (paid per cow), beef 
special premiums (paid on 
male calves), sheep annual 
premiums (paid per ewe) and 
hill livestock compensatory 
amounts, a special top-up 
available only to those in the 
hills. The strong pound not 
only makes making imported 
beef and lamb cheaper and 
more competitive, forcing 
down local prices. 

It also, crucially, reduces the 
sterling value of ELI subsidies, 
which are fixed in ecus, and 
have to be converted into 
national money. 

O’er the past two years, 
because of the strong pound. 
Mr Barter has seen die value 
of the suckler oow premium 
drop from £124 to about £114. 
although this wili now be 
increased by the special one- 
off aid to about ElbO. The beef 
special premium has come 
down from £93 to about £84. 
and the sheep annual premi¬ 
um has nearly halved, from 
just over £21 in 1995 to £1150. 
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HOI farmer Richard Barter, who says he may be forced to take an outside job 





SAVE UP TO 50% OH 
SELECTED H0M£BASE 
KITCHEHS 


We’ll even plan your kitchen with you 
and deliver it free to your home.* 


FREE CREDA 
DISHWASHER WORTH 
£500 


If you spend over £4.000 
we ll give you this Cneda Dishwasher 
worth £500. absolutely free. 


Or spend £2.500 and we ll give it to 
you for half price. ' 


10% OFF ALL SINKS’ 1 


We’re offering 10% off any sink of 
your choice from the 
Home base Kitchen Collection. 


BUY HOW AND 
PAY NOTHING UNTIL 
SUMNER 1998 


You don’t have to pay anything until 
Summer 1998 - not even a deposit** 


FOR DETAILS OF 
YOUR NEAREST H0M£BAS€ 
KITCHEN SHOWROOM 
TELEPHONE 0645 801800. 


MONDAY-THURSDAY BAM-8PM • FRIDAY 8AM-?PM • SATURDAY 8AM-BPM • SUNDAY 10AM-4PM (SCOTLAND 9AM-6PMI • TUESDAY 23RD DECEMBER 8AM-8PM 
CHRISTMAS EVE 8AM-6PM • CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED • BOXING DAY SCOTLAND 10AM-5PM (ENGLAND AND WALES CLOSED) • SATURDAY 27TH DECEMBER 8AM-8PM. 

OPENING TIMES MAY VARY. PLEASE CALL 0645 801 800 DURING OFFICE HOURS FOR DETAILS OF YOUR NEAREST STORE. 

■Tho klichens included m Hits promotion are- 50*. off Benmcfc Premier Carcase and Rutland Classic Carcase. pH Nice Premier Carcase, an ott Oslo Premier Carcase Cologne Premier Carcase and Evesham Class*: Carcase; and IK oft Boston Premier 
Carcase. Ledbury Premier Carcase and Wilion Classic Carcase Discounts do not include installation The fully fitted ranges in this promO'.iw are. 602 off Blenheim Premier Carcase and Madrid Premier Carcase. MX off Ludlow Premier Carcase and includes 
installation Fully fitted kitchens are subject to survey, additional wor* such as tiling, additional sockets, plastering, lighting and old kitchen disposal are nol included. Full details available instore tBiull-tn Model 47*16/7 costs E50O when purchased separately 
i deludes fasciai ft Offer applies to sinks purchased from the Home base Kitchen Collection only "On 1st June 1998 pay in full or take credit Written quo la I ions on request from Homebase Limited. Beddington House. Wallington. Surrey SMS 0HB. Home base 
are licensed e-edit brokers Loans subject Id status and approval and are not available to anyone under 2\ years Example a kitchen costing El .503. Pay in 36 monthly repayments of ES7-62. Total amount repayable £2.876-32 <26-91 am variable). 

Spend £ Sa»e Cards cannot be used on kitchen purchases. Products and offers may vary In N. Ireland and Eire. 


Moderniser 
will bring 
a sure touch 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


WHATEVER the outcome of 
the inquiry into BSE an¬ 
nounced yesterday by the 
Government. Lord Justice 
Phillips is likely to handle it 
with the same deftness of 
touch that won him plaudits 
for- his handling of the Max¬ 
well trial. 

Mr Justice Phillips — by 
then nicknamed the “Rolls- 
Royce” judge — was promoted 
mid-way through the trial to 
the Court of Appeal. 

Likeable and witty. Nicho¬ 
las Phillips is a moderniser. 
He introduced a series of 
innovations to make proceed¬ 
ings in the Maxwell trial as 
manageable and comprehen¬ 
sible to jurors as possible. 
Despite the furore over the 
acquittals of the brothers, the 
judge was widely held to have 
created a blueprint for the way 
io run such trials in future. 
Richard Lissack. QC, one of 
the leading prosecuting coun¬ 
sel. said at the time: “He has 
been the single greatest influ¬ 
ence on the trial. His conduct 
has been faultless." Mr 
Lissack singled out the judge's 
Temperament, his patience 
and attention to detail" cou¬ 
pled with his “fairness to 
everyone: counsel, defendants, 
witnesses, the jury, the press". 

Lord Justice Phillips, who 
drew praise also for his han¬ 
dling of the Barlow Clowes 
trial in 1991, has long a 
“hands-on" style of judge who. 
takes as grip of the proceed¬ 
ings — a role judges will be 
expected to adopt when the 
civil justice reforms proposed 
by Lord Woolf. Master of the 
Roils, are implemented. The 


judge broke new ground by 
introducing a new court day of 
9.30am to 1 -30pm. with after¬ 
noons reserved for legal argu¬ 
ment. Jurors did not have to 
concentrate all day and were 
saved from having to keep 
going in and out of court while 
counsel discussed legal points 
in their absence. 

He also provided the jury 
with a summary of his sum¬ 
ming-up. and — as a new 
technology buff — ensured full 
use of the computer system in 
court. The defendants sat. 
American style, alongside 
their lawyers. 

He attended Bryanston 
School and King's College. 
Cambridge, before national 
service in the Royal Navy. 
Once called to the Bar. in 1962. 
he built up a shipping and 
admiralty practice, taking silk 
in 1978. He became a judge in 
1987. 



Lord Justice Phillips: 
likeable and witty 


BSE IN BRITAIN 


■ 1985 — April: Vet called to a farm in Kent to examine cow- 
behaving oddly. Later recognised as probably first case of BSE. 

■ 1986 — Nov: Government scientists make first official 
diagnosis of BSE. 

■ 1987 — June: Ministers told about existence of BSE. 
Experiments to test transmissibility of disease to mice are 
started. Oct Veterinary Record reports appearance of BSE in 
four cattle herds, the first public reference to the disease. Dec 
Epidemiologists say cattle feed containing remains of sheep 
infected with scrapie most likely cause of BSE. 

■ I9SS — April: Working party set up under Professor Sir 
Richard Southwood of Oxford University to report ro 
Government on BSE implications. July: Ban on feeding cattle or 
sheep with meat-and-bone meal derived from the same animals 
Aug: Government orders slaughter and destruction of all cattle 
showing symptoms of BSE. Farmers compensated at 50 per cent 
of market value (later raised to 100 per cent). 

■ 1989 - Feb: Southwood report published. Says BSE risk to 
humans remote" but cannot be ruled out. Estimates eventual 
number size of cattle deaths at between 17.000 and 25.000 Dec 

3S s °k£Kd pnon of brain - spinal ” rd and Dther 

■ JJJJO — Jan: °ffal ban extended to Scotland. 

rnSj^.L^Pf 311 Commission bans exports to the 
Comment of British cattle over six months old. April: European 

c b3nS e ? POrT from Britain Df specified offals. 
tod reported in a cat F>S 

0ffal later ““firmed « cause. 
of k |s banned from all animal feed. 

■ 993 B l^ Ca ? e V Wilh 36.682 confirmed cases. 

■ 9941S 2*** t™" BSE reach ,0 °.000. 

offals Al, and mi f Dnes added to list of specified 

feed ' ^ mammalian protein banned from cattle andsheep 

■ mh dearhs from new-variant GID. 

s»SSrf? 

BSE «*><• have 

«fa* £S it hopes to? 

Agriculture Minister, bans beef c H nm ngham, . 

mfectivity in nervous tissue^ ™? b< ? ne ^scientistsfind 

^ possibly al»“ ta e S“' UmnS of BSE '^ 
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Br David Charter, education correspoNdentt 


A' CHRISTMAS- outing by 
boarding school mistresses to -, 
see a made strip show /.has , 
■■^aken'tiie VictDriaufouTida- 
Tflcms of one of die. country’s 
leading girls'.schpois. - 
Some uftfe’girls at £12,000- 
*ytar Gpdalpbin. School in 
SalistHity ';^have , complained 

after heaffing that a dozen sistff 
h^goqfcj^ see the C/ngpen- 
dqles.1: 

pne pupil at-the 270-year- 
old scbdeLr.whose. old girls- 
indude ti»e novelist Jilly Coo¬ 
per. saidfTYpu can imagine 
the resjctianif this was a boys’ 
scboc4;.-whare housemasters 
wi^ to’ a .strip show. The 

pajtnts vwnT lflce this at all. 

nordptesns-^ - 
However; the old girls con¬ 
tacted. by The Times did not 
appear fesoshacked. Delphine 
Duder, an SOyear-old com¬ 
mittee member of the 01d : 
Godolphian Association, who 
attended the school from 1929- 
35, said it.was quite wrong for 
igirls to pry into staff affairs. 

• She said: “We were all in awe 
of the staff, naturally, in those 
days one was. 1 still think that 
what tfaeydo has nothing to do 
with the girls." 

Jacqiri Lang, president of 
the Girls’ Schools Association. 


said theieacherewereperfect-- 
iy omitted to their/ cdebration- 
afier the end of terra. She said; 
“Everybody'S beeftjto see The 
Full /Manly,, haven't they? I 
would have thought it. was 
- pretty harmless stuff and it is 
just supposed^to be a laugh. I 
don’t think children should be 
encouraged to contact the 
media far this kind of thing. If 
the faiuheis bad left the girls it 
would be a different matter, 
but once term has finished I 
think it. is up to staff how they 
spend their leisure time." 

Godolphin pricks itself on 
an exemplary academic reput¬ 
ation and came top of the 
GCSE tabic in Wiltshire this 
year. The 430-pupil school — 
motto Franc Ha Leal Eto Ce 
(Frankness and Loyalty Be 
Yours) — was founded in 1726 

■ and moved to its present 
Victorian and modem budd¬ 
ings in 1891. It is also well- 
regarded far the strength of its 
theatrical productions and re¬ 
cently opened a purpose-built 
performing arts centre. 

Judy Nathan, the school’s 
spokeswoman, dismissed 
complaints about the teachers' 
behaviour as “raischief-mak- 

■ ing’VShe said the outing was 
durmg the school holidays last 

' Thursday and did not involve 
.arty of the pupils. There would 

■ be'" no-: disciplinary action 
. against any of those involved. 

Mrs 'Nathan added: 
“Twdlye female members of 
staff attended the perfor¬ 
mance.-It is_a perfectly harm¬ 
less show for anyone to go and 
see: It was a perfectly respect¬ 
able evening.' It took place 
during, the hoiidaysand in 
their owntime." 

Carl Lrightoa-Pbpe, who 
runs'llie Chrppendales, said 
the show was aimed at -all 
women and sometimes three 
generations, grandmother, 
mother and daughter, would 
be in file audience., The 20- 
A Chippendale: *'aH in Y strtmg troupe of singers raid 
the best possible taste”‘ dancers . who make up the 




By Philip Delves Broughton 


WHILE the rest of the country 
turns toher Christmas reci¬ 
pes. Delia Smith has given 
herself a n on-culinary treat a 
plump, shareholding in Nor- 
wkhCSty FbotbalLClub. 

JShe and her husband, 
Mfchadl Wynn jbnes,a pub- 
Iidre^toe bou^jt42 per cent 
erf*.'tiic sftares in the dub, 
reefeon^i fofiave cost about:: 
ETOCtffclfcL jNo more queueing 
fOT'seacsaw' ti^ets for them. 

live near . 
StCfW^faka^in Suffolk, be- ■ 
-•jairiaeyffimdnay oE Norwich. 
Icily H hfavprriber .1996 after 
they le&.tize ckzbj] million, 
the interest ah which was to be 
used $gf spedaldob projects. 

Since;:' tiwi ,- Ms Smith, 
whoser bakery books and 

various offshoots have made 
her one of-.the- wealthiest 
wranen hf. the couimy, has 
introdtxsdthe plr^ras to high- 
carbohydrate and low-fat 
breakfasts before training and 
more eff^tsame afterwards. 

She has also provided them 
with reripesforbaked tomato 
risotto^’ Irish lea bread, and 
carrot cakcdo make and eat at 
hame/Hercwndiet surround¬ 
ing matches is not so virtuous: 
fish and chips on Saturdays,' 
McDonald'S midweek. 

“It fewamnety eoating and 
gives jus. an. 1 awful tot of 
pleasure.” ■; said Ms Smith 

yestwday of her buy. “We are 

*9 supporters and season ticket- 

holders ahd in the last year we 
have had a chance to see what 
happens behind the scenes. If 
you showed rae a profit and 


balance sheet. I wouldn’t now 
which way up to hold it—but 1 
have other gifts.” 

It was Mr Wynn Jones, the 
editor of Sains burys Maga¬ 
zine and a supporter of tire 
Canaries from the age of 11, 
who introduced Mrs Smith to 
Norwich City. Her football 
fever began with England’s 
■'1966 World Cup win, but 
support-for Norwich gave her. 
a more day-to-day focus. The 
'Coupfohave been, regular visi-, 

, rots to Norwich games, both 
.f bjpme ind away for nearly 26 
years. . - • 

They bought their- shares 
from Geoffrey Watling, 84, but 
have no interest in ousting the 
present chairman/’ Barry 
Lockwood- "We are not going 
to ga in with afl guns blazing, 
and nothing'like that is on tiie 
agenda,” Mr wynn; Janes 
said. Their plan is to boost the 
dub’s annual revenues by 
£1 million through additional 
-catering, sponsorship arid 
commercial activities. . 

On the footballing side.- 
there is delight Mike Walker, 
the dub manager, said: “It is a 
very pleasant surprise and 
stabilises the duh. They have 

been successful in business 
and if they want to bring that 
success to the football duh it’s 
■ got to be brilliant." 

For Ms Smith, the purchase 
is more than a financial trans- 
. actianM think everyone wants 
to give the talents they have." 
she says. “It is very nice when 
you reach middle age and you 
can go in another direction.’' 

KHMBER 



Chippendales features eight 
strippers. 

/ Mr Leigh ton-Pope added: 
"Nothing lewd happens at alL 
although there may be some 
■scenes which would make a 
housemistress blush. It is all 
done in die best 
taste." 

Asked whether the 
strippers actually did a “full 
monty**. he replied: "It is a 
trick of the light.” 

A spokesman for the City 
Hall in Salisbury described 
the Chippendales’ show as 
"good dean fun". It fasted two 
hours and 900 women and 
just me man made up the 
audience who paid E.13.50 each 
for tickets. 

He added: . “The men 
stripped to their underwear 
and then the lights went out. It 
always goes down a storm. All 
the women were cheering and 
chanting as it went on. It was 
exotic dancing" 



A gains t the odds: Helen Beard with her husband David and mother Sylvia, and children Harry and Emily 


Family 
whose 
numbers 
came up 

By Paul Whittaker 

A FAMILY has beaten odds 
of a nrillkni to one with a 
sequence of birthdays. The 
birth of EmBy on tiie 12th 
day of tire 12th month at 12 
minutes past 12 noon has 
completed a string of ex¬ 
traordinary coincidences for 
the Beard family of Gosport, 
Hampshire. 

Emily ’s father, David, was 
born on the 4th day of the 4tfa 
month at 4.40pm, her moth¬ 
er, Helen, entered, the world 
on the 10th of tiie 10th, her 
brother Harry on the 6th of 
the 6th, and her maternal 
grandmother. Sylvia, arri¬ 
ved on the 11th of the 11th. 

The sequence has been 
rated a million-to-one 
chance by Ladbrokes. Mr 
Beard, a beating engineer, 
said: "Emily was supposed to 
be born at 10am. But there 
were complications so they 
pot the birth hack. 

“When 1 rang my mom to 
tell her, she said I'd been 
born at 4.40. That's when we 
realised how weird it was.” 


D^a Smith: a i*gularvisitor to Nrawfcb games 


A COMPANY THAT SURPASSES 
THE LIMITS OF SPEED HAD TO 
BECOME 
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HE HI-SPEED COMPANY 




Modern business demands ever-faster 
solutions. So to ensure that we remain at 
the leading-edge to provide these, we've 
changed. Worldwide, Alcatel now com¬ 
bines Hi-Tech with something equally 
important.We call Jt Hi-Speed, and it's 
designed to keep you ahead. In the UK 
alone, 3,000 people|with expertise in bat^ 
teries, cables, engineering & systems 

i' 

and telecommunications are eager to 
help you. To findgjout how, contact; 
malcolm.butlermabs.alcatel.co.uk 
9 Clifford StreetJiondon W1X 1RB. 
Telephone: 534 3700 

Fax: 0171 287 2439. www.alcatel.com 
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Scar gill‘guilty 



over £800,000 
cash transfer 


By Mark Henderson 

ARTHUR SCARGILL is set to 
be disqualified as a trustee of 
two miners’ welfare organ¬ 
isations after the Charity 
Commission yesterday found 
him guilty of misconduct over 
a £ 800,000 cash transfer. 

The president of the Nat¬ 
ional Union of Mineworkers 
wlU be removed as a trustee of 
the Yorkshire Miners’ Welfare 
Trust Fund and the Yorkshire 
Miners’ Welfare Convalescent 
Homes if he fails to respond 
adequately to the findings of a 
year-long investigation into a 
cash transfer between the two 
charities, which censured him 
and the NUM vice-president. 
Frank Cave. 

Mr Scargill and Mr Cave 
were found to have moved the 
money from the trust fund to 
the convalescent homes dur¬ 
ing inquorate meetings and in 
breach of correct procedures 
for approving such grants. 
They are alleged to have 
pressed the transfer to prevent 
the money being used for 
miners’welfare projects run in 
conjunction with employers. 

They have until foe end of 
January to make representa¬ 
tions to the commission to • 
contest ti\e findings, and have 
begun a High Court action 
against their proposed dis¬ 
qualification which will be 
heard in April. 

The commission launched 
foe inquiry in January after 
complaints from other trust¬ 
ees. thought to be British Coal 
appointments to the board, 
that Mr Scargill and Mr Cave 



Scargill; be has begun 

action in High Court 

had broken rules to force 
through the transfer. The 
NUM officials were suspend¬ 
ed as trustees in June: 

The commissioners said 
yesterday that, after foe inves¬ 
tigation. they were “satisfied 
that there has been miscon¬ 
duct and mismanagement in 
die administration of foe char¬ 
ities and that it was necessary 
or desirable to remove Mr 
Scargill and Mr Cave from 
their trusteeship”. 

Hie transfer prevented 
money from, foe miners’ trust 
fund being used for welfare 
projects that are “partnership- 
funded” with employers under 
rules introduced afte- the pri¬ 
vatisation of the coal industry 
in 19%. The NUM opposes 
partnership funding, which it 
says demands unfair contribu¬ 
tions from miners and should 
be wholly funded by employ¬ 


ers and the state. In May 1995, 
tiie trustees of the charities 
took a unanimous decision not 
to take part in the scheme in 
the “best interests” of York¬ 
shire miners, according to Mr 
ScargflL 

The trust fund was estab¬ 
lished in 1984 to ‘’promote the 
health, social well-being and 
condition of living” of current 
and former miners. The con¬ 
valescent ' homes charity, 
which runs two homes near 
Scarborough, was set up in 
1966. Mr Scargill and Mr 
Cave were also criticised by 
foe commission'over one of the 
Scarborough homes, which 
had “imp ro pe r ly" . refused 
places to former miners who 
had not continued to pay 
union.dues.after they were 
made redundant 

The c ommiss ion did not 
suggest that Mr Scargfll or 
Mr Cave had sought to benefit 
personally from the transfer, 
but found that they had taken 
decisions at meetings attended 
by too few trustees and had 
failed to follow procedures for 
approving such grants be¬ 
tween charities. 

The NUM said in a state¬ 
ment yesterday; “The national 
executive piedgesfull support 
for Ar thur Scargill and con¬ 
demns foe outrageous deri¬ 
sion to first suspend and now 
remove the NUM president as 
trustee." 

Mr Scargill said yesterday: 
“The union’s lawyers have 
issued court proceedings 
against the Charity Commis¬ 
sioners and demanded that 
both Frank Cave and I be 
reinstated «s trustees." 



John Gowar, the plastic surgeon who. treated two-year-old Hany Sherwood, with his young patient yesterday 


Sharkskin 
cure for 
the boy 
who fell 
on a fire 

By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

A BOY of two, who was 
badly burnt after falling on 
to a gas fire, has a shark to 
thank for his restored drin. r 

His surgeon. John Gowar, 
of Birmingham SeDy Oak 
Hospital, used an American 
material called Integra to 
repair the 31 per cent burns 
on Hany Sherwood's body. 

It is nude from a mixture of 
tendon, a rich source of 
the protein collagen, and 
shark cartilage, which en¬ 
courages the wounded tissue 
to grow again. 

Mr Gowar has used the 
material before, as have 
other British surgeons, but 
he is especially pleased with 
the results of Harry’s opera¬ 
tion. He used £2500 worth of 
foe artificial skin, made in 
New Jersey, to repair burns 
on Harry's back, chest arms 
and bottom. 

Harry’s mother, Donna, 
of Walsall, said: “I've been 
amazed how normal Harris 
<lrin looks. It’S jnst a little bit 
lumpy, but Mr Gowar ex¬ 
pects that to- settle down 
fairly quickly. He will still 
need to go back to hospital 
for dressing for quite a 
while yet, but at least he 
enjoys the train journeys.” 

Integra mimics skin with 
its two htyers—aut upper lay¬ 
er of silicone, which copies 
- the epidermis, and a lower 
one or dermis, made up of 
bovine collagen and shark 
cartilage. When laid on top 
of burnt tissue, the collagen 
is digested and a new layer 
of dermis produced. 

After a couple of weeks foe 
sOicone layer is removed and 
a layer of the patient's own 
epidermis seeded on to the 
surface. This .{prows into a 
new «kui with little scarring, 

if an goes well 


i 
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Defence ministers dear the Eurofighter for £40bn take-off 


AUJARBCJUREUTBRS 



The Eurofighter on the ground: it is designed to 
beat rivals in “dose encounters of die worst kind" 


By Michael Evans 

THE Eurofighter aircraft, designed 
to beat its rivals in "dose encounters 
of the worst kind", cleared foe final 
political hurdle yesterday when four 
defence ministers signed an agree¬ 
ment for foe full production phase of 
foe £40 billion programme. 

Alter years of political wrangling, 
mainly between Germany and its 
three other partners. Britain. Italy 
and Spain, over price rises and foe 
increasing sophistication of the 
multirole combat jet. the signing in 
Beam will safeguard 80,000 jobs in 
Britain and provide the RAF with an 
aircraft to replace the Jaguar and 
Tornado air defence fighter. 

George Robertson, foe Defence 
Secretary, who signed a memoran¬ 


dum of understanding with his three 
European - counterparts for the. 
plane's production ’ and in-servoe 
support phases of the programme, 
said: “This is a historic event which 
commits us to the future of the 
Eurofighter programme. It is also a 
vital step towards providing the air 
forces of our four nations with foe 
aircraft they need to respond to the 
uncertain challenges ahead.” 

Responding to critics of Euro- 
fighter, whim will cost British tax¬ 
payers about £16 billion — foe 
Ministry of Defence's most expensive 
procurement contract — Mr Robert¬ 
son said: “Our studies have shown 
conclusively that Eurofighter is the 
best available combat aircraft for the 
UK in foe post-Cold War world.” 

He added: “The four-nation pro¬ 


gramme will ensure that foe Euro¬ 
pean aerospace industry remains at 
the forefront of technology,- ft could 
also prove a catalyst for the industrial 
restructuring fogt.-js* espentiaj-. if 
Europe is to remain competitive in 
the world defence market" 

Next June, the Eurofighfer consor¬ 
tium. consisting of British Aerospace, 
Dasa of Germany, Casa of Spain and 
Alenia of Italy, will sign a production 
contract with the four governments to 
build 232 of the aircraft for the RAF, 
180 for the Luftwaffe. 121 for the 
Italian air force and 87 for the 
Spanish. 

Deliveries to foe RAF are sched¬ 
uled to begin in June 2002 and run on 
until 2014. British industry is primar¬ 
ily involved in construction of die 
front end of the jet. the cockpit, the 


front canard wings, part Of foe main 
wings, foe new EJ200 engines and 
much of the avionics, including foe; 
advanced new radar. 

About 200 Bffti$h epmpaafeSk4ftr; 
chiding GECrMiucwu, Dowry, Lu¬ 
cas. Martin Baker and Smiths 
Industries, are involved in the dev¬ 
elopment of: a range of equipment. 
The aircraft will be assembled at 
British Aerospace sites in Lancashire 
from components manufactured by 
companies m the four partner na¬ 
tions. Rolls-Royce will manufacture 
foe engines, primarily at plants in 
Bristol and Derby. . 

British Aerospace claims that only 
foe American F22 Raptor, currently 
in development and estimated to cost' 
twice as much as Eurofighter, will be 
able to out-manoeuvre the Euro¬ 


fighter in. foe next generation of 
aircraft.. 

. The MoD said foe F22 would not., 
be a good purchase because it would . ; 
rsfost aa extra £8 billion .for just an 
eight per cent improvement in.v 
performance. 

A spokesman for BAe said: “Critics' 
have claimed that Eurofighter has 
not been designed with stealth tech-: 
oology, because it doesn’t look like . 
foe American FI 17 Stealth fighter. 

“But if it had been designed to look*' 
like the stealth fighter it wouldn't be * 
able to operate as an air superiority 
aircraft. Eurofighter was designed to 
win dogfights and to be able to fly 
very tight turns and to escape at 
supersonic speeds without afterburn¬ 
ers. and thaTs as stealthy as it needs 
to-be." 


SLIMMER 
OF THE YEAR. 



Winner of the 'European Compact Camera of the Year 1997* (and 1996), 
the light, elegant and exceptionally high quality SAMSUNG Stim Zoom 145S 
has everything you need to take great pictures with the utmost ease. 

It makes it simple for beginners to experiment, with intelligent zooming 
modes like ‘fuzzy’ and ‘head and shoulders', phis shooting modes like 
‘continuous’, 'interval’ and ’spot' — you can even take three shots 
at three different lengths! 

Other features include a 38 - 1 45mm power zoom lens, a built -in flash 
with ’auto', ’fifl-tn'. ‘off and ‘pre-flash’ For red eye reduction, mulriautofocus, 
backlight control and exposure compensation, self-timer, ’landscape’ 

and ‘switchable ’panorama’ modes. £249. 

The price also includes ‘Taking Better Pictures’, a special VHS video 
with full operating instructions. 

photographic Department. Lower Ground Floon 
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Union seeks an 
answer to lack 
of teachers 

By John O’Leary, education editor 


THE biggest teaching union is 
joining forces with Govem- 
i mem advisers to try to settle 
j the arguments over whar is 
, putting graduates off joining 
the profession. 

-The unions have argued 
that low pay, s tre ss mid con¬ 
stant criticism from politicians 
and foe media are responsible 
for poor recruitment and re¬ 
tention. Ministers insist that 
they balance pressure with 
support for teachers and that 
pay compares well with other 
counfries. 

Now the National Union of 
Teachers is mounting joint 
research with foe Teacher 
Training Agency to find the 
real influences on students. 
More than 3JXX) final-year 
students have been asked their 
view of teaching as a career. 

A select committee of MPs 
has expressed concern about 
. foe feasibility of meeting the 
Government's class size tar¬ 
gets and maimainmg.quality 
ma range of shortage suigects 

unless more candidates can be 

attracted into the profession. 
The TTA has already 
launched a E10 milli on cam¬ 
paign to sell the profession to 
graduates with cinema adver¬ 
tising featuring Tony Blair 
and celebrities from the arts 
told sport 

Recruitment to teacher 
training has declined sharply 
since foe economy began to 
recover and more opportuni¬ 
ties opened up for graduates. 
Postgraduate courses had at¬ 
tracted only 13^00 applica¬ 
tions by foe beginning of 
December, compared with 


15,172 a year earlier; The four- 
year first-degree Bachelor of 
Education is also showing an 
8 pc cent drop in applications. 

Pupil numbers will continue 
to rise until at least 2002. 
Although the targets for re¬ 
cruitment to training' courses 
were raised this month, the 
NUT doubts that enough 
graduates will join unless 
conditions in schools improve. 

Doug McAvoy. the union’s 
genera] secretary, said: “The 
Government insists that its 
aim is to see. ever-improving 
p e r for m ance in schools. But 
this cannot be achieved with¬ 
out a significant increase in 
foe numbers of teachers re¬ 
cruited from among the 
brightest and best in our 
schools and higher education 
establishments. 

“This survey will help the 
TTA and the NUT to counter 
obstacles to recruitment iden¬ 
tified by the young people we' 

mast need to anraeL" 

□ David Blunketr. the Educa¬ 
tion and Employment Secre¬ 
tary, announced a £59 million 
boost in funding for education 
authorities to meet ambitious 
literacy targets yesterday. The 
Government has committed 
itself to ensuring that four oat 
of five 11-year-olds reach their 
expected reading age by 2002. 
The first allocations from the 
Governments £500 million 
standards fund were made to 
coincide with the second read¬ 
ing of the School Standards 
and Framework BQL Mr 
Blunkett said: “A firm grasp of 
the basics is vital for every 
child.- 



Bombed city will have 
bridge to the future «•. 


A GLASS BRIDGE of futuris¬ 
tic design is to span a street in 
Manchester city centre on the 
spot where the IRA bomb 
exploded last year, as a sym¬ 
bol of the city’s recovery after 
the shopping and office centre 
was ripped apart. 

The tubular bridge, which 
replaces the damaged origi¬ 
nal, will span Corporation 
Street, finking the world's 
largest Marks and Spencer 
store with the Amdale Centre, 
it was announced yesterday. 

Manchester Millennium 
Ltd, which is overseeing foe 
£1 billion rebuilding pro¬ 
gramme for the city centre, 
chose the design, an hour¬ 
glass-shaped spiral of steel 
and glass, from four final 
submissions. Its creators 
daim it as a world first. 

Shoppers will be able to 


By Russell Jenkins 

walk along a timber path . 
through foe largely transpar- . 
ent tube. The design was put 
together by architects Hodder 
Associates and die structural 
engineers Ove Arup. 

Patrick Kamcy. chairman 
of Manchester City- Council's 
dty centre connmftee,-said:: 
“Hie bridge will provide a 
dramatic experience for 
people either using or passing 
under it and fa a safe and 
exciting' lick between two of _ 
the most popular shopping 
complexes mtown.” Stephen . 
Hodder. of Stephen Hodder 
Associates, said: "The image 
of foe ruined bridge was one of 
the most vtvuf 'foDowing the • 
bombing. 1 feel that the rein¬ 
statement of foe bridge maybe 
seen as a. symbol of the dty 
centre's recovery.” • 

Publication of'foe design : 


came on foe same day as foe 
Prud ential confirmed that 
terms had been agreed with 
P&O for foe acquisition of the 
AmdaleCentre for more than 
£300 million. 

A design team has bed! 
appointed to create Exchangl 
, Square, a new public space, as 
part Of the rebuilding nm. 

Inc. based in Massachusetts, 
fa* been awarded the oS 
nussiqn to create a “superior 
and vital new public square" 
Martha Schwartz, a landscape 

ttzsz*** 

E^™c ilyand 

rlbe decayed designs for 

t?d to the dty council’s 
centre committee in Man4i 
1998- - : mareH : 
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! ByPaul Wilkinson 

' ^TAIN'S youngest, heart 
arid long transplant-. patient 
ha$ died more than seven 
years after his pioneering 
operation. ...; 

Ten-year-old Stephen Hol¬ 
lis: an only child, died peace¬ 
fully it the armsof his mother, 
Sonia, cm Sunday night His 
donated heart and lungs-were 
still woridng well at theeod, 
but his kidneys had failed, 
probably from the side-effects 
of pie drags he took to combat 
rejection of die transplant 

Yesterday his father. Mick 
Hollis, said: “We have had 
seven years with Stephen we 
might not have expected with¬ 
out die transplant We have 
some beautiful memories that 
no one can take away. 

a It couldnt have happened 
at 1 a worse time of year. 
Stephen always loved Christ¬ 
mas and this one is going to be 
Sipty without him. But be 
exceeded all expectations. I am 
glad he Has'passed away so 
peacefully: We have so many 
beautiful memories that we 
wouldn't have had without the 
transplant and we will trea¬ 
sure them. 

“He died peacefully in bed 
at home. We have known for a 
while that we have been on 
borrowed time. There has 
been a slow deterioration and 
we have watched him go 
through some bad times over 
the past 12 months. 

“We knew it was coming, 
but we always just hoped that 
bit wouldn't happen yet We 
rushed him into hospital last 
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Mick Hollis: said his 

son had died peacefully 

Monday but, by Wednesday 
night, his condition had de¬ 
clined so much that they told 
us there was nothing more 
they could do and we should 
take him home. 

“Over die years he has had 
to be an a strict diet But when 
we left the hospital, tbe doctors 
told us to forget it and let him 
have what he wanted. On the 
way home we called at a chip 
shop and he had his first fish 
and chips for two years. In the 
final' few days he has betel 
eating bars of chocolate and 
crisjs which be hadn't been 
ableiohave." . .. 

Stephen, from Horbury, 
near Wakefield, West York¬ 
shire, was born with lungs a 
quarter of the normal she and 
his .parents were told that his 
only hopie of survival was a 
heart and lung transplant 
They waited tm months fora 


.'suitable donor before die oper¬ 
ation could take, place at 
Killingbeck Hospital in Leeds, 
on April 28, 1990. At die time. 
Stephen was just over three 
;years old. 

mHrirjy — and ** W * S 
and amazing doctors^by* 1 the 
. speed of his recovery. He went 
home a month after the Opera¬ 
tion. 

At first doctors put him an 
right different drugs which his 
parents had to administer 
nine:times a day. As time 
passed, the number of drugs 
was reduced, but he still faced 
a daDy mixture. Mr Hollis. 42, 
a van driver said: “The side- 
effects finally got to him.” 

He said that, despite his 
condition, Stephen had been 
able to start school with other 
children of his age and joined 
in playground games. Until 
the final few months, he bad 
lived life to the full. 

But the nature of his pio¬ 
neering operation meant there 
was always a question mark 
about his long-term future and 
his parents continued to make 
the most of the fun he had. 

Yesterday Duncan Walker, 
the surgeon who caried out the 
transplant, said: “I am very 
sorry to hear of Stephen’s 
deaths It is very sad news. The 
drugs that transplant patients 
have to take can be very toxic 
. “I feel for his parents who 
have to be very dedicated to 
make sure the children take all 
the medication they have to... 
Stephen was a real. live-wire. 
My thoughts are with his 
mother and father.'' 



X 


. 





I 


Stephen Hollis was bora with lungs a quarter of the normal size. He had a transplant operation seven years ago 


Father to sue hospitals over kidney transplant failure 


) n take-of 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


A FATHER who donated * kidney 
to save his son {dans to sue the 
hospital trust that carried out the 
transplant. 

The operation did not succeed, 
after what Albert Young will claim 
was ne^genee by the Portsmouth 
Hospitals NHS Trust Mr Young, 
who is in -his 60s, says'tint *c; 
trusts hospitals failed to identify- 


that his kidney had.more than one 
arta^r leading to it, which makes 
the operation more diflmilt. 

■ He volunteered to give a kidney 
to his son,. PauL in March 1995. 
Operations involving live donors 
. have become ranch more common 
•in recent years;' as Acre are never 
sufficient Itidncys to meet the 
: demand for traaspbate. Both no- 
^ derwent tests^&od treatment at St 
Mary's Hospital, Portsmouth, and 


Queen Alexandra Hospital, in 
nearby Cosham. until the trans¬ 
plant operation in November that 
year. 

His sofiettnr, Andrew Thomp¬ 
son. has now served a High Court 
writ to obtain medical records 
connected with the operation. 

He Is trying to prove 1 that the 
kidney was removed without doc¬ 
tors perforating adequate tests to 
determine Mr Young's suitability 


as a kidney donor for his son. 

Mr Thompson, of the London- 
based firm Bolt Bunion, which 
specialists In eases of alleged 
medical negligence, said that he 
was not aware of another case in 
which an. organ donor had taken 
legal action against a hospital 
trust He-believed that any dam¬ 
ages award would be likely to 
exceed £100,000. * 

“What we are saying is that the 


extraction should never have taken 
place." Mr Thompson said. 

Mr Young, who refused to 
comment, now has only one kid¬ 
ney, but is back at work. He b 
planning to sue for the pain, loss, 
injury and damage he says be 
suffered as a result of the opera¬ 
tion. His son. who is still alive, was 
also unavailable for comment 
- - A spokeswoman for Portsmouth- 
Hospitals NHS Trust said she was 


aware of the impending legal 
action. ““Beyond that we cannot 
comment" she said. 

At Guy’s and St Thomas's Hospi¬ 
tal Trust in London, where many 
kidney transplant techniques have 
been pioneered, a spokeswoman 
said multi-vessel operations were 
rarely carried out on live donors. 
“There is a different approach to 
the operation and if is more 
difficult" she added. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Stalker 
dead after 
assault 
in street 

A stalker freed from custody 
on Friday, on condition that he 
stay out of Inverness, died 
after apparently being at¬ 
tacked in tiie town hours later. 
Michael MacKintosh, 60, is 
believed to have suffered seri¬ 
ous head injuries and died in 
hospital in Aberdeen on Sun¬ 
day, He had admitted in court 
that he had persistently fol¬ 
lowed and harassed a named 
woman, and was ordered not 
to approach or communicate 
with her. 

Crash injuries 

A 26-year-old student and her 
boyfriend were seriously in¬ 
jured after a sports car stolen 
from the wife of the comedian 
Harry Enfield last month col¬ 
lided with their car near Buck¬ 
ingham Palace. A 27-year-old 
man has been charged. 

Chase charge 

A man appeared before mag¬ 
istrates in Bolton charged with 
manslaughter and criminal 
damage after a taxi driver was 
killed by a car when he was 
chased on to a road. Dean 
Kirkman, 20, from Bolton, 
was granted bail. 

Ex-agent cleared 

Bernard Carr, 44. a Hartle¬ 
pool councillor and former 
election agent of Peter 
Mandelson. was deared of 
gross indecency after the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
asked local magistrates to 
discontinue the case. 

Blind tasting 

Britain’s first audible restau¬ 
rant menu service has been 
launched. Via Vita and 
Brown’s have joined the 
scheme, in which blind cus¬ 
tomers are handed portable 
cassette players and a tape of 
the day’s menu. 

Chain reaction 

Chain-gang style uniforms for 
Scottish offenders on com¬ 
munity service — introduced 
by Michael Forsyth, the for¬ 
mer Scottish Secretary — are 
to abolished. Local authorities 
had complained about the 
practice being demeaning. 
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Furore as McAleese takes rival Host 


A conciliatory 
gesture by the 
Irish President 
h as angered the 
Roman Catholic 
Church, reports 
Martin Fletcher 


MARY MCALEESE has be¬ 
come embroiled in the first 
major controversy of what 
promises ro be a - fiery seven- 
year term as President of 
Ireland after taking Commu¬ 
nion in a Protestant church. 

Through this seemingly 
laudable" attempt to “build 
bridges" to Northern Ireland, 
the former Belfast law profes¬ 
sor has created an unseasonal 
dispute between Roman Cath¬ 
olic and Protestant leaders, 
exposed a widening gulf be- 
rween the Catholic hierarchy 
and its increasingly liberal 
flock, and raised the prospect 
of an unprecedented show¬ 
down between Church and 
State. 

On Sunday Jean Kennedy 
Smith, the American Ambas¬ 
sador and a member of'her 
country's most prominent 
Catholic family, joined the 
controversy by taking Com¬ 
munion in the same place — 
Dublin's Christ Church Ca¬ 
thedral — where Dr McAleese 
undertook that simple but 
highly symbolic act on Decem¬ 
ber 7. Religion was "about 
bringing people together," 
Mrs Kennedy Smith said. 

ft is believed that no Irish 
President of the Catholic faith 
has taken Communion in a 
Protestant church before. As a 
practising Catholic and for¬ 
mer adviser to Catholic bish¬ 
ops. Dr McAleese must have 
fully understood the implica¬ 
tions of her action. She was 
evidently determined to keep 
her electoral promise and 
reach out across Ireland's 
religious divide. But the back¬ 
lash has been swift. 

Within days the Irish Bish¬ 
ops Conference declared that, 
under canon law, it was “not 
permissible for Roman Catho¬ 
lics to receive Communion in 
Protestant churches or ar Prot¬ 
estant services", and pointedly 
expressed the hope that “the 
issue will not arise again". 

Desmond Connell, the 


President McAleese taking Communion at 


Catholic Archbishop of Dub¬ 
lin and a theological purist 
then inflamed matters further 
by suggesting during a radio 
interview that for a Catholic to 
take Communion in a Protes¬ 
tant church was a “sham". 

Robin Eames. Primate of 
the Church of Ireland, hit back 
by saying he deeply regretted 
that something as sacred as 
the Eucharist should become 
the source of division, espe¬ 
cially "at a time when Chris¬ 
tians of different traditions are 
earnestly seeking greater un¬ 
derstanding and the healing of 
long-standing wounds". 

The Church of Ireland wel¬ 
comed baptised Christians of 
any tradition who wanted to 
participate in the Eucharist 
he said. “In a world of increas¬ 
ing secularism and a world in 
which Christianity itself is 
under attack, we ought surely 
to emphasise our points of 


agreement rather than over¬ 
emphasising our differences." 

Since then there has been a 
virtual free-for-all. with clergy, 
theologians, commentators 
and nuns weighing in with 
varying degrees of anger and 
regret, ana Irish newspapers 
dedicating whole pages to the 
issue. Dr .McAleese alone has 
remained silent But then the 
tide of public opinion seems to 
be flowing strongly her way. 

in a church in Co Cork on 
Sunday, several parishioners 
walked out when the priest 
said that Dr McAleese may 
have committed a mortal sin. 
One poll showed nearly 80 per 
cent supported her. News¬ 
paper letters pages have been 
equally supportive, as have 
most aiitorials. 

The Irish Times lamented 
that the Catholic Church had 
been “so ungenerous and 
forthright" in its condemna¬ 


tion, and suggested that it 
“seems set to lose ground and 
goodwill even with the many 
people who wish it well". Dr 
McAleese had “given tangible 
expression to her promise of 
bemg a builder of bridges. It is 
regrettable that Dr Connell 
and others cannot so readily 
be counted in her company.” 

Dr McAleese’s gesture was 
also welcomed in the North, 
where she is regarded with 
suspicion by many Unionists. 
She showed that “her profes¬ 
sions about bridge-building 
come from the heart", said the 
Belfast Telegraph. “The Cath¬ 
olic hierarchy felt it had to 
react — though it might have 
been best to remain silent". 

The burning question now 
is not whether, but when. Dr 
McAleese will again take 
Communion in a Protestant 
church — and how the Catho¬ 
lic Church will react 
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Heresy that has roots in centuries 


ROMAN Catholics are instructed 
from the cradle that to lake 
Communion in a Protestant 
church is forbidden because Prot¬ 
estant sacraments are considered 
to be invalid. 

The quest : n is still highly emo¬ 
tive for most traditional Catholics, 
many of whom can recall an era 
when even to enter a Protestant 
church was not far short of heresy. 

"Mary McAleese has taken Holy 
Communion in a church whose 
sacraments the Catholic Church 
docs not recognise as valid or true 
sacraments in the Catholic sense." 
said Monsignor William Steele, 
ecumenical officer for the Catholic 
diocese of Leeds. "This is the only 
example I know of where a Cath¬ 
olic Head of State has done this.” 

The row stems from the Refor- 


■ To Anglicans, the bread and wine are symbols; 
to Catholics they are the body and blood of Christ 
Ruth Gledhill reports on a fundamental difference 


mation and the question of priestly 
orders in the Anglican Church. 
Catholicism after the Reformation 
was outlawed and a series of 
draconian penal laws introduced. 
Everyone was forced to attend 
their new Anglican parish church 
each week and anyone who re¬ 
fused to do so was fined. 

Worse Still for Catholics, under a 
series of laws passed from 1571 
onwards, any Catholic priest dis¬ 
covered in England was consid¬ 
ered to be guilty of treason and 
subject to the death penalty. The 


first to die was Father Cuthbert 
Mayne in 1577. 

Gradually, over the centuries, 
the laws became less stridy en¬ 
forced, and were finally lifted 
under Catholic emancipation in 
the 19th century. 

But memories of the sufferings 
of that time remain, embodied in 
the surviving priests' boles in the 
homes of wealthy recusants who 
sheltered them from persecution.' 

While ecumenism has opened 
up unprecedented dialogue be¬ 
tween Anglicans and Catholics this 


century, the row over orders lin¬ 
gers on. 

In the immediate aftermath of 
the Reformation, it centred on 
whether the Church of England 
had maintained the apostolic suc¬ 
cession in the consecration of its 
bishops. 

There were repeated claims that 
the vital continuity in the “laying 
on of hands" from the time of the 
apostles had been broken with the 
appointment of Archbishop Mat¬ 
thew Parker by Queen Elizabeth I 
in 1559. 

The Church of that era was split 
by rumours that instead of being 
validly consecrated in the chapel of 
Lambeth Palace, Archbishop 
Parker had knelt on the floor of a 
pub, the Nag’s Head in Cheapside, 
and beers told by a bishop who had 


been deprived of his living to 
"receive the power of preaching the 
Word of God sincerely”. Ibis 
rumour was subsequently 
repudiated. 

But in 1896, Pope Leo XIII 
issued an encyclical, Apostolicae 
Curae, which stiH stands, and in 
which he condemned Anglican 
orders as “absolutely null and 
utterly void". 

This was on the grounds that the 
“intention” of the Anglican Church 
in its ordination rite is defective 
because there are no words or acts 
which confer explicitly on the priest 
the power to offer sacrifice. 

- The Second Vatican Council, 
which met from 1962 to 1965, 
softened the line slightly. 

In its document on ecumenism, 
the council recognised that the. 


Holy Spirit was at work in the. 
sacraments of other Churches. 

However, when the Church of 
England decided in 1992 to ordain 
women, it became dear from the 
Catholic response that Apostolicae 
Curae was still the offirial line. 

But even if the difficulty over 
priestly orders were to be resolved, 
problems stiff remain over -the 
nature of the sacrament itsdL 

Many Anglicans believe the 
bread and wine to be mere symbols 
of the body and blood of Christ 
whereas Catholics believe they 
have been transformed by the 
sacrament into the actual body and 
blood of Christ 

“It is like the difference between 
whisky and lemonade.” said one 
cradle Catholic “There is no 
comparison." ■ 


Ex-envoy *1! 
from Iraq 
given bail 
of £10,000 

A forma’ Iraqi ambassador 
seeking refuge in Britain was 
released from immigration de¬ 
tention yesterday, seven weeks 
after arriving ar Heathrow 
airport cm a false passport 
Majid al-Samarrai insists 
he faces death if he should 
return to Iraq. 

Mr al-Samarrai. 49. a for¬ 
mer Iraqi government propa¬ 
ganda chief and Ambassador 
to Libya, Bulgaria and most 
recently Venezuela, was re¬ 
leased on £10.000 bail after a 
hearing at the Immigration 
Appelate Authority in Fel- 
tham. West London. 

The former head of Nat¬ 
ional Radio and Television in 
Baghdad was interrogated by 
MIS officers during his deten¬ 
tion. His lawyer said that he 
would be asking the Home 
Office to issue urgent travel 
documents to allow Mr al- 
Samarrai's family to join him 
in Britain. 


£13,000 train set 

One of the oldest model trains 
to be sold at auction fetched • v 
EI3B00 in London. The Ger- *?}* 
man tinplate toy, consisting of ■> * 
a locomotive, tender, two car¬ 
riages and three goods wag¬ 
ons. was made by Buchner of 
Nuremberg. If had had only 
three e»wners since 1S49. 


Ship fire rages 

Firefighters were tackling a 
blaze on the 29.000-ton Brit¬ 
ish-registered Kukawa, which 
was towed into Falmouth by a 
tug. A stowaway who emerged 
after the fire broke out in the 
engine room in mid-Channel 
on Saturday was being ques- £ 
tinned by immigration officers. 

Drug-rape arrest 

A man of 19 was remanded in 
custody by Manchester magis¬ 
trates, charged with drugging 
and raping a schoolgirl. Kevin 
Michael Hunt, of from Nevvall 
Green, Wythenshawe. 
Manchester, is accused of 
•attacking die 12-year-old girl 
on Friday. 

Ferry rescue 

Three hundred passengers 
vwsre involved in a rescue 
operation when their ferry. 

The Pride of Le Havre. went to j 

the aid of a blaring cargo ship 
in the Channel. All crew 
members were winched to 
safety!'. 
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Pilot kOled 

A pilot, killed when his two- 
seater Cessna crashed into a 
hillside near Gatehouse of 
Fleet in Dumfries and Gallo¬ 
way on Sunday, has been 
named as Phillip Williams, 44. 
of Kilmarnock. He was flying 
from Carlisle to Prestwick, 
and had reported a fault. 

Turkey’s reprieve 

A 201b turkey on a poultry 
farm at Hemyock, Devon, has 
been saved from die ChrisT- 
mas table after becoming 0 
surrogate mother to 11 ducJ^ 
lings. It sat on the nest of 
abandoned eggs for 28 days 
and now stands guard over 
the hatched ducklings. 


The best 
Christmas 
present tor 

500 years 

For 500 years the Nukak, one of 
Amazonia's last nomadic tribes, have 
seen their land stolen from them, and 
their people die. Recently half their 
population has been wiped out by 
diseases brought in by outsiders. The 
mar on the right of this photo was 
amongst them. But now. thanks to 
Survivals members, their land 3nd their 
future arc secure. 

After a six-year Survival campaign, the 
Colombian government this week finally 
moved to protect all the Nukak's land. 
For the First Christmas in 500 years the 
Nukak have a reason to celebrate. 
Unfortunately, many other tribal peoples 
around the world are not so lucky. If you 
would like to help the world's most 
effective campaigning organisation for 
tribai peoples, please ask for details. 

As the Nukak will confirm, it's worth it. 









Survival is a worldwide organisation 
supporting tribal peoples. It stands for their 
right to decide their own future and helps them 
protect their lives, lands and human rights. 


Survival 
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Boxer sentenced 
for threat to PCs 

BY A CORRESPON DENT 


HERBIE HIDE,, the world 
heavyweight boxing champi¬ 
on, was ordered yetwday to 
do 60 hours' community ser¬ 
vice after admitting using 
threatening behaviour to two 
police officers. 

The 26-year-old Briton, who 
holds the World Boxing Org¬ 
anisation version of the heavy¬ 
weight crown, threw a punch 
ar PC Maria-Jane Horder, 
which she ducked to avoid, 
magistrates in Norwich were 
told. He also pushed PC Robin 
Booth by, 33. in the face. 

Hide, who lives in Norwich, 
admitted threatening behav¬ 
iour at a hearing earlier this 
month. A charge of assaulting 
police officers, which he de¬ 
nied. had been dismissed after 
the prosecution offered no 
evidence. 

The magistrates ordered 
him to complete his commun¬ 
ity service within 12 months. 
They said he should pay 
compensation of £50 each to 
PC Horder and PC Boothby. 
plus £50 costs. 

Hide was stopped while 
driving his Bentley erratically 
in Norwich late one night in 
July and, questioned by police, 
he had become abusive, screw¬ 
ing up a traffic form and 
swearing. Nick Methold. for 
the prosecution, said that PC 


Boothby was pushed in the 
face while attempting to radio 
far assistance after Hide had 
snatched a traffic docket from 
him. 

PC Horder approached die 
boxer and told him he was in 
danger of being arrested. “He 
threw a punch at her with his 
hand in a clenched fist.” said 
Mr Methold. "ft missed. She 
ducked to avoid II” 

The court was told that Hide 
was in breach of a conditional 
discharge order imposed two 
years ago after he was convict¬ 
ed of causing criminal dam¬ 
age in a "road rage" incident 
Magistrates heard that he had 
driven into the back of -a 
woman’s car after taking a 
“dim view" of the way she was 
driving. He also owed nearly 
£600 m unpaid traffic and 
parking fines. 

After the hearing Hide, who 
regained his title in Norwich 
in June and is to defend it in 
February, said he hoped to 
complete his community ser¬ 
vice by doing fitness work 
with youngsters. The boxer 
was accompanied to court by 
his new agent, the former 
Wimbledon footballer John 
Fashanu, who said he. intend¬ 
ed to help to create a new 
■image for Hide and to allow 
him to concentrate on bating. 


TV stations declare war 
over hellish neighbours 

By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


hours from Hell was responsi¬ 
ble yesterday for causing a 
fresh outbreak of hostility 
between ITV and the BBC. 

ITVs director of pro¬ 
grammes, David Liddiment. 
accused BBCI executives of 
"petty small-mindedness" and 
accused them of poaching the 
idea from under ITV's nose. 

The result is that both 
channels will now screen un¬ 
cannily similar documentaries 
about feuding neighbours 
within an hour of each other 
on the same night. Mr 
liddiment said it was a bla¬ 
tant example of the BBC 
letting its preoccupation with 
ratings override its commit¬ 
ment to its public service 
remit. 

The war began last summer 
when ITV showed its one-off. 
hour-long programme Neigh¬ 
bours from Hell, which 
gained an audience of 11 mil¬ 
lion. HV immediately began 
phoning a follow-up series 
but in the autumn the pro¬ 
gramme maker, Carlton, 
made the executive producer, 
Roger James, redundant 

The- two freelance directors 
who. had been working with 
Mr James decided they want¬ 
ed to carry on working with 
him and offered the idea to 


programme together and have 
an unfinished series of two 
episodes of Neighbours cu 
War to begin screening on 
Monday,. January 5,--at 
920 pm, which was for years 
scheduled as the Panorama 
slot. 

ITV has responded by re¬ 
scheduling its series Neigh¬ 
bours from Hell at 8.30 pm on 
the same night, insisting that 
it was a commercial, competi¬ 
tive organisation, not a public¬ 
ly funded one. 

Mr Liddiment said he was 
“very surprised" the BBC had 
“enprycatted" ITV's idea. “They 
have a fine tradition of mak¬ 
ing factual programmes, and I 
am surprised they need to nick 
ideas from us. It is petty and 
rather pathetic. 

“Neighbours at War is 
scheduled in what was a slot 
reserved for serious investiga¬ 
tive journalism. Panorama 
has now been put back to 
10 pm, which shows the in-' 
erasing marginalisation of its 
public service responsibil¬ 
ities." 

A ..BBC spokesman said: 
nv IS bemg disingenuous for 
takmg the conscious decison to 
nsk irritating the audience by 


scheduling Neighbours from 
Hell on the same night af 
Neighbours at War. 

“Our programme will b< 
different with foil public ser 
vice support for people caughi 
up in these situations. Then 
will be a hotline and odw| 
information available." 

The BBC denied it was 
being petty and small-minded 
and claimed that the idea ol 
feuding neighbours had been 
done by Channel 4 and World 
in Action before. "It is no) 
new", said the spokesman, 
Mr Liddiment has recently 
poached a number of high 
profile staff from the BBC 
including the head of sport 
Brian Barwick, 
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Recor d-breakin g bird 
comes in from the cold 

A Russian swan is back for its 27th Christmas, writes Lin Jenkins 


THE SWAN’S EPIC JOURNEY 


BEWICK SWAM 
35r MJCmtwy route 
Right altitude: 6,000ft 
Flight sp«ed: 51mph 

Weight 8-17 lb 
Length: 45-49 Inches 





Ai BEWICK’S swan named 
Casino has entered the record 
books by returning to Britain 
for its 27th consecutive winter. 
. The swan landed at the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
at Slim bridge, Gloucester¬ 
shire. after a 2J50Omfle flight 
f %>m northern Russia. Its an- 
&ual arrival' at the reserve 
beats by a year the previous 
record set by a Bewick’s swan 
in the early 1980s. The normal 
lifespan of a Bewick’s swan is 
15 years. 

■’ Its history has been chroni¬ 
cled by researchers at 
Slim bridge. They know that 
the bird has had two mates, 
both now dead, and 32 off¬ 
spring. One of its cygnets has 
joined it at the reserve, which 
is used as a wintering ground 
by between 400 and 500 
Bewick’s swans. 

. They will stay until the end 
pf February before returning 
to their Russian breeding 
grounds. John Bowler, a re¬ 
search officer at Slimbridge, 
has been watching the bird's 
progress for nine years. He 
said: “She is looking very good 


and there is no apparent 
reason why she should not 
keep going. She could pair up 
and breed again and we have 
our fingers crossed for next 
year." 

The bird, who was ringed as 
a chick, no longer has its tag 
but is easily recognised by the 
Slimbridge watchers because 


of its distinctive beak mark¬ 
ings. However, if it returns 
next year. Dr Bowler will not 
be there to see it. He is shortly 
to begin a new job. tracking 
sea and tropical birds in the 
Seychelles for the Wildlife 
Trusts. 

He said: “1 am looking 
forward to the change. But 1 


will miss the Bewick's swans, 
particularly Casino." 

Bewick's swans are winter 
visitors to Britain and are 
sometime*; confused with 
whooper swans, which have a 
similar flight, call and habits. 
They nest on tundra and breed 
on islets in estuaries of large 
rivers or near shallow water 
on low-lying shores. Some¬ 
times several pairs may nest 
in a limited area, each pair 
building a large, smooth nest 
up to 24 ft high and built of 
moss with a few lichens. 

in winter and in migration, 
the swans can be seen on 
lakes, reservoirs, flooded 
grasslands and sometimes 
sheltered sea bays. They feed 
almost entirely cm vegetable 
matter — seeds, pond grass 
and aquatic plants — although 
pan of a small fish has been 
recorded, and remains of wat¬ 
er insects. 

Bewick's swans are less 
common than mute or whoop¬ 
er swans, but can often be seen 
in family groups or large 
flocks when they winter in 
Britain. 
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Casino the Bewick’s swan at Slimbridge yesterday. It is the oldest swan recorded 


Chief of 
police puts 
policy into 
practice 

By Paul Wilkinson 

A CHIEF constable has expe¬ 
rienced policing at the sharp 
end while travelling through 
his patch. Barry Shaw. 56. 
who pioneered the “zero toler¬ 
ance" policy in his Cleveland 
force, was being driven to a 
carol concert when they saw a 
woman being attacked by two 
men. He told PC Ian McDon¬ 
ald to pull over. 

Before Mr Shaw could inter¬ 
vene, the woman was thrown 
through a shop window. As¬ 
sisted by his driver, Mr Shaw 
held the men until other 
officers arrived. The woman. 
35, who was with rwo children 
in Middlesbrough when she 
was attacked last Thursday 
evening, did not require medi¬ 
cal attention. 

Cleveland police said: "The 
chief knows thaT officers on 
the streets could have dealt 
with this, bui he was on the 
scene. It does prove that our 
positive policing strategy goes 
right to the top." 

A man has been charged 
with assault, and four others 
are expected to face charges of 
causing an affray. 
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Hospital set 
second patient 
free to kill 


By Mark Henderson 


A TEENAGE schizophrenic 
killed his neighbour after 
J, being released from a hospital 
which was recently criticised 
for discharging another 
patient who went on to kill. 

Tolga Kurter, now 20. of 
Islington. North London, 
pleaded guilty at the Old 
Bailey yesterday to the man¬ 
slaughter of Nicky Boyd, 42, 
on the ground of diminished 
responsibility. The Recorder 
of London, Judge Lawrence 
Vemey, QC. ordered that he 
be detained indefinitely at 
Rampton Special Hospital. 

Kurter was 19 when he 
stabbed Mr Boyd to death in 
April, a few months after 
undergoing treatment at-.the- 
Waterlow Unit of the 
Whittington Hospital in Arch¬ 
way, North London. In 
March, the same psychiatric 
unit was the subject of a 
critical inquiry into the release 
of Martin Mursell, who killed 
#Yis stepfather and tried to kill 
his mother two weeks after 
leaving its care in 1994. 

Norman Harvey, a consul¬ 
tant psychiatrist who took the 
decisions to release both 
Kurter and Mursell, resigned 
from his position at the hospi¬ 
tal in May after he was 
suspended pending an inquiry 
into Mr Boyd’S death. Dr 
Harvey was strongly criticised 
in the report into the killing by 
Mursell, which found he had 


r 


“not responded adequately" to 
the patient's continuing need 
far out-patient care. 

Henry Kennedy, a psychia¬ 
trist. told the court that Kurter. 
who had convictions for 
assault dishonesty and pos¬ 
sessing offensive weapons, 
had not been found to have 
schizophrenia, despite dear 
signs that he was suffering 
from- iL “In hindsight the 
totality of the information 
stows he had been exhibiting 
signs of schizophrenia," he 
said. “I believe this diagnosis 
was not reached because the 
dinidans did not want to 
make a diagnosis that carries 
such a devastating prognosis.” 
' . .-Mr Boyd, a taxi driver who 
lived on the same estate as 
Kurter. was stabbed to death 
an April 22. Kurter believed he 
had killed Micky Spears, his 
mother’s former lover, tire 
court was told. 

Camden and Islington 
Health Authority, which is 
responsible for the Waterlow 
Unit, won a High Court action 
this month to halt a damages 
suit by Christopher Clunis. a 
psychiatric patient who killed 
a man on a London Under¬ 
ground platform after being 
discharged from the author¬ 
ity's care. It is conducting a 
review of mental health ser¬ 
vices. and yesterday an¬ 
nounced an inquiry into the 
Kurter case. 
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America 
trusts 
more in 
God and 
miracles 

From Ian Bkodie 
in Washington 

AMERICANS' faith in 
God and belief in miracles 
are surging to their high¬ 
est levels in ten years, 
according to an opinion 
poll published yesterday. 

The Pew Research 
Centre in Washington re¬ 
ported that 71 per cent of 
respondents said they nev¬ 
er doubted the existence of 
God — up from 60 percent 
in 1987. Belief that mir¬ 
acles came from the power 
of God was held by 61 per 
cent, an increase of 14 per 
cent from a decade ago, 
while 53 per cent said 
prayer was important to 
daily life, compared to 41 
per cent previously. 

The trend appears to be 
reflected in popular cul¬ 
ture. The television pro¬ 
gramme Touched by an 
Angel is among the top- 
rated shows, and books on 
angels, miracles and spiri¬ 
tuality are booming. 

Martin Marty, a church 
historian, said science and 
ideology were not seen as 
powerful as ten years ago. 
He drew a contrast be¬ 
tween Americans being at 
ease with the notion of 
God, and Europe, where 
religion had suffered from 
scepticism and wars. He 
said America's immi¬ 
grants became more reli¬ 
gious after they arrived. 

Belief in God does not 
translate into comparable 
church attendance. Forty 
per cent of Americans say 
they go to church, but die 
real figure may be only 30 
per cent Mr Marty said. 



Leonid Brezhnev on a hunting expedition. The KGB appare n tly refused his suggestion that it should murder NOdta Khrushchev, right his predecessor 93 Soviet leader 

KGB refused to kill Khrushchev 


TH E late Soviet leader, Leonid 
Brezhnev, contemplated or¬ 
dering the assassination of 
Nikita Khrushchev, his prede¬ 
cessor. in 1964 but lost his 
nerve and instead instigated a . 
bloodless coup, according to a 
former secret service chief. 

Shedding new light on one 
of the most dramatic episodes 
in Soviet history, Vladimir 
Semichasmy, the head of the 
KGB from 1961 to 1967, broke 
his silence at the weekend to 
disclose that the feared secret 
police had rejected the sugges¬ 
tion that it “eliminate physi¬ 
cally" die Communist leader. 


Leonid Brezhnev wanted to have 
his predecessor assassinated, writes 
Richard Reeston from Moscow 


"He [Khrushchev] had be¬ 
come. by that time, an over¬ 
ripe fruit for our society and 
our country, and without his 
removal problems would have 
been compounded," die elder¬ 
ly former spy chief told Rus¬ 
sia'S hTTV television on Sun¬ 
day. Although Khrushchev is 
today fondly remembered by a 


whole generation of Russians 
for his liberalism and his 
famous speech in 1956 de¬ 
nouncing Stalin to die 20th 
Congress of the Soviet Com¬ 
munist Party, after a decade in 
power he had become increas¬ 
ingly isolated from the party 
leadership. 

Brezhnev was die key insti- 


of a plot to overthrow 
i that bad die tarit support 
of the KGB and most key 
members of the Politburo. 
However, only a decade after 
the death of Stalin, none of the 
leadership wanted to take die 
first move for fear of bong 
arrested and shot. 

“Brezhnev was not a partic¬ 
ularly brave man," Mr Serni- 
chastrry said. “He was already 
w illing to become the top 
leader, but wanted someone 
else to sort thing s out with 
Khrushchev, without getting 
involved himself. He was stm 
rather afraid of Khrushchev 
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so he did not have enough 
courage to go about it." Mr 
Semichastny said that Brezh¬ 
nev finally approached the 
KGB directly and suggested 
that Khrushchev should be 
removed by force, either 
through arrest or assassina¬ 
tion. “When this matter was 
raised, 1 flatly refused, say 
there would be no 
action and no arrest, nothing 
like that," he said. “You have a 
Central Committee' plenum, 
you have the Central Commit¬ 
tee.] said, so go on and make a 
decision, but we are not going 
to do this — at least the KGB 
will not play any part” 

In die event Brezhnev 
waited until Khrushchev went 
on holiday to the Blade Sea 
resort of Pitsunda that Octo¬ 
ber before winning the sup¬ 
port of fellow Politburo mem¬ 
bers to oust him. The Soviet 
leader was recalled to Mos¬ 
cow, supposedly for an urgent 
' meeting on agriculture, where 
he was presented with a fait 
accompli and told to resign. . 

his Kfifrap 1 
lyguard had given 
a warning of the plot he was 
taken by surprise and did not 
try to fight the decision. In¬ 
stead he retired to a dacha in 
the country, where he died in 


obscurity in 1971 and was the 
only Soviet hauler to be burial 
outside Red Square. 

Khrushchev's brief era of 
liberalisation was quickly 
smothered' during the long 
period of stagnation under 
Brezhnev's rule. However, his 
reforms did leave a powerful 
impression cm a generation of 
young Russians. Many later 
played key roles in pushing 
through the radical changes 
introduced by Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev in the mid-1980s. 

□ Tbilisi: The grandson of 
Josef Stalin offered Georgia a 
gift on the 118th anniversary of 
the dictator’s birth — a book 
containing names and pic¬ 
tures of Stalin’s foes. 

In an interview on Georgian 
television broadcast yester¬ 
day, Yevgeni Dzhugashvili, 
59. a former Soviet army 
colonel, criticised journalists 
and historians who “denounce 
and deride” Stalin. 

“We have decided to start a 
‘blade book* of those who 
slander Stalin, accompanied 
piohires^.m " 
ferig^saifcl 
Dzhugashvili, whose surname 
was Stalin’S real name. A copy 
of the book will be stored at 
Stalin's museum in his home¬ 
town of Gori. 


Kennedy* 
ordered 
troops 
out of 
Vietnam 


From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 

NEW evidence surfaced yes¬ 
terday that President Kenne* 
dy had been planning to pull 
Ameri can forces out of South 
Vietnam, a move that would 
have averted America's great¬ 
est military defeat 

Documents released from 
government archives include 
a memo written by General 
Maxwell Taylor, his chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Statt in October 1963, seven 
weeks before the President's 
assassination in Dallas. The 
general told the joint chiefs to 
plan for the withdrawal of all 
US military personnel by the 
end of 1965. Indeed, they were 
to withdraw L000 of their 
troops by the end of 1963. 

Kennedy's successor, Lyn¬ 
don Johnson, feared that a 
withdrawal would expose 
him to accusations of being 
soft on communism when he 
ran for the presidency in his 
own right in 1964. He re-l.- 
versed Kennedy 98 strategy. 

The memo will add to 
controversy among historians 

over Kenne dy's intentions in 
Vietnam. When tire late Rob¬ 
ert Kennedy ran for president 
as an anti-war candidate in 
1968, he assured supporters 
tKat his brother had been 
determined to avoid a land 
war in Asia. 

But Ronald Spector, a 
Washington history profes¬ 
sor. argues that a decisive 
factor in keeping US troops in 
Vietnam may have been the 
assassination of Ngo Dinh 
Diem, President of South 
Vietnam, between the writing 
of the Maxwell memo and 
Kennedy's death. 
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Kennedy: determined to 
avoid land war in Asia 
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A misspent youth helps 
the joystick generation 


: : 

J ’ 


From TUnku Vakadarajan in new tork 


A GROWING body of re¬ 
search in America suggests 
that computer and video 
games — for long the bane of 
parents who believe that such 
gadgets do no more than rot 
their children’s brains — may 
benefit the health of young 
minds. 

Scientists argue that these 
games, far from addling the 
heads of- adolescents, help 
children to develop their skills 
of concentration, “visualisa¬ 
tion* and problem-solving. 

According to a report in The 
New York Times yesterday,, 
same experts even believe that 
computer games are a contrib¬ 
uting factor in the. steady rise 
in IQ scares in the industrial¬ 
ised world in recent years. 

In a study of about 200 


students in America and Italy, 
published in The Journal of 
Applied Developmental Psy¬ 
chology, researchers conclud¬ 
ed that computer games “are 
not a waste of time”. Instead, 
they should be seen as a form 
of intellectual exercise. 

There is evidence also that a 
youth “misspent” in the com¬ 
pany of computer games 
serves as useful grooming for 
a role in a high-technology 
economy. According to Patri¬ 
cia Greenfield, a Professor of 
Psychology at the University 
of California in Los Angeles, 
“the same skills used in com¬ 
puter games are basic techno¬ 
logical literacy skills, and 
these skills are extremely im¬ 
portant in the modem world". 

Another scholar. J. C. Here, 



Computer ace Matthew Broderick and Ally Sheedy 
pit their wits against the system in V/argames 


from Harvard University, ech¬ 
oes that thesis. In her recent 
book. Joystick Nation: How 
Video Games Ate Our Quar¬ 
ters, Won Our Hearts, and 
Rewired Our Minds, she 
wrote: “Video games are per- ■ 
feet training for life in fin de\ 
si6de America, where daily 
existence demands the ability 
to parse 16 kinds of informa¬ 
tion being fired at you simulta¬ 
neously from telephones, 
televisions, fox machines, 
pagers, personal digital assis-' 
tants, voice messaging sys¬ 
tems, postal delivery, e-mail 
and the Internet. 

“You have to recognise pat¬ 
terns in this whirl of data and 
you have to do it last. Those to 
the joystick bom have a built- 
in advantage." 

Such statements would have 
been treated as heresy only 
five years ago by parents and 
teachers. Fears of a “mindless 
addiction'' once led C. Everett 
Koop. a former US Surgeon- 
Goieral. to say that American 
children were “into these 
games body and soul". 

Yet those fears are now <£■ 
crumbling as evidence 
emerges that a childhood 
spent with computer games 
does not turn potential solid 
citizens into unproductive veg¬ 
etables. According m j^it 
Hare], founder of an Internet 
website for children, “the kids 
who grew up immersed in 
computer games are now in 
tnar 20s and they are for the 
most part a generation 
bright, thoughtful and 
cessfiil young people". 
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Rabbi laundered drug money 

r York; A rabbi and his million) from Colombian and . back to the dealw* r 


-New York; A rabbi and his million) from Colombian and 
brother yesterday admitted Dominican drug dealers in 

1995 and 1996. .By putting the 
cash through Congregation 
Eitz Chaim and Bobover Ye- 
shiva and another organiza¬ 
tion. Chaim Shd Shulem, all 
located, in the heavily Ortho* 
dox Jewish Borough Pafk : 
section of Brooklyn, they were 
able to move the money to 
Swiss bank accounts and then 


money-laundering 
after channelling more thaw 
$3 miIIion in Colombian drug 
pro c e ed s through a Brooklyn 
synagogue and yeshfrm (reli¬ 
gious school). 

The men were charged with 
being part of a group of 
Orthodox Jews who lamp 
dered the $35 million (£23 


w _k* e dealers. Rabbi 

-5P5* 1, and his 
oromer Abraham Reiss. 4S_ 

several court, - * 

Mahfr Jaoes up t0 four 

bT StllI S^ S ' 

bidden m bank and stock 
accounts. (Reuters) 
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BILL CLINTON cemented his 
almost mythical status among 
Bosnians yesterday by becom¬ 
ing the first American Presi¬ 
dent to visit Sarajevo, their 
capital, and the most warmly 
received dignitary of the post¬ 
war period- 

people such as the Pope and 
the U2 rock group have trod¬ 
den the same path this year, 
but the pomp, chaos and 
traffic jams surrounding their 
tours paled when compared 
with the Clinton roadshow. 

The President, seen as the 
saviour of the Bosnian nation, 
the man whosucceeded where 
Europe's leaders failed, did 
not disappoint, and gave a 
heartfelt speech in the national 
theatre that visibly moved 
many Bosnian, politicians.. 
Even Biljana Plavsic, the Bos¬ 
nian Serb President and a 
stranger now reviled in the 
town of her youth, appeared to 
be on the point of tears. 

. After listening to the Saraje¬ 
vo. Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Mr Clinton, who was accom¬ 
panied by his wife Hillary and 
daughter Chelsea, gave a ten- 
minute speed) that was re¬ 
layed to hundreds outside and 
broadcast live on national 
television. “You have seen 
what war has-wrought, 1 ” he 
said, his. voice croaking. “You 
know what peace can bring. 
Seize the dance before you. 
You can do nothing to change 
the past, but if you can let it §o, 
you can do everythin! 10 
the future^The world is watch¬ 
ing. the choice is yours. May 
you make the right one.” 

He was applauded by Presi¬ 
dent Izetbegovic of Bosnia and 
Kresimir Zubak, the Croat 
member of the state presiden¬ 
cy, both of. whom he had 
praised. Conspicuously,. he 
did 'not thank' Manual; 
Krajisnik, die Bosnian' Serb 
member of the presidency, 
who did rictfatiend the theatre 



Sarajevans turned out in force 
for a morale-boosting — and 
theatrical — first visit by a US 
President, Tom Walker reports 


ceremony, although he did 
meet Mr Clinton earlier. 

The Clintons and their vast 
entourage, including 'Made¬ 
leine Albright, toe Secretary of 
State, and Bob and .Elizabeth 
Dole, touched down in a C17 
transport. The Spirit of Bob 
Hope, in thick mist at Saraje¬ 
vo at. 730am, their flight flora 
Washington having been re¬ 
routed through Germany. 

A huge security operation 
that had taken days of plan¬ 
ning and rehearsing sprang 
into action, with snipers and 


6 After Tito, he 
was the first to 
really support 
. the idea of 
the Bosnian 
nation 3 


anti-terrorism experts guard¬ 
ing every angle for a potential 
assassin. Helicopters whirred 
overhead and from farther 
above came the quiet drone of 
unseen Awacs spyplanes. 

The initial port of call for the 
30wehide motorcade was the 
national museum, where they 
were driven into a green tent, 
where photographers were oc¬ 
casionally invited to snap toe 
American leader with the joint 
Bosnian presidency. 

The column of gleaming 
vehicles then, made an un¬ 
scheduled detour-into the Old 


City, where to the crowds 
delight toe Clintons made a 
brief walkabout in the cathe¬ 
dral square and took a coffee 
in the Bosnia comer caffe. 

“He is up there like a god to 
us. like Tito.” said Hamdija 
Krestalica, who had brought 
with him his entire adminis¬ 
tration department from the 
central post office. “After Tito, 
he was the first rate who really 
supported the idea of the 
Bosnian nation.” 

For some European observ¬ 
ers the Clinton phenomenon 
was a galling experience. “It is 
a cosmetic exercise,” said one 
French officer in Nam'S Stab- 
.ilisation Force, wincing at the 
sometimes chocolate-box na¬ 
ture of tile speech. “I do not 
know who he is fooling — 
probably the Americans. 1 
hope not toe Bosnians.” A 
colleague was equally add: “It 
is appropriate that he gives 
out this stuff in a theatre.” 

Mr Clinton told his audi¬ 
ence that “we gather in the 
dawn after a long darkness” 
and urged the politicians star¬ 
ing ax him from the front row 
to heed the Dayton peace ac¬ 
cord. now two years old but 
hardly implemented. 

“Those who rise to that 
responsibility will have the 
full support of the internation¬ 
al community: those who 
shirk it will isolate them¬ 
selves,” he said in a pointed 
reference to Mrs Plavsic, the 
one Serb leader apparently 
prepared to do business with 
Washington and the West. 

Photograph, page 20 



President Clinton in Sarajevo yesterday with his daughter, Chelsea, and wife, Hillary. Later, the family flew north to visit American troops 

Serb hardliner defeated at fourth ballot 



Milosevic relief as so¬ 
cialist wins run-off 


ByTom Walker 

SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC looked to 
have earned himself more breathing 
space yesterday as his socialist candidate 
celebrated victory in the runoff for the 
Serbian presidency. 

A collective sigh of relief was breathed 
by diplomats and Western capitals, 
where the resurgence of extreme Serbian 
nationalism, under the maverick lawyer 
and one-time paramilitary leader 
Vojislav Seselj. was viewed with horror. 
The election commission said that Milan 
Mffntinovic, the former foreign minister, 
won 5&6 per cent of votes polled on 


Sunday, compared with 38.1 for Mr 
Seselj. Turnout had been just above the 
50 per cent level necessary for validity — 
the flaw in Mr Seselj’s apparent victory 
last month! Mr Mflutmovic said last 
night “We have finally finished these 
elections. Now it is time to get to work.” 

Mr Seselj, whose share of the vote 
collapsed, claimed that widespread fraud 
was behind the socialist victoty. He 
blamed ballot-stuffing and intimidation 
of his party's representatives in the 
southern region of Kosovo. The majority 
Albanian population there tardy votes, 
bat turnout was mysteriously high. 
Belgrade's middle dasses. exhausted by 


an election that gave them a choice 
between Mr Milosevic’s socialism and 
Mr Seselj’s recipe of hard work and 
xenophobia, appeared to have voted 
largely to stop toe financial drain of the 
constant re-runs — it was the fourth time 
they had been asked to vote in three 
months. 

Television probably played a part in 
Mr Seselj’s downfall. The state channel 
broadcast a damning portrait of him an 
hour before the election media blackout 
It showed selected highlights of Mr 
Sesdj's parliamentary years, including 
him beating up opponents and pulling 
out a gun. 
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AND she brought forth her 
fijyt-bom son and -mapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in 
the inn . Luke ii, 7. 

THE same fate is Etody to- 
befall the millions of Christian 
pilgrims expected here to 
mark the rapidly approaching 
millennium as the ill- 
equipped West Bank town has 
only 900 hold rooms, and 
plans an increase of only 600 
by 2000. 

Expectations of hosting four 
million people during the mil^ 
fcrmitrm year are a “joke” 
Amir Dajani, a hotel manage¬ 
ment lecturer at Bethlehem 
University, told. European 
officials attending a Destina¬ 
tion Christmas conference 
held to .coincide with the 
launching of toe logo for 
Bethlehem 2000, toe bid to 
'capitalise, on the traditional 
birthplace of Jesus, six miles 
south of Jerusalem. 

In addition to the woeful 
lack of infrastructure and 
accommodation in the town, 
its tourism industry has been 
affected by successive crises 
arising from Islamic suicide 
attacks. Israeli closures and 
the disastrous knock-on effect 
of November's massacre in 
Luxor, in which 58 tourists 



were slaughtered. With tour¬ 
ism this month in Bethlehem 
down an estimated 20 per cent 
on December 1996, itself a bad 
year because of the bus bomb¬ 
ings which killed dozens of 
Israelis in Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv, there is an atmosphere 
of deep gloom hanging over 
toe town where visitors are 
pounced an by sellers of olive- 
wood trinkets and unemploy¬ 
ment is running at more than 
40 per cent 

“The few tourists who have 
so far arrived tills Christmas 
period are ail frightened,” said 
lieutenant Maynal af-Sous. 
28, one of the few women 
serving in the uniformed tour¬ 
ist police of Yassir Arafat the 
President of the Palestinian 
Authority. “All tiie tourists 
who come here are frightened 
because we are Arabs: They 


Hanna Nasser, left, 
the town Mayor, 
is finding it hard 
to feel festive, 
Christopher 
Walker reports 

automatically think we are 
extremists and that wewiD kill 
them. But that is not the case 
at all—they will be safe here.” 

The unease has been in¬ 
creased by a spate of stoning 
and shooting incidents near 
Bethlehem in recent days in 
which one Israeli was serious¬ 
ly wounded and three others 
were injured when their car 
overturned under repeated at¬ 
tack by Palestinians hurling 
rocks. Palestinian feelings 
have been inflamed by Sun¬ 
day's daim by Binyamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, that the West Bank 
— land taken from Jordan in 
1967 — “is part of Israel 
proper". 

In addition to fear of attack 
by terr o ri s t s —who have yet to 
target foreigners in the way 
that Islamic fundamentalists 
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Michel Krejtem, 


who is hicky to have no vacancies at his hold for Chnstmas 


in Egypt and Algeria have 
done — visitors to Bethlehem 
have been hit by the draconian 
Israeli closures imposed after 
every suicide attack. 

“For more than IS days this 
September, all tourist buses 
were barred from passing the 
huge Israeli roadblock that 
straddles toe entrance road 
some two miles from the 
Church of toe Nativity," said 
Michel Kreitem. one of a 
group of Bethlehem hoteliers. 

Mr Kreitem, 62. is owner of 
Bethlehem’s leading hotel, the 
Star, which by what he calls “a 
minor miracle" has all its 72 
rooms let on Christmas eve 
for every other day of the year, 
because of the widespread 
fears of te rrori sm and even 
another Israeli-Arab war, oc¬ 
cupancy rates do not rise 
above 25 per cent. 

“Until a few days ago our 
only guests were going to be a 
group of 20 intrepid pilgrims 
from London who, unlike 
everybody else, did not caned 
in the wake of the breakdown 
in the peace process and the 
Luxor massacre,” Mr Krehem 
said. “Then out of the blue, 
staff and visiting family from 
toe Chilean Embassy — all 
Roman Catholics — suddenly 
wanted U0 rooms. I gave them 
every one 1 bad and sent the 
others to another hotel” 

Mr Kreitem, whose family 
owns the hotel jointly with that 
of his wife Mary, who fol¬ 
lowed in biblical footsteps and 
travelled south from their 
native Nazareth in 1948, is 
pessimistic about any im¬ 
provement in the mood of 
despair gripping toe manag¬ 
ers of Bethlehem'S 11 hotels 
and hospices.“Tourism is a 
factor of the political situa¬ 
tion.” he said, waving a sheaf 
of recent cancellations. 

The absence of seasonal 
cheer has been reinforced by 
the lack of a. proper Christmas 
tree in Manger Square, domi¬ 
nated by a tasteless artificial 
creation supplied fay a local 
businessman, while some col¬ 
oured lights have been strung 
haphazardly over a fir grow¬ 
ing in the garden of the Orient 
Palace Hold next to the 4th- 
century Church of toe 
Nativity. 

“Last year the Israelis im¬ 
pounded our 46ft tree from the 
people of Finland in the docks 
untfl three-hours before toe 
Christmas Eve ceremonies 
were .aboui to start,” said 
Hanner Nasser, the Mayor of 
Bethlehem. “They said it 
might have disease, which 
was nonsense. We will not be 
humiliated again, so we have 
refused all offers of trees from 
abroad.” 


Negev jobless 
stage protest 

Jerusalem: Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu, the Israeli. Prime Min- 
ister.nBhder ^rtssdre to put 
job-creation ahead of peace, 
yesterday visited the southern 
Negev area, where die jobless 
have been protesting for days 
(Ross Dunn writeg. 

In’ the town of OEaqim. 
protesters called on the Gov¬ 
ernment to stop funding the 
Palestinian Authority. For 
days, demonstrators have 
been burning tyres outside 
tiie mayor’s office. Mr Netan¬ 
yahu outlined* plan to create 
300 new jobs but his move 
was undermined by news that 
a textile factory was to move 
its production to Jordan. 


Italian call to scrap US bases 


From Richard Owen in dome 


THE Italian centre-left Gov¬ 
ernment of Professor'Roraano 
Prodi was yesterday faced 
with demands from its hard- 
left parliamentary allies to 
scrap all American bases on 
Italian soil. 

Armando Cossutta, the 
president of Communist 
Refoundation, the Marxist 
party which holds the balance 
of power in the Italian Lower 
House, told La Stampa it was 
“unacceptable" that a “foreign 
power" had bases over which 
Italy had little or no control. 
“There is no justification for 
the bases. There is no threat 
from toe Eastern bloc any 


more. Furthermore, there is 
no guarantee that the United 
States might not use its bases 
for purposes which are at odds 
with our own foreign policy." 
he said. 

Government officials em¬ 
phasise that Italy is folly 
committed to Nato and the 
maintenance of Western sec¬ 
urity in the Mediferreanean 
and toe Middle East. But they 
also admit that the Govern¬ 
ment is preparing the ground 
for a review of the 40-yea r-oJd 
“secret treaties" governing US 
and Nato facilities. Officials 
said toe conditions under 
which toe bases operate in 


Italy were drawn up in the late 
1950s and' had never been 
made public or debated by the 
Italian parli amenL 
Italy considers itself a linch¬ 
pin of Western security inter- 
‘ ests in the Mediterranean at a 
time when the East-West con¬ 
flict has been replaced by 
Balkans instability and fear of 
the impact on southern 
Europe of Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism in hotspots such as 
Algeria. Nato has hesitated to 
intervene in places such as 
Algeria, Kosovo or Cyprus, 
and has left the Italians to 
raise and lead a multinational 
force for Albania. 
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French police 
face new riots 


over 


FRENCH police were last 
night braced for a fresh out¬ 
break of violence after a 
demonstration in support of 
one of two young men shot 
dead by officers last week. 

The sheetings sparked three 
days of riots in a suburb of 
Lyons and the outskirts of 
Paris, highlighting what Pres¬ 
ident Chirac refers to as 
France's “social fracture". 

tn la Duch&re. a district of 
Lyons, youths set cars alight 
and attacked police and fire¬ 
fighters after Fabrice Fernan¬ 
dez, a 24-year-old father of 
three, died in the local police 
station last week. 

According to witnesses. 
Jean Cavalha 40. an officer 
who has already been sanc¬ 
tioned twice for professional 
misconduct, pointed M Fer¬ 
nandez's awn shotgun in his 
face and pulled the trigger, not 
realising it was loaded. 

In an attempt to defuse local 
anger, the Lyons prosecution 
service altered the charges 
against M Cavaiho from man¬ 
slaughter to murder, and 
Jean-Pi erre ChevfenemenL the 
Interior Minister, called for 
calm. 

But with the victims family 
and friends organising a pro- 



From Adam Sage in paris - 


test march last night, the 
authorities said that they ex¬ 
pected the rioters in defy M 
Chevenement and continue 
their violent protest. 

In Dammerie-les-Lys. east 
of Paris, two policemen were 
injured in the early hours 
yesterday when a gang oF 
youths threw petrol bombs 
from the roofs of high-rise 
buildings. 

Riot police responded by 
firing teargas grenades, some 
of which blew out the windows 
of flats, forcing residents to 
flee into the street. 

Violence in Dammerie-les- 
Lys exploded after police shot 
dead a local teenager, AbdeF 
kader Bouziane. as he drove at 
speeds of up to 90mph 
through one police roadblock 
and tried to force a second last 
week. 

The 16-year-old, in his moth¬ 
er’s Volkswagen Golf, had 
driven through red lights and 
failed to stop when requested 
by police in a car, officers said. 

His death brought dozens of 
people on to the streets for 
what is now a familiar sight in 
the poor, crime and unem¬ 
ployment-ridden suburbs of 
French cities: a confrontation 
between police and youths. 



The differences this time re 
the scale of the violence id 
apparent determination o: ie 
rioters to continue their action. 

“But there are some fa-tors 
that are always the sn. ie.“ 
said Herv6 Vieiilard Baron, a 
sociologist specialising in sub¬ 
urban decay. “Young people 
who have not worked for years 
are ready to explode. Family 
breakdown and personal 
problems combine with 
unemployment" 

Commentators noted that 
the rioters in Dammerie-les- 
Lys were mostly of Arab 
origin, highlighting the diffi¬ 
culties of ethnic integration in 
French society. 

The violence comes amid a 
fierce political row after a 
commitment by Lionel Jospin, 
the Prime Minister, to treat 
illegal immigrants with 
“humanity". 

Centre-right politicians said 
that he had effectively aban¬ 
doned the fight against illegal 
immigration. 

However, other observers 
pointed out that M Fernandez 
was of French origin and the 
rioters in La Duchere were 
white. The Lyons suburb is 
poor, but dcies not have a large 
immigrant community. 


Sporting strife as Gallic 
teams give cock the bird 


By Adam Sage 

FRENCH sport is faring in¬ 
creasing controversy over a 
decision to remove the cock, 
the country’s national symbol, 
from the Olympic logo. 

The move nas split the 
sporting establishment and 
infuriated some of its top 
athletes, one of whom 
described it as outrageous. 

fiercely independent, stub¬ 
born and with a loud voice, le 
coq represents qualities that 
the French see as essentia] and 
historic parts of their nature. 
They are enchanted by its re¬ 
fusal to stop crowing, regard¬ 
less of what is going on. 

The Gallic equivalent of the 
British bulldog was an unoffi¬ 
cial national symbol for hun¬ 
dreds of years before being 
made die official Olympic 
mascot in 1906. Virtually all 
national teams have at one 
rime worn an embroidered 



the Worid Cup cock 


cock on their shirts and sup¬ 
porters often take five ones to 
international matches. French 
television viewers never tire of 
seeing footage of a policeman 
chasing a Gallic code around 
Twickenham at an England- 
France rugby match in the 
1980s. 

Jean Talbot, a senior French 
sports administrator, said that 


the cock was “the most re¬ 
markable animal because it 
carries on singing even when 
it is standing in dirt". 

But (he French National 
Olympic Committee has de¬ 
rided to abandon the cock and 
replace it by a logo represent¬ 
ing the five Olympic rings and 
the word "France". The com¬ 
mittee said the bird was in 
decline, with only 20 of the 
country's 93 national sports 
teams now using it 

The derision, made last 
week, sparked an angry back¬ 
lash when made public at the 
weekend. Alain Mimoun, a 
former French marathon run¬ 
ner, declared: “For me. the 
code is the true symbol of 
France. What they have done 
is outrageous, disgusting.” 

The bird, however, still has 
a future as a national symbol. 
The mascot for next year’s 
football World Cup in France 
is a Gallic cock. 
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A riot policeman in Lyons after protesters set fire to a car at the weekend 


Sumatran 
‘Dr Death’ 
on trial 

Jakarta: The trial opened 
yesterday of Indonesia's “Dr 
Death", a sdfprodahnrd 
sorcerer who has been 
charged with killing 42 
women aver the past 13 years. 

Ahmad Surad/i allegedly 
confessed to the police that he 
murdered the women and 
drank their saliva in an 
attempt to increase his black 
magic powers. 

Ha ad reds of people 
flocked to the court in the 
north Sumatran town of 
Lubnkpakam to see the 
chained and heavily guarded 
42-year-old traditional healer 
from the nearby village of Sei 
Semayajig. 

His killing spree is said to 
have began in 1984 after 
Suradji was told by bis father 
in a dream that his sorcerer's 
powers would be greatly en¬ 
hanced if he could driok the 
saliva of 70 dead women. 


The long and short 
of US divorce case 

From Tunku Varadarajan in new york 


A MULTIMILLIONAIRE. 6ft 
Sin tall, is suing his5ft4in wife 
for divorce, accusing her of 
subjecting him to cruel, inhu¬ 
man treatment and physical 
and verbal abuse. Examples of 
"cruelty" cited in court docu¬ 
ments include a “forced cir¬ 
cumcision" and a “painful 
facelift". 

Bjorn Aaserod, a Norwe¬ 
gian-born investment banker, 
also accuses his wife Michelle, 
a petite Georgia belle, of 
tricking him into a "sham 
marriage" to milk him of 
much of his wealth. 

Mrs Aaserod. nine years 
younger than her 40-year-old 
husband, has filed a counter¬ 
claim in the Manhattan Su¬ 
preme Court, accusing him of 
being a sexual pervert and 
serial adulterer. 

Her terms for a divorce 
include ail rights ro the cou¬ 


ple’s six-storey townhouse in 
the Upper East Side of New 
York — wrath at least $4 
million (E2L5 million! — two 
Rolls-Royces, and half of her 
husbands fortune, thought ro 
amount to about $40 million. 
She has also asked Judge 
Walter Tolub. who is deriding 
the case, to award her $155,000 
a month until a settlement is- 
reached. 

Mrs Aaserod says she 
could not accept her hus¬ 
band’s sexual perversities, 
which she claims included 
frequent sorties to brothels 
and strip clubs, and so many 
calls to sex lines that she had 
to block access to the numbers 
from their home. 

Mr Aaserod describes his 
wife as a “gold-digger". He is 
seeking court protection from 
her. alleging that she lias often 
threatened to kill him. 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Ankara-Athens 
clash on spying 

Ankara: Turkey and Greece yesterday announced rit-for-iat 
emulsions of diplomats in a spy row that signals a worsening 
of their strained relations. Ankara said it had asked Athens to 
withdraw Efsrrados Haralambus. a diplomat at the Creek 
Consulate in Istanbul, for “activities incompatible with his 
status", the diplomatic euphemism for spying. 

The Turkish press bad accused Mr Haralambus of 
gathering information on military installations and aiding 
Kurdish guerrillas. Greece dented the accusation and said it 
would expel a Turkish diplomat of equal rank. The countries 
have been at loggerheads recently about Cyprus, military 
tension in the Aegean Sea and Turkey’s faltering attempts to 
join the European Union. {'Reuters) Letters, page 17 

Rebel attack leaves 30 dead 

At least 30 soldiers were killed, dozens injured and some 
taken hostage when left-wing guerrillas of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) ambushed a remote 
southern armv camp yesterday (Gabriella Gamini writes). 
Some 200 FARC rebels attacked the Cerro de Paiascpy army 
camp at dawn while soldiers slept, according to an SOS 
message. The attack was believed to be in retaliation for 
violence by paramilitary groups backed by the army. 

Jurists urge Tibet vote 

Geneva: In a major setback to Beijing, the International 
Commission of Jurists declared that Chinese-ruled Tibet was 
"under alien subjugation" and called for a UN-run 
referendum to decide its status. In a 365-page report, the 
leading world jurists said Chinese Communist Party leaders 
had declared “total war"on the exiled Dalai Lama, and were 
also threatening to eradicate his influence. (Reuters) 

Bond in wake of Titanic’ 

New York: Titanic, at $200 million (1120 million) the most 
expensive film ever made, grossed an estimated $27.6 million 
at the box office over its debut weekend in America, earning 
more than Tomorrow Never Dies, the new James Bond 
movie, also making its opening fTunku Varadarajan writes). 
This is the first rime a Bond film has failed to top ticket sales 
on its debut. The normally invincible 007 made $26 million. 

Students jeer ex-Presidents 

Seoul: Two corrupt former South Korean Presidents walked 
out of jail to jeers from students and cheers from their rich 
neighbours (Jennifer Veale writes). Police fired teargas to 
break up students chanting “No freedom for Chun |Doo- 
hwan] and Roh ITae-wool". Neighbours gave the pair a 
rapturous welcome. Far East worries, page 22 

Sharif rescues injured 

Islamabad: Nawaz Sharif, right, 
the Pakistani Prime Minister, 
pulled three injured men from 
their wrecked vehicle after a fatal 
motorway crash on the Islam- 
abad-Lahore motorway, the Na¬ 
tion newspaper reported. It said 
Mr Sharif instructed the driver of 
his official car to take the injured 
tn Chakwal District Hospital. 20 
miles away. One person died in 
the accident in which a vehicle hit 
aside wall. (Reuters) 

Golden Gate death plunge 

San Francisco: A girl, aged two, sightseeing on the Golden 
Gate Bridge with her parents and brother, aged four, slipped 
through a 9b in gap between the railing and pavement and 
plunged 180ft to her death. Her father failed in desperate 
attempts to reach her as she lay on a construction site. She 
was airlifted to a children's hospital, but died. (API 



Parisians desert restaurants as London turns the tables 

Adam Sage reports on increasing evidence that 
restaurateurs across the Channel are suffering 
from a shaky economy and lack of imagination 



French dining: more abstemious 


CULTURAL conservatism and econom¬ 
ic difficulties have combined to produce 
a deepening crisis in French gastrono¬ 
my. according to a survey published 
yesterday. The crisis has been described 
as symptomatic of a wider malaise in 
French society. 

According to the survey, published by 
Le Figaro, 10 per cent fewer French 
people visited restaurants this year. 
Citing figures compiled by Gina ConseiL 
a specialist consultancy, the newspaper 
said those who did eat out spent less 
money, with only a few prepared to pay 
more than Fr2Q0 (£20) for a three-course 
meal with wine and coffee. 

The survey added weight to a wide¬ 


spread feeling in France that the 
country’s capital is falling behind its 
British counterpart. “London explodes. 
Paris sleeps", is the headline in this 
week’s issue of the magazine 
L'Evinement du JeudL 
Joel Fleury, owner of the Grand 
Colbert brasserie in Paris, said the trend 
was the result of an economy unable to 


offer growth and employment “The 
middle classes, even the upper middle 
classes, have a tight budget They want 
value for money ... a good welcome, a 
good atmosphere and service and a 
correct meal." he said. 

However, other restaurateurs said 
their troubles sprang from a failure to 
forge a path between Gallic traditions 


and modernisation. Jean-Pau! Bucher, 
chairman Df the Gmupe Flo chain of 
brasseries, said: "Restaurants are like 
the rest of society. They are trying to find 
themselves." 

After the nouvelle cuisine of the 1980s. 
chefs have returned to traditional reci¬ 
pes this decade, with such classic French 
dishes as pot-au-feu. But at a time when 
their counterparts elsewhere in the 
world are engaging in culinary adven¬ 
ture. Gallic cuisine can seem boring and 
insular, according to some food experts. 

Kazuto Macsusaka, a Japanese-born 
chef who worked in Los Angeles for 
more than 20 years before taking over at 
the Buddha Bar. one of Paris’s most 


fashionable — and un-French — restau¬ 
rants. said: "The French have an 
extraordinary history and there is no 
other country (ike this. But there is a 
sense in which they are too weighed 
down by their own culture and tradi¬ 
tions. They have to open up and look at 
what’s going on in the rest of the worid." 

French restaurants will serve about 
2J> billion meals this year, according to 
the survey, far more than those in most 
other countries, and the average French 
person will spend Fr!850 on eating out. 
But in 1990 restaurants provided afmost 
three billion meals. The figure has since 
fallen, with a particularly sharp drop 
this year. 
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An anorexic at the feast 


Christmas is fraught with 
stress for children with eating 
disorders. Moira Petty 
reports on how parents can 
cope in a time of crisis 


F ew of us need to be 
prompted to eat. 
drink and be merry at 
Christmas. For those 
suffering from earing disor¬ 
ders. though, the festive sea¬ 
son can be a time of crisis. 

The succession of rich meals 
and tempting snacks may only 
harden the resolve of the 
anorexic to avoid eating, while 
the bulimic may be plunged 
into a binge-vomit cycle. 

Dysfunctional family rela¬ 
tionships are at the heart of 
many earing disorders, so the 
traditional Christmas get to¬ 
gether. which can switch rap¬ 
idly from an occasion ol 
celebration m one of confron¬ 
tation. may be the cause of 
additional stress. 

For the parents of children 
and teenagers suffering from 
anorexia nervosa or bulimia 
nervosa, Christmas and new 
year festivities will be fraught 
with anxiety. Those whose 
children are faddy eaters or 
fixated on dieting will be 
wandering how they can per¬ 
suade them to eat normally 
without exacerbat¬ 
ing the problem or 
spoiling celebra¬ 
tory meals for the 
rest of the family. 

Dr Dee Dawson, 
medical director of 
Rhodes Farm Clin¬ 
ic in Mill Hill, 
northwest London, 
which treats child¬ 
ren with earing dis¬ 
orders. offers the 
following advice on 
getting such child¬ 
ren — and the 
whole family — through 
Christmas. Adults should look 
at the mixed messages that 
they send out abour their own 
attitude to food. Christmas 
treats should be enjoyed with¬ 
out protestations of guilt, and 
gifts of food given without 
apology, not “IVe brought 
chocolates, is that OK?" 

We should also show child¬ 
ren. by our own example, 
what it is normal to eaL At 
Christmas that probably 
means more Than we will eat 
at other times of the year. 
Many adults will take a tiny 
slice of cake, but “pick bits off 
in private, all afternoon", so 
that the child is given a false 
view of what the adult is 
earing. "Nor can you expect a 
child to eat roast potatoes if 
you're having a jacket potato 
without butter.” she says. 

Dr Dawson recommends 
not buying diet or reduced- 
calorie foods. If the child has 
eaten a hearty Christmas 
lunch and asks for a low-fat 
yoghurt, offer a non-diet yo¬ 
ghurt “They're either hungry 
or they're not" she says. 
“We're becoming a nation of 
health-food fanatics. In the old 
days, nobody was afraid of 
tucking into a good meal." 

Where anorexics are con¬ 
cerned, Dr Dawson is wary of 
giving “simplistic" advice. 
Therapy for the whole family 
is the mainstay when Treating 
anorexics. But Dr Dawson 
advocates getting the anorexic 
child eating straight away and 
not being Frightened of upset¬ 
ting the Christmas bonhomie. 

"We dont have the right to 
let children stay underweight. 


Feeding them will stop them 
getting ill- but psychologically 
they will still be anorexics." 
she cautions. 

A feature of the families or 
most anorexics, says Dr Daw¬ 
son. is that they avoid conflict 
at ail costs and never express 
their true feelings. “A lot of 
Treatment units will tell vou 

not to worry' about the eatina 
until they’ve got the mind 
sorted out. We dont think you 
can afford to wait. Our ap¬ 
proach is to be very confronta¬ 
tional and firm.” 

No matter that it is Christ¬ 
mas Day. the anorexic must be 
made to sit at the table until 
the plate is cleared. "Don't get 
into this bartle until you know 
you’re going to win. IVe sat 
with patients ail night until 
they ve eaten. 

"if you haven't been firm 
before" spell it out to them. Say 
■Believe me. things have 
changed'. You mustn't give in 
halfway through the meal and 
say Just eat two of the 
potatoes'." 

It is normal at Christmas 
lunch to have a 
choice of trim¬ 
mings and pud¬ 
dings. but ihe 
anorexic must not 
be allowed any op¬ 
tions. “You must 
serve their lunch 
and tell them that 
that is what they 
are eating. If they 
are thin, they need 
more food, not 
less.” 

Dr Dawson ac¬ 
knowledges that 
this may make Christmas 
meals uncomfortable for fam¬ 
ily and guests, but that is a 
small price to pay when faced 
with a life-threatening illness. 
One concession may be to 
limit the numbers ar the table, 
as anorexics find it hard to ear 
in from of people. 

Everyone present at the 
celebrations should be told of 
the problem and the strategy 
to be adopted. "Get them all on 
your side, or they'll undermine 
you. Grandma might say 'I 
didnT make you eat all your 
potatoes when you were little', 
or siblings will cry ‘Don't be 
mean. Mum, it's Christmas’.” 

Getting the anorexic in¬ 
volved in the preparation of 
Christmas lunch is not a good 
idea. Anorexics are obsessed 
with all things culinary, and 
some very young children are 
wrongly allowed to take 
charge of family meals. 

"Don't let them in the kitch¬ 
en," says Dr Dawson. "If you 
let them assist you with the 
cooking, they’ll have a fit 
about how much butter or 
cream is going in." 

At Christmas, anorexics feel 
under greater stress because it 
is harder to practise their 
usual food-avoidance tech¬ 
niques. throwing away their 
packed lunch or claiming that 
they had eaten earlier. But just 
because it is Christmas, do not 
trust them or believe them 
when it comes to issues of 
food. 

They must not be allowed a 
long iist of foods that they 
daim to dislike. At Dr Daw¬ 
son’s Rhodes Farm Clinic 
patients are allowed three 


‘In the 
old days, 
nobody was 
afraid of 
tucking into 
a good meal’ 



It is normal to havea choice at Christmas lunch but the anorexic must not be allowed options even though it may make the meal uncomfortable for others 


foods that they will not eat: 
“But not chocolate and chips 
and butter because that is to 
do with calories and not real 
dislike." 

The family should maintain 
the normal rituals of cracker- 
pulling and joke-telling at 
Christmas, but should be 
aware that the severely under¬ 
weight child “will have no joie 
de vi live" They are supersensi¬ 
tive to" disharmony in the 
family, so parents and rela¬ 
tives should avoid the niggling 
rows that sometimes erupt 
over Christmas. But argu¬ 
ments in which family mem¬ 
bers speak their minds and 
clear the air are healthy. 
Many anorexics secretly 
believe that shouting at their 
parents in anger, or slamming 
a door, will have tragic conse¬ 
quences. such as a parent 
having a heart attack. 

Anorexia is a barrle for 
control that can be averted by 
strong parenting. But Dr 
Daw-son recommends that if 


children can be encouraged to 
eat at Christmas, they should 
be allowed some leeway in 
other areas. "Let them think 
they have some control over 
other parts of their lives. Let 
them choose what they wear to 
a Christmas party, or watch a 
lot of seasonal television — it's 
not going to harm them." 

Christmas may be a time 
when parents spot the signs of 
anorexia because it is harder 
to disguise when the child 
cannot escape to eat alone in 
their own room. Signs include 
playing with their food, eating 
all of one item before moving 
on to another item, cutting the 
food into tiny pieces, removing 
the middle from pies, mashing 
food across the plate. 

The average age of 
anorexics in Dr Dawson’s unit 
is 13 and 14. although she has 
treated sufferers as young as 
six. Bulimics, who overeat and 
then purge themselves of the 
food or fast, tend to be in their 
late teens. The larger amounts 


of food around at Christmas 
can encourage them to binge, 
so they must not be allowed in 
the kitchen alone with the 
leftovers. “They will eat every¬ 
thing in sight, but there is so 
much food around that no¬ 
body will question it" 

B ulimics should be 
made to go to the 
lavatory before they 
sit down to Christ¬ 
mas lunch so they will not 
need to go directly afterwards. 
Parents should be aware that 
gastric emptying in bulimics is 
often delayed, and they may 
vomit up to 2*2 hours after the 
meal. They should be accom¬ 
panied to the lavatory, the 
door left ajar, and the pan 
inspected before flushing as 
they are able to vomit silently. 

Only 4 per cent of school- 
children are truly overweight, 
but 60 per cent of teenagers 
talk about dieting. This may 
be more pronounced at Christ¬ 
mas because of the fattening 


foods on offer. Few teenagers 
actually lose weight, says Dr 
Dawson, so it may be ail talk 
and no action. Even slightly 
podgy children do not need to 
diet, and puppy fat is a normal 
feature of puberty. Dr Daw¬ 
son points out. “1 wouldn’t be 
concerned about a teenager 
who decided not to eat for two 
days. But if Christmas Day 
came and they were still not 
eating, 1 would worry, because 
this is not normal.” 

Regular menstruation is a 
sign that all is well, while 
younger children should be 
weighed if parents are con¬ 
cerned. Many children are 
preoccupied with their body 
image. When buying a Christ¬ 
mas party outfit, they may 
ask; “Do my legs look fat?" 

“1 tend to say to my lot This 
is a really boring conversation. 
I don’t worry about the size of 
my friends’ thighs, but how 
much fun they are’. I make it 
clear that I don't want to get 
into such a conversation. You 


can point out that bodies come 
in a range of sizes. Fashion 
models may be thin, but Page 
Three girls aren't and men like 
this variety," says Dr Dawson. 

Exercise equipment would 
not be a suitable gift for a child 
trying unnecessarily to lose 
weight A gentle walk with the 
family after lunch is sensible, 
but “not walking until the dog 
has no legs left”, says Dr 
Dawson. “You should padlock 
a child's bicycle if they're 
going to be silly." 

Faddy eaters can be a nui¬ 
sance, but they are not medi¬ 
cally at risk- Dr Dawson says; 
“I'd work hard to give them a 
balanced diet but some child¬ 
ren thrive on beans oh toast 
They usually grow out of it" 

Parents should remember 
that they are the models for the 
child's eating habits. If. by 
Boxing Day. they are already 
planning their new year diet¬ 
ing regime, they should think 
about the effect this may have 
on the child- 


Cash 
rolls 
in for 
Dorah 

Generous 
readers bring 
hope to the 
brave little girl 
who defied 
death 

LAST week 77ie Times told 
the story of Dorah, a South 
African girl who was horribly 
burnt as a baby, abandoned 
by her mother and who may 
now lose her eyes. The re¬ 
sponse has been overwhelm¬ 
ing. By yesterday — just six 
days after Bronwen Jones's 
article appeared — readers 
had sent £41.000 to help 
Dorah. 

The reaction has been so 
generous that steps are being 
taken to set up a trust to help 
the three-year-old child 
Bronwen found in Springs 
hospital, near Johannesburg. 
The money will be used to get 
Dorah to a doctor who can 
help, or to get a doctor to her, 
and to train and pay for the 
carers she will need during 
treatment. 

Several doctors have al¬ 
ready expressed an interest in 
Dorah and are being sent her 


Who win save this child? 



Our article touched hearts 


medical details. However. 
Bronwen and the trust would 
still like to hear from any 
other doctor who may be able 
to help. South African doctors 
fed that they have no option 
but to remove Do rah's eyes to 
prevent further infection. 
They hope that a doctor 
somewhere else in the world 
may have the knowledge and 
skills necessary to save her 
eyes. 

As well as sending money, 
many Times readers have 
written letters and sent e- 
m afl s to wish Dorah well — 
messages Bronwen has found 
profoundly moving. 

“When i left Britain six 
years ago, I thought it was a 
heartless place, selfish and 
insular." she says. “This re¬ 
sponse has made me feel like 
hugging everyone. We need 
people like Dorah to remind 
us of our basic humanity." 

• Donations to help Dorah 
can be sent to Victor de Gray, 
Barclays Premier, 16 Rose 
Lane, Canterbury, Kent CTI 
2UR, or paid into any bank 
to account 30299065, sort 
code 20-17-92. Cheques 
should be made payable to A 
Charity Appeal Fund for 
Dorah Moekena. Bronwen 
Jones can be contacted by e- 
maiL riuafrica@icon.cojza. A 
SKY TV news report on 
Dorah can be seen tomorrow 
between 7 and 7.15pm and S 
and 8.15pm. 
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DYSON APPLIANCES LIMITED 

Between August 1994 and December 1996, 
Dyson Appliances Ltd published a leaflet entitled 
The Story of the Dyson Dual Cyclone and, during 
1996, published a book entitled 'Doing a Dyson'. 
These publications wrongly stated that, in earlier 
patent litigation, "the American courts found in 
[Dyson's] favour, acknowledging that his patents 
had been Infringed*. This statement is false and is 
hereby retracted. 

In recent publications, other parties have made 
statements concerning the outcome of the 
litigation. Any statements which might imply that 
Amway was found guiHy of patent infringement are 
false. In fod, the litigation was settled. 

Dyson Appliances Ltd and James Dyson, 
Chairman of Dyson Appliances Ltd, regret any 
negative effects these inaccurate statements may 
have had on Amway, its affiliates, customers, and 
independent distributors. 


Don’t get tired 


F ather Christmas is not 
the only person who is 
up all night over the 
Christinas holiday. Unlike 
most revellers, he can sleep in 
next day, whereas partygoers 
will have to pretend to be 
bright and jolly. 

Insomnia ranks with hang¬ 
overs and indigestion as one 
of the major causes of emo¬ 
tional tension over the holiday 
period. 

Families may not be as 
extended as they once were, 
but even now they are large 
enough to cause overcrowd¬ 
ing in most people’s homes. A 
night on a mattress cm the 
floor is not conducive to sleep, 
and not the ideal way to 
prepare for a long and some¬ 
times tense day. 

Sleep may also be affected 
by the coughs and tears of 
children who have failed to 
settle into strange 
surroundings. 

The British National For¬ 
mulary, a joint publication of 
the British Medical Associ¬ 
ation and the Royal Pharma¬ 
ceutical Society, offers advice 
and details of all medicines 
for doctors. It divides insom¬ 
nia into three classes — tran¬ 
sient short term and chronic. 

Transient insomnia 
describes sleeplessness in 
those who normally sleep well 
but find their sleep pattern is 
disturbed by travel or noisy 
fellow guests, whether crying 


MEDICINE 

CHEST 

DR THOMAS STUTTAFORD 


children or snoring cousins. 
Shon-renn insomniacs are 
those whose sleeplessness is 
related to some passing emo¬ 
tional worry or temporary 
illness. 

Chronic insomniacs rarely 
sleep welL whatever the cir¬ 
cumstances. The problem 
may arise from depression — 
a symptom that occurs in 75 
per cent of all those suffering 
from psychiatric disease, 
whatever the precise diag¬ 
nosis. 

It is also a side effect of 
many drugs and at Christmas 
time in particular can stem 
from over-indulgence in alco- 
hoL thereby inducing sweat¬ 
ing. 

Sleeping pills may be useful 
to treat transient or short-term 
insomnia. They should not be 
used for more than two or 
three weeks at a time, and 
even then should be taken 
intermittently. Sleeping pills 
are of little use io chronic 
insomniacs other than to give 
them the occasional good 
night, although at Christmas 
they may feel they deserve 


and emotional 


such a treat Barbiturates can 
be addictive and are rarely 
prescribed. Even those who 
take them should never mix 
them with alcohoL The short 
and medium-acting benzo¬ 
diazepines, including 
Temazepam, have fallen into 
disrepute because they are 
subject to abuse. 

RohypnoL sometimes pre¬ 
scribed in Britain to induce 
sleep at odd hours, for exam¬ 
ple when flying, is the latest to 
be tried and found wanting by 
the media, but there is scant 
evidence to suggest that it is a 
commonly abused drug in 
this country. 

It is not available on the 
NHS in Britain, but overseas 
It is taken as a sleeping pill by 
a million people evety day 
and more open to abuse. 

Its rapid elimination from 
the system makes it difficult to 
detect in criminal cases, but a 
detailed forensic analysis in 
America of a sample of 500 
cases of drug-assisted sexual 
assault found traces of 
Rohypnol in only 1 per cent of 
cases — and in none of these 
was it Ihe only drug given to 
die woman. 

A lcohol was found to be 
the reason for the 
woman's incapacity to 
refuse sex in 20 times as many 
cases as Rohypnol and can¬ 
nabis was almost as often to 
blame. Cocaine was also 


found in conjunction with 
other drugs. So far there have 
not been any proven cases of 
Rohypnol-assodated rape in 
this country, and in future it 
will be more difficult to dis¬ 
guise. An extra ingredient is to 
be added to the tablet that will 
make it less soluble and will 
turn any drink royal blue. 

A more common reason for 
not prescribing short or inter¬ 
mittent benzodiazepines is 
that they produce some resid¬ 
ual ill effects the following 
day. and long-acting 
benzodiazepines such as 
Mogadon and Daimane 
cause drowsiness. 

Sleeping pills of choice are 
now Zimovane zopidone and 
its rival Stilnoct Zolpidem. 
Bath drugs are less likely to 
cause hangovers or sleepiness 
on waking, or to give such 
heavily dream-laden sleep as 
the older sleeping pills. 

Any form of sleep-inducing 
medicine is considered medi¬ 
cally undesirable in children. 
However, the situation can be 
so dire that some doctors 
prescibe Phenergan, an anti¬ 
histamine. but they cause bad 
temper in a high number of 
rases. 

I have always preferred 
Atarax, another anti-hista¬ 
mine that is usually pre¬ 
scribed for children with 
severe itching. The drug is not 
given to babies under six 
months. 
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NOTICE TO BORROWERS 


Portman Building Society announces changes to it! 
variable mortgage Interest rate for existing borrowers witl 
effect from and including 8 January 1998, as follows: - 

• Residential property standard mortgage rate 
increased by 0.29% gross. 

• Commercial property mortgage rate increased bv 

0.25% gross, 7 

• Portman Mortgage Sendees Limited mortgage rate 
mcreased by 0.29% gross. 

V ^!? r ^®^ u ^’ ,hech angQtotherateofinteres 
vwli take effect on expiry of the notice period. The periot 
of notice will commence on 8 January 1998. 

This notice does not affect the followlng:- 

• Loans currentty subject to a fixed rate. 

• Loans regulated by the Consumer Credit Act 1974 
operating under the Personal Loan Base Rate. 


W PORTMAN 
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SUPEB3TOCK 


Most men are dreadful at chatting up women. 
But a study of female body language can put an 
end to flirting with disaster, says Joe Joseph 



4 


i-ther& Hotiips! 1 
noticed you the 
minute you tur> 
ned over to this 
page, and I was wondering if 
maybe you and I amid go 
some place quiet and chat a 
lime about why it is that men 
have become so hopeless at 
flirting and... hey, where are 
you going? You haven’t fin¬ 
ished your drink. Can I call 
you tomorrow? ... 

You see how bad it’s got? And 
so quickly, too. It wasn't that 
long ago thata well-brought-up 
man wouldn't dream of ap¬ 
proaching a strange woman at 
a party with a sentence as 
clumsy as: “YouYe the only girt 
here I fancy jumping into bed-, 
with!" — because he would 
know instinctively' that the 
proper form in such circum- ■ 
stances is: “You’re the only girl 
with whom 1 fancy jumping 
into bedTBut don't blame men 
far this sad slip in standards. 
They have become so scared of 
saying the wrong thing that, 
many of them no longer say 
anything at all. 

Nowadays most men, ac¬ 
cording to scientists at Stan-/ 
ford University in California, 
are just too shy to flirt. Kate 
Fox, director of the Serial 
Issues Research Centre in 
Oxford, says that-part of'this . 
fear of flirting “is caused by 
oveczealous political correct¬ 
ness, which has come - out of 
concerns about sexual haras- 
sment**. Men who were once " 
bewitched are now merely 
bothered and bewildered by 
the whole flirting rituaL Some - ■ 
of them are so bewildered that 
they have completely lost their 
vouch. When the magazine 



Men have 
become so scared 
of saying the 
wrong thing that 
they no longer 
say anything 


Maxim asked its readers what 
they felt when -th^r saw 
women laughing, nearly a 
third thought the women "were 
laughing at them. Not even 
with, mind you, but at. - 
' Naturally, all this implies that 
men were once the top dogs of 
flirting and have only recently 
lost tte hang of the thing: this 
partly explains why they have 
been so jolted by the-turning of 
: the tajries. But the truth is that 7 
raerrhavejiever really hod the 
hang of the flirting things It is 
women Who flirt 
: Certainly, it is women who 
flirt with-any degree of consis¬ 
tent success. This is because * 
men will- flirt with anybody. 
Actually, with anything. Flay¬ 
ing bard to get is nor a 
dominant male trait Some 
men will flirt with any woman 
still standing upright at the 


: end of a party: others see no 
reason to lamt their options 
this way: A man, if desperate 
enough, will flirt with a 
. watermelon. 

' Women, having started flirt- 
; ing but then derided that they 
have mischosen their target, 
will reheat gracefully’’ Men, 
on die other hand, having 
located a responsive woman, 
are pretty much impossible to 
deter.-Nothing puts them oft 
If a woman starts chatting up 
a handsome man but then 
finds that he sweeps out 
pigsties for a living, she might 
think twice. Compare this to 
the average man who —- on 
discovering that the worn an he 
is trying hard to seduce regu- • 
lariy robs banks while armed 
with an llzi—will barely miss 
a beat (“Oh, so tell me, what 
are you doing after you rob 
Barclays next Tuesday? Fancy 
some foraier?*}. • 

Of course, one big genetic 
handicap for men is their 
inability to interpret a wom¬ 
an's sexual body language. If 
foe is attractive enough, men 
are-so-blind with desire they 
can barely register her verbal 
language (Woman: “See this 
knife? Unless you get lost, fm 
going-to poke it into your 
chest “Man: “Ofc is it sharp 
enough? Shall L fetch, you-a 
sharpener from the kitchen?”) 

This is why most men have 
such a sorry hit rate. Women 
usually flirt to win. When men 
think they have flirted success¬ 
fully. it is often only because 
they have chanced on a 
woman who is flirting assidu¬ 
ously with them. 

Are you still surprised that a 
recent study by the Harris 



Women chat men up with a series of body signals involving eyes and arms — signals which, when executed expertly, are devastating^ effective 


Research Centre found that 
only E per cent of British men 
have any confidence at all in 
their flirting abilities? Wait, 
there’s something even more 
embarrassing: 90 per cent of 
men can’t even tell if they are 
being chatted up. 

The explanation for this 
probably lies m the fact that 
men fondly assume that chat¬ 
ting up involves at least a 
minimal level of conversation, 
whereas women chat up men 
with a series of body signals 
involving eyes and aims — 
signals which, when executed 
expenty. aradevastalingly eff¬ 
ective even though they are 
barely detectable b*y the hu¬ 
man eye, and which, when 
executed clumsily, can make a 
woman appear to have a rare 
combination of severe con¬ 
junctivitis and fleas. ' 

To men. “What do you like 
for breakfast?" is a relatively 
sophisticated chal-up line (rel¬ 
ative to “Blimey! Are those 


real, luv?“). Both of these, 
however, are still a long way 
from the three-words that 
American researchers found 
fell most sweetly on a woman's 
ear, which turned out to be 
“You'Ve lost weight". This is 
why women prefer to flirt with 
their mouths dosed, in the 
hope dial men might learn to 
do the same. 

T he trouble is that men 
misunderstand al¬ 
most ail the vocabu¬ 
lary of female body 
language. Here, for example. 
. are some familiar female-ges¬ 
tures and what they mean to 
men and women: 

(a) Hesitant smile. Woman’s 
meaning: I hope he doesn’t 
come over and talk to me. 
Man’s. interpretation: She 
fancies me. 

(b) Hair flick. Woman’s 
meaning: I must get my fringe 
cut Man’s interpretation: She 
fancies me. 


(c) Skirt hike. Woman's 
meaning: Damn! My tights 
have laddered. Man's inter¬ 
pretation: She fancies a three¬ 
some with me and Simon. 

(d) Hand hold. Woman’s 
meaning: I'm beginning to fee] 
woozy. I hope I don't throw up 
on the jacket of this jerk I’m 
leaning against Man's inter¬ 
pretation: She fancies me. 

(e) Raise eyebrow's. Wom¬ 
an's meaning: My left contact 
has popped out. Man's inter¬ 
pretation: She fancies me. 

(f) Feign vomiting as man 
approaches. Woman's mean¬ 
ing: Dent - bother coming 
another step nearer, mister. 
Man’s interpretation: She’s a 
lesbian. 

But there is no use just 
criticising men. We must offer 
them a way to discover wheth¬ 
er they are among the many 
males who have got the wrong 
end of the flirting stick. That 
way we can then steer them 
towards a less oafish, more 


profitable approach. As a first 
step, men should do the fol¬ 
lowing questionnaire to assess 
how murii remedial treatment 
they actually require: 

1.1 admire a woman who 
looks... (a) for die good points 
in others; (b) to her laurels; (c) 
both ways before crossing a 
busy road; (d) available 

2.1 think that irs best to tell 
a woman... (a) that you like to 
Ids on the first date; (b) that 
you are a married man; (c) that 
you like the scent she is 
wearing; (d) by her chest size 

3.1 tend to be most success¬ 
ful with girls who are ... (a) 
lawyers; (b) teachers: (c) 
nurses; (d) desperate 

4. Er. Katie — it is Katie, 
isn’t it? — Pd really like to see 
you in... (a) a taxi home; fb) a 
day or two; (c) court; (d) a 
nurse’s outfit 

5.1 like a woman who pours 
out ... (a) her heart: (b) her 
troubles; (c) her own drinks; 
(d) of her dress 


6. Many men when they see 
a woman wearing a see- 
through blouse stare straight 
at her breasts. I know ... (a) 
this is ungentlemanly; (b) -this 
is vulgar; (c) this embarrasses 
hen (d) I certainly do 

7. Because of my dress 
sense. I often appear in ... (a) 
Armani; (b) Versace: (c) Calvin 
Klein: (d) women's nightmares 

S. It doesn’t bother me if the 
girl I'm chatting up is not... 
(a) under 25: (b) a virgin; (c) 
pretty; (d) awake 

But don't go thinking that 
just because a man might be 
faulty at flirting, he doesn't 
have someone who is very 
special to him, someone he 
refers to, romantically, as “the 
girl of my dreams”. Some¬ 
times she's a blonde; some¬ 
times a woman he first set eyes 
on in the office lift; sometimes 
she's the woman from the diy 
cleaner's; but whoever she is. 
she's usually unaware that he 
even exists. 




I’d rather be a super mum than a superwoman 

" ' * PA 




Actress Teri Hatcheris giving . 
up wjbrk to be with her baby. . 

Claire Roberts, who also .' . ‘ \ , 

swapped diampagne buckets for 
t nappy pails, offers her moral ■ • > 
support for the difficult time ahead 



0 



S he has been Superman's lanes only , when im- 
- girlfriend and James mediate family could 
Bond’s bedmate. They care for Jessica, now 
seven, and' later my 
second daughter, - 
Louella. four. 

• Wheir-1 announced 
to colleagues that I 
was leaving work I ■ 
received a mixed re¬ 
sponse (as I am sure 
Ten Hatcher did from 
her celebrity 
-girlfriends). Some 
women looted at me 
-as though I had gone 
mad: they were cer¬ 
tain that I was about 
to swap my Whistles . 

power.suit-for a kaf- 

. tan and ray Manolo - 

Btehnjk heels. for 
-leather flipflops. Oth¬ 
ers whispered that it 
was the right move 
and just iwiat they 
would do in the same 
situation. ■ 

Like my dd . office, 
the world of-working 

mothers .is ! divid«L • 

There are those 2ke 
Ten Hatcher. 33,; who 
are preptoed to-make ■. 
fife changes., it is not 
an easy option, partic¬ 
ularly for wumen who 
have waited until 
their thirties to haw children. 
Any woman who has- had a 
career, earned''a reasonable 
wage'and beat indepen doit 
foefirst anguished day of ' will find giving all that vp ; is 
kai^feSritiianarmy.I. almost as bie a wrench -as 


he has been Superman's 
k - girlfriend and James 
Bond’s bedmate. They 
seem hard acts to follow, bat 
not for Tori Hatcher, the 
actress. She has just an¬ 
nounced that she is giving up 
dabbling with silver-screen 
supefoeroes to be a hands-on 
mother to her month-old 
daugrter, Emerson Rote 

Going , to film premieres'in 
designer gowns and being 
adored by Hollywood hunks 
seems a million miles away, 
from wandering around in 
your dressing gown, with' the 
only adoring gaze coming 
from a miTky -maothed infant 
Bor (god hide zd her.. It is 
newsr a derision taken lightly 
whea-you have a well-estab¬ 
lished career, f should know. 

I have never dabbled with 
superheroes and was onty a 
lowly ‘ national newspaper 
foshron editor when, five years 
ago. I derided to go freelance 
to spend more time with my 
daughter. ! had gone bade to 
wax when Jessica was three 
montits old. outwardly deter¬ 
mined to -fight the fight of 
working mothers and prove it 
wasfiff possible. 

I was going to report on the 
fashion collections four times 
a War and be foe perfect 
mother at the same tune. 
fcBaiv London. Paris . New 
York. Chiswick play group- 

Nosweaf. But inwardly, from 


bar I'&UAfc t 




Teri Hatcher her derision was prompted by the Louise Woodward case 


fearing Jessica with a nanny, 
biew I had got it all 

Stupidly, if look me almost 
two years and three nanruesto 
make the break, to opt for the 
"good fife” in > remote Cornish 
farmhouse and to work free- 


leaving the baby wilh a nanny: 
By the time the baby arrives,' 
working women have got used 
to a co mf ort a ble standard of 
livmg. Being able to slip out at 
lunriitinie to buy that silk shirt 


you have had your eye on or 
splashing out on a bottle of 
Moet oil the way home are 

addictive treats. 

This is ocacflywhat Liz Torn 
misses. Eight years ago, aged 
30, she gave up her cham¬ 
pagne lifestyle to become a 
foil-time mother. 

"Mine is a typical riches to 
rags.story," she laughs. “My 


partner and I nor only gave up 
our £100,000 joint salaries but 
also our London life because 
we wanted to bring up our 
children without nannies in 
Cornwall.’’ 

Liz struggled to work as a 
E500-a-day management 
trainer fora year after haring 
her daughter, Gosel, before 
she conceded that the juggling 


act was impossible. 
“Working with a baby 
was one of the most 
stressful times of my 
life," she recalls. “1 
was rushing out at 
coffee breaks to 
breastfeed Gosel in a 
room where my baby 
and nanny were in¬ 
stalled. It wasn't 
worth it” Liz, who 
now has a third baby, 
11-month-old Ezeid. is 
certain that she made 
the right derision, al¬ 
though she still re¬ 
sents the lack of 
money. 

Of course, Teri 
Hatcher will not be 
describing her life¬ 
style as riches to rags 
eight years on. With a 
wealthy TV producer 
husband, a £1 million 
mansion in the Holly¬ 
wood Hills and a 
healthy bank account, 
money will not be Ms 
Hatcher’s big worry. 
“I just feel lucky I can 
afford to stay at 
home," says the ac¬ 
tress whose life¬ 
changing decision 
was prompted by the 
case of Louise Wood¬ 
ward, the British au 
pair convicted of man¬ 
slaughter in America 
after the death of a 
child in her care. 

What might get to 
Ms Hatcher, though, 
is the lack of status 
attached to mother¬ 
hood. I know from 
experience that if I 
had given up work 
completely when 1 
handed in my notice. 1 would 
be a basket case by now. Five 
years later, I realise how sexy 
the status of working women 
can be. When I was a fashion 
editor, being sent presents by 
designers and beauty com¬ 
panies was an everyday perk. 
Being fawned over by His was 
a tiresome interruption to ray 
work. Now a bit of fawning 
from anyone in between 


school runs and tea parties 
would not go amiss. And mm. 
despite all the intensive train¬ 
ing designed to make them 
"new” still talk to working 
women — their equals — in a 
more animated and interested 
way. 

Then there are the women 
who could afford to give up 
work and look after their 
children but categorically do 
not want to. Nicola Horlick. 
the City high-flyer, springs 
to mind. She may have been 
dubbed “Superwoman” but in 
foe eyes of most mothers she is 
anything but Worse still — try 
working for these women and 
you will find that they expect 
as much from their female 
employees as they give them¬ 
selves. "If I am not at home to 
put my children to bed. nor 
will you be,” seems to be their 
motto. 

[hey kid themselves, 
constantly saying that 
their children are stim¬ 
ulated by haring six different 
au pairs in three months and 
that they could not do foe 
child-rearing as well as a 
woman who has been trained 
as a nanny. They also trot out 
that tired old expression “qual¬ 
ity time”, which most women 
recognise as a feeble excuse 
that no longer convinces any¬ 
one. least of all their children. 

Then there is another cate¬ 
gory; women who would like 
to give tip work but cannot 
Many working mothers leave 
their hone each morning 
knowing that they should 
throw foe company car keys 
down foe drain and take over 
the care of their precious baby. 
In some cases they work 
because of genuine financial 
need; in others if is because of 
a fear of the unknown. Play 
group meetings and coffee 
mornings with women they 
cannot relate to can seem 
intimidating, and I know of 
one woman whose husband 
will not let her stop work 
because he is worried she will 
vegetate at home. These 
women deserve far more sym¬ 


pathy than those who say they 
will give up work but never do. 

We have all been to dinner 
parties where there is a high- 
powered working mother who 
claims that babies do not need 
their mothers as much as 
toddlers do. She will give up 
work when her son is two. she 
says. Two years on and she is 
still working, but now she 
claims that school-age child¬ 
ren need their parents far 
more than toddlers. She wfll 
give up work when her son is 
five. The deadlines continue to 
be extended until she claims 
that the most important time 
for children to have their 
mother’s full attention is when 


their latchkey offspring are 
doing their A levels. By this 
time foe little son is a big son 
and cannot think of anything 
worse than his mother cramp¬ 
ing his style, so she carries on 
working because "she is no 
longer needed at home". 

I have no doubts foal Teri 
Hatcher has made the right 
decision, but if she thinks she ' 
has taken a straightforward 
option, she has a rough ride 
ahead. As Liz Tom puts it 
“You feel guilty working as a 
mother, but you also feel guilty 
not contributing to the family 
income and not fulfilling your 
potential. In short, you can't 
win.” 


Notice of Variation 
of Interest Rates 

Our variable Mortgage rate wifi increase from 
7.59% (7.8% APR) to 7.94% (8.2% APR) per 
annum. Our variable Equity Release rate will 
increase from 8.59% (9.0% APR) to 8.94% - 
(9.4V® APR) per annum. 

Both take effect from 1st January 1998 
for new and existing borrowers. 
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Don’t punish 
the needy, 
Mr Blair 

Conrad Russeil on the injustice 
in Labour’s welfare reform 


I t was apparent well before 
the election rhar Tony 
Blair intended to finance 
health and education by re¬ 
ducing the social security bud¬ 
get, There is nothing wrong 
with that; for most of the 
Conservative years, social sec¬ 
urity was both the biggest and 
the fastest growing area of 
government spending. Any 
new government would have 
wanted to change that. 

What is now clear is that Mr 
Blair believes he can reduce 
the social security budget by- 
changing the social security 
system. That is a bad case of 
shooting the messenger. The 
social security budget is de¬ 
mand led, and therefore large¬ 
ly outside the department's 
control. People become a 
charge because they are in 
need and if social security does 
not take the strain, it tends to 
fall on the budgets of orher 
ministries. 

By far the biggest item in the 
social security'budget is pen¬ 
sions, and die biggest cause of 
increase in pensions spending 
is that we are living longer. 
Governments would be ill- 
advised to try to put this 
change into reverse. And tin¬ 
kering at the margins which 
divide public from private 
provision does nothing to re¬ 
duce the cost to society. The 
second cause of increased 
spending is growing social 
sensitivity to disability. This is 
the mark of a civilised society, 
and any government which 
tries to reverse it is unlikely to 
enjoy a second term. The third 
cause is relationship break¬ 
down. Parliament has accept¬ 
ed reluctantly that it is beyond 
the Government's power to 
reverse this change: herein the 
patients must minister to 
themselves. 

The fourth cause of in¬ 
creased demand is growth in 
unemployment and under-em¬ 
ployment. Under-employ¬ 
ment, for these purposes, can 
be defined as employment at 
rates which need to be supple¬ 
mented by in-work benefits. 
This is the only cause of 
increased demand which is 
under government control. 
But not under the control of 
the Department of Social Sec¬ 
urity. The case of housing 
benefit is an example. The 
underlying problem is that 
many people earn too little to 
y market rents. This used to 
met by subsidies from the 
Department of the Environ¬ 
ment. The subsidies now come 
through social security, so one 
of the biggest apparent in¬ 
creases in social security- 
spending is simply a transfer 
from another department 
Recent attempts to restrict 
housing benefit seem to be 
having the effect that people 
cannot afford to be housed, 
and so cannot work. This is the 
Treasury shooting itself in the 
foot If social security does not 
meet the need, the need does 
not go away. 

Whenever the cost of pover¬ 
ty has become burdensome, 
attempts have been made to 
blame the poor for unemploy¬ 
ment as an excuse for not 
relieving them. One Essex 
village in the reign of Charles 
II even stigmatised its poor by 
malting them wear a yellow- 
star. Where Tudor England 
used to blame “sturdy beg¬ 
gars". we now blame "welfare 
dependency". There were al¬ 
ways a few- anecdotal cases to 


sustain this myth but when the 
economy picked up, they al¬ 
ways seemed to disappear. 
Welfare benefits are now far 
too low to encourage "welfare 
dependency". 

None uf this is to say that the 
welfare state does not need 
change. The basic idea of 
Welfare to Work is good. The 

Taylor review, which is trying 
to remove poverty traps- was 
badly needed, and Liberal 
Democrats wish it well. Wel¬ 
fare to Work is to be praised 
for creating opportunity and 
fur giving a chance to acquire 
skills, whose lack account for 
most vacancies which remain 
unfilled for any length of time. 

What must be stressed is 
thai if ail this is to be 
successful, it must be ancillary' 
to changes in the real econo¬ 
my. Welfare to Work offers 
employability, not employ¬ 
ment and will succeed only if 
jobs are available.To that end. 
rebuilding the London Tube, 
or lowering the value of the 
pound, would contribute far 
more than anything the De¬ 
partment of Social Security- 
can do. Removing poverty 
traps, as Liberal Democrats 
found when costing our mani¬ 
festo. is not a cheap strategy, it 
cannot be done as a cost- 
cutting exercise. 

We must beware the danger 
that Welfare to Work may turn 
into a form of peacetime 
conscription. Youth training, 
which seems to be die model 
for much of Welfare to Work, 
is a salutary warning. There, 
refusal of any training place 
has been punished by total 
denial of benefit. When we get 
cases such as the asthmatic 
who was offered training as a 
painter, this is as inefficient as 
it is unjust. Denial of benefit 
does more to fill the prisons 
and the hospitals than it does 
to fill the job centres, and it is 
not a cheap option. The right 
to refuse a job is an essential 
safeguard of the free market. 
Welfare reform must not de¬ 
stroy that right, or the power 
of the employer will become 
absolute. 

T hese safeguards are 
even more important 
when the Government 
talks of helping the disabled to 
work. The ambition is laud¬ 
able. and Professor Stephen 
Hawking is a reminder of 
what can be achieved. What 
must be understood is that 
between the able-bodied and 
the disabled, there is a very- 
long spectrum. Most can do 
some jobs, but the final judg¬ 
ment of vvltich ones must rest 
with the disabled themselves. 

This is not constitutional 
reform; this time there can be 
no Liberal Democrat collabor¬ 
ation. We fought the last 
election against Labour's wel¬ 
fare proposal. We want to 
reduce the cost of the welfare 
state, but by creating jobs, not 
by cutting benefits. We want to 
help people off benefir. but by 
creating opportunities not by- 
starving them into submis¬ 
sion. We are not in the 
business of running the bene¬ 
fit office on the Rjver Kwai. 
When they set up cheir work¬ 
ing party. Labour will be on 
their own. Indeed, it seems M r 
Blair will he on his own. 

Lord Russell is social security 
spokesman for the Liberal 
Democrats in the House of 
Lords. 



God bless the deadline 


A strange and mighty won¬ 
der: through these pages on 
Saturday ' Simon Jenkins 
very nearly got me cheering 
for the Dome 1 have been a cynic 
about the thing from the outset: too 
late, too vague, too wasteful, too naff 
to love. With every successive out¬ 
burst about how we must call it an 
“Experience" and look our for the 
“Euan Factor", my heart sank. 

Besides. I travel often inco historic 
Greenwich just up the river, where 1 
once lived and still haunt the Nat¬ 
ional Maritime Museum. This 
brings on twinges of rage and 
dismay that this place — England's 
Versailles, if only something decent 
could be done with the Naval College 
— should be handled piecemeal and 
meanly while up the road a niffy old 
gasworks site is paved with Lottery 
gold. 

There are also twinges of doubt 
over getting these millions in: ap¬ 
proaches toGreemvich are sabotaged 
daily by the railway service, the 
Blackwall Tunnel, the Docklands 
Intermittent Railway and the 
Old Kent Road. They will have 
to be pretty quick to solve that one. 

But I dunno. Commissioner Jen¬ 
kins bravely defended the magnifi¬ 
cent conception and the £450 million. 
He said its insides would sweep us up 
and show us a far horizon: that there 
would be Time in there, and human 
aspiration and a huge body with 
veins and arteries and a Tower of 
Serious Play and a Valley of Ladders. 
On Sunday it was further revealed 
that Mr Stephen Bay lev promises “a 
forest of virtual headsets", an exhibit 
explaining the future meaning of 
body', mind, and soul (er. what?), 
some stuff borrowed from the British 
Museum, big magnets, and a mascot 
designed by Damien Hirst to 
symbolise the new Britain. A very' 
large model pickled cow. perhaps, 
with giant walk-through spongiform 
brain. 

Sorry-, sorry. .Any exhibition 
sounds ridiculous in preview. Simon 
Jenkins is quite right to quote Burke 
on the “presumptuous judgment of 
the ignorant", and unlike the queru¬ 
lous Mr Kaufman I am cheerfully 
eontenr to stay ignorant until opening 
day. The reason for my sudden 
Christmassy benevolence towards 
the Big Bubble has nothing to do with 
these tantalising glimpses of its 
contents. Ir is ail in one obvious but 
vital statement Simon Jenkins, makes 
about the displays. “Above all." he 
wTote, "they must be ready on time 


From the Dome to the Christmas 
dinner, we all need to be set a target 


... The dome is both about time and 
about a race against time." 

Suddenly I toss up my hat, punch 
the air and say “Yes!" I suddenly see 
the pleasure of the Millennium 
Dome. It has to be ready on time, or it 
is pointless. Even if, as evil gossips 
say. it is manned by doubters and 
squabblers it has a huge asset — the 
most invigorating, inspiring asset of 
all. the one sure guarantee of team¬ 
work and decisiveness and excite¬ 
ment It has an unbreakable 
deadline. If they don't finish on time 
they might as well never have started. 
The show must go on. There is no 
alternative. 

And at this sea¬ 
son we can ali raise 
a glass to that and 
wish the Domies 
luck. We can sym¬ 
pathise. We know 
how it is with big 
deadlines. Christ¬ 
mas Day is rolling 
towards us, and 
those who mark it 
want to mark it well. We want the 
food right the presents right the 
beds made, wine mulled, the decora¬ 
tions up. the cards sent the visits 
accomplished. We want everything 
swept and garnished. 

But there will be no point in any of 
it if we miss the deadline. You cant 
put off Christmas Day, or buy 
crackers when there's nobody left to 
pull them with. There is no point 
getting the guest room perfect when 
the guests have been and gone, or 
filling stockings two days after the 
children have found them empty. So 
in these last hectic days, we 
Christmas-makers hurtle from shop 
to stove to freezer. Sellotape in our 
hair and pine-needles in our under¬ 
wear. as bent on meeting our 
immutable deadline as any Dome 
designer. 

And w-har effect does this have? 
Apart, thai is, from holly lacerations 
caused by bringing down a variegat¬ 
ed wreath on your head with a wildly 
flourished roll of wrapping-paper, 
and the hernia caused by lunging to 
save rhe tree when the dog knocks 
it over in its attempts to escape 
having a pair of polystyrene antlers 
fixed to its head? 

1 will tell vou. This stress, this need 


to finish, is the fastest teacher of 
efficiency there is. The glorious thing 
which a real, immovable deadline 
does is to improve your skills in 
management. There is no 
need for'droning lecturers to tell 
you about prioritisation or time- 
management: you do it for very 
survival. Sluggards become lively, 
and the chronically indecisive make 
- snap decisions. 

Say you are a working woman vvith 
Christmas duties atop the rest: well, 
the house plainly cannot be both 
swept and garnished in the time, so 
you just garnish like mad and trust 
(as in their way, 
the Domesters 
must) that tinsel 
overhead distracts 
from crunched-up 
pinecones and 
mince pies under¬ 
foot You light can¬ 
dles and rum the 
lights off to camou¬ 
flage dust, toss ivy 
over unironed ta¬ 
blecloths and spike the mulled wine 
of censorious relatives. You give up 
the idea of wrapping presents tidily 
because there are S3 presents to wrap, 
counting stockings: you scrunch and 
twist instead. You glance at the clock 
and the calendar and decide that 
while indeed a home-made stuffing 
and Delia Smith cranberry confit 
would be nice, a packet and a jar will 
hit the deadline. 

If, like me. the approach of the 
sacred day involves turning your 
study back into the guest bedroom 
but you are still hammering the 
computer as the guest is hammering 
ar the door, you leap up. unfold the Z- 
bed. hurl a festively red sheet over the 
chaos of the desk (possibly topping it 
with holly for luck) and feign a bright 
welcoming smile. Then, with the 
artifice of despair, you offer to 
put on a nice video for the said 
guest so you can nip into their room 
and type on surreptitiously under the 
sheet! 

My husband takes an even more 
audacious line: when there is some 
household project looming he always 
starts it three weeks before Christmas 
so that it “has" to be finished on time. 
One year he ripped strands of old 
wallpaper off. making the house so 



repulsive that he had to repaper it or 
die of shame. This year he knocked a 
huge hole in'the wail of the only room 
big enough to seat 14 Christmas 
diners and filled it with evil brick- 
rubble. It had to be sorted out, so it 
has been. Just Or should be, by 
tonight. 

Any rush, any chaos, any impossi¬ 
ble striving is justified by a deadline. 
For journalists, but also for anybody 
who regularly fulfils non-negotiable 
orders or gets onstage for the first 
night, an unmissable deadline is both 
stimulus and release. It even enjoins 
a certain humility, [fyou don’t get the 
article right by six. or the act together 
by curtain-up, there is nothing more 
you can do. Either it goes in imperfect 
or not at all. In handing it over, you 
admit both your effort and your 
fallibility. 

The Dome team will have to do 
that come 2000 and that alone gives 
them a certain dignity. The thing 
cannot be unfinished, so it must be 
pulled together somehow. like 
Christmas. 

There should be more of these 
deadlines in public life. Think of all 
the things which consensus says 
should be done: in education, in the 
penal and judicial systems, in the 
infrastructure and environment and 
the protection of children in care. But 
there are no deadlines, no magical 
millennial dates to meet, so every¬ 
thing is flabby. 

W e make excuses, talk 
ourselves into pompous 
inertia, set up public 
inquiries and royal com¬ 
missions, wait months and years for 
their conclusions and then put those 
to parliamentary committees and 
working parties so we can debate 
them and push them around a bit 
and get nothing much done at all. 
Sometimes we create artificial dead¬ 
lines by the ridiculous modem man¬ 
agement tic of “target-setting", 
knowing all die time that the targets 
and goalposts can be moved and 
cheated freely, and undoubtedly will 
be by the rime the next election comes 
round, everything stops and changes, 
and we can start doing nothing all 
over again. 

No: from a heap of unwrapped 
presents beneath a rickety tree, I 
salute that great force for good: the 
deadline. I wish ail who meet it. in 
however ramshackle a manner, a 
merry Christmas. 

Or at least, a more or less complete 
one. 


Old square 

ANTHONY TROLLOPE. I can reveal, was a Freemason. The author, 
who put Barseishire on the literary map and consoled John Major during 
some of the worst moments of his premiership, joined the secret society in 
the early lS40s. Experts on Trollope have been unaware of "his 
membership. But my revelation confirms the suspicions of most Masons, 
who have for many years considered him one of theirs because of his use 


of ritual phrases in his books. T 
during a recent sale at Sotheby's of 
his papers. These included "three 
Masonic certificates, one signed by 
the Duke of Leinster, issued to him 
by the Grand Lodge in Dublin 
between 1842 and [846. Also on sale 
was what is believed to be Trol¬ 
lope's Masonic apron. 

The author had been transferred 
to Ireland in 1841 as a rather lowly 
Fbst Office clerk, and Victoria 
Glendinning, who has written a 
famous biography, thinks he may 
have signed up as a means of 
getting to know’ people. "Others 
join nightclubs or gyms." she says. 
"Perhaps it was a form of 
networking." John Letts, chairman 
of the Trollope Society, concurs: 
"He was making a rather earnest 
effort to establish himself as a 
respectable citizen and escape what 
he called his hobb le de hoy past, in 
other words being a slob." 

Exhaustive research into Trol¬ 
lope's life has failed to reveal his 
Masonic past because, like a good 


membership came to light 



Trollope. Glend inning 

member, he made no reference to 
the group in his cor respondent* or 
private letters. But he did hint at it 
in his writing, employing phrases 
such as "third degree", "acting on 
the level” and "being square ". 1 
shall now browse mv battered 
Barchester Towers or Phineas Finn 
with added interest. 

• FILM and tourism minister 
Tom Clarke is curiously .camera 
shy. On a bracing visit to Barns¬ 
ley's legendary Ehecar Heritage 



DIARY 


Centre, the minister became bris¬ 
tly when a snapper attempted :o 

immortalise the moment. A 

haughty handler stepped in so 
shoo the wretch away. The expla¬ 
nation? "Please can you not take 
photos while he is talking. It'll 
confuse himC revealed a ministeri¬ 
al aid. Let's hope Clarke does not 
find his dual portfolio equally 
problematic. 


Loud mouths 

WHEN they worked as govern¬ 
ment information officers, they 
kept their mouths shut as much as 
possible. After losing their jobs, 
they cannot keep quiet. Liz Drum¬ 
mond is the latest or at least six vic¬ 
tims of a Labour-inspired purge 
and. like some of her predecessors, 
has venred her spleen publiciv. 
Drummond, who quit as head of 


information at the Scottish Office 
after "difficulties” with Donald 
Dewar, has written a vitriolic at¬ 
tack on the powers thai be in to¬ 
day’s Parliamentary Review maga¬ 
zine. “Slick presentation cannot 
compensate for an absence of poli¬ 
cy. 'Good news’ gimmicks wifi not 
distract the media or the electorate 
for long. - she whines. “PR puffery 
is no substitute for truth." But after 
many years working in Whitehall, 
does the good Ms Drummond 
know the difference? 

• RA THER than calling in an ex¬ 
orcist to determine the identity of 


-^ 



“All of the doors Siam in 
your facer 


the much-publicised ghost haunt¬ 
ing Peterhouse, perhaps the Cam¬ 
bridge dons should look no further 
than the undergraduates who used 
to commandeer the Combination 
Room for their dining clubs. "We 
wre all banned from having din¬ 
ners there after rhe Cocoa Tree 
Club met there last year and 
smashed a few plates.” says a ju¬ 
nior mortar-board. “Some of the 
chaps decided to upset the dons by 
pretending it was haunted." 


Slipup 

THE Prince of Wales's new year 
jaunt to Klosters with his sons — 
aimed at raising the morale of the 
young princes — has already hit a 
mogul: his favourite ski instructor, 
Bruno Spree her. has been put in 
hospital with a knee injury. 

Sprecher, 42 — a jovial, bearded 
sort of chap — has been as regular 
a feature of the Prince's skiing hols 
as a fondu. The instructor was with 
the Prince during the avalanche in 
198S which killed his friend, Major 
Hugh Lindsay. Sprecher could be 
our of action for at least two sea¬ 
sons after tearing several knee liga¬ 
ments. “1 was looking forward to 
skiing with Princes William and 
Many so as to bring a little joy 
back to their lives after the tragic 
death of their mother." winced 
Sprecher from his hospital bed in 


Davps. By way of consolation, he 
rereived a bouquet of flowers from 
his distinctly off-piste chum, the 
Duchess of York. 



Helena: common touch 


• ENDEARINGLY, Helena Bon¬ 
ham Carter insists she is rather be¬ 
low stairs. “Just because my great¬ 
grandfather was Prime Minister, 
everyone wrongly assumes I am ir¬ 
redeemably poshr she told me 
yesterday, as critics murmur 
approval for her latest effort. The 
Wings of the Dove. "All PMs get 
gongs. Blair certainty will and he’s 
not posh." 

Jasper Gerard 


Why I 
believe in 
Jacob 

David Selboume 


defends his 


mystery manuscript 

R ecently I translated the manu¬ 
script of a merchant. Jacob of 
Ancona- who set sail for rhe 
East in 1270 and arrived in China a 
year before Marco Polo. But since the 
owner of the manuscript will permit 
no further access to the work lest his 
anonymity be breached, the appear¬ 
ance *of my translation The City of 
Light has been a rurbuleni event. 

The book has been greeted by some 
as a hoax, a political satire worthy of 
a Montesquieu or a Swift, even a plot 
by the Left to discredit me. Foliy and 
error of judgment have marked the 
reviews. 

That the book is also a Jewish work 
of piety, containing an accounr of 
historic Jewish tribulation and defi¬ 
ance as well as an excoriation of 
Christian “idolatry", has, fur whatev¬ 
er reason, barely been mentioned Yet 
if there were still a Vatican Index, it 
would surely be placed cm it. 

The manuscript’s owner — whu is 
himself not Jewish and not an 
inhabitant of Urbino, where I live — 
first approached me about it in 1990. 
Why me? Because my interest in 
Ju daica. including the history uf 
medieval Jewry in Italy, was known 
to him. and because I was not Italian, 
yet within reach. Only those familiar 
with Italian mores could understand 
foe mistrust, often justified, in which 
Italians hold one another, while 
Italian scholarship is a byword for 
bad faith, corruption, and indolence. 
By contrast, the Englishman will 
generally be considered, rightly or 
wrongly, as trustworthy in keeping a 
pledge, as non-materialistic and as 
hardworking. 

As to foe essential authenticity of 
the Ancona manuscript — pending 
access to it by others better qualified 
than I — and the genuine purposes of 
its owner in wanting its contents 
translated into English. 1 have nor 
been in doubL I worked on it 
intermittently for several years at foe 
owner’s house, neither permitted to 
take it from his premises, nor to take 
samples or photographs of it. on foe 
(mistaken) grounds that it would lead 
to foe provenance of foe manuscript 
and the present owner’s identity 
becoming known to all. 

A considerable amount, perhaps a 
fifth or sixth of the original, largely 
Tuscan. Italian — there are also 
Hebrew exclamations, encomia to 
God and Talmudic citations — was 
incorporated in my notes and transla¬ 
tion as. I went. along. These were 
words, idiomatic phrases, proper 
names and philosophical terms 
which I wished to study further in 
lexicons and works of reference. 1 
incorporated most of these words and 
phrases into the text of my transla¬ 
tion. placing them in square brackets. 
The British publishers. Little. Brown, 
struck them out in foe editing 
process, but they had been provided 
as an earnest in foe interim, of the 
authenticity of foe text A very small 
proportion of them remains in foe 
notes. No reviewer, so far as I recall, 
has remarked on them. 

Instead, cabal-like pressures, origi¬ 
nating in American academia, have 
been exerted against Little. Brown in 
America, the holders of subsidiary 
rights in my translation. A kind of 
scholarly fatwa has been pronounced 
against it compromising freedom of 
publication (and intellectual freedom) 
in tiie very land of foe free. The 
British publishers are made of 
sterner stuff, as are other publishers 
worldwide, whose translators are 
hard at work on the text 


spreau; scnuiarsrup nas 
nounced upon the supposed am 
nism of a single word: 
manuscript has been describ 
“too long". I have been infc 
from foe pulpits of academia 
although Jacob of Ancona cat 
cally mentions them, there we 
wheeled carriages in foe great i 
Zaitun (Quanzhou) which he vi 
no saffron, no opium — altf 
medieval Chinese pharmacy 
mention it — and even no s 
sexual aberration, although 
gives an account of both. 

I have been unblushingly told, t 
a broadcast exchange with an 
lish critic, that foe Chinese of 
century Zaitun would have 
“great difficulty" in communic 
with each other in oral speech, s. 
the moral and political debates \ 
Jacob describes could not have 
place — a proposition laugh 
scorn by Chinese scholars. 

That tiie conditions under wl 
worked on the translation v 
cause difficulty I anticipated, 
did not expect that mere opinioi 
supposition would be present) 
counter-facts, nor the false ass 
non made that what today’s aca 
ics do not know — or did not< 
until they read the Ancona mani 
— could not be knowledge. Thu 
only the pointing out of one se 
typographical error about a Ji 
fast will be of service for f 
editions. 

In sum. Jacob's tale, like \ 
Polo's, stands, legitimate and s 
ous doubts notwithstanding ] 
ever assailed, foe Ancona argo’sy 
on, to foe discomfiture of critics 
foe delight of readers. Like h 
Polo. Jacob of Ancona lives. 

The author is the translator of J 
g^Ancomz’s The City of Light. L 
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SELECTIVE CULL 

The past and future of the British beef industry 


It was an unfortunate but entirely apt 
reflection on the BSE affair that Jack 
Cunningham's statement to this House of 
Commons yesterday should be delayed by 
an inexplicable technical malfunction. The 
same combination of error an d uncertainty 
has been presentthrcRighout this fiasco. The 
Minister for Agriculture recovered—rather 
better than the beef industry — to offer a 
brief statement that was wide-ranging and 
broadly persuasive. His department has 
hardly been in the forefront of truly open 
government and the belated arrival of the 
searchlight of scrutiny, tuoder the charge of 

Lord Justice Phillips, must be welcomed. 

The case for a searching inquiry—but hot 
a partisan kangeroo court — is powerful. 
The whole BSE melodrama has been an 
extraordinary and exceptionally expensive 
story. The unfortunate truth is that neither 
the events themselves nor the expense have 
reached thefr conclusion. It might be argued 
that the allocation of blame for the BSE 
crisis is other impractical or irrelevant 
However, the restoration of confidence (or 
not) in the beef industry requires much 
firmer responses to questions thar have been 
asked but rarely answered. Without a 
credible investigation from an independent 
source, baseless rumour; will displace fact 
and _ partial interpretation eclipse dis¬ 
passionate analysis. 

There would, at this stage, seem to be 
three candidates for public contempt The 
industry itself which—according to some- 
engaged in potentially poisonous practices 
in die 1980s and then demanded vast public 
compensation in the 1990s. The second 
candidate is the Ministry, of Agriculture 
(MAFF) which, according to its substantial 
company of critics, has behaved consistently 
as if its initials stood for More Aid East to 
Fanners. Finally, there are the scientists 
who, according to certain politicians, op¬ 
erated on an exceptionally flexible concept of 


'certainly. All or none of these institutions 
might be deemed responsible h Is in the 
. interest of aU cOnceriled -to dear the air, 

; The most significant aspect of the 
. Cunningham statement may be that about 
which he was most deliberately ambiguous. 
The Minister asserted that restructuring of 
-ihe industry was “vital” and that it was 
essential for UK producers to presume that 
major changes ;were inevitable. This should 
be read as ah acknowledgement that the 
export bah chi British beef wfll not be lifted 
-for some years to coma. Furthennore, It can 
be calculated. Dr Guininghain does not. 
think that consumer confidence will return 
ihoch foster. This is not a Ministry message 
which will be popular with rural commu¬ 
nities. That does not mean it is unrealistic. 

The Opposition sought to place attention 
on the financial scheme that Dr Cunning¬ 
ham outlined for hill farmers. This wffl 
consist of £60 million offered to the beef 
sector from European Union funds. Another 
£25 million will be made available in 1998 
via an increase in the HO] livestock 
Compensatory Allowance. Dr Cunningham 
stresses that this allowance was “exceptional 
and one-off”. The formers will doubtless 
note that more could have been made 
available from EU coffers. 

It is indicative of this whole affair thai two, 
utterly different, reactions may be felt in the 
country to this compensation package. 
Those who believe that farmers chose to 
engage in dubious feeding practices in the 
1980s will be outraged that one penny has 
been paid from the public purse. Others who 
have concluded that the health scare has 
been fuelled by hype will think that Dr 
Cunningham has been parsimonious. There 
cannot be a convincing answer to the 
question of financial claim until the question 
of factual blame is settled. We can only hope 
that the Phillips inquiry is mo re effective and 
timely than every other aspect of this saga 



i 



OFF THE GROUND 

The Eurofighter now awaits construction 


After years of uncertainty and squabbling, 
the defence ministers of Britain, Germany, 
Italy and Spain yesterday committed their 
governments to the construction and pur¬ 
chase of Eurofighter, the £40 billion aircraft 
that will form the backbone of European 
defence until well into the next mille nnium. 
Their signature in Bonn' of a binding 
agreement guarantees up to 80,000 jobs in 
Britain, ensures that European : defence 
industries remain ‘ at die forefront of tech¬ 
nological innovation, and gives the manu¬ 
facturers a product that will, overtime, reap 
billions of pounds in export orders. Yet so 
chequered has been the history of this 
ambitious project that few can now believe 
that the crises of the past decade are over. 
Eurofighter looked stillborn at least three 
times; its birth will be a. marvel not only of 
engineering but of political wilL 

British industry wiD welcome the final go- 
ahead for the fighter without reservations. 
With a 38 per cent stake in the project. 
Britain will manufacture marry of the roost 
sophisticated components, including the 
cockpit, the front canard wings, part of (he 
main wings, the new EJ200 engines and 
much of the avionics, including the ad¬ 
vanced ECR90 radar. Almost all the leading 
engineering and avionics companies will 
have a share of the work, ensuring their 
global competitive edge and the mainte¬ 
nance of a skilled workforce. Parts of the 
country will have jobs guaranteed for years 
to come, especially in Lancashire. Bristol 
and Derby. Britain will continue to be a 
centre of engineering excellence. 

These arguments were long rehearsed in 
the wrangling among the four producing 
nations, .especially when Germany was 
str ainin g ,to pull out of the project Britain, 
playing an Germany’s European commit¬ 
ment, insisted that unless the project went 


ahead, America’s technological lead would 
become unassailable. It argued that the 
fighter was the single greatest co-operative 
project making a reality of the European 
Union's dream of pooling its industrial 
muscle and interchanging training. 

None of this, however, could stand beside 
the determining question: was the fighter 
really needed? Conceived in 1983 at the 
height of the Cold War, with development 
getting underway in 1988, Eurofighter was 
almost an early casualty of the euphoria that 
overtook the West after the fall of the Berlin 
Wall in 1989. The Germans, especially, 
insisted there was no longer a need for a 
plane to challenge the best of the Soviet air 
force. They considered its avionics, specifica¬ 
tions and armaments too heavy, expensive 
and sophisticated for what they believed 
would, in future, be the low-level threats to 
Western security. Voflcer Ruffe; the German 
Defence Minister, was determined to cancel 
the project, or, at best, change the 
Eurofighter into a cheaper and lighter plane. 

Eventually, the Germans were convinced, 
partly by the experience of the Gulf War, 
that such arguments were naive. Europe 
needs up-to-date defence no less in time of 
peace than at the height of global ideological 
conflict With the Cold War over, Europe 
could, in theory, have bought cheap Russian 
MiG29s, but spares would have presented 
an insurmountable obstacle — let alone the 
politics of relying cm Moscow. Hie only real 
alternative was the American F22. But at 
double , the cost, this would not provide 
commensurate extra security. Like Concorde 
and Airbus, other multinational aviation 
projects that .appeared doomed during dev¬ 
elopment, Eurofighter is both justified in its 
" mission and of immense consequence to the 
competitiveness and innovation of Western - 
defence. It has now, finally, taken off. 


HO, HO, HI 


Americans embrace the British Christmas 


% 


• T - 

British exports may have had a difficult year 
fo America, hu* there are some UK products 
which have clambered over the EU’s tariff 
barriers to run riot through stateside 
shopping malls. While British mums have. 
scoured high s tre e ts for Tellytubb ies, Am en- 
can moms have tramped main streets for 
another sweet yet cloying celebration of the 
fall stomach — the traditional Christinas 
pudding. For a nation which has come to 
regard sHmm ed milk in the decaff as an 
unthinkably decadent way in which to 
round off a dinner of mixed leaves and 
skinless thicken breast, the emergence of 
Mrs Beeton’s suet cannonball as the new 
podding of choice is as culturally significant 
as any of this years social changes. 

A country which had come to 
silicon as the only acceptable way of addmg 
inches to the figure is learning to loosen its 
belt for the season of goodwill. ° f 

traditional English fayre are delighted at the 
rejection of body fascism. 
tide there is much joy m die langdamof 
Hauods over the thinnies who repent, lhe 

Treasutytoo,wiUbedefigfated— 

the boost to foreign earnings. ■ 

Hggy pudding is. however, not the onty 

traditional trapping of the • 

win,' new friends abroad. The leading 

importer of transatlantic 

_*i_la rfmartmenf store wn®? 


iteaS^Wonded to Im™ Khan's 


concerns about the Kashmir conflict by 
advising his wife to team the cardigan with a 
sflk scarf. The biggest hit this season has not 
however, been anything tight in the new 

• brown, black or grey but something with an 
even shorter ppst-fatrohase life than a New 
York cocktail dress—the Christmas cracker. 

• The appeal of crackers, the paper ones 
dial is, was ' hindered initially by the 

. common language which divides our two 
great nations. American customers were, 
apparently, slow to see the attraction of 
pulling at a dry biscuit to celebrate the 
festive season. The glorious extravagance, 
however, of investing in a Christmas 
frippery which could not be packed away in 
the goodie trunk for subsequent re-use 

. eventually worked its magic on a country of 
conspicuous consumers. Puffing on a 
cracker has become an American declara¬ 
tion of financial independence. 

It is fitting that preparations for this 
Christmas should prove the Congressional 
Speaker Newt Gingrich right in his asser¬ 
tion that the Atlantic was easier to cross than 
the English Channel. Although many 
apparently British Christmas traditions are 
German inventions introduced by Prince 
Albert the character at the season really 
owes more to Dickehs and Disney than 
Deutsdsland. The special relationship is 
alive and well, paper hats on the partners' 
heads and plum duff cm the table. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone.0171-782 5000 

‘Hollow gestures’ of Irish President 


! Resolving Labour 
economic conflicts 

1 ' From Mr Mike Faulkes 

Sir. As a lifelong Conservative I 
applaud new Labours determination 
to keep government expendi tore with¬ 
in strict limits. We have a strong eco¬ 
nomy bw high interest rates directed 

at avoiding inflation. The consequent¬ 
ly high poumidamages exports. 

Isn't There another way of balancing 
these conflicts? A reduction in interest 

- rales could be mirrored by an increase 
in taxation which would leave the av¬ 
erage family no worse off. This would 
help-exports, increase government 
income and reduce its expenditure an 
servicing the national debt. The result 
would be to make expons stronger 
and enable the Government to im¬ 
prove expenditure on vital services or 
restart repaying the national debt, or 
a judicious combination of the two. 

The Government did give a mani¬ 
festo undertaking not to increase 
taxes. It has already broken this 
several times. If the proposed increase 
was clearly a package leading to 
reduced mortgage repayments it 
should be withm the wit of the Gov¬ 
ernment to explain this to the elector¬ 
ate. It presumably has sufficient influ¬ 
ence over the Bank concerning inter¬ 
est rates. At present it is wringing its 
hands and doing tittle positive in the 
economic field. 

Yours faithfully, 

MIKE FAULKES, 

171 Kidmore Road, 

Caversharo, Reading RG4 7NN. 

December 19. 


Welfare changes 

From Mr Frederik Dean 

Sir, I would like to commend the Gov¬ 
ernment on its programme of welfare 
reform (letters, December 9.13,17, ISO- 
As the steward of this nation’s tax¬ 
payers' money it must be wise in 
spending limited resources. 

It is'good and proper that this coun¬ 
try has a system which helps those 
who cannot help themselves. I would, 
however, like to suggest that there are 
insufficient funds available to dis¬ 
tribute to those who will not help 
themselves. 

Spending priorities will have to be 
made. It is time individual responsibi¬ 
lity was again seen as a key to a stable, 
caring society. Without it, “rights” 
should not be forthcoming to anyone 
who daims them. 

Yours sincerely, 

FREDERIK DEAN. 

36'Noimanhuret Avenue, 
Bournemouth BHS 9NP. 
fad@docfadean.presteL.co.uk 
December 19. 


Cold War memories 

From Mrs Caroline Scallon 

Sir, Richard Beeston. your correspon¬ 
dent in Moscow, must be too young to 
remember the temperatures in that 
dty at the end of1978 (weather reports, 
December 17, 18). They too were the 
lowest for the preceding century. Mr 
Beeston’s parents should remember, 
as they were there at tire rime (with 
The Daily Telegraph ), as were we 
(with Barclays Bank). 

Thermometers in Moscow plunged 
to -JOG We watched the guards at 
Lenin’s tomb changing every 15 min¬ 
utes one night, in spite of the heating 
pads under their feet; garage-less cars 
had their engines turned over every 15 
minutes all night and most of the day; 
and we filled our screen washers with 
vodka, which did not freeze; humans 
could stand being outside for wily 10 
to 15 minutes at a time before 
returning to their overheated apart¬ 
ments and a wanning tot of brandy. 
Dacha parties arranged for the festive 
season had to be cancelled. 

Democracy, h seems, does not have 
a monopoly on lowest recorded tem¬ 
peratures; or perhaps these figures 
were suppressed under the commu¬ 
nist regime? . 

Yours faithfully, 

CAROLINE SCALLON, 

28 Grange Road. SW13 9RE. 
December 18. 


Cold snipe 

From Mr 3. G. Wishart 

Sir, Mr Peter Bimie (fetter today) is 
right: southerners, confronted by 
snow, become a race of wimps. 

When I lived in Maryland, three 
inches of snow were required before 
schools and military bases dosed. In 
Alabama, a heavy frost sufficed. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. a WISHART, 

Mihon House, 

Milton of Balgonie. 

Glenrothes KY7 6PX. 

December 19. 


A matter of trust 

From Mr Ben Noble 

Sir, Having listened to the Prime 
Minister (report, December 18) and 
read die Paymaster General's state¬ 
ments (report, December 15) on the 
question of offshore trusts, and not 
understanding what these are about, 
can I ask than what foe purpose of 
these trusts is, apart from avoidance 
of UK tax? 

Sincerely, 

BEN NOBLE. 

25 Windermere Avenue, Hawcoat, 
Barrow-in-Furness LA14 4LN. 
December 19. 


From Mr Robin Bury 

. Sir. The facr that our new. staunchly 
Catholic President, Mary McAleese, 
has taken Holy Communion in the 
Church of Ireland cathedral in Dublin 
(News in brief, December 9) struck 
me, as a member of that Church, as 
being an act of theatre rather than sol¬ 
emn worship. Presumably her motive 
was to build another of those bridges 
she talks about to Protestants in 
Ireland. 

However, the President knows full 
well that in the Republic of Ireland 
relations between Protestants and 
Catholics are good, so this son of ges¬ 
ture is a hollow one. All it has 
achieved is to arouse the wrath of 
some of her own church leaders and 
divided Catholics on this island. 

Perhaps the gesture was intended 
more for Unionists in Northern Ire¬ 
land? tfso.it was negated by the Presi¬ 
dent^ visit to Wesr Belfast on Decem¬ 
ber 5, when she failed to meet Joe 
Hendran. the former representative of 
foe SDLP. the Catholic constitutional 
party. Instead, she met with the 
extreme nationalist. Gerry Adams, 
whose movement (in the words of 


Guardsmen in prison 

From Major-General Murrny Naylor 

Sir, The involvement of Martin Bell. 
MP. in the campaign to highlight the 
cases of Scots Guardsmen Fisher and 
Wright, together with your report and 
leader today, make ft dear that their 
position is one which must be consid¬ 
ered again by Ministers on the 
grounds of natural justice. 

Martin BdJ knows die circum¬ 
stances which soldiers have had to 
face on the streets of Northern Ireland 
since 1969 and his judgment and 
experience in these matters should be 
heeded. 

f visited Jim Fisher and Mark 
Wright on December 16 in Magha- 
beny prison in Northern Ireland, 
where they will be spending their sixth 
Christmas for a tragic mistake made 
while they were discharging the oper¬ 
ational policy of the UK Government 

They are genuinely remorseful for 
what happened and look forward to 
returning to their regiment, but are 
bewildered by their apparently differ¬ 
ent treatment from the IRA prisoners 
released yesterday for Christinas. 

It is not good enough for foe cases of 
Fisher and Wright to be treated with¬ 
out reference to their human rights. At 
this time of peace and goodwill for 
all men perhaps a gesture of recon¬ 
ciliation is appropriate for all those 


Turkey and Cyprus 

From the Reverend 
A. Graham Hellier 

Sir. I would not wish to devalue the 
Reconciliation Walk from Cologne to 
Jerusalem which marked the 900th 
anniversary of the First Crusade 
(letter, December 18). Roger Forster 
links it with Turkey's application to 
join the EU — a very different matter. 

Had the walkers diverted through 
Diyarbakir they would have found the 
air lull of voices about fresh atrocities 
— not all one-sided, it is true — for 
which foe Turkish Government car¬ 
ries a heavy responsibility. 

The 30 million Kurdish people are 
effectively under military rule. Their 
culture is still repressed and their rivil 
rights are denied. Arrests and torture 
are everyday occurrences. MPs are 
imprisoned and journalists murdered. 
Hundreds of villages have ban 
bombed and razed. Over 12,000 people 
have died. 

Our ears may be tuned to the distant 
wrongs of history but there is fresh 
blood crying out to be heard. Is if sur¬ 
prising that Europe is “equivocal"? 

Would European membership tip 
foe balance towards true democracy 


Jacob of Ancona 

From Professor John Lamer 

Sir, Reading Dr David Abulafia*s and 
Ms Kay Lacey’s letters (December 12) 
on David Se I bourne’s The City of 
Ught (letter, December 5), I could not 
help wondering whether whoever pro¬ 
duced the manuscript on which it is 
said to be based wasn’t playing a 
game of “See how many mistakes you 
can spot". Here are two I particularly 
enjoyed. 

Sailing the Adriatic in 1270, the nar¬ 
rator, “Jacob of Ancona", says how 
fast his galley sailed — “we made 
wings of our oars" — thus anticipating 
one or Dante’s most vivid metaphors 
( Inferno. xxvi, IS), first written down 
some forty to fifty years later. 

Then, from Acre, the capital of the 


Unsporting abuse . 

From Mrs Elizabeth Marchal 

Sir, School pupils who shout abuse at 
sporting opposition (report, Decem¬ 
ber 13) should not be condemned; they 
have obviously set their sights on ser¬ 
ving fo«r country as MPs and are 
merely practising. 

Yours faithfully, 

ELIZABETH MARCHAL, 

33 Croft Way, Sevenoaks TN13 2IU. 

December 13. 
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your leading article of December 12) 
uses violence “not to secure freedom 
and democracy but stifle it". 

Unionists are pragmatic people and 
judge people by their acts, not their 
words. On this basis, they know Mary 
McAleese as a radical nationalist, and 
dismiss her silly talk of her "love" for 
them. People in Ireland want lasting 
peace and stability. They realise that if 
Mr Hu/ne and Mr Trimble were left 
to make terms, a settlement would be 
reached in a matter of days. 

Had Mrs McAleese been creative 
enough to wear a poppy during her in¬ 
auguration ceremony on Armistice 
Day to commemorate the many Irish 
dead in two world wars — she refused 
to do this (report. November 12) — she 
would have given out a signal that she 
disapproves of the aareme republi¬ 
cans who are successfully setting the 
agenda today, both in London and 
Dublin. And that would have shown 
true leadership. 

Yours sincerely. 

ROBIN BURY. 

II Flrgrove, 

Military Road, Killiney. Co Dublin. 
December 15. 


who have become victims of the con¬ 
flict in Northern Ireland, not just those 
with powerful advocates to speak for 
them. 

Yours etc, 

MURRAY NAYLOR 
(Chairman of the Guardsmen 
Fisher and Wright Release Group), 
PO Box 16331, London SW1E 6ZJ. 
December 19. 

From Group Captain P. W. Johnson 

Sir. Your leader today draws attention 
to the anomaly of justice which has 
allowed foe release for a Christmas 
break with their families of men 
whose crimes against humanity were 
terrible and deliberate, but has denied 
such fleeting liberty to two loyal 
British soldiers incarcerated in the 
same prison for an action when they 
were under orders in defence of the 
Queen's peac e . 

One of the main planks of British 
policy now is the thane of “open gov¬ 
ernment”. 

Should we not therefore know 
exactly where the responsibility for 
ordering and denying such releases 
lies? 

Yours faithfully. 

P.W. JOHNSON. 

23 Albury Park, 

Guildford GU59BB. 

December 19. 


or must human rights first prevail? 
There is work to be done hare for 
justice as well as reconciliation. 

Yours sincerely. ■ 

GRAHAM HELLIER, 

Monmarsh End, 

Marden. Hereford HRI3EZ. 

From Mr Aziz Gulbahar 

Sir, Mr Tony Mitsides (letter, Decem¬ 
ber IS) is right in his belief that 
Cyprus’s membership of foe EU will 
be a new factor in the 30-year-old 
stalemate. 

The unilateral Greek Cypriot appli¬ 
cation has been the single most impor¬ 
tant factor that will lead to the perma¬ 
nent division of the island: the Greek 
Cypriots* wish of Enosis (union with 
Greece) being achieved after decades 
of trying and foe Turkish Cypriots 
seeking integration with Turkey, since 
it is dear the EU wants neither of foe 
two parties. 

Yours faithfully, 

AZIZ GULBAHAR 
(Chairman, Political Committee), 
Council of Turkish Cypriot 
Associations (UK), 

PO Box 12759, London ESIPP. 
December 18. 


Crusader kingdom, he is allowed to 
take a caravan to Damascus with 
which at that time (though Jacob is 
oblivious of it all) foe kingdom was at 
war. 

But more amusing than foe abso¬ 
lute impossibilities are foe general 
absurdities. Among these my own 
favourite is the way Jacob hires a pilot 
ar Ancona to guide him through the 
China seas — rather like taking a Lon¬ 
don taxi-driver with you to help get 
around Edinburgh- 

Pferhaps the publishers. Little, 
Brown and Company, could market 
The City of Light here by offering a 
prize to whoever can identify the most 
and best of these. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN LARNER. 

I Forrest Road. Stirling FK8IUH. 


Welsh assembly 

From Mr Ray Kingdon 

Sir, I voted “Yes” for a Welsh assem¬ 
bly believing that it would be based in 
the capital, Cardiff, and so did 
thousands of others who had read 
promotional material At no time 
were foe Welsh electorate given infor¬ 
mation to the contrary. 

Any move new by foe Secretary of 
State for Wales to break this link and 
to house foe assembly elsewhere may 
surely be viewed as misrepresen¬ 
tation. 

Yours etc, 

RAY KINGDON, 

77 Headway, Cardiff CF4 4JS. 
ray@dyspeLdemon.co.uk 


Messiah message 
raises the spirits 

From Dr Bt'U Smith 

Sir. Mr Anthony Fry is rightly con¬ 
cerned (later, December 20) about foe 
confusion over whether to sit or stand 
during foe Hallelujah Chorus. How¬ 
ever, there is a spiritual significance 
which helps to explain this tradition. 

Handel’s Messiah traces the story 
of Jesus from his birth through his 
earthly ministry, his Crudfixfon, and 
his Resurrection. The Hallelujah 
Chorus represents the disciples’ final 
understanding of the reality of his 
Resurrection. Tt is natural that they 
should want to rise to their feet to 
acclaim this wonderful revelation. No 
doubt this, too, is how George II felt 
during the first performance of this 
moving work. 

There is a yet deeper significance: 
the Messiah continues with our own 
resurrection: “The trumpet shall 
sound, and foe dead shall be raised 
incorruptible" (I Corinthians xv. 52). 
The entire audience of foe Albert HaJL 
or wherever, rising for foe Hallelujah 
Chorus provides a brief foretaste of 
hoiwatthe last day we shall all rise up 
“to meet the Lord in the air" (I Ihes- 
sakffiians iv. 17). 

Yours etc. 

BILL SMITH, 

25 Sidelands Road, 

Down end, Bristol BS16 2TS. 
bilLsmith@bristol.ac.uk 
December 22. 


Reindeer recruit 

From the Reverend Julian Sullivan 

Sir. A cursory reading of an alterna¬ 
tive text, 77re Night before Christmas. 
by Clement C. Moore, appears to con¬ 
firm the view of Mr A. H. Davis (let¬ 
ter. December 17) that the employ¬ 
ment of Rudolph foe red-nosed rein¬ 
deer was indeed temporary. 

On foe night in question, visibility 
was excellent (The moon on foe 
breast of the new-fallen snow, gave 
the lustre of midday to objects below 
... 1. St Nick favoured eight reindeer 
in a 2222 formation, calling them by 
name: Dasher. Dancer, Prancer, 
Vixen. Comet. Cupid, Dander and 
Blitzen. 

On a dear-night, Rudolph's special 
attribute would have been redundant, 
accounting tor his omission from foe 
squad. The inescapable conclusion is 
surely that Rudolph is kept in reserve 
for hazardous weather conditions. 
Happy Christinas to all. 

Yours faithfully, 

JULIAN SULLIVAN, 

St Mary* Vicarage, 

42 Charlotte Road, Sheffield SI 4TL. 
juliansulltvanJ@compu5erve.com 

From Mr A. D. Peevers 

Sir. While Mr Davis is correct in 
asserting that Santa’s sleigh was 
not drawn by red-nosed reindeer he is 
clearly mistaken in believing that 
Rudolph was only a one-night temp. 
In foe swig it is stated that “all of foe 
other reindeer ... wouldn't let poor 
Rudolph join in any reindeer games". 

If Rudolph was so unfairly excluded 
from the extracurricular activities of 
the said reindeer then surely this 
proves that he was indeed regularly 
employed by Santa (at least on a sea¬ 
sonal basis). 

Yours faithfully. 

ALAN PEEVERS, 

Box 51775, Nairobi, Kenya. 


Heard but not seen 

From Cotone/ David Whitaker 

Sir. There is not much point in debat¬ 
ing when you should tell your child¬ 
ren the whole truth about Father 
Christmas (letters, December20); thqy 
will discover it in their own time in a 
variety of ways. I well remember my 
son when he was about six telling me 
that he had not been able to see Father 
Christmas filling his stocking because 
his bedroom had been too dark, but 
that he had heard what he said when 
he stubbed his toes on a bedpost 

Yours sincerely. 

DAVID WHITAKER. 

The Dower House. Chawton, 

Nr Alton, GU34 1SB. 


Heavenly gift 

From Mrs Anne Middleton 

Sir. Peterborough's bargain hunters 
(letter. December 22) should count 
themselves lucky it is only foe price of 
their Holy Family crib scene that has 
been reduced. Imagine the shock 
awaiting Christmas shoppers a few 
years ago in Hexham, Northumber¬ 
land. where foe reduction in a charity 
shop was far more drastic: -Nativity 
set £8.. Baby missing." 

Yours faithfully. 

ANNE MIDDLETON, 

8 Little Cloister. 

Westminster Abbey, SW]P 3PL 
December 22. 


Shocking filler 

From Mr Philip J. Gregg 

Sir. Mr Alasdair Maclean defter, De¬ 
cember 20) asks where foe mouse in 
the traditional Christmas stocking 
came from. The same place as foe 
mouse in the traditional tin of baked 
beans (report December J9>? 

Yours faithfully, 

P.J. GREGG. 

32 Lancaster Road, Rugby CV212QW. 
December 20. 
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SANDRINGHAM, 

NORFOLK 

December 22: The Duke of 
Edinburgh, Patron of the Brit¬ 
ish Association far Shooting 
and Conservation and of the 
Game Conservancy Trust, this 
afternoon presented the prizes 
at the Young Shots' Gay 
Pigeon Shoot at the Sandring¬ 
ham Shooting Ground 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December 22: The Prince of 
Wales. Patron, this morning 
visited die Cotswold Care 
Hospice, Minchinhampton. 
Gloucestershire. 

His Royal Highness, Pa¬ 
tron, facer visited the Sue 
Ryder Home at Leckhampton 
Court, Cheltenham. Gloucester¬ 
shire. 


Birthdays today 

The Emperor of Japan cele¬ 
brates his 64th birthday 
today. 

The Earl of Balfour, 72; Sir 
Franklin Berman, dvil ser¬ 
vant, 5& Mrs C BickneU, 
former' chairman. Victoria 
Health Authority, 7& Sir Nor¬ 
man Biggs, banker, 90; Lord 
Blake, FBA, 81; Professor 
Timothy Burt, Master, Hat¬ 
field College. Durham Univer¬ 
sity. 4fk Mr David Davis. MP. 
49: Sir Peter Davis, chief 
executive. Prudential Corpora¬ 
tion. 56: Mr Maurice 
Denham, actor, 38; Sir Colin 
Fielding, dvfl servant, 71; Mr 
J.ELS. Guinness, chairman. 
British Nuclear Fuels. 62; Mr 
Yousuf Karsh, photographer, 
89; Mr Graham Kelly, chief 
executive. Football Associ¬ 
ation. 52. 

Professor Peter Lachraann. 
former president. Royal Coll¬ 
ege of Pathologists, 66: Miss 
Belinda Lang, actress, 44; Mr 
Christopher Lawrence, silver- 
smith, 61; Sir Roger Neville, 
former chief executive. Sun 
Alliance Insurance Group. 66; 
Mr Ashley Raeburn, former 
chairman. Boosey and 
Hawkes. 79; Herr Helmut 
Schmidt, former Chancellor, 
Federal Republic of Germany. 
79; die Rev Christopher 
Turner, former Headmaster, 
Stowe School. 68; Mr KS. 
Unwin, publisher, 72; the 
Marquess of Winchester, 
56. 


The Grey Coat 


•rey 

atai 


Hospit 
Westminster 

The Queen has agreed to be Patron 
of the Tercentenary year. 199S, of 
The Grey Coat Hospital, West¬ 
minster. Please phone for further 
information - 0171S2S 3242. 


The Royal Society 
of Chemistry 

The following were admitted as 
FHlows of The Royal Society of 
Chcmisrry in December 1997. They 
are entitled to use the designation 
■Chartered Chemist* and the letters 
CChctn FRSC 

RAAiiken.BCAxcell. PC Davies, 
A C Dwecfc. C D Fields. M D 
Goodyear, G W Kettey. MRS 
McCoustra. P R Norman. J Oakes. 
D N Rogers. G S Russell. M 
Sargent. D J Sdiiffrin. C A Shand. 
M S Subramaman, A J Vdla. A D 
Wright. 



■■ ... ■ _- _ - _ •_ L -:-—-:---:-——---— ; —— 

Suzanne Trisk. of Christie’s, South Kensington, with a rare Gauge 1 mid-1930s Pacific steam locomotive which was ejected to sell forETJJOO to £10,000. The loc^^rve is 
the largest item, in a two-day auction of trains and toys taking place yesterday and today. The smallest is a J ap a n e s e Penny Toy train whose coaches are each ztn long 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Sir Richard Ark¬ 
wright, inventor, Preston. 
1732; Sir Martin Archer Shee, 
painter, Dublin, 1770; Joseph 
Smith, founder of (be Churrfi 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (Mormons), Sharon, 
Vermont, 1805: Samuel 
Smiles, author of Self Help. 
Haddington. Lothian. 1812; 
Sir Hugh Allen, musician. 
Reading, 1869; J. Arthur Rank. 
1st Baron Rank, industrialist 
and Bm magnate. Hull 1888. 
DEATHS: Michael Drayton, 
poet, London, 1631; John Cot¬ 
ton, Puritan clergyman (die 
Patriarch of New England), 
Boston, 1652; Thomas Robert 
Malthus. economist, Bath, 
1834; Hugh Miller, geologist, 
committed suicide. 1865; 
Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, 
builder of the tower bearing 
his name, Paris. 1923; Antho¬ 
ny Herman Fbkker, aircraft 
pioneer. New York, 1939; 
Edward Frederick Lindley 
Wood. 1st Earl of Halifax, 
statesman. Viceroy of India 
1926-31, Garrowby, Yorkshire, 
1959. 

HMS Bounty, commanded fay 
William Bligh. set sail for the 
South Seas, 1787. 

Joseph Hansom patented a 
type of cab, 1834. 

The BBC began daily radio 
broadcasts. 1922. 


Reception 


HM Gov ern m en t 
Lord dinmn-Daris. Minister for 
Trade, was the host at a reception 
given by Her Majesty* Govern¬ 
ment yesterday at Lancaster 
House, to mark die 25th anniver¬ 
sary of the Britirii Overseas Trade 
Board 


Church of Scotland 

Retirements 

The Rev Eric J. Alexander, from St 
George'S Tron. Glasgow. 

The Rev W.M.D. Thompson, from 
Crafling and Eckford with Oxnam 
with Roxburgh. 

The Rev William Brown, from 
Patwarth. Edinburgh. 

The Rev Charles S. Monks. from 
Kenya. 

The Rev James Anderson, from 
O’Neill. Kincardine. 


Church services for Christmas Eve 


ARMAGH CATHEDRAL 5 E & Blessing of 
foe crib, Sransion in A: 1130 Midnighr Eudi in 
St Mark's Church. 

BANGOR CATHEDRAL: 7.45 Bored Weddh 

I Cynnm Berefigakfc 530 Hwyrol Weddl; IMS 
Midnight Eudi. 

BELFAST CATHEDRAL 8 Service of Nine 
Lessons & Carols; 1130 Euch. Darke in F. 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL: 9 MP* 9.15 
HG 330 EP-.530 Festival of Nine Lessens & 
Cards: 1L30 Midnight Mass. Little Organ 
Mass (HajdnL Ding Dang Dina (Woodward). 
Canon G O’NeOL 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL: 11 JO Midnight 
Euch. Duke in F, Canon Hindley. 

BRECON CATHEDRAL: 330 Blessing of foe 
Crib and E, Whitlock in G. A: O little town of 
B ethlehem (WaHbrd Davies). On Christmas 
Night all Christians sing (Vaughan Wfflnmu). 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL: 8.40 Mi 1230 HQ 
3l30 Nine Lessons & Carols sung by Cathedral 
Chon 1130 Midnight Eucfa. 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HC Rile A: 

II Crib Service. Rev Dr M J Chandkn 3 Carol 
Service: 5 E, Ireland in F.' 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL- 3 Crib Service; 
630 Festival of Nine Lessens & Carols; 1130 
Midnight Mass, Darke in F. Canon D Weston. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 8-15 HQ 8.45 
MP: HQ 4 Crib Service; 6 Festival of Nine 
Lorens ft Cuols: IL30 Midnight Mass. Agnus 
Dei & Carols. Missa ad pra esepe (Malcolm). 
Bishop d Chetrosfoni 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 330 Cathedral 
Choir Sovice: 530 Children's Crib Service, 
Sussex Card (Vasghin WDliam^: 1130 Euch. 
Rise A. 

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL730 M; 8. LK) 
HG4J5 Blessing of tbe Gib:530£. Sumsion in 
G. Ltwe came down ai Christmas (Rutter); 10.45 
Vigil of Music & Readings; 1130 Midnight 
Eucfa. Sumsion in F. Tbe Chancellor. 

CHRIST CHURCH-CATHEDRAL Oubfim' 
Midnighc The First Eucharist of Christmas. 
i MTigiar^ , MessrSdexmeOe. 

CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL Orfont 3 
Carol Service. 

CORK CATHEDRAL 8 Eucfa: 1U5 S Eucfa. 
Mathias in C 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 730 Ecumenical 
Service 9 MP: 12.40 Midday Prayer; 330 
Children^ Semite ‘Journey to Beduehem'7 7 
Liturgy. 

DERBY CATHEDRAL 5 Said Eft 630 
Festival of Nine Lessons 8t Carols; 1130 Eucfa, 
Ireland in C. Prelude and Fugue in C major 
(Bach). Canon S Barfay. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL 730 HQ 9 MP & 
L1230 HC 3 Rstival of Nine Lessons ft Carols: 
5L15EP- 

ELY CATHEDRAL 7.40 M ft L'8 HG630E 
ft Procession with Carols, Stanford in G: 1L30 
Encb ft Carols. Missa ad proesepe (Mafooini V 
The Lord Bishop. 

GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 330 Family 
Carol Service ft fighting of the tree; 6 Carol 
Service with blessing of me crib. 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 4 Children's 
Christmas Service 11.45 Midnight Each. Missa 
Brevis (FSbich). 

HEREFORD CATHEDRAL730 M: 8 HC; 3 
Family Service; SJ0 Ch E. 


LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 7.40 MR 8 HC 4 
festival of Nine Lessons & Carols, Prelude and 
Fugue in B major (Duprt); U30 S Euch. Darke 
in F. a tittle cfaikf (Flemish). The bafo and foe 
Ivy (Waited Davies), Bishop of L oeesaa r . 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 930 HQ 530 E. 
CbUegiun) Regale (Howells). Tomonowsfaal be 
my dancing day (WQkodofc 630 Blessing of the 
crib: 1130 Midnight Mass. 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.40 M ft L 8 HC: 
3J5 EP: 4 Qud Service attended by The Mayor 
and The Bishop: 1130 Midnight Eucfa ft 
Messing of the oib. 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL 730, 9J5 Each: 
130 Nine Lessons ft Carols; 6 Solemn E; 930 
Midnight Mass ft S Eudi with blessing of the 
crib. Bunoc in F. 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 1130 S 
Each. The Dean. 

NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 6 Carol Ser¬ 
vice; 1130 JEudi, Missa S Joanms de Deo 
(Haydn). SBent Night (Hone ft Little). What 
sweeter music can we bring (Rutter). Canon I 
Bennett 

NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 3 Festival of Nine 
Lessons ft Carols, The Lord at first did Adam. 
make (Ferguson), Away in a manger (Moore), 
Star of the mystic East (Rubbra); 1130 Christ¬ 
mas Eucfa. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 12 Crib Service: 3 
Christmas Carol Service: 6 Procession with 
Carols. Upf Good Christen Folk, and lisasi 
(Woodw ar d). See . foe child (Rutter). 
Benedicamus Domino (Warlock); 11J5 MJo- 
night Euch. Adam lay ytounden (Old). QueOe 
est cede odeur agitable (WHkocks).The Bishop. 

. PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 4 Festi¬ 
val of Nine Lessons ft Carols: 530 E; 8 Carols 
with the Salvation Army Band; 1L45 Solemn. 
Each. Schubert in G. 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 4 ChDdrart 
crib Service; 1130 Midnight Mass. St Nicholas* 
Mass (Haydn). The Bishop: 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 8< Euch; 830 Mi-lb 
Each ft Blessing of the Crib: 530 Festival of 
Nine Lessons & Carols; 1130 Midnight Eufo. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 730 HG 8 M: 
3.15 E ft Messing of foe crib. Stanford in G, Nod 
Nouvdei (Jackson): 1130 Midnight Mass. 
Messe Sofenndle (La n gi a is). 

SAUSBURY CATHEDRAL 530 Ch E 030 
Midnight Mass televised live an BBCL Rev D 
Watson. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 5.45 EP; 7 Nine 
Lessons ft Carols: 1130 Midnight Euch. 
so imrwARK cathedral 4 Carols at tbe 
crib; 1130 Midnighi Mass. Schubert inG. God 
is with us (Tavener), In foe Meak midwinter 
(Daria). The Bishop of Southwark. . 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 730 HQ 8 MR 
I2J5 HG3J5 ES. Stanford fat G. A; 23an bears 
the wanfamm's voices (Bach); 430 B lessi ng of 
the Grib; 7 Service of Nine l e ssons ft Cards: 
11.45 Midnight Euch. Sumsion in F. In the Meak 
add winter (Darke). . 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 730 M: 8 HG I HG 
530 EP: 7 Festival of Nine Lessons ft Cards; 
1130 Midnight Mass. Stanford in CftF, Sussex 
and (Ledger). Silent Night (Mariey). The 
Chancellor. 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 5 Ftatrify Ser¬ 
vice with Cathedral Chou: II Procession 
Midnight Mass. Messe de Minuit 
(Qiarpotief).' 


WELLS CATHEDRAL-3 Blessing of foe Crib; 
mo Midnight Euch, Ireland in G 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8.1230 HG 330 
ES; 4 Service of lessons ft Carols; 1130 
Midnight Euch. Darke in F, The Dean. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 4.15 Sol 
Vespers. Magnificat octavi ten (Bevan); 530 
\teU Mass; 11.15 Vlgflft Midnight Mass, Missa 
brevis (Kodity). Hodie Chnstus natus est 
(Schfoz). Quem vkhstis pastures (Pouknc). 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 3 Children’s 
Service; S3Q E with Messing of the crib. Dyson 
in E minor. SHmt night (Gruber): 1130 
Midnight Each, Messe SdameOe (Wider). In 
foe bfcsk mid winter (ftsch). Three Kings 
(Carnefius). 

YORK MINSTER: 730 M: 730 HG 11 Crib 
service: 3 Eft 4 Service of Lessons ft Cards. 

ST ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertfordshire: 7 
Mft 730,1130 HG 3 The crib sendee: 5 Es 8 
Festival of Nine Lessons ft Cards. 

ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL Aberdeen: 
1130 Midnight Euch. Darke in F. Riu Riu Chiu 
(Spanish m£txml card) 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Clwyd: 7 Festival 
of Nine Lessons ft Cards; 1130 Ch Euch, 
Gabriel* Message (Fettman). Rev KGoulstonfe 
ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL PCmbs: 730 Mft 
8 Cymun Bendigakk 10 HG 6 Eft U30 Eudi. 
Schubert in G. Away in a manger (WtiOcocks), 
The iinfc road to Bemlrficm (Had). The Dean. 
ST EDMUNDSBURY CATHEDRAL730M 
ft HG 11 HG Canon D ftarce;4 Crib Sendee; 5 
E; 7 Nine Lemons ft Carols; 1130 Midni^irS 
Eudi. Missa ad pra es e p e (Makohn)- ' 

ST GEORGE'S CATHEDRAL Southwark: 
73a 1230 Mass; 330 Children^ Crib Sendee; 
1)30 Mxbiight Solemn Mass of the Nativity, 
Archbishop M Bowen. 

ST MACHAK’S CATHEDRAL Ok) 
Aberdeen: 11pm Rstival Service of Nine 
C an o ns ft Cards. 

‘ Sf^RkAmn CATHEDRAL Edmfeurgh: 
730pm Service of Nine Lessons ft Cards; 1130 
Midnight Mas. Missa Sancn Johannes de Deo 

(Haydn). / •_ 

' ST MARTS CATHEDRAL Glasgow: 930 
Mft US Euch; 530 Eft 1130 S Eudi. 4 part 
service (Byrd). Hie Sussex Card (WDan). Rev J 
LBel 

ST PATRICKS CATHEDRAL Dublin: 4 
* Serviced Nine Lessons & Carols. 

ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL730 M&L: 8,1230 
HG 230‘ E: 4 Christmas Card Service ft 
Bjg^ dfoe C rifc HJ^M khu^it Mass. 

ALL SAINTS, WI: II Midnighr Mass. Missa 
Sancti Nfcdm (Haydn). 

ALL SOULS Wl: 11pm Christmas G Rev R 
Trist 

THE ASSUMPTION. Wb 1130pm Cards. 
Missa aalemnis in C (Mosard. 

CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WC2S1U5 MS: 630 ES. Rev S Hood. 
BARM STREET. Wl: 6pm Mass; 1130 Cards: 
12 Midnighi Man. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7: 1130 
MktegfatC 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH. SW1: 1130 
Midnight Mass in tbe Lady Chapd. Mcbbt in 
G. Rev M ManhalL 


THE ORATORY, SW7: 6 Vigil'Mass: 1130 
NBdnigbt Mass & Carols, Coronation Mass 
(Mceart). Fbr |rrrt n us a child is bom (Handel). 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL (Mefo- 
odistk 11-15 Midnight C in foe Great Hah. Bev 
Dr P Graves. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran), 
Gresham St. EC2: 7 Family Card Service by 
BwftNwnnaiirt: il Candlelight Cfe 
Endk Rev P. D Schmfcgc. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. ECL 
1230 HG lL45pm Midnight Mass of the 
Nativity. Missa Brevis in F (Mozart), Hodie 
Chnstus natus est (ftniknc), Ahna Redemptoris 
Mater {Lassos]. 

ST BRIDE’S. EC4: U30 Candlelit Mktaigfat 
Mass. Mozart in Bflat 

ST CLEMENT DANES, WC2:1130 Ch Euch. 
Missa BZevis S Joanrus de Deo (Haydn), A 
spodess rose (Homdls). Rev DMacKenne 
ST OOLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWh 1130pm Candlelight Service. 

ST ETHELDREDA’S, ECl: 830pm Latin 
Mass in Old Rite; 1130 Cards ft Midnight 
Mass, Schubert in B flan ' 

ST JAMES’S. W2:1130 Midnight Mass. Missa 
Brevis in C (Mann), Rev D Lawsoa. . 

ST JAMES’S, Wl: iai5 Meditative preparation 
for Midnight Mass: 1130 Midnight Mass, Rev 
D Reeves. ... * 

ST JOHN'S, E15; U Midnight G Toccato 
(Widar). RevD Richards. 

ST LUKE'S. SWi 4 Crib Service for Young 
Oaldrero 1130 Mkbiight Euch. 

ST MARKS. NW1: 1130 Midnight Mass. 
Missa Sancti Nkolai (Haydn). Rev T Devon¬ 
shire Jones. ' 

ST MARGARETS. SW1: H45 Midnight Euch. 
Schubert m G, Canon D Gray. 

ST MAimN-IN-THE-FlELDS. WC£ 630 
Card Service, Rev D Montefih; 1130 Midnighr 
Mass, RevC Herbert 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W& 3 
Children's Crfi) Sendee; 430 E: 1130 Mi d ni g h t 
Mass, The Bishop of Kensington. 

ST MARY-THE-VTRGfN. NW3: 730 Euch; 
630pm Chnstingfo Service; 1130 Midiu^U 
Mass. . • . 

ST MARYLEBONE. NWl: 1130 Midnighi 
Mass. Schubert in G Fhihlodcet ibr Vblken auf 
Erden (Menddssohn).Prof J CafafwdL 
ST PAUL'S. SW1: 5 Children's Service ft 
Blessing of tire crib. Canon R Rpyle; 1130 
Midni^t Eucfa. Coronation Mass (Mraait). 
Hodie Christas natus est (Sweetincfc). Rev W 
Gul&fanL ... 

ST PETER’S. SWt8JSHG 10 FSunily Eudi; U 
S Eudi. Missa Sdenmis (Mozart). Fr A R 
Chidwick. 

CHAPEL -ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of LondcnJUO Mid- 
nighr HC. Setting by Jdm Mafeedce.. . 
GROSVENOR CHAPEL Sooth Andky St. 
WL Ilpsn Carols, St Nicholas Mass (Haydn). 
Christmas Prodamancn (Tavener). For unto 
us a child b born (Handel). In dnldo jubQo 
(Bacb). Rev S J Hobbs; 1130 Eucfa. 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Barracks. 
SW1: llJ5pm Cards at the Manger 1130 
Midnight HQ hfissa Pixx Nanis esi~Nobis 
fTalfis). 


Marriages 

LordAAMWB m 

and Mwy Princess of n«8 
The marriage took ^ 

quietly, on Decemberj7; 

Nigel Trench and 
daughter of the late Gdond and 
Mis Minchin. fonneriy °> 
Busteretown.CO’npperaty* 

Mr A.T. Bortitwfck 
and Miss CJ. Cox 

The marriage took plare on»t- 
vnhqr* December 13. afBorihv^ 
Parish Cfoun*. MidtotWan, 
between Mr Alistair Bor d 1 'Y l 5*; 
ycamgest son of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Borihwkk. and Mis 
Caroline Cox. daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Cox. The Reverend ; 
Dr McPake, of the Cbureh oi. 
Scotland, solemnised fne 




Tbe bride. who was gwen ui 
marriage by her 
attended by Beamx and Maxine 
Cox. Mr Derek Bcrthwick was 
best man. 

A reception was held ai 
Borfowick Casde. and the hotiqr- i 
moon is being spent abroad. 

LtCtd A.W. Scott EDiot 
and Miss F.G. FuDcr-Shapcott 
The marria^ took place ‘PdedY* . 
on Saturday, December 2Q. at 
Lauder Old Parish Church. 
Berwickshire, between Alastair 
Scott EBioi and Gafl FuUer- 
Shapoott. 

Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr M3. Boyle 
and Dr CL Gonna 
The engagement is announced 
between Joe, second son of Mr and . 
Mrs Martin Boyle, of Cambridge, 
and Claire, elder daughter of 
Umberto and Jacqueline Gorrara. , 
of Hanworth. 

lieutenant A. Laycock. RN, 
and Miss JAS-Cote 
The engagement is announced 
between Antony, son of Mr and 
Mrs George Laycock. of Ossett, -. 
and Jo-Ann, daughter of Mr and ■ 
Mis Alan COle, or GuQdfard. 

Mr P.G. Oates 
and Miss AJP- Fonli* 

The engagement is announced 
between Patrick, elder son of Mr 
and Mn TJ3. Oates, of Ratoalh. - 
Go Meath. Eire, and Alexandra, 
younger daughter of Major and - 
Mrs JA. Foulis, of York. 


Latest wills 


Rupert Jesse Britcher, of London 
SW7. left estate valued at E2.166.771 
net 

He left ElOCXOOO to the National 
Association of Decorative and Fine 
Aits Societies. £10,000 each to Si 
Joseph’s Hospice. London E8. St 
Andrews Catholic Church, Tenter- 
den, Kent, and Gkyndeboume Arts 
Trust: ESJX» each to Friends of the 
National collections of Ireland. 
Utile sisters of tbe Poor. London 


V 


Brompton Oratory- • 

Patricia OaUeyi of BakeweU, - 
Derbyshire, left estate valued at 
£1328395 net 

John Edward Price, of Grid;- r 
howell, Powys. Ht estate valued ai ; 
£1,666.741 nei. 

He left £40.000 to the Thrombosis 
and' General Research Fund: \ 
£10.000: each to Urolog y Fun d, of *• 
Nevlil Ball Hospital. Abergavenny, 

, iMonmouthslitee. North GwemCard- 
lac Rehabnitation and Aftercare . 
Fund, and the RNLL E5JXX)» bout •* 
SiCaiwrschurch.uaiigattock.nau- - 
Crtckbowell. Fowy*. and St 
Edmund's Church, crickbowell; 
£3.000 each to Crickbowell Cricket 
Club. Cdckhowell Rugby club. 
Cridfocfwell Soccer Club and foe 
GreenhlD Residential Home. 

Elaine Joan Rebak. company 
director, of London N6. left estate * 
.. valued ai EL060281 ncL y 

Frank. Robinson, of CosSali, Not- ? 
tingjhamahiie. left estate valued at .. 
£1 JXJ1.776 net. % 

George Robert Scott, of Terrington 
.St Jim. Wisbech. Cambridge¬ 
shire. left estate' valued at • 
Q,43L880net ^ 

Rfchaid Meryyn S mith, of Shef- 
Udd. South Yorkshire, left estate't? 
valued at 0383432 net 
Hugh Marshall' Stowdl, of ^ 
CJewedon. North Somerset, left «■! 


estate valued at £1.676,186 
net 

Rosamond Mary Von Pokorny, of 
Callow End. Worcestershire, left 
estate valued at £1,022340 net ■ 
She left £2.000 to the Combined 
T hr a trir ml charities. 
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BMDS: 0171 6806880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171481 1982 . 
FAX; 0171 481 9313 


Anton* who does noc atand by 

dH i—china at»« Chitot. 
hot mm twmnd U, doM not 
pown Goto ha who rands 
tor ft pa—— both tba 
PniM and tha Sob. 2 John 9. 


BIRTHS 


AliOTT - On Dnata I7»h at 
Tha ItortUnd BcwpltsL ta 
China OTow* and Nkok 
AQon. a son, nm Ont 
ATK1HSOM . *Uelu«l and 
Ribtcea HlalaO «• 
daUflhtad wUh tha aafa 
, antral af Busy Alan to— 
an Dacambax 20th at 
GnOdfOnL Sway. 

BAWAMV - On Dwrabn 18»h 


teahiaan Cn4a Odho) and 
ntrani m r 


mnrmnn . tWi—har Ud 
at Tha Httdaad H—pftnL «a 


JcabaL 


12th at Tha Portland 
Hospital, to Aaoanda and 
Chrutrahar. a daophtar, 
Aanrite foam. 

OHM - On Dnntlar 20th» 
as and Oirfhit • 

*oa. Dominie, another 
Lincoln e»T 

w rV BM - Oa D a c w aba r 4«h at 

daaflhtan A*T Anne. 

MBI . On Oaewntna 18th ac 
tha Portland BMpttal, ta 

Sha«m <*rf« 

mehotae.* baa®^*™ 1 
te^na M t d a lifna lag. 
hmb - On Dacwahar 19th at 
Tha rosttand Bos^taL » 

Karr Cnd* Unua) ud 



- - On DenanhT 

^^^daoahra*, Caarstaa 


~ . o. *- »» « 

»«•» 


ilOH - on 17th O t u — hw g 
»Wua C»d. Caa» “2 


nrawn— 


BIRTHS 


MAIMU.-Ob ttocanbar 17th at 
Tha Portland Heapttal, to 
Rochaila a»« Ktaoj^t 


MtA-Oi 17th 
Tha Portland 


Mown * - _ _ 

Toltan, two an nr. Max I 
and Other OmM. an «di 
am UnMn p u i ant fa* 
•MiareraOr- 

Wlte-Ot teeteht lfte at 
Tha Portland Hoa rti a l to 
SanhaU and Baplna, a 
haantlfnl danphtar, 

Tloara-**- Hatea. 

KVUE - Oa h eater 13th 
P t c w bw 1997, a d n p nt 
for Andnw and VUaria (nfe 
GBUn) and Witte Locna at 
Apdrin Cntal HoapftaL 

—teOTT -On Di o— b s r 19th 
1997 at Iftblrn — H u a u t r a l . 
M Sanaa CMo NNHt 
Pool, a t m t lM Aanuhin. 
sabaeca Loolf«, a 
Bcwddaoghttr for ta and 

fran, Jobm aaf prar- 

«m - «to Saadar abw 
2Iat 1997, to jano Cnda 
t Mi l wIntni) and K n it a 
dadlno non, Tbooaa Saury. 

mi row - on inh nw naw 


to _ 
and Aathsnr, 




twapvoud - On 12«h 
Poe — b a r 1997, to Itatfa 
Cnfa Varima) and NwM, a 
daughter, Kahn ah India 
Kattot a elatar to r_ 


mm - On n e omb e r lftfo. to 
Ouottna (Mi SHibBqk) 
and Report, a danghter, 
moon non (Tmwn. A 
ateanr toe ta»r AW^ft. 
WMDiAW-Oa D icim ba r 
18th, to Oatharlha (alt 
-ud pww, a 


tea S iai iWrt and SepMa. 


INMEMORIAM— 

PRIVATE 


__- San m>& Ood 

23J12JB7. Dm aia alu«]* ta 


DEATHS 



i n ttfl 

rnflr floware only. 

Dowdmw tf tednd for g> 

Fatari* Church c/o W.J. 

KUkt, Nainl JXftuetoc 

Will Uh, Stnw-on-tha- 

WoU. QLS4 IDG. 

•OVDWLL - teldoHd of Plae 
Ona. IToBCwys, Hold, 
pwnteBf at hoaaa with fek 
Onrftr on X8di Da ow nb w . 
Tah <jbl3B2> 700066. 


■URDCTT - Stalin Mary, 
Inndacana anise af 

IWlrtind^gn ‘ “ ‘ 

bar 

St 



_ i 18th 

Docrabar, at hona uaar 
BlSln, afnr Illness 
chnaaf nlly heena. Palaaad 
bnsbanrt ot Bopa. rather ot 



CMRIT- Ou P aen a b t r Mth 
X997, at Ashuxst fade 
ItandM Howa, T^ridga 
Walls, Raaannad Caskey 
LD& Bdla. 1922 aged 97 
nut. Po na ar l y of 
ft hlrnhuiiLto on-Th aw . at 
Paugbouzuo, Basks, and 


lunun Denial Hospital 
and Tha Boepttal tor ta 
ChOdvan, Great Omond 


Walls CrawarorU 


1020 


«as 


21st 

Bat 

76 




of 


Cnfa Cola) sc 
lawwaM, 


«of*G 



16 

Strsat, 
taL (01648) 


nJo *SIk 1 ' «■' 19th 

Panewl at St 

Hi_ 

1M8 


DOM - Tory Ut i i a a d Dx. 
Andrew Bavaxfdga 

'aa Ropi 
Sunday 
1997 adetr a 
ll lnaem . Andrew, 

haloved father of Peter, 


short 


ana noinMW 


His wanth and nastla 
bBwnw n Maatfa te Ma 

p e ac e fully In Ood*a caza. 
Funeral Saraiea at North 


to which all frien ds are 
invited and thereafter ta 
T o nab Cnaatary, fUsckq. 
taDf Howes only 


MB Sam on Friday, 
19th Decoslwr 1997, 
peacefully after a abort 
flbaeu la Zi^etm Boepttal 
aged 00. Sadly nd a tdd 
tfana ta hi* new Oat ahn ha 
waa so happy. Vary, vary 
much loved and loving 
husband of the late Patzida, 
tabor of 

lew of Pater 


to he held a* 
Crematorium on Jtouday 
29th Daoaaabar at 3 pm. 
Family flowers only. AU 

anqubiae to Fzadk.'K. Faina, 

tat (0181) 946-1974. 


peacefully - at 


Sobeou 

Trinity 


. batorad Hear of St 

Phillips. Ch urch , 

Queenstown Road, SW8. 

j^r liiy bste gie tea a “ 

Tlaa and Jana. Fuuaini 


IBTnzlaaiHaarilr 

eri tw a titantop at T i itu ay 

Vfele Crematorium Stagy 

Lane, SW16 at UO pm. 
Family flowers only. 




passed away on 21 st 
becamhar 1997. A lovely 
of Sally, devoted. 
RdwartLIWmonand 
and proud 
r of Hfcholaa and 


hoaaltal agad 80 years 
Harold Bryan tod ls a of 
DUsy. Dearly loved and 


HRHHAM - Richard died 
September 12th 1997 


HM TrO ftP - Hugh Edward 
Conway StfSW - Mns 
of Barifoad - af lag«T 


22nd 3997. 


HOLMRS - Sir Mauxlca, 
Barrister at Law, died 


ersa 


ta Ida atoap on 


by hiring care, riaariy IQvad 
husband of Joyce 0oav) ft* 
42 years and ante lomd 
w3e of Chris, Sandy; Darid 
and Jamas. Chairman of 
Tilling Association, 
Chairman of London 
Transport and Circuit 
Administrator. Private 


of DaUaandnanraf. 

Funeral Service Monday 



Me Choomri 
peacefull y on 19th 
OsenOar 097 after a ri 

tnnaaa at Aahloy.Hei 


Ml, Michael Faraday 
House, d_ Haa^ wa^. 



Formariy of 
pury, Hor th a atm . 

f Lftria. HUna tad 

- ;«MteT 


Haiabat. Bt Alpa Zmsdoyaa, 
Voluntary F n a u n lat iam at 
RBJL The F un e ra l Se rin 
will taho place on Monday 

29th December 1997 at 

downhill Crematorium, 

MDton tram at 1BO pas. 

Mtgdta^taMbataraad 

WelNitM Road, Stony 
Stratford. Mtttou Kvynn, 
IOU3 Ur Tel: OI90S 
661641. 

(ALMS - Abbs (Roan) on 
DaeoMbor 14th 1997 agad 
89 dlodJBt home, lhanb 
•bars thfldbaig 7 
d3 


UMnrMJumi • On 
21 st at Ramfo Bwv SM, 
Uria Wp> lawywUoyd CXR. 
OJA, ta 4 92 T^rs, 
tabaadoftha halaUm 

(Uda Haworth), father of 

Siljtii mrijohn, gmndfathar 

of Christopher, Gareth. 
Tagl&Ao^Delyth andCmys. 
Funeral Samoa at Caloy 

Chord, IRnaL on Monday 

December 29th OK 230 jn 
4ft uiiiiiiliMa to guinea fag. 
WaetZfebs tab ( 0 X 81 ) 626 - 
6274. 


i (BOD aged 44 . 
of Devaudea, Chapexow. 


_ . on 19th 
Deceaabex In 8io Paulo, 



ymwdlfnaliyv 

anriteh the 

t Bdward tha 



RB - Suddanlv oa J 
19th r 1997,1 
Cedfttr (Hick) 
;«aet7S.HBnd 
husband of Patricia and 
father of Charier and 
~ _ " - ~ - XZ 


ha sent to Albert VS 

C T e u a i al Xfcecaoea) lad, St 


Dorset. BH20 400. Tel: 

01929 - SS2107.- 



r Tutor of . __ 

College, Cambridge, died 

peacefully on Uxk 

December afnr a long 
muses D e a r h ea b and of 
Ctaa and ftrinr of ftSm and 
Bdwtn. A Hteao till 8a ' 

win bo anaagad at n 



1997 i 


Mhar of Sue end 

end jp ev it ft Ui at of Garin, I 
Toby, Philip and Tim.] 
MndSthe totahnjfact 
at boldaBoodr 



4AT 


h Sana. 64^1 

Sbfriej; Snlfhall WfO | 


I ter—b a r 22 nd 

btaJorXha8MtiaUm*h£r 
RegHnant Qtwq Frincfami 
Wastholma School, 
Blackburn I960 - X996. 
Faecal tatfci at St Sfai 
Chnwfo, llacUram oa 
Tuesday 30t» Dece mb er 

1997 at a- 

but; denari--- 

WSJjCJC. 40. Wellington 
Street, (St 
Blackburn, 1 

hald'et*SLOTasCharch, 
tan at 12-30 pm ou 
Utartth »tmary, 1998. 
Ingetidae, Tha Attytaenl 

Smrioa . Whute, iWtr. 

TW: - 01254 51251. 


- teedzuy (n£e Moots) 
I paacefafty after a st 
ns on 7 m 2 Dicfsi 
Xoring mother of OSna wm 
bo fondly a amha ad by 
hafly and many Mends 
Service at Worth 
Crematorium on 29th 
D a o naba r 19 97 at SjpnkA t 

nKKUiAfSnfta 
The Watnlyiis.OaaBld.Brat 
Sussex, ma 1AJ. Talt 
011825)763241. 


KBZ, suddenly at Battle 

Hospital. Handing on 
UMaatei 17th &mbI 

She will be sadly wifaeeit 

borii by her amnyc u urine of 

several generations and 

numerous good friends. 

Thanksgiving 8 er ri c« at 

Raman ham Church at 
ll^SOam oa Friday 2nd 
January, .will follow tha 
private crem atio n. Ho 

flu ■ e ra p l aaoa. B—ttaa If 

d sri t ad to the Mira bad 

came Society OriateUn 

rig Totals ft Soo, AnOetson. 

Honsa, 38 Ranging load. 


_ an <p4e 
OMO dtad pa a o afaity an 
AUay Sraria 19th agad 
9flLlMBnlfcItaJ» 

at. 2.15 pm on Monday 

;39tLfeO0u*dby 


TATUM - Peacefully u 

-— aOfo 3997, Iris 

_ . B7,a rate loaad 

wife and ratter. Pomeral 

Ho Omen please. 

In Has far the 

ManriTha Cancer . Belief 

Fond Win be ra ce ll ed ta 

Leigh Road, Rbrion., 
Poraat BH21 UB. Tali 
01202 882936. 


■uddenty bat _ 
home on Thursday lfeth- 
D e twmtier belored wUm of 1 
the late Anthony, much ! 
loved mot her of Sunn and - 
Jane. end devoted - 
grandmother to Ratio 
Thomas, William, Hear/ 
Ahnuter end Mnnsbu eta 
win be Badly mleeail by bar 
r and friends.- Tbe - 
Berthe win held at 



Held, WC2A 


WAnOMSON ■ (hi December 
19th 1997 JohnLSST 

Sjmaa,em29th December m ‘ 
followed bj- 
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THE TIMES TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 1997 _ 

^Obituaries 

THE MARQUESS OF HERTFORD 


n» Sfli Marquess of Hertford 
died yesterday aged 67 
after a brain fannoor. He was born 
on March 29.1930, 


L ike many aristocrats of his gener¬ 
ation. the 8th Marquess of Hert¬ 
ford dedicated his life to his cor¬ 
ner of British history: Ragky Hall 
at Master in Warwickshire. As his wife 
said. "Ragley Hall is a life sentence.” 

4> Ragley is a fine Palladian house built in 
’ the 1680s. noted especially for James 
Gibbs’s.70ft Great HalL Although he had 
to sell parts of an estate that originally 
included 8,000 acres of prime farmland, 
the 8th Marquess managed to pass on the 
house as an independent concern, “by 
faith and love" (as foe family motto urges) 
— but only just The house very nearly 
became one more victim of the inheri¬ 
tance-tax trap which stripped many 
families of the means to maintain their 
pr oper ties. In a letter to The Times, the 
marquess once protested at the prevailing 
postwar antipathy to the idea of passing 
on an inheritance for one’s children to 
improve: “I do. not understand, and I 
deeply resent foe fact that no Conserva¬ 
tive politician now attempts to defend the 
interests of foe next generation.” 

Hugh Edward Conway Seymour was 
the son of Brigadier-General Lord Henry 
Charles Seymour, the second son of the 
6th Marquess. His mother was Lady 
Helen Frances Grosvenor, daughter of 
foe Duke of Westminster, 
fc. After Eton and the Grenadier Guards, 
™ he succeeded his unde in 1940, and found 
that he had inherited a costly asset 
Ragky Hall has 80. or 100, or 115 rooms— 
depending whom you believe — and 
throughout the war it was used as a 
hospital. The family was confined to s mall 
quarters, where Lady Helen kept a 
bathful of hand-grenades as a last redoubt 
against invading Germans. As a result 
during the 1950s foe marquess spent a 
great deal of time repairing the fabric of 
foe house; which had not been folly 
occupied since 1912. 

In 1956 he married the Contesse Louise 
de Caraman Chimay. and they set about 
putting the house in order so as to open it 
to the public (initially at half-a-crown a 
time). They found gorgeous drapery 
rotting on the walls and beautiful furni¬ 
ture stacked in back roams. Also in need 
af upkeep were 24 acres of garden, a maze, 
a park with a cricket pitch and a lake, a 
nature trail and an adventure wood. The 
marquess wrote a guidebook himself, and 
the Hall opened to the public in the 
summer of 1958. So beguiling are the 
house and its setting that 40,000 people 
visited in the first few months, even 
though the peacocks would eat the pinks. 

Anxious that this new souice of income 
be maintained. Lord Hertford began 
looking for new attractions. In France on 
honeymoon he and his wife had been .im- 
pressed with a son et lumiere display, and 
this was duly tried at Ragtey. with a . , 
commentary spoken by Michael Red- " 
grave. Horse trials and water-skiing dis¬ 



plays were held on the estate, and later 
attractions at the house were to include a 
display of crowns and jewels labelled as 
“authentic replicas™. 

The marquess's principal interest for 
much of his life was necessarily in 
managing the estate, but he also enjoyed 
some other ancestral perks. One of his 
forebears had bought foe 13th-century 
Conway Castle from Charles I. and when 
foe castle was subsequently rented in foe 
19th century it was on condition that the 
Marquess of Hertford be given “a dish of 
fish... whenever he passes through the 
town”. Accordingly. Lard Hertford made 
a point of passing through, and was 
presented with a 51b salmon by the mayor. 

Despite the enormous popularity of 
country-house visiting, by the mid-1960s 
he was “gradually coming round” to 
offering the family seat to the National 
TYust But then in June 1964 he dropped a 
bombshell. “Ragley Hall to be de¬ 
molished™ reported The Times. “It is a 
dreadful decision, but a final one. The 
house will remain open until the end of 
September. During the winter prepara¬ 
tions win begui to pull it dawn and build a 
smaller house." At foe time the house 
would have needed little pulling: it was all 


but falling down. The marquess had spent 
more than £100.000 on it in foe previous 
few years, so depleting the family for¬ 
tunes. Investments. land, family silver 
and even same of his wife's jewellery had 
been sold to keep foe bouse going. The 
National Trust said that it would only 
take the house if it came with a lump sum, 
which the family simply did not have. 
“We have failed,” said foe marquess. “If 
we go on we shall in time be ruined. At die 
end of my life I would hand to my son a 
large, beautiful house with no money or 
land to support it I think that would be 
wrong." 

Fortunately, the outcry had an upshot 
The Historic Buildings Council author¬ 
ised grants of El8,000, which were follow¬ 
ed by further public money, and foe mar¬ 
quess was persuaded that the cause was 
not lost. In the spirit of his ancestors, he 
commissioned a trompe Toeil mural for 
the south staircase from Graham Rust 
foe heir (to put it politely) of the artist and 
mural-painter Rex Whistler. Called The 
Temptation, and suggested by the Palla¬ 
dian Villa Masser atvicenza, the mural 
took 14 years in all (1969-83), and was said 
to be the largest in England. It contains 29 
friends ana members of the family. 


RICHARD WARWICK 
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Richard Warwick, actor, died of 
Aids on December 16 aged 52. He 
was bora on April 29.1945. 

ONE of foe most attractive and graceful 
young actors of his generation, Richard 
Warwick showed in his later perfor¬ 
mances that he could pack a - most 
emotional punch. The delightful jeune 
premier had his last theatre success 
playing a bereaved father in Keith 
.Baxter’s production of Patrick Hamilton’s 
Rope, which moved from the Minerva 
Theatre in Chichester to the West End. In 
a play where foe charm of the two young 
murderers looked dangerously like claim¬ 
ing the sympathy of the audience, his 
naked, keenly felt sense of loss turned 
them around to bring home foe odious¬ 
ness of the crime. 

Bom Richard Winter (he changed his 
name to avoid confusion with another 


Equity member). Warwick began life in 
Meopham, Kent, the third of four sons of 
an aeronautical engineer who was pan of 
foe Barnes Wallis team. The family 
moved to Ugley in Gloucestershire when 
he was young, and he was educated at 
Dean Close School. Cheltenham, and 
later ar RADA. 

In the cinema he had an early eye¬ 
catching role alongside Malcolm Mc¬ 
Dowell and David Wood, foe “schoolboy 
stars" of Lindsay Anderson's controver¬ 
sial If. In Zeffcrelll's Romeo and Juliet he 
played one of foe young servants who set 
off foe brawl between the Montagues and 
Capulets with the “I bite my thumb at 
you" wrangle. Zefferelii later cast him as 
an officer in Mel Gibson’s Hamlet and as 
Rochester's servant in Jane Eyre. Dick 
Lester engaged him for TTie Bedsitting 
Room. 

The success of his performance in foe 
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BRUCE WOODCOCK 


including the UFO-spotter Lady Buchan- 

an-Jardine. who points at the sky but fails 

to interest even a frescoed spaniel. Lord 
Hertford himself appears twice, once as 
naked Neptune sitting in a large shell. 
The odd-job man who walked in while he 
was posing was most affronted. 

In 1968 foe marquess was given £40.000 
by the Ministry of Housing for improve¬ 
ments to the public areas of the house. He 
began with new plumbing and wiring, 
• lest the roams be flooded or burnt down. 
The need was pressing enough, for as he 
said, “every time we plug the vacuum in. 
everything gets red hot". 

The marquess, who was appointed 
Deputy Lieutenant of Warwickshire in 
1959. was for some years a member of the 
historic houses oorranfriee of the British 
Tourist Authority, and then president of 
the West Midlands Tourist Board. In 
particular, he successfully campaigned 
against the building of a motorway link- 
road across his land. “I don’t believe 
tourists will continue coming to England 
'just to see motorways — which they can 
see at home," he said. On foe other hand, 
he began quarrying for sand and gravel. 

During foe general election of 1970, he 
caused a stir, as an active Tory peer, by 
urging Conservatives in Enoch Powell’s 
constituency to vote Labour, because he 
abhorred and was appalled by Powell’s 
attitude to immigration. 

By the end of foe 1970s. 11S.000 visitors 
were coming to the house, but they were 
spending only 91 p a head. And there were 
occasional problems of disappearing arte¬ 
facts — a dock, tables, silver — during 
opening hours or from foe commercial 
dinners in foe Great Hall. Fourteen 
engraved sherry glasses were purloined 
in 19S5 by visiting Americans, but 
recovered in the London Hilton. 

History at Ragley Hall goes back well 
before foe 17th century, for Alcester was 
once a Roman settlement Roman re¬ 
mains on Hertford's land were scheduled 
as an ancient monument in 1962. and he 
was awarded £100,000 compensation, but 
in 1985 two fields were ploughed up. 
Remains just below foe surface were 
inadvertently damaged, and foe mar¬ 
quess was fined £4,000 after a prosecution 
brought by English Heritage. 

During the 1990s foe marquess and his 
wife became estranged, and she moved to 
1 a William and Mary cottage on foe estate. 

Earlier this year, foe maxquesspublidy 
disagreed with William Hague about foie 
Conservative Party’s abandonment of the 
hereditary principle, when he argued 
pragmatically that the peers' experience 
played a valuable pan in the legislature. 
"It together with a peerage, you have 
inherited a large country estate, you have 
to learn a lot about farming, forestry, 
maintenance of houses and conversion of 
farm buildings," he said. "Many of us 
have learnt aJor about foe tourist trade." 

He is survived by his wife and their son 
and three daughters. His son, foe Earl of 
Yarmouth, who took over Ragley Hail in 
1991, succeeds to the title as foe 9th 
Marquess. 


title role in Andrew Sinclair’s The 
Breaking of Bumbo was undermined by 
movie distribution difficulties. He made 
two films with Derek Jarman. The 
Tempest and. more significantly, Sebas¬ 
tian, Jarman’s arresting account of the 
saint’s martyrdom, filmed in Latin. 

On foe stage he was at times a member 
of foe National Theatre. Young Vic and 
Cambridge Theatre companies. He ap¬ 
peared with Laurence Olivier and Geral¬ 
dine Me Ewan in The Dance of Death, as 
Horatio in Hamlet and as Charles 
Surface in The School for Scandal with 
foe Cambridge Theatre Company. 

One of his most powerful theatre 
performances was as the son in Terence 
Rattigan’s In Praise of Love, a double bill 
of two one-act plays. Before Dawn and 
After Lydia, with Donald Sinden and 
Joan Greenwood. When Rex Harrison 
starred in an extended version of foe latter 
play, Raitigan was disappointed by the 
American actor in Warwick’s role, and 
wanted Warwick for foe part; he could not 
be released. 

On television Warwick acted with a 
succession of leading ladies — Judy 
Dench (A Fine Romance) Joanna Lumley, 
Jane Asher and Wendy Craig V Love You, 
Mrs Patterson) — all of whom adored 
him. A memorable early performance as 
Nicky Lancaster opposite Margaret 
Leighton in Noel Coward’s The Vortex 
(1960) earned him foe highest praise from 
the author, about whom he was as dear¬ 
eyed as he often was in his assessment of 
directors. “Noel doesn't understand any¬ 
thing about drugs," he said. "It’s just a 
theatrical device." 

During his long illness, when he was 
cared for at the Hospice of St John and 
Elizabeth in St John’s Wood, he suffered a 
form of dementia triggered by foe Aids 
virus, which fogged his mind but did not 
rob him of the essential sweetness of his 
nature. 


THE MONSTER 

TO THE EDITOR OFTHE TIMES 

Sir.-I differ from Sir John Squire. Every 
morning the word monster revives my 
disen chan led heart Have we a romance- 
epidermis ? Every morning it thrills and 
shudders and reacts and grows pink. Mon¬ 
ster ! What monsters have we in our lives but 
this one? 

Like Sir John 1 long for conviction. Too 
many things have lobe taken on mist —God, 
our after life, our own essential goodness. But 
if foe Monster at least, foe Sea-Serpent, the 
test creature whose name has stood for the 
Incredible, will scramble out on foe shores of 
Lodi Ness so that on the picture page of The 
Times ... I faint with hope. 

But to its name. Monster. We have no 
monsters. We have men. animals, trees, but 
no monster at all since the days of fables. 
“Monstrous” is only a poor descent from 
monster, meaning fabulous in a horrifying 
seise- Surely Sir John doesn’t want to evict 
-fabulous in a horrifying sense," from foe 
practical Scottish horizon over whose rim it 
has barely yet raised its homed, its gtBed. 
winded, bearded, maned, machicolated 

1 write this letter to beg Sir John and his 



Woodcock (left) on his way to defeat against Jack Gardner in 1950 


Brace Woodcock, boxer, died in 
Doncaster yesterday aged 76. He 
was born on January 18,1921. 

THE death of Bruce Woodcock, foe 
British heavyweight boxing champion 
from 1945 until 1950. marks foe end of 
what was a golden age of boxing in this 
country. At the end of the last war, foe 
sport boomed, with fighters like Wood¬ 
cock. Freddie Mills (the former light 
heavyweight champion of the world at a 
time when there was only one world 
champion for every weight). Peter Kane, 
Jackie Paterson and Eric Boon all still 
active in foe ring. This period also saw the 
rise of Randolph Turpin, whose career 
culminated in 1951 when he beat “Sugar" 
Ray Robinson for the world's middle¬ 
weight title. But it was Woodcock, the 
Doncaster railwayman, who drew foe 
crowds to Harringay. then the favourite 
venue of the agar-smoking promoter Jack 
Solomons. 

Bruce Woodcock was a small heavy¬ 
weight who weighed little more than 13*2 
stone. Had he been fighting today, he 
would have undoubtedly won the 
Cruiserweighr championship of foe 
world, a weight level that then did not 
exist. Today’s heavyweights are mast¬ 
odons by comparison, often weighing-in 
at 17 stone or more. Woodcock won foe 
Afnaieur Boxing Assodation’s light 
heavyweight championship twice during 
the war. As a railwayman in the 
Doncaster Locomotive works of the 
LNER, he was in a reserved occupation. 
He turned professional in 1942 and won 
his first 19 fights by knockouts, in July 
1945 he knocked out Jack London (the 
father of Brian London) to win the British 
and Empire title. 

He won four more fights inside the 
distance when, in 1946, he was matched 
against the much more experienced, and 
larger American heavyweighr contender 
Tami Maurielio at Madison Square Gar¬ 
dens, New York. It was a dreadful 
example of over-matching by his man¬ 
ager. Tom Hurst, and Woodcock, having 
won foe first four rounds by good use of 
his left jab. was knocked out in the fifth by 
a right hand from the Italian-American. It 
was his first defeat and a significant one. 
Woodcock was ar least two years away 
from being a contender for foe title (then 
held by Joe Louisj and should have been 
brought along more carefully on a diet of 
less formidable Americans. 

Woodcock was back in the ring in 
London in less than a month after his 
defeat when he outpointed Freddie Mills. 
Woodcock then won foe European heavy¬ 
weight title by knocking out Albert Renet 
of France in foe sixth round. On 
September 17, 1946, Woodcock was 
matched with the then light heavyweight 
champion of foe world, Gus Lesnevich, at 
Harringay Arena. 

This was a sensible match as Woodcock 
outweighed Lesnevich by a stone. After an 
exciting contest which had 12,000 people 
on their feet cheering. Woodcock knocked 
out Lesnevich in the eighth round. It was 
the high spot of foe Doncaster man’s 
career. 

Woodcock won three more fights inside 


foe distance, defending his European title 
against the tough French-Pole, Stephan 
Olek. The ever-optimistic Tom Hurst then 
matched Woodcock against another 
American heavyweight every bit as for¬ 
midable as Maurielio. foe giant Pennsly- 
vanian coal miner, Joe Bakst. Baksi broke 
Woodcock’s jaw with a left hook thrown 
in the first round, but foe Englishman 
fought back bravely until rescued by the 
referee in the seventh. 

Woodcock, although he fought on for 
three years, never really recovered from 
his fight with foe Polish-American. After 
foe contest. Baksi went back to his native 
Poland where he spent several weeks 
celebrating his vicloiy. Later in 1947 he 
failed to take his training seriously and 
was outpointed by a second-rate Swede. 
Ole Tandenburg. who would have been 
easy meat for Woodcock. 

In 1948, Woodcock beat two American 
heavyweights inside the distance. Lee 
Oma and Lee Savold. He was to meet 
Savold again in foe following year for 
what was billed in Britain at least as the 
heavyweight championship of the world, 
Joe Louis having retired. But in 1949 
Woodcock beat Johnny Ralph in South 
Africa in three rounds in defence of his 
Empire title, and in a fiercely fought 
contest for foe European. British and 
Empire titles, knocked out the then light 
heavyweight champion of the world, 
Freddie Mills, in 14 rounds. In 1950, 
Woodcock met Savold for a second rime, 
but was badly cut and retired in foe 
fourth round. 

His final fight was against the Guards¬ 
man Jack Gardner ro whom he lost his 
titles in the llfo round. Once again facial 
injuries contributed to his defeat. Wood¬ 
cock had 38 fights of which he won 34. all 
but two inside the distance. 

At foe time when Woodcock was fight¬ 
ing. boxing was a more popular sport 
than it is today. What television failed to 
cover foe newspapers did, devoting an 
extraordinary amount of space to both 
Woodcock and to his popular rival. 
Freddie Mills. Woodcock was a good 
boxer in foe conventional English sense; 
he possessed a neat left hand and a 
powerful right, but he was let down by his 
liability to facial injury (he cut easily), his 
slight build for a heavyweight even in 
those days, and by foe fact that he was 
badly managed. 

Disenchanted with boxing. Woodcock 
would have nothing more to do with the 
sporr He never attended any reunion, nor 
was he seen at ringside at any major 
event. He became a publican in hjs native 
Doncaster. His name appeared again in 
foe newspapers a year or two ago. 
however, when he chased and caughr two 
thieves who had been robbing his 
allotment. But in his heyday his punch 
and his courage endeared him to the 
sporting public, and with Henry Cooper, 
he became the most popular British 
heavyweight since foe war. It is 
tantalising to wonder whether Wood¬ 
cock’s right would have proved more 
effective than Henry’s famous left hook. 

Bruce Woodcock married in 1947 Nora 
Speight. She survives him together with a 
son and a daughter. 


ON THIS DAY 

December 23,1933 


Sightings of a creature began when a 
road was built along Loch Ness. Sr 
Columba. in the sixth century , is said to 
have fought off a monster in the Loch. 
“ Nessie” is still a tourist attraction. 


public that they will not take away the 
Monster. Call him anything else and he will 
suffer. There is only one of his kind on our 
horizon to-day ... And as a Monster this 
traveller from prre-hisiory has already headed 
three columns in The Times, has already lit 
foe tumultuous dusk of the House of 
Commons. Let him thus remain until his 
Latin label is tied 10 him. For that, as mlhe 
garden, will disturb no one. and no one will 
remember it. 

Yours obediently. 

ENID BAGNOLD 
North End House. Rottingdean, 


Sir .-In his 1 letter suggesting that n is high time the 
poor creature had a name. Sir John Squire 
throws out the suggestion (hat the Lodi Ness 
monster may him out W be a female “with or 
without a little brood of Misistquharsons." Of 
course, there cannot merely be a Mi* MacNess. 
Wherever there is a sea-serpent there must also 
be a family. Thai is a point the writer has tried to 
impress upon believers and doubters alike. 

Furthermore, 1 have conjured up far myself, as 
part of the Christmastide relaxation.' a “sea 
serpent symphony, such as mild be worthily pul 
on record only by that favourite film-maker.' Mr. 
Walt Disney. It may be a “silly symphony,’ bur 
that it is to be numbered among the popular 
coloured symphonies goes without saying, ii 
portrays the MacNess family enjoying the festive 
season in a romantic cavern somewhere beneath 
the Lodi, with plenty of music and a symphonic 
comingand going of mermen and mermaid*,, and 
glimpse* of many other denizens of the deep such 
as would be on social terms with the MacNess 
family complete with their folk songs and dances. 
Hie five policemen told off to protect “the 
monster’ of the lodi would somehow have (bund 
their way down below. There would be a great 
deal of monstrous laughter—and it would spring 
from talk about the queer humans up above who 
wen? still debating whether or not suai a thing as 
a MacNess ensted. Can you not hear them at it? I 
offer the idea to Mr Disney for what it is worth. 

Yours faithfully. 

RALPH DEAKiN. 
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NEWS 


Labour ‘defender of welfare state’ 

■ Gordon Brown went on the offensive againsl of 

Labour's welfare reforms, declaring that file true defenders of 
the welfare state are those who are prepared to reform it 

Tn an interview with The Times, the Chancellor said that the 
war against poverty could only be won by modernisers, but he 
sought to reassure old Labour by promising that change would 
be carried out sensitively. There would be no "indiscriminate 
slash and burn exercise’’. Page 1 

Disabled in Downing St paint protest 

■ Twelve severely disabled people protesting against possible 

cuts in benefits were arrested after they spattered Downing 
Street with red paint, handcuffed themselves to the gates and 
accused Tonv Blair of treating them as easy targets. They were 
released after being given formal warnings.Page I 

BSE inquiry 

Jack Cunningham announced a 
one-off tS5 'million emergency 
package for beef fanners and a 
year-long inquiry into the BSE 
crisis. He also paved the way (or 
many farmers to leave the 
land.-.Pages 1.4 

Fayed hopeful 

Mohamed Af Fayed* application 
to become a British cirizen is to be 
reconsidered. The Home Secre¬ 
tary is to abandon a challenge to a 
Court of Appeal ruling that the 
Conservative Government un¬ 
lawfully rejected applications 
from the Harrods owner and his 
brother. All.Pages 1,2 

Coal cuts 

Thousands of retired miners and 
widows will receive less free coal 
from April. The Industry Depart¬ 
ment has told them that entitle¬ 
ments must be “rebalanced" to 
keep in line with European 
law.Page I 

Leader’s message 

William Hague has delivered his 
Christmas broadcast to the Tory 
faithful with a promise of the 
biggest shake-up of the party in 
more than 100 years.Page 2 

Family feud 

A teenager whose parents took 
him to court to keep him out of the 
family home after he threatened 
them will spend Christmas in a 
homeless shelter. He was sen¬ 
tenced to six months' probation 
for criminal damage.Page 3 


Strip tease 

House mistresses from the Godol- 
phin girls’ boarding school 
shocked pupils by going to a 
Chippendales strip show for their 
Christmas outing-Page 5 

Scargill out 

Arthur Scargill is set to be dis¬ 
qualified as a trustee of two min¬ 
ers' welfare organisations after 
the Charity Commission found 
him guilty of misconduct over an 
tSOO.OOO cash transfer —Page 6 

Pioneer boy dies 

Stephen Hollis, who became Brit¬ 
ain youngest heart and lung 
transplant patient seven years 
ago. has died aged ten.Page 7 

Communion row 

Mary McAleese, the Roman Ca¬ 
tholic Irish President, has stirred 
up controversy by taking commu¬ 
nion in a Protestant cathedral in 
Dublin.PageS 

Brezhnev plot 

The former Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev considered ordering the 
assassination of his predecessor 
Nikita Khrushchev in 1964, but 
lost his nerve and instigated a 
bloodless coup instead.... Page 10 

Tables turned 

Middle-class belt-tightening is 
taking its toll on French restau¬ 
rants. leaving them trailing be¬ 
hind those in Brirain. A gastro¬ 
nomic survey in Le Monde 
concludes: “London explodes. 
Paris sleeps".Page 13 


Winning streak for Casino the swan 

■ A Bewick's swan called Casino has set a record by returning 
to Britain for the 27th year. Casino has outlived two mates, 
Royale and Punter, and produced 32 cygnets — four of whom 
are spending Christmas with her at Slimbridge. Niveri. 
Gambler and Dock arrived first while Croupier looked after 
their mother on the flight from Siberia.Page 9 



President Clinton leaving a bunker near Tuzla during a visit to Bosnia, where he is seen as the country’s saviour. Report page 11 


BUSINESS 


Diamonds: Turmoil in the Far East 
is having a disastrous impact on 
diamond sales, it emerged as the 
South African group Beers moved 
to position itself as an independent 
company.-.Page 21 

Housing: Confidence in the hous¬ 
ing market has fallen sharply in the 
South but remains at its peak in the 

North...Page 21 

Luxury goods: The Swiss conglom¬ 
erate Richemont is to press ahead 
with plans to take full control of 
Venddme. the luxury goods 
group.-.Page 21 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 Index fell 
2.0 points to close at 5018.2. Ster¬ 
ling's trade-weighted index rose 
from 104.5 to 104.7 after a fall from 
$1.6690 to $1.6629 but a rise from 
DM2.9518 to DM2.9605....Page 24 




Football: Jurgen Klinsmann re¬ 
turned io ease Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur's Premiership problems in a 
£175,000 loan deal, two and a half 
years after his acrimonious 
departure...Page 40 

Sailing: The Swedish yacht EF 
Language took the lead in the 
Whitbread Round the World Race 
after winning the third leg, from 

Fremantle to Sydney_Page 37 

Equestrianism: Peter Charles, of 

Ireland, brought the Olympia 
showjumping championships to a 
stirring conclusion with a victory 
on Dolly.-..Page 37 

Racing: Graham Bradley looks for¬ 
ward to resuming his partnership 
with Suny Bay in the King George 
VI Chase at Kempton Park on Box¬ 
ing Day.-..Page 33 




Unholy babes: True to its tradition 
of resurrecting Victorian burlesque 
pantomime, the Players' Theatre 
unveils a Macbet fr-inspired Babes 
in the Wood - —....Page 28 

Holy mother: A Renaissance Ma¬ 
donna and Child ty Sebastiano 
del Piombo is on view 1 after its 
purchase by the Fitzwilliam Muse¬ 
um, revealing disturbing 

symbolism--Page 29 

Music mission: How traumatised 
Bosnian children persuaded Lu¬ 
ciano Pavarotti to overcome his 
dislike of helicopters and see his 
dream come true--Page 29 

Music marathon: The American 
conductor James Levine rounded 
off Kis Philharmonia concerts with 
a masterful peformance of Mah¬ 
ler’s Eighth Symphony..Page 29 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 

■ INTERFACE 
The weekly IT section 
finds modem technology 
bringing new hope 

for peace on Earth 

■ HOMES 

Why this is a good ■ . .. 
time to think about 
buying a chalet in a 
French snow resort 


Feast tears: For children with eat¬ 
ing disorders. Christmas is a diffi¬ 
cult time. But parents can help 

them to cope—-Page 14 

Hope for Do rah: Generous readers 
are bringing hope to Do rah. the 
brave'South African baby who de¬ 
fied death-,*-Page M 

Healthy C hr istmas: Dr Thomas 
Stunaford on how to avoid post¬ 
revelry problems_1_Page 14 

Chat lines: Most men are dreadful 
at approaching women. But a 
study of female body language can 
save them from flirting with 
disaster_..-.Page 15 


Loathsome lawyers: Why are law¬ 
yers so widely disliked? Fiona 
Bawdon is on the case-.Page 31 


Festive planners: For small busi¬ 
nesses specialising in Christmas 
products, the trick is to spread the 
work through the yearPage 30 




The IMF and the World Bank are 
trying to dictate policy to Russia, 
and in this light it is'not surprising 
that the Communists liken rt to a 
regime of occupation. The Kremlin, 
the Russian Government and bu¬ 
reaucrats are not ready for democ¬ 
racy. They are. ladceys temporarily 
holding the reins of power 

—Nezavisimaya Gazeta 


TV & RADIO 


Preview: He dressed the famous 
but eschewed fame — Secret Lives: 
Versace (Channel 4. 9J0pm} Re¬ 
view: Joe Joseph on the hotel that 
treats its guests as though they 
were the enemy.Pages 38, 39 


OPBOON 


Selective cull 

The case-for a searching inquiry is 
powerful. This has been an extraor¬ 
dinary and exceptionally expensive ^ 
story_-..~ & 

Off the ground 

Like Concorde and Airbus, other 
multinational aviation projects that 
appeared downed during develop¬ 
ment, Eurofighter is both justified 
in its mission and of immense con¬ 
sequence to the competitiveness 
and innovation of Western defence. 
After years of squabbling, it has 
now, finally, taken off—— Page 17 

Ho, Ho, Hi 

While British mums have scoured 
high streets for Teletubbies, Ameri¬ 
can moms haw tramped main 
streets for another sweet yet cloying 
celebration of the full stomach — 
the traditional Christmas pud¬ 
ding—---Page IT 


COLUMNS 


UBBYPURVES 

i suddenly see the pleasure of the 
Millennium Dome, ft has to be 
ready on time, or it is 
pointless...Page 16 

DAVID SELBOURNE 

Only those familiar with Italian 
mores could understand the mis¬ 
trust, often justified, in which Ital¬ 
ians hold one another, while Italian 
scholarship is a byword for bad 
faith. corruption, and 
indolence — —.Page 16 

CONRAD RUSSELL 

Mr Blair believes he can reduce the 
social security budget by changing 
the serial security system. That is a 
bad case of shooting the 
messenger___ Page 16 


OBITUARIES. 


The Marquess of Hertford, land- 
owner; Bruce Woodcock, boxer: 
Richard Warwick, actor...Page 19 


WttTki i 


1 


Labour’s, economic conflicts; Irish 
President; Messiah message: Tur¬ 
key and Cyprus; Jacob of Ancona; 
Moscow temperatures: Rudolph's 
role; Christmas stocking 
mouse —...Page 17 
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ACROSS 

i Perform in pantomime horse. 

perhaps? That creates interest (6). 
4 Bob turns awkward, bring ob- 
stina/e (S). 

10 Plenty of cake available during a 
ball (9). 

11 Employment exchange (5). 

12 Combination of metals used in 

weapon (5). 

13 Formerly agreeing with great 
healer (2.3,4). 

14 Complaint that's not strictly for 
the birds? (I I). 

16 Bow found in Africa, oddly (3). 

15 Toy revolver (3). 

20 Progress is limited here, in high- 
rise locality? (5-2,4). 

22 Quick to take action (9). 

23 Work of monumental stupidity? 

15). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20.669 
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24 One breaks a little back bone (5). 

25 Like a high-flier, abie to lake long 
view? (5-4). 

26 Change at Naples for Nice (8). 

27 Island’s anchorage in the sound 

(6). 

DOWN 

1 Dangerous situation that fright¬ 
ened buccaneer to death (5.4). 

2 He was bound to begin (but not 
finish) his performance (7). 

3 House deposit (5). 

5 Novel series adapted for the 
stage, say (3,7,4). 

6 Uses soft soap, as fatty stuffs 
increased in price (7,2). 

7 Like an egg. it's blown (7). 

S Annie celebrates having this other 
girl in the family (5). 

9 The deep South? (9,5). 

J5 Supported by runjwra, they rum 
up at the front f9). 

17 Cautious bids in order — many 
found it hard to pass (9). 

19 River put on list suitable far 
drinking (7). 

21 As result of special deal, English 
railway passed through another 
station (7). 

22 Drunk started smoking (3.2). 

23 Hard worker on land turning up 
in novel (5). 

Times Two Crossword, page 40 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather- AO regions 033d *44. »IO 
UK Roads - JU1 regions 0330 401 410 
liwomi 0I14 40I 744 

MZ5 and L.,k Rauh 0110 401 T4T 

r^ntonjl Motorcar; 0330 401*48 

CmmonlEuapo 0330 401 010 

Chamwl croxtmg 0330 401 388 

Weiw»t to 

3 OuwtcK «in»ra 0130 407 SOX 

Weather by Fax QsamSBss 

Dial Olie Ulnnd by awa. ninOcr from your <kx 
41A334 N.lraM 410 341 
410 31S London 410 343 

r^umul Sadha 

EwAn(p* 410 137 
N tMw 410 138 
M Bnr 410 330 

Scorfjnd 410 340 
Merton Marine 

htiure Ivkmq 410 308 

World City Weather &n*M%on« 

I S3 dntbudoiM world wide 
O Oijf Mncnt 

DrPtMMMltol 0330411310 

l»r Fu Undo, page) 0330 410311 

Motoring 

Europe Country bp Country 0310 401 885 

European W coat 0330 401 880 

French Motorway* 03 30 401887 

Seepoet intormiuon 0130401 887 

DnncytirKi Parti 0110 401 400 

Krttuttto 0330 401 BPS 

[AA\ Car reports by fax 

new and used tar reports from 
dwAA menu c# I9S ears 0310 410 300 

Dal iron your b* handset, 
pm may have to on to pen reow wi mode 
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HIGHEST & LOWEST 


Yesterday. Highesi day temp. FfLTotfh. Ccrrv 
*30. i&tri: terras day mac Ainencre. 
Highland, -ic 'SCR: highest raWath Percarae. 
0 71m highest sunshine- EcSroJSn 5 th: 


forecast 
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□ General: Rain in eastern England 
will slowly dear during the morning but 
it will stay mostly doudy with onty 
limited bright spells. Cloudy over 
western England and Wales: after a dry 
morning, rain will move into most areas 
during the afternoon. 

Southern and western Scotland will 
turn wet and quite windy this afternoon. 
Northeast Scotland will start dull and 
damp, with only a few dry periods, 
be!ore more rain arrives this evening. 

Northern Ireland wiD have rain,on and 
off all day. The Irish Republic will be 
rainy in the morning, drier Tn the after¬ 
noon. and wet again in the evening. 

Tonight, very mrid everywhere with 
heavy rain or showers in the north and 
west, but lira east and south will be 
much drier with occasional patchy 
drizzle or light ram. 

□ London, SE, Cent S, Cent N, E 
England, E Anglia, Midlands, Chan¬ 
nel Isles: Mostly dull apart from a few 
bright intervals this morning. Patchy 
light rain or dnzzle later. Moderate 
southwest breeze. Max IOC (5GF). 

□ SW, NW, NE England, S Wales, N 


Wales, Lakes, loM: Mostly cloudy with 
rain or drizzle developing by aftamoori, 
heavy on the hills. Freshening southerly 
wind. Max 1 fC (52F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, Central 
Highlands, Argyll: Mostly dry af first 
but rather cloudy. Heavy rain later this 
afternoon. Strengthening southerly 
wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: Mostly 
cloudy with rain. A ffttfe drier by 
afternoon, but more rain later. Mod¬ 
erate southeasterly wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ N' Ireland: Heavy rain dearing 
northeast during the morning, but more 
heavy rain wfll spread from the south 
this evening. Strong southwest wind. 
Max 12C (5*1 F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: Patchy mist or 
log. then rain from wesL Brighter and 
mainly dry in afternoon, wet again later. 
Fresh or strong south or southwest 
winds. Max 11C (521=1. 

□ Outlook: MHd but rather unsettled 
with rain and strong winds at times. 
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Vendome at £3.5bn 


By Dominic Walsh 


By Richari> Miles 
-BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

LLOYDS TSB has hong a 
"for sale* sign'on Interna- 
dona! Factors, its subsid¬ 
iary and one of die 
country’s leading discount, 
and (adoring groups. 

Bank of New York, 
winch runs a leading com¬ 
mercialfinance o peration 
in North America, has 
been widely tipped as die 
buyer after its acquisition 
of. tyo smaller UK factor¬ 
ing businesses during die 
summer. 

International Factors, 
based in Brighton and 
employing about. 500 
pe6pfe,is understood to be. 
the biggest of the four 
' factoring and discounting 
businesses within the 
Lloyds TSB fold. 

In spite of its size, senior 

- managers at the bank are 
believed to favour a see-_ 
ond factoring subsidiary," 
Alex. lawrie, because they 

. firel lh^inn has a superior 
dient fert and a better , 
reputation. As -a result, 
they have derided to sell 
International Factors. 

• Meanwhile, another 
subidskliary. TSB Factors, 
is being absorbed within 
the fourth factoring bun- 
ness. TSB Commeirial FS-. : 
nance; whidi specialises in 
' invoice discounting, a 

- practice increasingly used 

. .to fond corporate expan: . 
sion, management 
buyouts and bayfo& - 
Bank of New Yo rk de- 
dined to co mm ent yetoap-'! 

- day on its interest in 
^International Factors, but 

; a spokesman, said, the "■ 
bank bad node little secret- 
1 of its desire to expand its 
European operations. 

■ City analysts said the 

■ disposal Of Iwtwnatinff a f . 

. Ktctocs made dear sense ., 
-jfcr Ilcyds TSB as the 
groapoHjitimies to seek to. : 
strip' out non-core boss- .1 

■ nesses and ejnnmate any " j 

■ dBqjScalfon caused by me 
. merger of the two banks. 

, In aq, -earlier house- 
: keepingexercSsc in Sep- . 

33oyds TSB sold. 
■ -^^e aj6.. T edtooic^y T5- 

Newcouit Creditci^Cana- 
d* far £235 millio n, mak- 
a riear profit of ’£40 ; 
; ^poodn the deaL 

140 bffikmraryear 
■' failing and discounting 
' fe dominated by 

de^sidiaries of three . 

: high-street banks Alex 

. ffi.'and Natwesfs Lom- 
htotL.-Die Factors and 
-Dranrioters Association 
market has grown 
: Tjeqjfjr'20 f ; -per cent per 
-totoumin recent years. . - 


RICHEMONT, the Swiss con¬ 
glomerate controlled by ftc Ru- 
pert family <rf South Africa, is to 
press abead with plans to take fiiH 
control -of Vexidixne. the luxury 
goods group; despite die worseot- 


Vcnd&ne, which isalready 70 per 
cent owned by RidhemonL is heavily 
dependent on the Japanese and Far 
Eastrni. markets for. sales of its 
prestige brands such as Cartier. 
Alfred Dunhill and Piaget, and its 
shares have been buffeted by the 
recent turmoiL The shares fell from 
a high this year of 542 1 2p to a low of 
325*i p before their recent rally. 

. Last month. Richemont an¬ 
nounced that it was in talks over a 
£1.04 bQBon Ind to buy out the 
minority, shareholders in Vend fane,. 
but gave warning at the time that h 
might hot proceed in the event of aiiy 
further collapse in world markets. 

Yesterday, the boards of the two 
groups unveiled a recommended 
offer that puts a total vibe erf £3.45 
billion an Vendfime. which is 
chaired by Joseph Karioui. Changes 
to the terms set out in November 
provide alaannotealteraativetothe 
495p-a-share cash offer and a special 
interim dividend of 5p, payable cn 
completion, probably m ApriL . 

Die board of independent^^diras- 
tors, which is heabfcd by Lord 
Dourei. deputy chairman of Yen- 
dome; and was set up toconsiderlhe 
dSer on .behalf of minority share- 
hokiers, also recammended the bid 




Rnpettsnare of Asian dances 


yesterday. For the deal to go- 
throu^i. it must be approved by 75 ' 
per cent of minority shareholders. - 
although analysts believe there is ' 
unlikely to be much opposition. 

Mercury Asset Management, with - 
.- about Sper cent, is expected to accept - 
the offer when it is put to a 
shareholder vote in February. 

Johann Rupert, chief executive, 
said he was well aware of the 
potential dangers from the Asian . i 
crisis, bul noted that bmlding luxury 
brands was a, long-term business. - 
“I'm not overly enmused by wto I . | 
see over there (Asia), fait this is a 
business that operates on a ten to 15- 
year tnnespan. Maybe well suffer, - 
but I hq>e not as much as we fear.* 

- He said that Venddpie’s experi- ’ 
ences had raised the question of ■ 
whether luxury goods groups should 
operate in the public arena when the 
short-term demands of six-monthly 
results were at odds with the long¬ 
term needs of brand development. ■ 

Mr Rupert rejected suggestions, 
that he was taking advantage of the 
group’s weak share price, noting 
that VendAme shares dosed at a 
high on the Swiss Stock Exchange. 

The 495p offer is a 26 per cent 
premium ewer the 383hp dose in 
London before the approach. Yester- 
‘ day, tiie shares gained 16p to ATThp. 

. Die independent directors, who 
were advised fay Schroders, said they 
had recommended. the offer after 
takin g account -of “the increasingly 
uncertain. environment in which 
Vendome operates and the fact that 
many of tiie brands would require 
' significant investment over the next 
few years*. Mr Rupert said invest- ■ 
meat plans would be derided in the 
new year. 

Vend fane became a separately 
listed company in ' 1993, when 
Richonont reorganised its tobacco 
and luxury goods ■ portfolio. 

Ri chemon t, which is quoted in 
Switzerland, with a secondary listing 
car the Johannesburg Stock Ex¬ 
change, has a two-thirds interest in 
Rothmans International and a 15 per 
cent stake in Canal Phis, the French 
pay TV group. _ • 

Far East worries, page 22 

. rnwiiiiliiy page 23 Lord Douro, left, and Joseph Kanoui believe the bid is right for shareholders 
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Three in 
running 
to replace 
Bishop at 
Channel 4 


By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

THE contest to replace Sir 
Michael Bishop as chairman 
of Channel 4 has come down 
to a race between Varmi 
Treves, the Italian-born busi¬ 
ness lawyer, and Sir Colin 
Southgate, chairman of EMI. 
tiie international music group. 

Die third person on the 
shortlist is Howard Dyer, who 
is non-executive chairman of 
Haxnleys. the toy retailer, 
executive chairman of Ascot 
Holdings and nonexecutive 
chairman of New Look, the 
fashion house. 

Die successor to Sir Mich¬ 
ael, who runs British Midland 
Airways, is expected to be 
announced in January. 

Mr Treves. 57, is the senior 
partner of the City law firm 
Madarlanes. His dients in¬ 
clude John Paul Getty n and 
tiie family trusts of Richard 
Branson. He is a governor of 
London Business School leads 
fund-raising for the National 
Portrait Gallery and chairs 
three quoted companies. 

Die favourite is probably 
Sir Colin, who has made no 
secret of his desire for the job. 
Hfa experience in the music 
industry with its reliance on 
intellectual property rights 
and the rapid move towards 
digital technology would help, 
as would his previous experi¬ 
ence .with commercial tele¬ 
vision. when Thom EMI 
owned Thames Television. 

Continuing heavyweight 
buaness experience would be 
a.help at Channel 4. which 
faces a number of tough busi¬ 
ness decisions next year — in¬ 
ducting the launching of new 
digital terre s tri al channels. 

Diere have been reports 
that Sir Colin’s name may also 
be in the frame for the chair¬ 
manship of the Royal Opera 
House and if both were avail¬ 
able it is not clear whidi he 
would chose. 
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FTSE100_ 501*2 (-2JJ) 

YMd_ 3^3% 

FTSE M share .. 2380.10 (-1.18) 

Nikkei_ 1479000 (-515^8) 

New Ytxk: 

Dow Jones_ 7768.93 (+12.701* 

S&P Composite 94847 (+2.19T 


Federal Funds— Pn%* (PriM 

Long Bond_ 103*0* (102“») 

Yield_ 5.90%* (5£2%) 

3-mttl Interbank. 7*i4% (7H%) 

Lifte long gft 

future (Mar)_ 121’. ( 121 » 

New York: 

S_1X820* (1.8703) 

London: 

S_ 1.6633 1.6885) 

DM_ 24616 (2.8513) 

FFf_ 09113 (3.8896) 

SFr... 29909 29845) 

Yen_ 21698 215.19) 

£ Index-_ 104.7 (1049) 

London: 

DM_ 1.7790* (1.7770) 

FFr _ 59545* (59500) 

SFr_ 1.4375* (1.4355) 

Yen_ 13095* (12040) 

S Index_ 108.7 (1089) 

Tokyo dose Yen 13095 


Brent 15-day (Mar) $1790 ($17.65) 


• rr^— 

I 

London cksa_ S291.45 ($28&75) 

* denotes rnidday trading price 

Slowdown 

Consumer spending 
slowed sharply in the third 
quarter, contributing to a 
small downward revision to 
overall growth in the 
period, according to the 
Office for National 
Statistics. 

Page 22, Commentary 23 

Nursing homes 

BUPA. tiie medical 
insurance group, is about to 
become Britain's biggest 
nursing home operator after 
wanning control of Care 
First yesterday with an 
increased bid of £273 
million. 

Page 23 


De Beers plans to go it alone 


By Jon Ashwouth 


TURMOIL in, the Far Ea& is. 
havirga disastrous unpack ot. 
ifiamcavi safes, it emerged 
yesterday as De Bars, the 
Sooth Africari ' difariond 
group, movetfto positionitsdf 
as an independent ofanpany. 

Second-half sales of rou^b 
diarnnnds by the Central SdT 
xng Organisation (CSO), fbe 
De Befas marketing arm in 
London, were. 30 per cent 
down on tiie first half of 1997; 
at $L76 falliori and 16 percrirt 
down tin the same period in. 
1996. Overall sales for W97 
were down 4 per cent at^4JS4 
bfllian, in line with forecasts. -. 

The figures were unvefledin 
Johannesburg by .Nicholas 


• BYJASONNiiSft. ; 

^ VAN MIERt, the Labour Rainy was retarned to 
European Qnmieiition Com- Jura — recently said the float 
wasipner;. has .given the For : could not take pl^e tintfl tiie 
jpwk^'Dne mtrfw- racing ED . had finished its 
indusUytitree weeks to diange. investigations. .. .• .; 

its &fanrial arran g ements or One erf the kty contracts 
pr nrwdmpfi . causi n g concemwas sfaroac at 

. AScsmam ^jd (he EU the fagh m i n g of feis year and 
hadsericais doubts that various' seaircs Formula OneHraoiig 
ana^andfls between Ffefera- afftiteoimmerrialfTghisto^ 
tWB Internationale de I’Auto sprat until me year 2010. 
mbfafefflAL w*idi nins the including trievsron revenues. 

spaum Rmnula One Hfad- At the X” 

mp, thecompany run fay Bern- Miert gave an interview to 9 
ie'.: Euiarae?coraplied with Belgian newspaper, m which 
European eanpetitjoa law. he anacted fioana a l arrai^- 
Thcaction throws into doubt n^ts, in ite spo rL^ J . 
Mr'Ecdwoh^ attempts to Eaiestonetotad Forrnu^ 
SfBlfiKmufa Otte. which was. One *"^-2-* ■ 

supposed to come to market in years.* said Mr Van Miert. A 
■Mywflha £15 fallkm price tag ' number of ruling are m the 

taa has yet to-set a formal . |rfpdine .7 , r . __ 

flofationdate MrEcdestone-^. ... , „ ■ m TT 

whose Q .imffioo .gifr to fife Commentniy. page 


who become chairman .and 
■managing director respective¬ 
ly, of De Beers from January 1. 
Describing 1997 as a “roller¬ 
coaster of a year". Mr Ralfe 
said tire CSO would restrict 
. the flow of uncut gems in an 
attempt to maintain prices. 

Much . depends on what 
happens in Japan, which 
speaks for about 25 per cent of 
world diamond consumption, 
compared with America’s 35 
per cent. Economic problems, 
coupled with, a weakening of 
the yen against tiie dollar (De 
Beers prices its products in 
dollars) left sales in Japan 30 
per cent lower in dollar terms. 


South hit 
by housing 
slowdown 

By Susan Emmett 

CONFIDENCE in the boos- 
. tog market has fallen sharply 
in the South but remains at ifa 
-peak in the North, according 

to a report published today by 
tbeRriyal Institotini of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors (RICS). 

Figures for the three 
months to the end of Novem¬ 
ber show that tbeslowdown is 
not Just a prc-Christinas fulL 
The number of surveyors 
reporting a rise in prices has 
more than halved nationally 
sincrtinstimelastyearastlre 
cumulative-effect of interest 
rate rises begins to bite. 

■ However, m contrast to the 
n gial picture; the slowdown 
has hit the South hardest, with 
tike North stahk- Londons (hr 
only exception, ' with in¬ 
creasing mnnbeis of surveyors 
still reporting rsing prices. 


Soutii East Asia was hard hit 
by currency devaluations and 
economic turmoiL Mr Ralfe 
said: “The effect upon the 
diamond market has been 
dramatic." Prospects were 
more buoyant in America, but 
sellers have flooded the mar¬ 
ket, driving down prices and 
profit margins. Diere was an 
improvement in Europe, but 
not enough to compensate for 
Japan.and South East Asia. 

De . Beers is breaking free 
from Anglo American, its long¬ 
standing bed-fellow, as part of 
a “tidying up" exercise aimed 
at simplifying the Anglo group 
structure All Anglo’s diamond 
activities will be concentrated 


in De Beers, whidi will be a 
free-standing organisation. 

Anglo is selling its direct 
shareholding in De Beers to 
Anglo American Investment 
Trust (Anamint). It will hold 
67 per cent in Anamint whidi 
will in turn bold 34 per cent in 
De Beers and 31 per cent in 
Centenary, the company's 
Swiss-registered offshoot De 
Beers will remain the largest 
shareholder in Anglo. 

Julian Ogjlvie Thompson, 
the Anglo chairman, said the 
move made strategic sense, 
and was in line with share¬ 
holders’ wishes. 

Tempos, page 24 


Direct Line 
Instant Access 
Account 

Revised interest rates effective from 1st January 1998. 


Professionals to 
face one-off tax 


BALANCE 

NEW INTEREST RATES 


(GROSS %) 

(GROSS tt) 

£1-£4,999 

5.80 

5.65 

^5,000-^9.999 

6.15 

5.98 

J £10,000- J £24,999 

7.00 

6.79 

£25.000-;C49,999 

7.05 

6.83 

^50,000-^99.999 

7.15 

6.93 

/;ioo.ooo+ 

7.25 

. 7.02 


By Jon Ashworth 


LAWYERS, accountants, and 
other professionals face pay¬ 
ing up to £200million in a one- 
off fax. under controversial 
changes proposed by the 
Government. ' . 

The changes, described as 
tantamount to a windfall tax 
on professional firms, were 
described as “probaWy the 
worst Christmas present" the 
Government could have come 
up with. Die Inland Revenue 
insisted the move was about 
“levelling the playing field” 
and ensuring that every rare 
was taxed on tiie same basis. 

Die Government is to with¬ 
draw 4be “cash basis" prac¬ 
tices available to partnerships, 
giving rise to a “ratchmg-up 
char &r in 199W9. Finns 
which account on the basis of 
cash received or bills paid, will 


have to factor in work in pro¬ 
gress and outstanding bills. 
Die charge could total £100 
million to £3X1 million. 

Dawn Primarolo, the Finart- 
dal Secretary to the Treasury, 
said the “cash basis" gave some 
firms an unfair advantage. Die 
change would “lewd the playing 
field for all businesses and 
c orre ct an anomaly for whidi 
there is no justification". 

Denise CatteralL tax part¬ 
ner in Coopers & Lybrand, 
said: "Diis is probably the 
worst Christmas present that 
partners in professional prac¬ 
tice could have been given by 
the Government In away, it is 
not dissimilar to a windfall 
tax." 

Partners face significant 
falls. Comments are invited by 
February 14. 
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Warning 
at biotech 
business 

By Pmjl Dorman 

BIOCOMPATIBLES Int¬ 
ernational, the biotechnolo¬ 
gy company whose shares 
slumped when it failed to 
secure a deal with Johnson 
& Johnson- has given warn¬ 
ing that its sales are being 
held back by its attempts to 
find alternative distribu¬ 
tion. and it is heading for an 
Increased second-half loss. 

The company is relying 
on national distributors to 
market its stents, the minia¬ 
ture devices used to hold 
open blood vessels. How¬ 
ever. Alistair TsvJor. chief 
executive, says these local 
firms are reluctant to pro¬ 
mote the product because 
they expect Biocompatibles 
to appoint a large interna¬ 
tional distribution partner. 

Stent sales grew but over¬ 
all saies will not meet 
directors' forecasts. Bio¬ 
compatibles said its second- 
half Joss will exceed the 
El 1.4 million it lost in the six 
months to June. 

The company said it re¬ 
cently began a second 
round of negotiations with 
potential partners for its 
stents and other cardiovas¬ 
cular devices. Mr Taylor 
said they include Johnson 
& Johnson, which remains 
interested in Biocompat¬ 
ibles* body-friendly medical 
coating, known as PC. The 
shares fell 17*2 p to 460p. 
They were E14-20 before the 
Johnson & Johnson deal 
fell apart in September. 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia S...... 2.64 a47 

Austria Sch .... 21.81 2Q.15 

Belgium Ft .... 64.22 59.28 

Canadas. 2.507 2.319 

Cyprus CypE . 0.911 0.B39 

Denmark Kr ... 1186 1097 

Finland Mkh ... 930 8.75 

Prance Ff . 1037 939 

Germany Dm. 3.12 238 

Greece Di ...... 492 453 

Hong Kong S 13.71 1151 

Iceland_ 131 ill 

Ireland Pi. 120 1.11 

Israel St*._ 627 532 

Italy Lira .. 3077 2840 

Japan Yen...... 231.63 2*4.10 

Malta .. 0383 0.624 

Netherids GW 3.525 3230 

New .Zealand* 3.02 2.78 

Norway Kr. 12.73 11.79 

Portugal Esc .. 315.03 293.00 

S Africa Rd .... 8.77 732 

Spam Pa . 261.79 243.00 

Sweden Kr .... 13.73 12.83 

Switzerland Fr 2.54 2.33 

Turkey Urn .... 3430BZ 323104 

USAS... 1.769 1.626 

Rales lor small denomination bank 
notes only as supplied by Barclays Bank 
PLG. 0 HIBrent rales apply lo traveller's 
cheques. Rales as at dose of trading 
yesterday. 


Nikkei falls below 15,000 as 
Far East worries continue 


By Janet Bush 
ECONOMICS EDITOR 

ASIAN markets suffered an¬ 
other dismal session after four 
countries saw their sovereign 
debt downgraded by Moody’s 
! Investors Service, the iniema- 
1 rional credit raring agency, 
three of them to junk bond 
status. 

This latest blow to confi¬ 
dence in the Far East came 
hard on the heels of news that 
the International Monetary- 
Fund had slashed its economic 
forecasts for the region. It 
virtually halved its forecast for 
Japanese growth next year 
from 2.1 per cent, estimated as 
recently as in October, to 1.1 
per cent in its latest report- 

Moody's said yesterday that 
it had downgraded the foreign 
currency ceiling for bonds and 
bank deposits of Indonesia 
Malaysia and South Korea. It 
also downgraded Thailand's 

Burford in 
Mayfair 
acquisition 

By Carl Mortished 

BURFORD HOLDINGS has 
acquired a large property in 
Mayfair for almost El00 mil¬ 
lion. The property group, 
which recently suffered the 
departure of Nick Leslau. its 
high-profile chief executive, 
has acquired Mayfair Place, 
an island block bounded by 
Stranon Street and Berkeley 
Street comprising two build¬ 
ings totalling 256.000 sq ft. 

Burford is paying Norwich 
Union £99.75 million for the 
property, which generates 
E7.41 million in rent, equating 
to a yield of 7.4 per cent. John 
Andersen. Burford's new chief 
executive, said: “We are buy¬ 
ing Mayfair off low rents at a 
time when prime office rents 
in the West End are now £50 
per sq ft and investment yields 
are as low as 5 per cent." 

Meanwhile. Greycoat is 
selling a half share in 1 Great 
St Helens, its City office dev¬ 
elopment. to Scottish Life in a 
property swap involving the 
acquisition by Greycoat of the 
insurer's office and retail in¬ 
vestment at 36 Poultry. Cur¬ 
rent market rents value Great 
St Helens at £30-40 million. 


foreign currency ceiling for 
bonds and confirmed the ceil¬ 
ing for bank deposits. 

It said that its move was in 
response to worries about 
South Korea's short-term for¬ 
eign currency financing needs, 
concern about the ability of 
Indonesia's corporate sector's 
ability to meet its foreign debt 
obligations and Malaysia's 


vulnerability to regional fi¬ 
nancial troubles. Moody's also 
lowered the ratings on 20 
South Korean banks and on 
some of the country's largest 
firms. All were lowered to Bal, 
one level above junk bonds. 

The unremitting diet of bad 
news depressed Asian curren¬ 
cies and stock markets. In 
Japan, the Nikkei 225 index 


closed below 15,000 for the 
first time in more than two 
years. The index lost 515.49 
points, to dose a! 14,799.40. 

The negative impact on the 
Japanese economy of troubles 
in its key regional markets 
was highlighted by yester¬ 
day’s announcement by Toy¬ 
ota that it was halting produc¬ 
tion at its two car plants in the 


Consumer spending slows 


CONSUMER spending 
slowed sharply in the third 
quarter, contributing to a 
small downward revision to 
overall growth in the period, 
according to the Office for 
National Statistics. 

Consumer spending grew 
0.7 per cent in the three 
months from July to Septem¬ 
ber. compared with 1.6 per 
cent in the second quarter. 


City economists said that 
some of this slowdown could 
be attributed to mourning for 
Diana. Princess of Wales. 

Nevertheless, this period 
also saw a £6 billion payout 
by the Woolwich Building 
Society. Simon Briscoe, econ¬ 
omist at Nikko Europe, said 
that the figures proved that 
windfalls were being saved, 
not spent 


Overall gross domestic 
product grew 0.8 per cent in 
the thiro quarter, f revised 
down from 0.9 per cent 
Separate figures showed 
that Britain recorded a cur¬ 
rent account surplus of £473 
million in the third quarter, 
down from a surplus of £1.44 
billion in the second. 

Commentary, page 23 


Philippines for a month lo 
reduce stocks. Car sales in the 
Philippines have fallen 125 
per cent over the past year. 

In Seoul, the Korean stock 
exchange suspended trading 
in the shares of four com¬ 
panies because of rumours 
that they .were about to default 
on their debts. 

Today, the Finance Minis¬ 
try is opening up the short¬ 
term bond market to foreign 
investment, but conditions 
could hardly be worse. Yields 
on three-month corporate 
bonds dosed at 30 per cent 
yesterday, but still did not 
attract any buyers. 

Wall Street shrugged off 
Asia's latest troubles, bounc¬ 
ing; by more titan SO points in 
initial trading as traders 
jumped into the market again 
after Friday’s losses of 9 0 
points. In London, the FTSE 
100 index lost 2.0 points, to 
dose at 5,018.2. 
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TI acquires Sealol in 
swap and cash deal 

TI GROUP, the UK engineering company, has agreed a 
swap deal with EG&G, of the US. that 
Sealol Industrial subsidiary become parr of TTmi rerurr. ftr 
TPs John Crane Belfab unit and &>5 million. 

Sealol. a manufacturer of high temperature 
for the refining and petroleum industry. . 

Sealol. based in Rhode Island, earnedlopenn ng prowsi of 
$103 million In 1996 on sales of SSS.S 
acquired by TI in 1991 for $14.3 million, supplies -he semi¬ 
conductor industry and the deal values it nmv at $j= jni J^n. 

Sir Christopher Lewinton, chairman of TI. said: «nne we 
were very pleased with the performance of Bdlab. n has a 
highly spedalised product line serving the reim-conductor 
industry which is not coherent with John Cranes global 
strategy in mechanical seals.” EG&G has annual sales of 
more than $1.4 billion and more than 14.000 employees 
worldwide. TI shares rose ISbpto 455p yesterday. 

Unit trust sales dip 

SALES of unit trusts fell to £413 million in November from 
£510 million the previous month, according to figures from 
the Association of Unit Trusts and Investment Funds (Aunt). 
However, last month’s sales figure is still 25 per cent higher 
than for the same period last year. Sales of Peps, at £402 
million, are slightly higher than the previous month's and 33 
per cent higher than last year. .Around a quarter of the 1252 
million attracted by companies selling funds directly to the 
public went to index-tracking funds. 



Wall s faces j vor y & sime setbacks 


Michael Hepher should see “business as usual*’ at Charterhouse after the change 

Charterhouse stake sold 


BHF-BANK of Germany is 
selling its 50 per cent share in 
Charterhouse, the UK mer¬ 
chant bank, to Credit Com¬ 
mercial de France (CCF), 
holder of the other half stake 
(Richard Miles writes). 

Control of Charterhouse 
will pass to CCF in the first 
quarter of 1998. No price was 
disclosed, but sources said 
that between £200 million and 


£250 million would be paid 
for the holding. 

A spokesman for BH F-Bank 
said the disposal stemmed 
from a strategic review initiat¬ 
ed by Ernst Kruse after his 
appointment as chief executive 
officer in March. 

The sale, plus the earlier 
disposal of a large stake in 
Zivnostenska. a Czech bank, 
would leave BHF free to 


concentrate on its investment 
banking operations in Frank¬ 
furt. said the spokesman. 

CCF emphasised that it 
would be “business as usual” 
at Charterhouse, and said it 
had no plans to put the 
company up for sale. 

Charterhouse, led by Mich¬ 
ael Hepher. reported a prerax 
profit of E40.4 million in 19% 
and has assets of £1.9 billion. 


scrutiny 
from MMC 

WALL’S, the ice-cream com¬ 
pany. is to face a Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission in¬ 
vestigation after a complaint 
from Mars, its rival, over 
supply deals (Christine Buck- 
ley writes). 

The Office of Fair Trading 
referred Unilever, the parent 
company of Birds Eye Wall's, 
to tiie MMC after concern 
about how it distributes ice¬ 
cream through concession¬ 
aires, who supply Wall's ice 
cream to the shops while other 
wholesalers get the confection¬ 
ary on what the OFT considers 
“less favourable terms". 

John Bridgeman. Director- 
General of Fair Trading, said: 
“It is consumers who lose out if 
the Wall's distribution policy 
restricts the choice of ice¬ 
creams in a shop, or makes it 
difficult for other manufactur¬ 
ers to enter or expand in the 
market" 

Birds Eye Wall’s disagreed 
that the concessionaire scheme 
restricted consumer choice. 
Tony Pearce, sales director, 
said: "A dedicated distribution 
system is essential to ensure 
our consumers receive the wid¬ 
est choice of ice-cream of the 
highest possible quality." 


Buyout market 
tops record £7bn 


By Jon Ashworth 


Anglian Water Pic 
wishes everyone 
a very 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Prosperous New Year 


THE UK management buyout 
market broke all records in 
1997. with more than £7 billion 
of deals, accord ing to the latest 
MBO survey by KPMG Cor¬ 
porate Finance. 

The number of larger 
MBOs and management buy- 
ins reached a peak of 130 this 
year, compared with U4 in 
1996. The final quarter of 1997 
saw 25 deals worth £2 billion, 
led by Unipoly (£620 million), 
Gala Bingo Halls (£300 mil¬ 
lion) and Crystal International 
Travel Group (£150 million). 
MBOs were valued at E55 
million on average. 

The value of larger (E10 
million-plus) MBOs and 
MBIs peaked at £7.14 billion 
in 1997. up 20 per cent on 1996. 
KPMG expects the value to 
rise further in 1998. 

Mike Stevens, head of MBO 
Services at KPMG Corporate 
Finance, said: “Never before 
has so much money been 


chasing buyout deals. The 
success of the MBO market is 
generating its own momen¬ 
tum, sucking in international 
investors looking for higher- 
yielding homes for their 
money than they can find in 
the major stock markets." 

KPMG said the prices being 
paid were not unreasonable. 
Faced with increasing ner¬ 
vousness in the financial mar¬ 
kets, MBO investments in 
1998 are likely to settle on 
quality, resulting in fewer but 
larger "mega-deals". 

Unipoly was the largest 
MBO, followed by General 
Healthcare Group (£594 mil¬ 
lion) and Welcome Break 
(£476 million). Other big deals 
involved CE Heath, March- 
pole Group and Birmingham 
International Airport Venture 
capital houses are thought to 
have more than £50 billion 
available for acquisitions in 
the UK and mainland Europe. 


IVORY & SIME. the Edinburgh fund manager, underlined 
its need for last month’s reverse takeover by Friends 
Provident to go ahead, with half-year results showing 
continuing falls in funds under management and fee income. 
Despite the setbacks Ivory & Sime squeezed a 5.5 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £3.97 million, pushing earnings per share 
up 82 per cent to 829p. An unchanged interim dividend of 
£85p will be paid on January 9. 

Partners back merger 

KPMG and Ernst & Young moved a step closer to cementing 
tbeir global merger yesterday, when partners in KPMG Peat 
•Marwick LLP. the American practice, voted overwhelmingly 
in favour of the proposals. Partners in Ernst & Young in the US 
gave their approval last week. Partners in member firms 
internationally are due to vote early next year. Price 
Waterhouse is pursuing its own merger plans with Coopers & 
Lybrand. Approval for both deals rests with regulators. 

Finelist purchase 

FINELIST GROUP, the auto parrs specialist is paying up to 
£9 million for XL Component Distribution, a steering, 
braking and ignition products company. XL will operate as a 
stand-alone business within Finelist's packaging and 
manufacturing division, complementing the existing activi¬ 
ties of First line and Auto gem. the company said. Mark 
Marwood. the current owner and managing director of XL 
will remain as managing director. 

Oil prices ‘will rise’ 

THE Saudi Government yesterday said it expeas oil prices to 
rise next year, helped by robust growth in world demand and a 
commitment by fellow members of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (Opecj to observe new output 
quotas agreed last month. Current economic slowdown in 
Asia would not adversely affect regional oil demand, it added. 
Last month, Opec ministers agreed to lift the production 
ceiling to 275 million barrels per day from the start of 1998. 

US insurers merge 

IN a $22 billion share deal. American International Group 
(AIG). the US insurance company, has agreed to acquire 
American Bankers Insurance Group. AIG is to pay the 
equivalent of $47 a share to acquire American Bankers, a 
provider of specialised insurance services, such as life 
insurance related to loans. AIG underwrites commercial and 
industrial insurance. Its member companies provide services 
in about 130 countries and jurisdictions. 

Freepages at the double 

FREEPAGES GROUP, the interactive consumer informa¬ 
tion service provider whidi competes against BTTs Talking 
Pages, more than doubled its revenues to £15.4 million in the 
year to September. During the same period pre-tax losses 
rose from £10.07 million to £14.97 million. Freepages said 
yesterday that it expects to gain a full Stock Exchange listing 
in 1998. Net loss per share after exceptionals was 3.4p for the 
year and there is no dividend. 

Arcadian shares rise 

SHARES in Arcadian International rose almost 5 per cent 
after the hotel group admitted that it was “at an advanced 
stage of discussions with a potential offeror". Last week The 
Times reported that Patriot American Hospitality, a US real 
estate investment trust, was close to finalising a takeover. 
The group has refused to name the suitor, but is expected to 
make an announcement next month. Its shares gained 2b p to 
60p yesterday. In August they stood at 38b p. 


Former funeral director accused of misrepresen tation 

Hodgson faces Prontac writ 


By Jason Nissft 


May we take this opportunity to tell our friends 
that, once again this year, we are not sending Christmas cards. 
Instead, we’re making donations to 
several local children’s charities and hospices. 


HOWARD HODGSON, who 
was ousted as chief executive of 
Ransom the lighter-maker, this 
year, is facing a legal claim 
worth up to £500.000 for 
misrepresentation over his role 
in a failed franchise business 
prior to joining Ronson. 

Mr Hodgson, a fbmfer 
funeral director who courts a 
high profile, is named in a writ 
to be issued by 37 former 
franchisees of a company 
called Prontac, of which he was 
chairman. Four other directors 
of Prontac — David Meakin. 
Stephen Fox, Thomas Madefey 
and Graham Hodson — are 
also named in the action. 

Prontac collapsed in March 
1993 with debts of more than 
£750.000. Many franchisees 
lost more than £10.000 each by 
investing in the Prontac sys¬ 
tem. an accounting service 
devised for small businesses. 
However, there were funda¬ 
mental problems with the sys- 




tern that made it almost im¬ 
possible to use or sell. 

The legal action alleges mis¬ 
representation by Mr Hodg¬ 
son and the other directors 
over the financial strength of 
Prontac and the prospects for 
the franchises. A statement of 
claim will be filed in the next 
few days and the franchisees’ 
solicitor, Amanda Webster of 
Brabner Holden Banks Wil¬ 
son in Preston, said The total 
claim would reach £500,000. 

“We have investigated this 
misrepresentation claim thor¬ 
oughly. using a leading firm of 
forensic accountants, and we 
are confident of our grounds," 
said Ms Webster. 

Mr Hodgson was chairman 
of Prontac and a leading inves¬ 
tor. He appeared on the adver¬ 
tising for the product, saying 
how his funeral business had 
grown into a £90 million 
company from an initial out¬ 
lay of £14,000. The literature 



Hodgson: lost £750,000 


gave cashflow projections, 
saying franchisees could sign 
up at least 66 customers by the 
end of their first year. How. 
ever, when the business ran 
mta trouble there were only 
200 clients for 85 franchisees 
One of the franchisees' main 
oones of contention with Mr 
Hodgson is his failure to tell 
them of his resignation from 


the Prontac board in Augu* 
1992. Although his name wa 
removed from the com pan 
literature, he addressed 
franchisees’ meeting in Birrc 
ingham in November 1992 a 
whidi no mention was mad 
of his resignation. 

Mr Hodgson told The Time 
that he was the main lose 
from the Prontac fiasco. ha\ 
ing invested £750.000 of hi 
own money and receivinj 
nothing back. "The Depart 
jnent of .Trade and Industr 
looked at Prontac and gave mi 
a dean bill of health and th< 
Inland Revenue accepted 
had lost £750,000," he said 
"This is a try on.” 

Mr Hodgson is current!’ 
««ng Ronson for compensa 
tjon for loss of office after hi! 
departure from the grouj 
jarlier this year. Shareholder 
lost patience with Mr Hadg 
son after it issued a series o 
profits warnings only monthi 
after raising money from the 
market in a rights issues. 
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B emie Ecdestone has had 
an eventful 1997. lie boss 
of Formula l gave fee 
labour Parly £1 xniflian — only 
to have it returned in a cheque' 
which' be apparently hasn’t 
cashed! He saw some of fee 
leading players in his : sport 
accused of manslaughter over 
die death of the farmer world 
champion,' Ayrton Senna — dnty 
for them to be exonerated, And 
he attempted to float the rrro- 
pany that runs the sport with a 
£15-billion price tag — only for 
the float to be postponed indefi¬ 
nitely. Now he will start 1998 
locking horns- with Karel van 
Miert, the dreaded European 
Union competition commis¬ 
sioner. In a battle between the 
diminutive farmer motorcycle 
mechanic bom Suffolk and the 
left wing JHemish farmer’s son, 
there can only be one whiner. 
This time, you wouldn’t put your 
money on. Benue. 

Van TVfiext yesterday said the 
EC had decided the sport was 
breaching competition law — 
sometofnglhat many had sus¬ 
pected, not least Van Miert The 
problem is something that goes 
to the core both of how the sport 
is run and bow Ecdestone cre¬ 
ated a business with paid him 
£54 mflfibn last year. Van Miert 
thinks there is too cosy a.relation¬ 
ship between Ecclestone's Fbr- 
miua One Holdings — the 
companyhe wants to float—and 
the Federation Internationale de 
L'Automobfle (FIA), which Tuns 
the sport Specifically be is 


Van Miert takes pole position 


unhappy about Ecclestone* role 
within me constitution of the FIA 
—which Van Miert points out is 
run by Ecdestone* farmer legal 
adviser. Max Mosley. Mean¬ 
while the FIA has ' $ven. 
Ecdestone a contract to exploit 
all the media rights to Formula 1 
until the year 2010.as part of 0 
deal in which the duo cooperate 
to promote; the sport as the 
premier motor racing champ¬ 
ionship in the world and the FLA 
maintains a strict ratebook to 
keep the racing, teams in line. 
Van Miert has given-Ecdestone- 
and Mosley three weeks to 
.respond or. else he will take 
action against them. 

Once van Miert st arts looking 
at the deals surrounding sport, 
he might never stop. Until 
BSkyB rapped the ante on toe 
price of live coverage of football 
m the UK, toe amount most • 
European broadcasters paid for 
fining up their ’grbwHifes with 
sport was pitifuL In some cases 
mey still are. And all around 
Europe there are little pockets of 
cosy practice which van Miert 
might root out 

Ibe reason why Van Miert is 
conoentxatmg on Formula 1 is 
because Ecdestone in effect in¬ 
vited him in. By deciding to 
crystallise the value of his busi- 
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ness, he is in danger of destroy¬ 
ing that value in the process. If 
this glorified middleman's com¬ 
pany is worth £15 billion, it is 
because of ineffimries in the 
market place. These will be 
smoothed out by a combination 
of Van Miert, the broadcasters 
and the Formula 1 teams. 
Ecclestone’s co m p an y will never 
float in its current form Whether 
it survives in anything 
approximating to its current 
form must now also be in doubt 

Tricky sums on 
the high street 

S omeone is miscalculating 
the strength of consumer 
demand: retailers, policy¬ 
makers or shoppers themselves. 
Perhaps it is Britain’s store 
chains. In areas such as dothing 
and electronics, they overstocked 
and began to panic about a poor 
Christmas. After a reportedly 
good last weekend, one can only 


say with certainty that 1997 
Christmas trade wfll either be 
relatively weak or sweatily late. 

No wonder that many more 
big high street names than usual 
have winked and started pre- 
Christmas sales. Autumn trad¬ 
ing was peculiar but generally 
dull before December. 

The latest revised national 
income figures show that con¬ 
sumer spending rose fay only 0.7 
per cent in the third quarter, less 
than half the rate in the second 
quarter of 1997. That includes 
September, a month clearly af¬ 
fected by the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales. That event, 
however, may also have dis¬ 
guised a weakening trend also 
glimpsed in November. 

Many retailers therefore had 


into Christmas. Douglas McWU 
liams, the business economist, 
reckons that discounts after 
Christmas may be unusuall y 
deep. January 1998 may have to 
see the sale of the century to clear 


toe backlog of unwanted stock, ar 
least in some areas of expensive 
discretionary spending. If that 
proves true, consumers will have 
calculated smartly. Unless they 
succumb to a late surge today 
and on Christmas Eve, shoppers 
will have outstared shopkeepers. 

Come toe New Year, the 
greatest danger of miscalculation 
will be at the monthly meetings 
of the Bank of England* rate- 
firing monetary policy com¬ 
mittee. They will need to reassess 
the trends they had assumed 
when they pushed through five 
rate rises fort. 

They should also reassess the 
potential inflationary impart of 
spending, even if it were buoy¬ 
ant The IMPs assault on Asia 
tigers is already having an 
impart on luxury markets, for 
instance for diamonds. This will 
bring increasing downward 
pressure on prices of some more 
modest goods. And the cause of 
Asian malaise was overproduc¬ 
tion, to be cured by devaluation. 


Korea ef at will be selling at 
sharp prices, diluting any infla¬ 
tionary pressure in Western 
countries from domestic con¬ 
sumers. Instead of waiting until 
February to test fourth quarter 
spending before deciding on a 
further rise, the committee might 
usefully discuss straight way 
whether ii has already put rates 
up too high for consumers. 

Fortunes favour 
the brave Ruperts 

T here is something curious 
about Vendfime being 
taken private. This is a 
company which exists because of 
toe nigh price of its goods. It 
creates its own exclusivity 
through the apparent rarity and 
cachet of its products — selling 
under brand names such as 
Piaget, Montblanc, Dunhill and 
Chloe. And a great deal of this 
has to do with their expense. 
Why else would one purchase a 
beautifully crafted walla for £150 
when something just as service¬ 
able and as hard wearing could 
be obtained for a tenth of the 
price? So it is ironic that the 
fabulously wealthy Rupert fam¬ 
ily from South Africa considers 
mat the market does not value 


Vendome highly enough — the 
share price having virtually 
halved before the Ruperts de¬ 
cided to buy out toe 30 per cent 
they do not own. 

The Ruperts think the market 
has taken an overly short-term 
view of Venddme* exposure to 
the financial crisis in Japan. 
They point out that building 
luxury goods brands can take 
years ofinvestment and a short¬ 
term problem should not affect 
the long-term prospects too 
greatly. Tne way the market has 
treated profits warnings from 
Donna Karan and Gucci support 
their view. But it is particularly 
difficult for the average investor 
to understand how the luxury 
roods market operates. And if 
toe Ruperts think that the Far 
East arsis is a short-term blip, 
then good luck to them. If they 
are buying Vendome at a bar¬ 
gain price then it is a testimony to 
their bravery. 

All or nothing euro 

COMPARED with British pol¬ 
itical fudge—now most sugary on 
the euro — Romano Prodi says it 
refreshingly how it is. In Spain 
yesterday, Italy* Prime Minister 
nuked the official line, that join¬ 
ers, including Latins, would 
hardly notice the difference. “I am 
convinced", he said “that owe we 
have the single currency, either 
the entire system will collapse or 
else we will achieve convergence". 
Sounds right. It* just a question of 
the odds. 
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BETTERWARE, toe door- 
to-door household goods 
supplier, yielded to a JEU7 
million fad from its man¬ 
aging,director and finance 
director yesterday. The 
deal values the lidding of 
AndrewCohen, chairman, 
and- his family , at £52. 
million.^- 

Mr Cohen Is to reinvest 
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between £10 million and 
£12 million in Fenchurch 
Place, toe NatWest Equi¬ 
ty Partners (NWEP) vehi¬ 
cle that has mounted toe 
bid.. Tins will give Mr. 
Cohen between 20. and24 
per cent of the me* ,-vehir 
de. He paid £253.000 for 
Betterware. when be 
bought the business from 
recovers in 1983. 

. The bid emerged from 
informal talks between Mr 
Cohen and NWEP. after 
which NWEP approached 
Peter Hartley, Better- 
ware’s managing director, 
and Paul Tomer, finance 
director. They helped to 
mount the bid, whk± was 
yesterday recommended, 
by the group's indepen¬ 
dent directors and Roto- 
sdrild. their advisers. . 

Mr Cohen said: “For 
some time now my family 
and I haveheen looking to 
reduce our. significant in¬ 
vestment in Betterware so 
as to divrrsify otir invest¬ 
ment portfolio and pursue 
other interests." 

-Mr Cohen is keen to step 
up toe property interests 
bj: has developed in the 
pastthree or four years. 

The bid values each 
share at LI Op. Sharehold¬ 
ers have toe choice Of 
cash, loan notes, or a so-, 
called unit alternative 
that gives them an invest¬ 
ment in Fendrarch Place 
on toe same terms as Mr 
Cohen and NatWest 
Betterware shares rose 
lQ'xpto dose at lOT^p in 

-response. 

-On trading. Betterware 
said,fo al its overseas joint 
venture operations with' 
Avon were not expected to 
make a significant rontri-' 
button to profits until the 
year 2000 at the earliest 
and -that future develop¬ 
ment is best achieved as 
mt unquoted company. 

Mr Cohen wfil remain 
as a consultant for opto 12 
days a year for a fee of np 
“ 02,000 a year. The fee 
will be donated to the 
Betterware Charitable 
Foundation. 


Bupa wins control 
of Care First with 
revised £273m bid 


BUPA., the medical insur¬ 
ance group, is about to 
become ' Britain* biggest 
nursing home operator after 
winning control of Care First 

with an increased bid of £273 

million. " 

Care First* board decided 
to recommend Bupa* I70p-a- 
share offer after it became 
dear it could not be bettered 
by Chai Patel, the company's 
former chief-executive who 
has been trying m put together 


ByPaulDurman 

a deal financed by BC 
Partners. 

Aoteptanoes from directors 
indudfog Keith Bradshaw, 
Care First* chairman, gave 
Bupa 243 per cent of toe 
company, but it quickly lifted 
its stake above 50 per cent by 
buying shares in toe market. 
Bupa* anginal offer of 150p a 
share valued Care First at £241 
million. 

. Mr Bradshaw, a founder of 
Takare, which merged with 



Chai Patelshould. make £2 milli on from the deal 


Court Cavendish to form Care 
First last year, will receive 
about £21 million for bis stake. 
He will initially remain a non¬ 
executive director, and win 
become a consultant to Bupa. 

Mr Bradshaw, 55, said he 
has still to decide what to do 
next He is non-executive 
chairman of two private com¬ 
panies. a substantial motor 
dealership and BLT Indus¬ 
tries, a manufacturer of ampli¬ 
fier and PA systems. Much 
criticised for Care First* re¬ 
cent poor performance, he 
mid: “I look forward [to 
spending] a few years indulg¬ 
ing my., entrepreneurial in¬ 
stincts not in toe public eye." 

Peter Jacobs, chief executive 
of Bupa, said the addition of 
Care First would make the 
group the market leader, with 
211 homes and 16.000 beid^He 
said he believed Dr Patel* 
team would have tabled their 
own offer yesterday if Bupa 
had not been willing to top it 
Dr Patel and BC Partners 
indicated to Care First late last 
week that they were prepared 
to make an offer dose to 170p. 

Dr Patel, who still owns 
more than one million shares 
and 800,000 options in Care 
First will make about £2 
million from toe Bupa deal 

Paul Saper,- of Laing & 
Buis son, the healthcare ana¬ 
lysts. said Bupa had paid a 
very full price, which it was 
able to justify because of toe 
additional benefits it receives 
from its reputation and from 
cheaper financing. He sug¬ 
gested Dr Patel* former Court 
Cavendish management team 
at Care First were still waiting 
"with their bags packed”, 
ready to rejoin Dr Patel in his 
next venture. 

City Diary, page 25 


Changes at Merrydown 


MERRYDOWN, the embat¬ 
tled cidermaker. is to implex 
ment a board restructuring 
that was originally devised as a 
back-up in case a bid approach 
failed to produce a formal offer. 

As a result, Merrydown vet¬ 
eran Richard Purdey has relin¬ 
quished the role of executive 
chairman to become non-execu¬ 
tive deputy chairman and Andy 
Nash, former managing direc¬ 
tor of Matthew dark, a rival 
adermaker, has been brought 
in as nonexecutive chairman. 


By Dominic Walsh 
There was immediately 

speculation that the talks with 
toe unnamed suitor, might 
have hit difficulties. However. 
Paul Millman, managing di¬ 
rector, said the discussions 
continued and it had simply 
been decided that it would be 
in shareholders' best interests 
if Mr Nash was brought on 
board as soon as possible. 

The takeover approach was 
revealed this month as Merry- 
down reported half-year losses 
of almost £1 million as a result 


ofa sharp drop in sales of Two 
Dogs, the controversial 
alcopop. An exceptional 
charge of £630X00 came from 
toe group* derision to hand 
distribution of Two Dogs to 
Scottish Sc Newcastle. 

The identity of tire mystery 
■bidder is still not bang re¬ 
vealed, although speculation' 
has centred on Pernod Ricard, 
the French drinks group. A 
brewer or a luxury goods 
group are also thought to be 
possibilities. 



. By Eraser Nelson 

MARK-and Christina Bunce booked 
thenadves a £2J8 million Christmas 
Presaayesterday after agreeing to Austin 
feed*-£ 25.9 million bid for Country 
9^ toe reran chain they bought out 
ogfclyears ago. The Bunces,/who still 
share an lt per cent stake in the fashion 
ch^ia despite having resigned from the 
now sever their links with the 
iy “fflpaqy after the failure of their .own. 
r ■’ fctenwattempt six months ago. 

Aasah Reed* l3Sp«-share offer comes 
at a 48 per pent premium ® its market 
valiie befere tbe latest merger talks were' 


announced. After -the company rqerted 
advances from Mr Bunce and John 
Shannon, his former colleague, analysts 
held out little hope for a successful 
takeover. 

John Ketterky.lhe merchant banker 
brought in as chairman of Country 
fflaink fo October, said Austin Reed will 
be able to use its £24 million cash pile to 
finance badly needed refurbishment of its 
67 high street stores. He said: “We don’t 
have the kind of money needed, and the 
shares would never have gone far without 
ft. Under Austin Reed, the employees have 
a better deal” „ . ■ 

Mr Ketteriey is standing down as 


chairman. He said: “I joined when the 
shares were 95p. now the offer is 135p. Its 
a case of last.person out switch off the 
lights." 

Colin Evans, chairman of Austin Reed, 
played down toe prospect of heavy 
investment He said; “It* not so much a 
question of money, fait of getting the 
company focused." 

He intends to lift Country Casuals’ 
sales uf £325 per sq ft nearer to the £425 
level currently achieved by Austin Reed. 
However, he said that a stock rquvera- 
tianwffl not be complete until spring.1999. 
The shares jumped ]l*zp to iS2hp 
yesterday. 


Sketchley 
back from 
cleaners 

SKETCHLEY, the dry 
cleaning to cable laying 
group, yesterday claimed 
that it has sorted out toe 
accounting deficiencies that 
led to the £10 million profits 
Mack hole discovered last 
May (Fraser Nelson writes). 

The company, which fired 
Richard Meyers as finance 
director after toe deficien¬ 
cies were discovered, said 
that it has spent £600,000 
restoring financial disci¬ 
pline to its retail arm. 

John Jackson, chief execu¬ 
tive, said toe firm is on course 
to return to toe black this year 
after a strong performance by 
ARM, its new cable laying 
division, contributed to a pre¬ 
tax interim profit of £33 
million (£2.64 million). 

Earnigs per share were 
32p (2J3p). There is no 
interim dividend. 

Tempus. page 24 


Press groups move in 
on two family firms 


By Raymond Snoddy 

MEDIA EDITOR 

THE consolidation of the UK 
regional newspaper industry 
intensified yesterday as John¬ 
ston Press and Southern 
Newspapers, two of the ex¬ 
panding grofcps, agreed to buy 
iwo traditional family news¬ 
paper publishers. 

Johnston Press, the fifth larg¬ 
est regional publisher, is pay¬ 
ing around £52 million in cash 
and shares for Home Counties, 
which publishes 48 paid-for 
and free weekly newspapers. Its 
titles include the Hampstead 
and Highgate Express. 

The Gibbs family controlled 
toe papers for more than 100 
year* and currently holds a 32 
per cent stake. 

Tim Bawdier, chief execu¬ 
tive of Johnston, yesterday 
emphasised toe possibilities 
for revenue growth and cost 
savings from the elimination 



Tim Bowdlen cost savings 

of corporate and administra¬ 
tive overheads. 

Southern Newspapers 
agreed to pay £35 million for 
the privately owned Bailey 
Newspaper Group (BNG). 
which has been in toe Bailey 
family since its foundation in 
1878 and as a result will move 


from toe tenth to eighth larg¬ 
est regional publisher. The 
group publishes 14 principal 
titles in Gloucestershire, Ox¬ 
fordshire, Wiltshire and South 
Wales. 

Home Counties had pre-tax 
profits of £3.2 million on a 
£373 million turnover last 
year, while BNG had pre-tax 
profits of £13 million an a 
turnover of £133 million. 

□ United News and Media, 
publisher of The Express . is 
sifting through toe bids for its 
remaining regional newspa¬ 
pers. 

The newspaper industry be¬ 
lieves that Trinity Internation¬ 
al is favourite for United* 
northern titles, which indude 
toe Yorkshire Post, and that 
Tpny O'Reilfy* Irish Indepen¬ 
dent group is favourite for the 
southern titles, mainly in 
London, Surrey and Essex. 

.. -Tempus. page 24 
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Buy 
a PalmPilot 
Professional 
and get 
your free 
Christmas gift! 


W! 


I ith PalmPilot, stay in touch with your most 
important information: address book, 
agenda, memo pad, to-do-list or even your email with 
PalmPilot Professional. HotSync technology lets you 
synchronise data with your PC at a touch of a button. 


For more information about PalmPilot call freephone 0800 7311064 
or visit our web site: www.palmpilotcom 




CHRISTMAS SPECIAL TffilRY PALMPILOT": If you buy a PalmPilot 
Professional between November 15th, 1997 and January 15th, 1998, choose a 
^ free Christmas gift one of the coloured protective cases or a HotSync cable far 
convenient synchronisation on the road Please find a detailed description of the offer 
on each PalmPilot Professional box. The Merry PalmPilot offer is subject to availability. 
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Stock Market Writer 
of the Year 


U S inflation report nips 
Christmas rally in bud 


JUST the faintest hint of 
inflationary pressure within 
the US economy was enough 
to take the gloss off an 
otherwise promising perfor¬ 
mance by the London marker. 

After a slow start, the FTSE 
100 index drew encourage¬ 
ment from an opening mark¬ 
up Dn Wall Street, where the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was sporting a rise of almost 
90 points within the first hour 
of trading. But the leads on 
both sides of the Atlantic were 
pared back by a cautious 
report from the Philadelphia 
Federal Reserve showing in¬ 
flation conrinuing to gather 
pace throughout 1 90S, while 
economic growth faltered. 

At one stage the FTSE 100 
index wax nursing a fall of 
15.7. It reduced the deficit to 
just 2.0 at 5.0!S_2. With traders 
now focusing on the seasonal 
festivities, turnover was low. 
only 042 million shares chang¬ 
ing hands. 

Traders now fear we may 
have seen the best of the pre- 
Christmas rally and remain 
cautious about the short term 
in the face of further losses 
overnight in Asia. 

There was some good news 
for Blue Cirde Industries on 
the day it lost its place as a 
constituent of the top 10*3 
companies Goldman Sachs, 
the US securities house, has 
upgraded its recommendation 
on the stock from “market 
underperformer'’ to "trading 
buy". Goldman has cut its 
earnings forecast due to the 
group's involvement in Ma¬ 
laysia. but maintains that the 
shares are significantly under¬ 
valued. The price rose 21 '«p to 
315p. 

RMC Group, up 19 1 ap to 
84b 1 2 p. also comes out of the 
top 100. along with TI Group. 
I2p firmer at -iSf'ip. TI was 
boosted by an asset swap with 
EG&G. the US company. 

Those gaining entiy to the 
exclusive top 100 club included 
British Energy, up 7p at 427p. 
and Mercuiy Asset Manage¬ 
ment, 9p lighter at 116.So. 
MAM’s reign will prove short¬ 
lived. The E3.1 billion bid from 
Merrill Lynch, the broker, 
went unconditional last night. 

There was another jolt for 
shareholders of Scotia Hold¬ 
ings. with the price tumbling 
52 r zp to 265p after the Medi¬ 
cines Control .Agency rejected 
an appeal by the group to 
approve Taraberic. its treat¬ 
ment for diabetic neuropathy. 
The shares were rocked earlier 
this month by the departure of 
David Horrobin, chief execu- 



Davtd Montgomery has sold much of his Mirror holding 


rive, and his wife. Sherri 
Clarkson, head of the drug 
discovery division. 

Biocompatibles was 
another weak market, losing 
IP'ap at 457 * 2 p after issuing a 
warning that second-half 
Josses would exceed those 
achieved in the first sue 
months. Mcdeva dipped bp to 
Ib7p as Lehman Brothers 
downgraded its 1998 profits 
forecast, from £1085 million to 


£1003 million after a meeting 
with the company. It is still 
looking for £110 million for the 
current year. Lehman blames 
a drop-off in sales of its 
lonamin obesity drug. 

Mirror Group was steady 
at 195*2p despite David Mont¬ 
gomery. chief executive, sell¬ 
ing a large part of his holding 
in the newspaper publisher. 
He has exercised an option on 
500,000 shares at 61p. which 


LATE RUSH FAILS TO MATERIALISE 
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THE scrummage of shop¬ 
pers seen over the weekend 
in London's West End and 
at various city centres dot¬ 
ted around the country 
belies the fact that the 
retailers tills' have been 
drowned out by carol sing¬ 
ers. The shops may have 
been crowded, but there are 
still plenty of goods left on 
the shelves. Some estimates 
say it could be as much as 
£3 biilian. which means the 
new year sales will be 
brought forward. 

Many retailers had been 
hoping for a strong run-up 
to the crucial festive season, 
fuelled by a stream of 


building society windfalls. 
Disappointment was hard 
to conceal yesterday as 
shares in some of the lead¬ 
ing players fell by the 
wayside. Kingfisher 
dropped I 8 p to 825p. Great 
Universal Stores 14p to 
722p* Boots 15p to S 66 p, 
Sears l*zp to 49 1 zp. JJB 
Sports 14*2p to 644p, Argos 
7p to 545 l zp. Marks & 
Spencer 7p to 576p. and 
French Connection 7hp at 
375p. 

The sales may be good 
news for the consumer, but 
they will only add further 
pressure to the retailers 
margins. 
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ICIS-LOR (London tDOpra) 
CRUDE OILS ($/band FOB) 
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he sold along with a further 
[ 0.000 shares at around the 
!95p level. He still has options 
in a further 43Z895 shares at 
prices up to 229p. 

Newcomer Savoy .Asset 
Management marked time at 
114':p after weighing in with 
its first trading news since 
going public in October. The 
group said the second half 
should match the performance 
of the first six months. 

Eurotunnel continued to 
respond to the news that its 
concession had been extended 
by an extra 34 years with a rise 
of 7p at 64p. The concession, 
by both the British and French 
Governments, means it can 
operate the cross Channel link 
until the year 2086. 

Confirmation of the terms 
from Richemont, the Swiss 
holding company, for the 
oustanding 30 per cent of 
Venddme Luxury Group lift¬ 
ed the latter 16p to477 , 2p. It is 
paying 49Sp a share, valuing 
the company at £3.45 billion. 

As expected. Austin Reed 
has emerged as the bidder for 
Country Casuals, up 11’ 2 p at 
132‘2p. Reed, unchanged at 
lS 8 ' 2 p, is offering 135p for the 
troubled women’s fashion re¬ 
tailer. valuing the entire busi¬ 
ness at almost £26 million. 

The increased bid terms 
from Bupa lifted Care First 
17’ap to 169' 2 p. Bupa is now 
offering an agreed I70p a 
share, putting a price tag on 
the nursing homes group of 
£273 million. 

Betterware reacted to terms 
of the proposed £117 million 
management buyout with a 
rise of with a rise of lO^p at 
107* 2 p. 

Dresdner Klein wort Benson 
has turned bearish of 
Powerscreen. leaving the 
shares 25‘2p down at 614'ip. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond 
prices in London gave up 
ground late in the day. 
prompted by opening falls 
among US Treasury bonds in 
the face of the report from the 
Philadelphia Federal Reserve. 
Trading remained thin. 

In the futures pit. the March 
series of the long gilt finished 
five ticks lower at £ 121 1 2 in 
thin trading. 

In longs. Treasury S per cent 
2021 closed E 1 * off at E121 5 e. 
while Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
was £*32 easier at E101 J, 3r. 

□ NEW YORK: WaU Street 
was firm as technology shares 
continued to rebound after a 
sell-off based on Asia fears in 
recent sessions. By midday the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was 12.70 ahead at 7.768.99. 
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S*P Composite ___ 048,97 (+2.1*1) 
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FI5E All-share_2360.10 H-18) 

FTSE Non Flnudalc — 2370.90 1-085) 

FTSE Fixed [merest_134.44 (+0349 
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Bargains - - 43W3 
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RISES: 

DankaBsSys . 265p(+26p) 

Legal 4 Gen.515p{+35p) 

Blue Circle .315p (+21’43) 

Carrs MHIing . 258p (+11 ty) 

Vendome. 477>4)(+16p) 

Bank Scotland . 577p(+18p) 

TI.451'xp (+I2p) 

RioTmto . 718p(+18p| 

Salon Health. 505p (+11 

Smithkiine. 618p(+11p) 

FALLS: 

Scotia.265p (-52';p) 

Chirosdenca.216p (-IBp) 

Waste MgtlnH.1B2'rp (-lip) 

Cantab Pharms.64 Op (-25p) 

GEC . 384p(-11p) 

AB Food . 523p f-14'43) 

Blacks Lets .45Tzp (-12p) 
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Jun os _ 

OS JO 

05J0 

9US 

9JJ6 

141 

FTSE 100 

MwOS . 

S 0400 

5I05J) 

501300 

50S52) 

4483 


Previous open Inieresi 5S474 


MONEY RATES' 


Base Rato: Clearing Banks 7\ Finance Hse V. 


Discount Marius Loans: 0 might hi eh: 7'. 

Lower. 

Week fixed: 7 t 

Treasury Bills (Dis):Buy; 

2mrb7;JnjUl 7. SelJ; 

2 rmh 6*.3 mih; 6'.. 



1 nrih 

2 mth 

J mib 

b mth 

12 mih 

Prime Bank BDh (Dis^ 

7*u-r^ 

7"ir7Va 

TrV. 

7"w7 u e 


Sterling Money Rales 

T.vT'. 

7 n u-7", 

7"l-7'' u 

7--'u-7"« 

7*r-7S. 

Interbank- 

TrT'. 

7'"«.-7 n ,i 

7"u-7 T *« 

7"ir7"v 

7V7*.. 

Overnight, open T-. dose 7*.. 





Local Authority De^ 

V, 

n/a 

7- u 

7- u 

7"u 

Steriinf CDs: 

7’*w-7".i 

7'.-7". 

V.rV, 

7’* u -7"u 

. 7*it-7T 

Dollar CDs: 

5.93 

n/a 

5.79 

5.81 

5^7 

Building Society CDs 


7^11-7". 

7-v7»i. 

TwT'u 

7"o-7"u 

. EUROPEAN MO?4EXOS»OSfTSi(96) 


Currency 

7 day 

i mtti 

3 mill 

6 mth 

Can 

DoQar 

PrS 1 . 

5"ir , 'c 

5 VS*, 

Tr S’, 

Prri>. 

Deutadmuark: 

A'r-T, 

3»r3'» 

3*^3'. 

JV". 

4-3 

French Franc 

w. 

r-r-y- 


3'.-3'. 

J'rT. 

Swiss Franc 

IV, 

i-.-r. 

IV IT 

I'VIV 

IVT 

\eic 

V, 

VT 

W, 

V. 

l-par 


GOUa/PBEpiOUS METALS {ItottachBcQ/ 


BuHion: Open 5289.6029020 dose 5291 JO-291.70 High: S29IJ0-291.7Q 
Lok S2S9 JO-29CUD AA1: S29Q.45 PM: $29049 

Krngerrand: Snra (LI73iX>]7ti.oct 

PtatiflBm; 5353.01 IL2I2.151 Silver SWM (U&25I PaHadiasc J18200 (ET09.40J 


STERLING SPOTANDFOTTORD^ATES 


Mlu Ram far Dec 22 Range Ck»e 1 month 

Amsterdam- .U3S6-3J445 3.3356-3J39I I'-I'ipr 

Brussels- 61.08061203 61.08*61.182 24-l9pr 

Copenha^jen- 11278-11.305 ll.2r9-ll.2S9 v.pr 

Dublin..- I.I4I6-U493 1.1452-1.1474 IMpr 

FranUun- *9600-2.964* 29(0>2.9629 Hi nr 

Lisbon—- 302.0!-J03J9 XU.M-302.99 V.pr 

Madrid-- 250.57-25 U4 25at«-250JS8 61-5 Ipr 

Milan- 2901.9-29112 2901.9-2906.1 44-27pr 

Montreal- 22834-22894 22841-22863 063<J27pr l.l5-IJ06pr 

Veyi-York—.. IA630-I.6644 1-6630-1.6635 02260* 17pr 0.715-0.655pr 

Oslo.. 12.111-12.149 12.123-12.130 V.pr I'rlpr 

Parts-—.- 9 .w73^,9a 50 9.907*9.9154 3'r3‘ipr evfr'.pr 

SwcUiolm- 12.923-12.979 I2.43i>-12.916 V.pr l-W 

Tokyc-.- .— 21620217.56 216.73-217.03 lVl'.pr +3'ir 

Vienna- 20tC+2ag77 20827-20^47 V.pr 2'rlir 

ZurlcJl.. 2J«m-22Q52 22*94-2.3925 lVl'.pr 3*^3'ipr 

Seat re? ExfeI Premium - pr Discount • i 


3 month 
JW.pr 
62-55pr 
I'e-lpr 

46-«%ir 
2V2’.pt 
2'i-i’ipr 
178-159nr 
124-ICOpr 


Press ball hots up 


LOCAL and regional newspapers were once 
the Cinderellas of the publishing sector, beset 
by falling circulations. However, with two 
acquisitions announced yesterday, one might 
be tempted to think that they had become 
Christmas fashion accessories. 

In fact, yesterdays purchases by Johnston 
Press and Southern Newspapers of Home 
Counties Newspapers and the Bailey News¬ 
paper Group, respectively, form part of an 
industry consolidation trend as family-owned 
groups become absorbed by the bigger 
battalions. Circulations and advertising rates 
are on the rise as the economy and the job 
market improve. 

That makes it a smart time for Home 
Counties and Bailey to sell out Had they 
continued, they would have faced increased 

competition and pressure to invesr in their 


ri»w »n keep them looking up :o date. For 
ESSr B*SS. takeovers yield economies 0 
STir^iiehasmg. in sharing «■**» 

Newspaper* ■ 
Secular, what should Home CounnK 
chareholders do about the 70 per cen. share 
alternative’ Southern should be aole toi ta* 

BNG's profit from * e , ai TmSS‘S 
and Fred Johnston has demonstrated mat me 

to ao yet The shares look poicnfialft mOTe 
intCTesting than the cash. Manwtate he nevv 
vear should bring United’s disposal of is 
regional titles. More opportunity for indusfry 
^solidanon. but this marker is hoi and 
investors should be prepared to sell quickly 
on any sign of a weakening economy. 


Scotia 

IT IS sadly fitting that David 
Horrobin’s departure as Sco¬ 
tia’s chief executive should 
coindde with the company’s 
ultimate failure to persuade 
the UK authorities of the 
virtues of Tara bed c. Based 
on evening primrose oil, the 
diabetes drug was a victim of 
unconvincing results based 
on small and flawed clinical 
trials. In a difficult area like 
diabetic neuropathy, the en¬ 
thusiasm of Dr Horrobin 
and his supporters was, once 
again, not enough. 

The late announcement on 
Friday pushed Scotia’s 
shares down another 17 per 
cent to 265p yesterday. Eariy 
this year, they hit 735p. 
Tarabetic's problems 
launched this year’s rout in 
the biotech sector. Yet that 
apart Scotia has not had a 
bad year. Arguably, it se¬ 
cured the sector's best licens¬ 


ing deal with Foscan. its 
impressive light-activated 
cancer drug. It is about to 
benefit from the launch of a 
yoghurt with apparently 
huge promise as a dieting 
aid. And it has attracted 
heavyweight management 
in Rob Dow. the senior 
Roche executive who is re¬ 
placing Dr Horrobin. 

Investors face a nervous 


few months while Dr Dow 
carries out an examination 
of Scotia’s other clinical trial 
programmes. But he has 
satisfied himself with Foscan 
and the yoghurt launch is 
proceeding as pianned. 

Scotia is an unusual and 
high risk company. But for 
believers in biotech- it is. at 
265p. worth tucking away as 
part of a broader portfolio. 


MORE THAN DAMAGED NERVES 



l-;-1-r“-i-1-1 i J “ 

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Diamonds 

IMPLODING Far Eastern 
currencies have done huge 
damage to the diamond mar¬ 
ket. If demand for sparkling 
rocks fails to recover in that 
part of the world, it will test 
the resolve of one of the 
world’s greatest cartels. De 
Beers yesterday reported that 
sales were 4 per cent lower in 
1997, but the important figure 
was the 40 per cent decline in 
sales from the first half to the 
second half, an indication of 
the scale of De Beers's inter¬ 
vention to prevenr a prioe 
collapse. 

De Beers’s Central Selling 
Organisation is a price-fixing 
body that attempts to match 
supply and demand and 
prevent rough diamond 
prices from fluctuating wild¬ 
ly. But diamonds are a dollar 
commodity and the sudden 
fall in the yen and other 
Asian currencies has hurt the 
trade. The Japanese account 
for 30 per cent of retail 
diamond consumption, while 
Asia accounts for almost half; 


economic hardship and high 
prices are hurting consump¬ 
tion. 

The problem is that the 
CSO's onJy response seems to 
be to preserve the dollar price 
by reducing the flow of uncut 
diamonds. This is bad for 
jewellers and the retail trade 
who. logically, want to stimu¬ 
late demand with lower 
prices. Meanwhile, the org¬ 
anisation faces a threat from 
BHPand RioTmto, which by 
the end of the decade will be 
producing large quantities of 
diamonds from Canada and 
may or may not join the CSO. 
There is little economic logic 
in preserving this cartel, 
which mainly benefits expen¬ 
sive producers. If diamonds 
are to find more friends, the 
prices need to fall. 

Sketchley 

HOW can a company that 
makes £160 million in sales 
lose £10 million of profit 
through “accounting irregu¬ 
larities"? 

Since the black hole was 


discovered in Sketch ley’s 
books this summer, this 
question has troubled inves¬ 
tors and kepi the share price 
in decline. Now, seven 
months later, Sketchley 
would appear to be recover¬ 
ing. Its cable laying division 
— a strange stablemate for 
SuperSnaps — is bringing in 
the cash while tine dry clean¬ 
ing still struggles. This year 
the company is on course to 
make E7J million. 

But this is proving no com¬ 
fort to tile City. At 42hz p — the 
shares’ lowest price for 20 
years—no one seems tempted 
even though they sit on a ratio 
of 6.4 times this year's earn¬ 
ings and 45 rimes next year. 
On fundamentals, the shares 
do look cheap and are worth a 
punt on takeover speculation 
alone. But its long-term per¬ 
formance will be dictated by 
City confidence, and in the ab¬ 
sence of a bid, the company 
has much more to prove be¬ 
fore its shares are taken out of 
the sin bin. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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Hong Kong- 

_ 7.7490-7.7500 

Ireland- 

Italy 

1.4516-1.4536 
_1746.75-1747.25 

Japan-— 















-1.4UM4391 



— 0.6205+1.6345 
L8548-I.SS94 
13.642-13.942 

- - -041590-0.87(0 

Finland markka-8^9009.0310 

Greece drachma_461.75-47125 

Hong Kong dollar_118943-119037 

India rupee--- 64-5665.86 

Indonesia rupiah_-_n/a 

Kuwait dinar KD_O50I5OJI25 

Malaysia ringgit_6J55P6J754 

New Zealand dollar_18717-24769 

Paid sum rupee--71.75 Buy 

SaudJ Arabia rtyal -5.995061300 

Singapore dollar-17857-2.7899 

s Africa rand (com)_ 8.01908.1880 

U A E dirham- 60475-6.1335 

Barclays Treasury ’ Umds Bank 


31 

1300 

UoydSTSB 

7300 

A5DAGP 

9.0CD 

LucasVaiUy 

-LSOO 

Abbey Nil 

77S 

Maries Spr 

W 

Altaic? & Lefc 445 

NalWtt Bk 

2.400 

Allied Dorn 

467 

Nar Grid 

2 .SCO 

AB Foods 

392 

Nat Power 

2300 

BAA 

2300 

Xexl 

1^30 

BAT Inds 

4J00 

Norwich Un 

1.400 

BC 

11300 

Nyond Amer 191 1 

BOC 

1.400 

OrurtKC 

429 

BP 

4,900 

P«0 

571 

BSkyB 

2.400 

Pearson 

1300 

BTR 

9.400 

PtrwerGcn 

1300 

BT 

AMJ 

Prudential 

2.100 

Bk of Scot 

IriOO 

RMC 

707 

Barclays 

3,100 

RaUtncfc 

7« 

41W 

1.400 

Sank Group 2.700 1 

BlllUon 

2JQ0 

ReckUtCoI 

835 

Blue Circle 

4.700 

Reed Ini] 

1300 

Boou 

2.100 

Remo Ml 

?.Ttn 

BAc 

52S 

Reuters 

1600 

BA 

3JOO 

Rio Tin to 

1,900 

British Land 1,800 

Roils Royce 

32)00 

Brtt Steel 

5.700 

Royal & Sun 2X00 

Cable wire 

1^00 

Royal BK 5a 3,500 

Cadbury 

+200 

Safeway 

4,100 

Cartton Crra 

2.400 

Salnsbuiy 

2.100 

Centrica 

8,400 

Schroders 

84 

Cm Union 

443 

Scot« New 

891 

Diageo 

8.900 

Scot Power 

2.600 

Dixons 

IhOO 

svm Trent 

6+1 

EMI 

SSO 

Shell Trans 1IJS» 

Energy Gp 

323 

Slebe 

Ul 

Enrerpr Oil 

616 

SmKJ Bch 

3300 

GKN 

457 

smiths unis 

312 

GRE 

932 

sid chartd 

1300 

GUS 

1.200 

sun ure 

J71 

Gen acc 

902 

Tl Gp 

3300 

Gen Elec 

3^00 

Tesco 

3300 

Glaxo Well 

3AOS 

Thames W 

1.700 

Granada 

ZSOO 

Toniktaifa 

1.900 

HSBC 

2300 

Unilever 

3300 

Halifax 

4300 

Uld UUlhfes 

1.100 

Havs 

250 

Uid News 

604 

ICI 

iJOO 

Vodafone 

9.100 

Kingfisher 

1300 

Whitbread 

920 

LASMO 

1J00 

Williams 

474 

Lad broke 

782 

Wolseky 

542 

Land Sees 

578 

Woolwich 

2.100 

Legal & Go 

i^OQ 

Zeneca 

721 


Dec22 DteW 
noddey ctac 


AMP Inc 40. 40 

AXCKCorp 1245. 12ft 
at ft t nr. 

Ahboa lain • 455 6ft 
Adtanod Micro ir. is 1 . 
acto Ufe 665 67". 

Ahmmwn {HR M>» to>» 

Air Trod • Chen 77\» 77 
AbToach Comm 38*5. W. 
AlbrtWT* US. fPu 
Alcan Ahunrun 
Allied Signal 
Atom Co of Am 
Amanda Hem 
AEP 

Amer DtpRM 
Atner Geni corp 
Amer Home Pr 
Amer Irui 
Amer Stores 
Am erStan dard 
Ameriiw± 

Amgen 
Amoco 
Andrew emp 
AnhemerBusdi 


rr. 

355 

W. 

505 

52 


Apple Computer 
Arthur Daniels 
Armen 

Armume wrid 
Asacco 
AU Richfield 
Airnel Corp 
Auto Dau Pm 
Awry Dennison 
Aron Products 
Baker Hushes 
Batdm Gas a El 
Banc One 
BankAmalca 
Bank of NY 
Bankers Tr NT 
Bamm Banb 
Banach « lomb 
Baxter loll 
Bean Dtcbun 
Bell AdanUc 
Bdismuh 
Blade ft Decker 
Block (HARJ 

Boeing 

Bo lie Ostade 
Boston Sdrn 
Bristol Myn Sq 

Browning Ferris 
Brunswick 


CPC bul 
CSX 

CHS corp 
Campbell soap 
Carotins par 
Case corp 
Orerplllar 
Comal« sw 
champion irui 
Chase Manhai 
Cfeenon Corp 
Ouysler 
CluiH) Carp 
agna Corp 
Cmcorp 
Oonx 

Coastal Corp 
Coca Cola 
Coca Cola Lru 
CWgate-Palm 
Colombia Cia 

CoiumbiaHCA 
Compaq Comp 
Comp An Ini 
Conagra 
Com Ed ton 
Com Vat Gas 
Cooper ] rub 
Co routes 
Coming Inc 
CwUr credit 
Cresur Ftnl 
Crown Cork 
Dana Corp 
Oxytoa Hudnn 
Deere 

Delia Air Una 
Deluxe corp 
DlRlIBl Equip 
Dillard Dept Si 
Dtuwy (Wait) 
Dominion Res 
Doodles Qua 
dovk corp 
Dow Chemical 
Dow I ones 
Dresser 
Duke Wren 
Dun a Biddies 
Do Pom 
Eauman Olefli 
Eastman Kodak 


V'. 

355 
TV. 

515 
5D5 
86 *. 

SJ*. S35. 
745. Jft 
IQS'. 1CM5 
3»» 195. 
yr. W5 
MV m 

ST, SZ5 
W. 
2Pa 2Z5 
425, 42'. 
13'. 13" 


215 

4". 

735 


21 '. 

ft 

745 


105 103 

W- SJ”. 
B5. 285 
se. w. 
415 415. 
5*5. 58“« 
4T. 4y. 
275. 2b>> 
43>. 435. 
HR'. 1085 
745 74>. 
34". 34*a 
W. 77‘. 
1645 isr- 
i rr. 12 *-. 
7S5, 7J5 
60 595 

tt 65 1 . 
34 1 . 13", 
67”. fi85 
765 W. 
». 285 
S3 ST. 
505 SO 
J4“. 3S5. 
W. 

W. 585 
4T. 4B5. 
W. 795 
VP. JS5 
415 4V. 

SS". itTn 

«■- ae. 

« 445 

oc. 6S5. 
555. 555 
115V lib". 
34*. 31 
375 375 

3TV Jl". 
W. 9S". 

4IV 41V 
3S5 365 

345 345 
97 965 

n*- S35 
40 

Sft. 54 1 . 
»i 305 
5T. 56. 
585 575 
S75 SSV 


Dec 22 Dec 19 
midday dose 


S*. 

+pi. 

43". 

Sft 

IB*. 

39". 

ZTj 

r. 

ecv 

6P. 

58V 

565 


Earn Corp 
Edison UU 
Sea Daa lys 
Emerson Elec 
Engefiaid Qnp 
Enron Qnp 
Entergy 
Ethyl Qnp 
Exxon 
FMCCorp 
FPL Group 
Federal Express 
PH* nilrd Bane » 
fkrt Ftol Grp 73*. 
Fluor COtp 
Font Motor 
fon James 
Fortune Brands 
Franklin Res 
GTE Corp 
Cmuiar 
Gap Inc Del 
Gateway 2000 

Gen Dynamics 
Gen Electric 
Gen Him 
Gen Moron 
Gen Relnsiuance Jot. 
Gen Signal 415 
Genuine Pans 33 


W. 
255 
42V 
Sft 
17. 
405 
27 ■» 

a 

eo5 

63", 

585 

5tfi 

7». 

73V 

yr. 

455 

385 

36*. 

8 ft 

SCV 

58V 

SJ5 

335 

845 

73V 

72’. 

»'i 

JOT, 

405 

ST, 


21*. 

zr. 

Gcrogfe Pro 

6ft 

Mr. 

77 

76 

GJIksrc 

Off. 

9T*. 

19*. 

IV. 

Glaxo Write ADR 4P. 

40*. 

56". 

SS>. 

Gooditdi (BFI 

415 

41'. 

4ft 

tr. 

GooUyaar Tire 

tr. 

62*. 

Sft. 

w. 

Gmi Lafcs 

44V 

47. 

or. 

41 1 . 

HtOHbumm 

4ft 

49'w 

xrv. 

37. | 

Harcoun Geoerel 

S3*. 

57'. 

54T 

54 

Heinz (HI) 

51'. 

5J 

77. 

73*. ; 

Hercules 

4ft. 

47>. 

57*. 

S5T | 

Henliey H»d> 

vr. 

60 

IIS'. 

1 ITT 

Hrwten ndaad 

far. 

61 %. 

7ft 

69“. 

HUuro Hotels 

27 

26% 

W". 

JS*. 

Home Depot 

56*. 

Sff, 

fr. 

fr. 

Homesuke Mag 

9>< 

9". 

so. 

SO*. 

HoiKywell 

67T 

67. 

<w. 

fry. 

Housebold ind 

izr. 

130% 

56S 

Sft 

Houston Ends 

Zff. 

24*. 

yr. 

». 

Humana 

Ift 

19*. 

45 1 . 

45S 

rrr com 

Sft 

79“. 

4ff. 

4ft* 

Ikon Office 

26*. 

26*. 

zr. 

Jft 

till noli TOol 

56S 

56*1 

IT. 

4P. 

lUbwv* 

25 

2*"» 

91’. 

91 ■» 

INCO 

17*. 

17*. 

35". 

35“ « 

matron Rand 

39*. 

39% 

2ff. 

» 

Inland Sled 

16'. 

Iff. 

m 

9P. 

Intel Corp 

71% 

70 


IBM 
rod nar 6 Fr 
bid Paper 
Jhnsn 6 Jlnun 
KeliogB 
Kcrr-McGee 
Klmberly-CUxlc 
Kmut 

RjitgU-SUder 
uny (EU) 

timliaii InC 
Uscoln Nat 
IMon 

la OaiBoTTK 


1015 
485 
43V 
b ft 
4»V 
63V 
4S>. 

1IV 
515 
665 
23“* 
74-w 
ST 1 . 
41 


102 
48°. 
425 
MJ- 
W. 
635 
47V 
IIV 
515 
6 ty. 
2J-. 
7ft 
57". 
405 


Locxbeed Martin 4S5 or. 


18V 

435 

34V 

wv 

73V 

sm 

si 

36 1 - 

46>. 

vr> 

285 

yr- 

605 

1045 

tr. 

w. 

ITT. 


Inulstana Pac 
MD comm 
Manpower Inc 
Marrtotr mt 
Manli 81 MiCUui 
Masco Crop 
May Dept Si 
M«W« CUns 
Mcbonlda 
MoGraw mu 
Mead Corp 
Medians corp 
Medtronic 
Mellon Bk 
Men* Inc 
Mercury pro 
Merrill Umcn - 

MkrosoQ _ 

Mlnmou Mine ST. 
“tag* 215 

MOM Qnp 
Monsanto 
Morgan UP) 

Monroii me 
Myian uot 
noil Semi 
Nad Service ind 
rtartsiar lai 
NT Tlnies a 
towmwu Mng 
Nike B 
nq indm mn 

Nordatrom 
Norfolk sdun 
Nrhn Stole Pvr 
Nmwest corp 
Ocddenca] Pot 
OfBEM 


715 

3)V 

lift 

57. 

10 ". 

itfV 

•155 

235 

615 

29 

395 

12 °. 

S65 

305 

56". 

36°. 

». 

27. 


iav 

¥/. 

w. 

675 

7?t. 

515 

525 

355 

4srv 

705 

27*. 

3*V 

50 

59". 

iar» 

ov 

69»- 

ta". 

S35 

215 

715 

41V 

JI 6 

585 

IV. 

26V 

49. 

235 

MV 

285 

«5 

17. 

H>. 

305 

57. 

37V 

». 

215 


Dee — Dec N 
midday dote 


235 23 V 

34*. 34- 
?F. SS. 
705 Tri. 
365 56 1 . 

23V ZT. 
H5 54 V 
IS 1 , sv 

*>. ’3 V 

MV 345 
205 2T. 
«"» 44*. 
24V 23". 
WV 6C*i 
toV 
3P. 345 
735 72'. 

30 


48 


Oryx Energy Co 
Owens Coming 
PPG Industries 
PM7 Croup 
PNC Bank 
PPS1 Km 
Pacsar Inc 
PadOcorp 
Pac Enterprues 
Paine Webber 
Pad Corp 
Parka Hannifin 
Pftn Energy 
Penney HO 
Fennzrii 
Peprico 
Pltrer 

Pbirm a Up)im xf 
Phelps Dod@: 

Ptuiip Monti 
Phillips Pet 
Pitney Bowe, 

Polaroid 

Procter A Gmbl 
Providian 
Pub sen e a g 
Q uaker Oats 
Kainon Purina 
Reyetwra Crop 
Keebok InU 
Bd la ia ar FUi 
Reynolds Metals 
Rockwell lntl 
Robm A Haas 
Royal Dutch 
Rubbermaid 
SBC Camim 
Safeco crop 
St Paul's Co, 

Sara Lee Crop _ . 

SdKtlne Plsugh 59V so". 
SdUumbeijw 74“_ 74' 
Seagram 
Sean Roebuck 
Sbelf Trans 
Shetwln Wilms 
5lUa)n Gnpnies 
SnapOn-TtMs 
Sonthem Co 
Somhuuo 
Spitni Corp 
Stanley Wona 
Sun Company 
Sun Mtrosys 


47". 

W5 SJT. 
4*5 4* 

795 Iff, 
435. 415 
WV 20". 
MV 

915 91V 

4lv 41V . 
285 2ft 
>». 3»V 
S9*. 585 
5ft 515 
Off. B95 
53 V S3 

24 zr. 

TS 1 . 75-V 
475 47. 
83". 8J. 
55*. 55*. 




v;-. 



415 

47. 

25“. 


245 

off'.. 


42 


m 

42'. 

425 

265 

13 

435 

24 

Bffl 

565 


71 '. 


SonrruH 

Supervalu 
Synow n Fin 
Sysco Crop 

TRW trie 

TIG Hklgs 
Tandy Crop 37 

Temple Inland 515 
Tma Kealtbcare 315 


n 1 . 

405 40 . 

325. 17, 
46*. 46*1 
535 SJV. 


THincco 
Texaco 
Texas mu 
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For whom did the light go 

oat at Ronson? Question 6 What do you get if yon pour Guinness into Grand Metropolitan? Question 27 




career at Barlow 
Walker or M&S? Question 24 



WEIK2 

BAKED 

BEANS 





Who decided he had had enough of 
baked beans? Question 17 


made 


* 



1. -Which noted firebrand and 
rebel told curremy specula-■ 
tors it was their duty to Wow 
fixed exchange rates apart 
apce fte European, currency 
became a reality? (Clue: the 
answer is neither George 
Soros nor ." Mahathir 
Mohamad). 

2. >Which retail star opened a 
children's - boutique . to ~ flie. 
King’S Jtoad.ancf tium attempt- 
ed'-a comp^ack takeove^ of the , 
company thath&d originally 

sa^cedhim?'7’- • 

3. ! Why did a mummified 
pifcmy cause a stir in file City? 

4:;'Which TV mogul quit the- 
industry for a life of leisure at 

lyfirm? ' --- 


Times writers trawl back through the business year 
in search of questions fit to test your knowledge 


at* 


^courted by, several big institu¬ 
tions when he fell out with its 
. German management? 

10. XXX by XXX was the. 

typically, .^a-effapng, autobi- 
,ogr^hy.^pubiished,tKs .year' 
by whim American media' 
magnate? ’ . 

11. Which Tory, grandee was 
being heavily tipped in-the 
summer as the new chairman 
of GEG. appst stffl vacant as 
the year dosed? 


12. Match up the happy loving 
couples; Coopers & Lybrand, 
Ernst & Young, KPMG, Price 
Waterhouse. 

13. Hie new City super-watch- 
dog is called (a) the Tinandi^ 
• Regulatory Group (b) die Fi¬ 
nancial Services Authority (c) 
the Financial Services Group 
d) toe Super-SIB e) the Child 
Support Agency? 

14i Name the star footballer 
whoseinjury was an own goal 


for the share price of his 
football dub? 

15. Which former England 
cricket star is currently using 
his spinning skills to guide a 
quoted vehide investing in the 
Philippines? 

16. Which former motor rac¬ 
ing champion steered his com¬ 
pany to a stock market 
flotation? 

17. Which former rugby inter¬ 


national dedded he had had 
enough of baked beans? 

18. Which Rugby League club 
became the first to Boat chi 
AIM? 

19. Which quoted football dub 
found itself relegated into 
administration? 

20. Which takeover bid was 
scuppered by a secret film of 
documents being handed over 
in a suburban car park? 


5. Winch celebrity chef Was 
hired by Granada to ginger up 
the restaurants at its Forte 
hdtds? 

6- Name the framer celebrity 
undertaker whose career- at 
Ronson. toe lighter maker, 
was abruptly extinguished. • 

7. Andffie nwdHnafried boss. 
wijoserairear at United Utili¬ 
ties /was suddenly -under 
water?. 

8. And the safling-mad mer- 
.cbani banker now serving 


"England? 

9. WKh* City merchant bank 
finally won the hand of Simon 
Robertas, the farmer head of 
DieahKT Kleinwort Benson 
and <Sy heavy hitter who was 



Was it Kevin Keegan, Lord Moyne or Neville Chamberlain who was most trusting? Question 23 


21. Which football dub direc¬ 
tor and former brewer was 
deprived of his Liberty? 

22. Which Prince failed to take 
possession of his Princess, 
despite months of courtship? 

23. Who said: “I thought, these 
are decent people. I shall trust 
them.*? (a) Neville Chamber¬ 
lain; (b) Kerin Keegan ; (c) 
Lord Moyne. 

24. Where did Roger Levitt 
begin his career? (a) Barlow 
Clowes; (b) Slater Walken (c) 
Marks & Spencer 

25. The Guinness Report: 
How Jong did it take, how 
many pages does it run to, and 
how much did it cost? (a) 11 
years, 309 pages, £3.1 million; 

(b) 15 years, 900.000 pages. £5 
million; (c) 20 years. 5 pages, 
£12 million. 

26. What momentous event 
did the Serious Fraud Office 
celebrate this year? (a) Staff 
received their first Christmas 
hampas; (b) Express lifts 
were installed at Elm House; 

(c) It achieved convictions in 10 
out of 10 fraud trials. 

27. What is the name created 
by Guinness and Grand Met¬ 
ropolitan for their newly 
merged company? (a) Diageo; 
(b) Vesuvio; (c) Lothario. 

Compiled by Martin Waller. 
Jason Nissi and Jon 
Ashworth. 

Answers will be published 
in The Times Business sec¬ 
tion on Boxing Day 



CAREERS danT: come much shorter 
*ban fcis. Gterard Wainwright. ap¬ 
pointed chief executive of Care First 
cm December 13. could be queueing 
up at the. DSS by the New Year. 
1,T-W “' * * ax the DSS, because. 


■ .arouad anotber. but yon know what I 
TPtneaai Yesterday’S agreed bid for the 

imraa hntwN! grpop from Bupa 
means & tculd be out of a job. if the 
now owners decide to run the show 
tiiemsjfaea vAral no pay-off. because 

■ he vat feougta in on a one-month 


rolling contract “I insisted on no 
contractual obligations on the part of 
the company — I.got involved in the 
knowledge that a bid was on the 
table. They insisted on one month," 
he saw, which must have given the 
neg o tiations with the head-hunters a 
sunreal air. 

The business be sold in 1993 was 
..Britain's biggest hospital bedmaker, 
and healthcare remains his first love. 
We reminisce briefly about the days 
when his biggest competitor in the 
hospital bed business doubted.up, 
perversely., as a civil engineer. 



Goose cooked EMU on song 



“Whb told you a woman’s 
bea friend was socks?. 


D THE Salomon Brothers name no 
longer, existing after the merger with 
Smith. Barney, the American invest - 
mentbankwas left with various bits ■ 
of corporate merchandise. — gym' 
bags, golf balls and, for some reason, 
a large number of those fashionable 
fleay tops — Stitt carrying it The 
bank has just auctioned these, rais¬ 
ing EJOjOOOfor the Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Belief Fund. There was some 
spirited secondary dealing, too. after 
someone from equities'cornered the 
market in golf balls and fixed income 
. snapped up all thefleeq? tops. 

Heavy weather 

JOHN KETTELEY. the former War¬ 
burg merchant banker who chairs 


Country Casuals, is hoping for. a 
quid; week, having just pulled off his 
third deal in ten days. A bleary 
Kettetey recalls that a big disposal ten 
days ago by Eleco, chairman J 
Kettetey, was followed by a disposal 
by BIT, chairman ditto, late last 
week. Then Country Casuals was 
bought by Austin Real yesterday. He 
emphasises the contributions of his 
various colleagues but admits: “It 
wasn’t much ton getting up at six 
o'clock and getting to bed at half past 
four." Ketidey is chairman of a 
fourth company, Prolific Income 
Trust Anything happening there 
over toe next few-days, perhaps? 

He sounds appalled, as if the idea 
has only just occurred to him. “No. 
But if something does, I think my 
wife is going to have something to say 
about it” 


AS the old year dibs away, what 
news of an old friend of this column, 
die disgraced German property ty¬ 
coon Jurgen Schneider?The one-time 
from justice, whose colourful 
was that the banks must 
have known he was a crook, as no 
one could have been so stupid as to 
believe him, will today learn of his 
sentence. In a folksy and heartfelt 
plea at the end of the six-month trial, 
Schneider has begged the judge to let 
him walk free, saying he would like 
nothing more than to spend Christ¬ 
mas at home in Frankfurt earing 
goose with his family. The prosecu¬ 
tors are in less festive mood. 
.Schneider has also come dean on 
another vital matter. The famed tou¬ 
pee, about as convincing as his de¬ 
fence, has gone. 


KPMG Management Consulting has 
produced a festive variant of The 
Twelve Days of Christmas — wily it's 
all about EMU1 "On the first day of 
EMU, KPMG warned me: therell 
soon be a single currency." Oh, we 
Laughed around here, 1 can tell you. 1 
will spare you more. (Or I might re¬ 
produce the whole thing in the New 
Year, if Santa is not very, very good to 
me). But I have a snap of Michael 
Litttechikl, a partner, giving a rendi¬ 
tion. I leave it to you to deride how 
much he is enjoying the experience. 

Martin Waller 


□ WHEN you run a group like The 
Mirror with all that colourful history 
behind it, the last peopleyou want to 
tangle with are the Inland Revenue. 
So David Montgomery, Mirror chi ' 
executive, yesterday did a bit of d 
naneial spring cleaning, selling 
SlOfiOO shares at I95p, largely to 
meet liabilities incurred under new 
legislation that requires payment in 
advance of half the bill for the latest 
gainson options. Monty is Sitting out 
the two big Christmas media auc¬ 
tions, the sale of IPC by Reed Elsevier 

and United's disposal of its remain¬ 
ing regional newspapers. 




It’s not just 
the thought 
that counts 


E xactly how did your 
office, once the corpo¬ 
rate nerve centre, 
come to resemble an Argos 
catalogue showrooom? As 
you survey the motley coflec- 
tion of leather jotters, foun¬ 
tain pens, branded wind¬ 
cheater jackets, Waterford 
crystal and cuddly toys the 
answer dawns on you; some¬ 
one, somewhere is trying to 
say thank you. 

Along with countless oth¬ 
er businessmen and women 
you are the target of a 
concerted marketing drive 
which climaxes at about this 
time of year in a stampede of 
calf-skin desk diaries. Long 
regarded as a dumping 
ground for cheap merchan¬ 
dise the idiosyncratic corpo¬ 
rate gift industry is striving 
to rid itself of its "freebie" 
image and enter the market¬ 
ing mainstream as a viable 
method of winning custom¬ 
er loyalty. 

George Hayward, who as 
chairman of the British Ad¬ 
vertising Gift Association 
represents the middlemen in 
the exchange process, says 
"gifting" remains a cheap 
and effective way of build¬ 
ing that all-important one- 
to-one relationship 
"If advertising is like 
grapeshot then tins is sniper 
fire. You’re never certain 
with advertising, but send 
them a gift and you know 
you're getting your message 
through to that individual." 
he says. 

The association estimates 
the market is worth £500 
millio n a year in the United 
Kingdom. That figure is set 
to rise as companies send 
fewer, but higher-quality 
items rather than flood the 
market with mediocre 
merchandise. 

Gill Thorpe, director at 
The Sourcing Team, a com¬ 
pany specialising in promo¬ 
tional merchandise, says: 
"These days people tend to 
concentrate on quality rath¬ 
er than on quantity. People 
can work out the cost of 
things very quickly so ifs 
better to go for something 
with added value, some¬ 
thing that they wont neces¬ 
sarily know the price of." 

T-shirts and cheap cut- 
glass tumblers may still be 
the preferred medium for a 
mass, promotion, but to 
make a real impact com¬ 
panies are tailoring gifts to 
suit the needs of the individ¬ 
ual customer. 

No longer can the indus¬ 
try favourite — a black 
leather diary discreetly em¬ 
bossed with the company 
logo — be relied upon as the 
best vehide for your mess¬ 
age. With some 50 million 
diaries — two for every adult 
in the country — sent to 
companies each year, only 
the diary that cuts a dash 
wins the day. 

Colin Cowan, managing 
director of diary maker 
Castdli UK, says: “When 
you advertise, your ad 
should be unique; and the 


same goes for your compa¬ 
ny’s diary." 

More companies are ask¬ 
ing for different colours, 
materials and radical de¬ 
signs to give their diaries, a 
fighting chance of staying 
on the recipient’s desk and 
not landing in the bin. "The 
En glish mink the diary 
should be staid and black 
but things are changing. 
What would you rather 
have, case really individual 
diary or five black leather 
ones?" says Mr Cowan. 

Does anyone want them 
at all? Everyone does it but 
no one really knows why, or 
whether it even works. 

The giving and receiving 
of gifts is a sensitive subject 
ana shrouded in secrecy. 
Measurement of effective¬ 
ness is virtually impossible: 
Donors Tardy divulge how 
much they give away and 
whether it works. Likewise, 
those who regularly receive 
gifts are unwilling to date 
them for fear of being 
branded churlish. 

Gifting has slowly, but 
surely, woven its way into 
die fabric of business life. 
Yet despite the boon report¬ 
ed by the industry, many 
companies still regard the 
line between a corporate gift 
and bribery as one they 
would prefer not to tread. 
Mobil, for example, forbids 
employees from accepting 
gifts or entertainment worth 
more than £35 or I percent 
of that person’s monthly 
salary. 

One high street bank has 
a room in its Gty headquar¬ 
ters nicknam ed Aladdin's 
Cave, where gifted merchan¬ 
dise is stored and then sold 
off at auction. 

Others simply don’t want 
yet another paperweight on 
their desk. "I'm having to 
say to people ‘look. I'm not 
doing business with you 
because you give me a gift 
box set of port and cheese — 
nice though that may be. I'm 
with you because you give 
me good service’," says the 
sales director of a 
small engineering company 
who wanted to remain 
anonymous. 

A s with any advertis¬ 
ing medium it can 
fall victim to poor 
targeting. Most companies 
aim their gift marketing at 
the highest tier of a compa¬ 
ny’s management. They 
should lower their sights, 
says an unnamed Ford deal¬ 
ership fleet sates manager 
who spends £25,000 a year 
on gifts. 

“There is often no point in 
hitting the decision maker. 
Once he has made that 
decision be walks away 
from it for another two 
years, leaving the running of 
the business to a team of 
minions beneath him. They 
arc the ones you have got to 
hit But at the end of the day 
you can’t buy loyalty." 

Julian Lee 
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Policyholders accept management 
costs, but what of mismanagement? 


From Mr W. M. Roberts 
Sir. You gave prominence to 
the report of the Financial 
Services Authority on the Pru¬ 
dential Corporation (Business 
News. December 17). 1 am not 
one of those who was a victim 
of mis-selling of pension poli¬ 
cies but 1 shall, from next year, 
be dependent in part on annu¬ 
ities provided by retirement 
annuity policies. 

Contributors to polities ac¬ 
cept that they have to incur the 
costs of managing the funds 
they subscribe. 

In the case of polities with 
mutual societies, there is, it 
seems, no one to bear the costs 
of compensating those who 
were sold the wrong polities, of 
ascertaining who should be 
compensated and the “fines" 
levied by the regulators other 
than policyholders themselves. 

In the case of companies 


none of these costs should fall 
on policyholders but should be 
borne by the shareholders 
who own the business and 
have it in their power to 
ensure that the directors pro¬ 
vide skilled management and 
appropriate compliance proce¬ 
dures. What steps is the Finan¬ 
cial Services Authority taking 
to ensure that holders of 
polities with companies bear 
only the costs of managing 
their polities and not the costs 
of "mismanaging" their mar¬ 
keting and sales operations in 
a way which has given rise to 
the need for compensation and 
its associated costs? 

Yours faithfully, 

W.M. ROBERTS. 

Brock House, 

Manor Lane. 

Great Chesterford, 

Saffron Walden, 

Essex. 


Letters to the 77«e Times Business section may be sent by fax 
to 0171782 5112 or fay e-mail to: lctters&theri mex.m uk 


Michael Litrlechfld: 
only 12 days to go 
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Forget Dow. Invest in Frnest. 


Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialist 

Roles i» available at aclvctetl Errol Jonn alocLixr. 
For more informarioa call 0181 905 9000. 
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28 ARTSTHEATRE 


THE TIMES TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 199 



LONDON 

MESSIAH The 2S0-c-!f«'g Goldsmith'•& 
Choral Ilmen combine lt*M9 wSi 
Lorujcn PruaiiiFX^ic Oicrrtlra !v tfw 
It.rfitwul pts-CHnsiroas wrtqmrar* o' 
HjodgJ'o OfSIOnO ChWISlS 

inelixio Mary Hsgwty -v-i An.-*. 

Cirans 9non V/ngfir conducts 
Albert HaB Kensington Gom S'™ 7 
,0171-SS98S1^ Tonight. 7 Mem S 
A mate modesi-scate f.fcisJh can be 
grtjoyob as Slap-**" Lavlon and rm 
jezlamcd '■real KKont* Pol«rfuny. 
bdahcb sv Iiv.tnjrrenl.il 5*00p ClAZOnA 
r^cweiho work Aftsanguisred lineup 
cl soicwsi indudcs Eiwna KUrty. Hws 
Bonnun ano John Mar 1 . Amstey 
St John's SmiihScean- SW110171- 
10611 Tonigsi. 7 3<£m 
gPITALHELDS FESTIVAL: A ixwefl 
By the Jj.l'jl Company pi Singers 
dieted bv Pei* 9road!)Crt :*arures 
cotTpoSions atspsed by Maiwiry 
, jfjgro I/Wi ib5 Renalr-sarwe music a' 
Victoria art 'Vibneii Ihe ZOlh-scrtury 
work; otPoufcnc art Baiter The 
programme also ORffl S a -.vctK! wemerc 
.ji a wart, tv Judtin 'A'Oif Uturv.3i0 
.Jerusalem 

Christ Church Commercial Sitter El 
[01 7 «-577 0287i Tanspm 6 30poi 

WILLIAM TELL: 7T-? Jtiraid-winning 
fJatm.il Theatre Company gives « 
■jeision of how floss 1 " 1 ' 1 same to 
comwsc his open about the Swiss 
ttaco VWiaokvprefts bc3ne charatleis 
anO situiUorrs and sn"od muMoanship. 
lorn pan or the company s unique 
poitorrunc* V,V Drettor 'S John 
AbutaM. wUi Ralph O-Anci> doubling 
•IS Tell and me liatoiri composer hum 
.vtic.n mo muse rs bonoi'.ed 
Purcell Boom South Bank. Sc 1 
(0171.060^21 TongM. 3pm 

ELSEWHERE 

BIRMINGHAM: The City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orhcestra 

and 'rcuin Choruses under S/nan 


■ APT Ron Cook Noel Hav«> and 
Malcolm Worry in m>S anmpir orwlly 
ir.ieieiiinjdianvi atc.it inendship. 
urspoVon i-'jir.rmerrr and an almost all- 
while pamwg 

Wyndhnm's Charing ClOB Rosd. 

VVCS10171-3091738) Tue-Sat Spri- 

mars Ww 3pm Sa: and Sun Spm 

C BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Disney's film 'umed inio a hit Sr'ijCA-aJ 
musoial JiUie-Alanah 6/*gnren and 
Aiasdair Han/ev as me loads, with 
support irom the ij-esol Der<H GnlfcfhJ 
and Norman RftMinfl'on 
Dominion Tcnciiham Court Road IV l 
iO|-tJr66l>i0i Uon-5.iL 7 30pm. mai 
jjl 2 3C(»n 

B DAVID COPPERFIELD Liable 
compres-wwi >ob on Dickens 
Inmgiiinc ser and a nch cast o' 

•Kcetme ctvnctn Danwn Matthews 

plays Daws 

Greenwich. Creams Hill SEiOiOtSt- 
65? 7755i fAin-5al 7 45prn. mal Sat 
2 30pm rTrd^wx+ TJI3 Dec IS. 

2 30pm. Dec 22.26.27.29.3pm. Jan 
15 2 30pm Until January 24 Ifi 

B THE FRONT PACE Alur. 

Armsuorvj and Gritl Rh>i Jonas play 
hMd4V>sed edrror and ace >epo>tor. 
leading a toueh cas'm Sam Mondes s 
voduaion .at Oie ciasac Ben 
HecW.tChanos MacAntvir comedy 
Donmar Warehouse. Earth.am Suoei 
VVC2 10171-369 1732! Mw-Sai 
7 30pm mats Wod and Sat 3om |£| 

B THE GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR 

jwathan h^r.i deeds Tom Hoirantfei as 
the presumed mspeiyor. Bnan Murphy 
as his seruam and lari McDiarmid as die 
devious M avw n Gogol's saiiro 

Almeida Thoatra ioa AlmedaSueeL 


NEW RELEASES 

CLOSE4JP: Impoverished rnan poses 
as -an Iranian film director F.i£dnaimg 
and hunvarva drama, based on truth. ‘ 
tram Abbas KJaiosiam 
ICA|S 10171-930 36471 Rio 10171-254 
667Tj 

♦ GEORGE OF TEC JUNGLE (IJ) 
Tarrancsque hero imps romance in 
America. Passable romp based on the 
TV cartoon senes, with Brendan Fraser 
and Lesfe Mann 

Greenwich (0181-235 30051 Odoonx: 
Camden Town iOlfll-315 425S1 
Kensington (0181 -315421*1 Marble 
Arch (0T31-315 4216) Virgin*: Chetana 
(0171-352 60961 Troeadsro IS (0181- 
970 60151UC1 Whfieleys £) <0990 
8883901 Warner ® (0171-437 *3*3) 

♦ HOME ALONE 3 iPGl Anoiher 
Christmas, another ltd left alone 10 fighi 
mnudeis Unappeafing sequel vmha 
different r,4etAJexD Lrcianda 
i>jghiredge Dnoccv. RajaGosnoti 
ABC Baker St t0!7l-935 9772) 
Odoons: Camden (0181-315 j255i 
M arfafe Arch (01 Bl -315 4216) Ritzy 
10171-737 21211UCI WNteteyi S 
(09908889901 Virgins: Chelsea 
I017I-3S2 60961 Trocadero ® 1O181- 
97060161 

KISS ME GUIDO 1151. Crowci- 
pieasmij icomedv aboijl gavs arvd 
straights m New York With Ni-i Scotii. 
Arthori/ Bamie, Director. Tony Vi'ale 
Metro (0171J37 0757) HBzy (0171- 
rj72i21i 

♦ PRINCE VALIANT (PGl Spirited 
ncviscnse set in ArtKinan irres. with 
Stephen Moyer, fi Jthenne Heigl and 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Marit Hargle 


Halsey podorms a programme ot 
seawr-al mua>c otlering 2^a iud“ha?: 
chanct to sing tflong to a sofcctoi erf 
liivoufire ChnMmas C3TC'is 
Symphony Hall. &«a aiec-’ ^ !21 ' 
212 3333) TomdtT.7 30pm £| 

Abo m Birmingham Fun and tioiics 
uie in aore ler Daniomirn? go-lf* as a 
siar sfudded cast headed bj boung 
chatTWPO Frank Bruno oeanw Aivx 
with tho cLjssk leury la'e GoldHocfc* 
and the Three Bears lilted as 
■ Bream's biggest panicrmme the 
production piwmws camed,. spical 



Frank Bruno stars in 
Goldilocks, Birmingham 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing In London 

■ House lull, returns only 
Q Some seats available 
□ Seats at all prices 


Ni .0171-359 44041 inpenu Dec 17. 

7pm Then Mon-Sal. ~ 30pm. rr-a: Sal. 
3pm Unfit Jartiory 3t S 

□ AN IDEAL HUSBAND Rftumot 
Peter HoH’-j unioyoOk production, 
tmmtu(olde<»pfion3 Sumr^t Marwi 

JTid SanonWard and h ate 
O'Mata as the svelte liotibrfnutrer 
Gialgud, Shaheibury Ave. Wi iOt 71 • 
494 5065) Mon-Sat. 7 45pm malt Thw 
3pm and Sat *pm 

■ THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tom 

Sloppaid's n?w play with Jchn Wood as 
(he etoeriv- A E Hpusman. .^iieiui ia 
keep his love Me tsrruat? unlixe Cisco: 
Wilde, whoalw appears Paul Rnys 
plays me young Housmar. R.chatd Evre 
cfirc-M 

National tlvtienom. South Bank. SEi 
10171-926 2252) Torivjnl 7 Mp In rep 

□ A LETTER OF RESIGNATION 

Edward Fo. and Clare Higgins pta-y 
Harold Macmilan orv3 Lady Dorothy <rt 
Hugh Whutreote s play abi^ut the eKecis 
H the Protomo -viand at 
Comedy Theatre. Pamon 5«eei SWi 
10171-369 17311 Man-Sal 745prr. 
mats Wed. 3pm and Sat. 4pm 

□ LITTLE EYOLF Temfic piavfrig by 
Robert Gtemsrer end Joanne Pearce at 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's assessment of 
films In London and (where 
indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


Joanna Lumiey 
Warner ® .U171-137 43*3f 

CURRENT 

• THE BORROWERS (Ul Mmusorto 
scavengers tight for then home 
Edmaraijng family ram. much adapied 
irom the cfuldien's classic With John 
Goodman. Jim Broedt-am 
BarbicanB lOt71-636 8891, 

Ciapham Pldure House (0171 - J98 
3323) Greenwich (0181-235 3005) 
Odeom: Kensington 10181-315 4214! 
Marble Arch i0181-31542T6i Swiss 
Cottage l0181-3154220) Plaza S 
10990 8889901 Screen/Baker Street 
10171-935 2 772) Ua WMteleys & 
(0990 8889913) Virgins: Fulham Road 
(0171 -370 26381 Trocadero © i0181 • 
9708015! Wam*rg(G171-437 43431 
ITS A WONDERFUL UFEUJl Frart- 
Capra's Amencan idassrc. revr/ed n a 
new pnrv With -James Slew an as Ihe 
iJojUmg do-gooder 

Ciszon West End (0171-369 1722) 
Gate © 10171-72 7 4 Ch3i Mmema 
■0171-235 4225) Richmond (0181-332 
0030) Screen/HIH ©10171-435 33661 
Virgin Fulham Road 10171-370 2636) 

♦ L-A. CONFIDENTIAL HSl. 

Vnasiwig drama about csruption m LA 


effeos and haapj of lamly tun 
Hippodrome. Hurat Street (0121-622 
7486) Opens wnighl, 7 15pm Then 

evas. 715pm; mas ai vatyng tries 

Until 14 Feb.© 

CARDIFF: FoHcwang last Christmas's 
soar way success the magnificem 
Moscow Ctty Ballot rauns m town 
with a Chnsimas spectacular of two of 
Tchaicavsvys beci-ioved ballets- Ihe 
Stepping Beauty end Die Nutcracker. 
With the N«nnal Balel Ocheslra. 
a David's HaQ, The H.jyes (01222 
878444) Seeutr Opens today. 2.X. 
7.X Then De.:27.Z9.30.230pm. 

7 3opm: Doc 28.5pm. Ck»ea Dec 24- 
26 Nutcracker Opens Jan 2,7 30pm 
Then Jan 3,5.6.7. S. 2.30pm, 730pm; 
Jan 4.5pm Q 

LEEDS. Eniertemmera tot an the family 
s offered here as WU Ross international 
presents ns now spectacular The 
Skwptng Beauty on too. Sot to 
TchajtoKrfcy's glonous score the 
producuon e performed by die Russian 
lea Stars, soma 20 Olympc itandard 
tkarers, nlih the national champions 
Ekajartoa Murugova and Alenv Kilatov 
m the roles ol Eleaufy and Ihe Prince. 

The choreography isbyGutseppe 
Arena and Vafcn Peicherskl. 

Grand Theatre. 48 New Bnggare 
(0113-245 9351/4409711 Tonigm. 

7 30pm Then eves. 7 30pm. some 
mato. 2 30pm and 3pm Closed 
Chnsimas Day Ends Jan 3 © 

LONDON GALLERIES 

British Musaum: Gamer (0171-323 
8525) . Hayward: CtojecE of Desk* 
(0171-628 31*4} National' 

Hogarth's Marriage Ala-Mode (0171- 
747 2885) NaUtma! Portrait Sr 
Henty Raeburn (0171 -306 0055) . 

Royal Academy Victorian Few 
Parmng (0171 -439 7438) 

Serpcittkw: PteroMancooi [0171-402 
M7S! TaUr Symbohsm In Britan 
(0171-887 80001 .. V & A: Curl and 
Karr Lansson (DJ71-938 834SJIB441/ 


the heart o! Adrian Notrfo's superb 
Ibsen projubuon Gufil remorse and 
renewal on Ihe fjord 
Pit, Barbican Centre. S* Sl EC2 
1017j SX 8891). TonlghL 7.15pm. 

B THE MAGISTRATE. Ian 

Rchadson pfays the much harassed 
here m a firhifiy (unny revival of Pnoro'S 
farce Casl mOudes Graham Crowden, 
Fran). Mrddiemass. John Paddsn 
Savoy. The Strand. WC3 [0171-836 
8886) Mon -SaL 7 30pm. mats Wed and 
Sar.jpmjg 

B TREASURE ISLAND Tom 

Georgeson straps hiriseil mo the 
wooden leg tor Ned Benton's 
adaptaton ol Stevenson's classic rale ol 
pnaies. doubloons, cutlasses and a 
tongmg lot toasted cheese 
Lyric. King So eat. W6 (0181-741 23nj 
Mon-Sal. 73Cpm (ercepf Dec 31. 6pm). 
mats Sal. 2 30pm and Dec 23.24.26.31. 
2 30pm. mars Dec 9.11.16. Jan 8.14. 

1 30pm. UnU January 17 © 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Cats: New London |0171-106 00721 

□ Grease Cambridge (0171-494 
5080). □ An Inspector Calls 

Garrick (0171 -494 5085) H Jesus 

Christ Superstar Lyceum (0171 -656 
18071 B Lea IMaerables- Paiace 

10171-434 0909) O Miss Saloon' 
Dairy Lar*? (0171-J94 8400) . HTha 

Mousetrap Sl Martin s 10171-836 
1443) . . B Oliver! PaSadum |0171- 
494 5020) . □ StarHght Express- 

Apulia VicJooj (0171-416 6054) 

□ The Woman in Blade Fortune 
tO 171-836 2238) 

Tictei nrermabon s'jpplied by Society 
of London Theaoe 


h the early 1950s. with Kevin Spacey. 
Russel) Crewe, tom Basinger. Guy 
Pearce and Danny DeVito 
AJBCx: Baker Street (0171-935 9772] 
Panton Street [0171-930 0631 j 
Ciaphem Picture House (0171-498 
3323) Qdeons: Camden Town (0181 
315 4255) Kensington |0181 -315 
4214) Marble Arch (0181 -315 4216) 
Swiss Cottage (0181 -315 4220) Rtay 
(0171-737 2121) Virgins: Fuftam Road 
(0171-370 263® Haymarket (0171-639 
1527) Warner® (0171-437 434J) 

THE TANGO LESSON (PGc A film 
daecror learns lo langa. Brave and 
ennortg f*n bv ihe director Solly 
Potter, who co-stars with Pabto Veion. 
ABC Baker Street 1017t 935 9772) 
Chelsea (0171-351 37421 Odeon 
Mezzanine B (0181-315 421® Renoir 
(0171-83784021 

♦ TOMORROW NEVER DIES (121: 
Pierce Brosnan's Jamas Bond combats 
an evil media mogul (Jonathan Pryoei 
Ser piece thrtis. bul Sifle epartto With 
Michete Yeoh and Ten Hardier 
Dvecior. Ftojer Spofiiswoocto 
ABC Tottenham Coral Road (0171- 
6366148' Barbican0(0171-638 8891) 
Ctapham Picture House I0t7l-4ga 
33231 Curzon Mayfair |0171 -369 1720) 
Greenwich (0181 -235 30051 Netting 
HU Coronet B (0171 -727 67051 
Odoons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-315 42l«j 
Leicester Square (0181-315 421® 
Marble Arch (0181-315 421® Swiss 
Cottage (0181-3154220) Ritzy 10171- 
737 2 1211 ScreerVBaher Street (0171 - 
935 37721 UCI WhReleys 0 (0990 
8889901 Virgins: Chelsea (0171-352 
50961 Fid hem Roed (0171-370 2636) 


The Scottish 
play on words 

Y ou do not need to know any O'";?---" >■; 

Donizetti to enjoy the annual 
pantomime at the Players’, 
but it adds to the pleasure, as 





Y ou do not need to know any 
Donizetti to enjoy the annual 
pantomime at the Players', 
but h adds to the pleasure, as 
does a bit of Bellini and a vestige of 
Verdi, because the Victorian pantos the 
company resurrects, usually those by 
Henry Byron, plundered opera for 
tunes. The chosen style was burlesque, 
which has now vanished from the 
theatre, although it sometimes surfaces 
elsewhere, famously in the musical 
skies of The Turn Ronnies. 

Mocking what other areas of die 
theatre take very seriously — such as 
death, murder, abduction. Valkyries 
on horseback or marrying your mother 
— burlesque introduces a sense of 
proportion and restores an audience to 
normal life (always assuming this 
normality excludes murder, mayhem 
and mother-marriage). 

Alliteration is something else Byron 
brazenly baked into his scripts, along 
with deliberately dreadful puns that 
bring groans to the guUet 
For some mad reason of his own. 
Byron grafted the story of the two dear 
little abandoned babies onto the home 
life of the Macbeths. Perhaps Balmoral 
had just been built when this panto 
was written (IS59) and Scotland was 
back in fashion again as a result. Thus 
we have Sir Rowland and Lady Beth 
Macassar, guardians of ihe offspring 
of an elder brother supposedly 
drowned at sea. Three witches gather 
around a cauldron and spread seeds of 
dark deeds into the minds of the 
Macassars, who appear in turn 
through a patch of gauze in the 
heather-tinted backdrop. 

Lady Beth would like to become a 
thane in her own right to which a 
protesting hubby replies (and it is par 
for the punning course): “You must be 
mad — you surely can’t be thane!'' As 
Robert Meadwell plays him, hesitant 
harrowed and hunched with guilt, you 
can ai! but hear the exclamation mark 
at the end of the line. 



The entire show is written in 
couplets, and I cannot say to what 
extent Geoffrey Brawn, adapter and 
director, has twiddled with them. 

There is no pretence at poetty, of 
course, and a line can be distributed 
between several speakers in an enjoy- 
ably ludicrous manner. 

So. for example, when the missing 
father reappears on the scene (sur¬ 
prise. surprise) and the amorous 
governess asks the Fairy Queen if she 
is the missing mother, all three 
characters share the second line of the 
couplet, thus: Their stepmother, 1 
confess./He is a widower." "Oh. are 
you?" “Yes." 

The Players’ has perfected the style of 
performing with the tongue metaphori¬ 
cally wedged in the cheek, but there are 
areas of the present prod ucdon where a 
touch of restraint should have been 
employed. The witches are not played 
well, and the brattish behaviour of the 
adolescent babes (Michelle Grant and 
Jennifer Morton) sparks no mirth in 
the audience. 

Fortunately there is enough in other 
parts of the show to satisfy the wish for 
arty nonsense: the ferociously kilted 
Meadwell, and his superbly contralto 
missus (Eleanor McCready), sleep¬ 
walking in a mob cap. moaning and 
sobbing on cue; Jo Napthine’s Fairy 
Queen regularly announcing her iden¬ 
tity with a snatch of adapted Verdi; Pat 
Lancaster's nicely coy Governess doing 
something of the same sort to maintain 
her decorum. And when a dead robber 
has to be removed horn the stage, he 
turns into a ghost and strides off. 

Admirable. 

JEREMY KINGSTON sporran partners: Jennifer Morton and Michelle Grant as the Babes 






POP: Company loves misery of California’s beautiful losers; devil of a noise from Ipswich 


Adam and 
the angst 

Cou^ 

^ Olympia, Pub^in ^^^: 


IF, AS Henry David Thoreau ob¬ 
served, most men lead lives of quiet 
desperation, the American representa¬ 
tives of the sex are generally a bit more 
vocal about their trials and tribula¬ 
tions. From Kurt Cobain to Mark 
Eitzel. the West Coast is as noted for 
the degree of existential fear and self- 
loathing among its pop community as 
it is for sun-tanned psychedelia and 
surf rock. 

So it should not come as that much of 
a surprise lo find thar for California’s 
Counting Crows, it is permanently 
December and always, always raining. 
But while the angst-soaked lyrics and 
winsome whine of singer Adam Duritz 
suggest another troubled soul who just 
wasn’t made for these times, he 
appears to be, judging by the near 
hysteria which greeted his every strut, 
the pop star with whom everyone in the 
audience would most like to share an 
umbrella. 

Duritz himself seemed bamboozled 
by the reaction. One senses he is 
uneasy with his sex symbol status, but 


every now and then he plays up to it: 
such as when standing on the monitor 
during Rain King, for example, arms 
outstretched, declaring that he “be¬ 
longs in the service of fire Queen". 

But more than anything else, the 
dreadlocked Duritz wants to be taken 
seriously. Rather than just trot out the 
songs and lap up the adoration he 
opted for substantial reworkings of his 
material. At one stage, during Round 
Here, he even shushed the audience so 
we could all hear another of Charles 
Gillingham’s ponderous keyboard 
breaks. 

Given that this was a Friday night 
and the penultimate gig of a 16-raonth 
tour promoting the album Recovering 
the Satellites, one would have expected 
a little less intricacy and a little more 
exuberance. Indeed, the acoustic set — 
usually a welcome breather between 
the opening dash and closing sprint of 
a show — lasted for more than half the 
gig. Ar times, the show seemed like one 
long rehearsal for that Unplugged 
special which must be just around the 
comer. 

But you can’t blame a band for 
wanting to keep things interesting for 
themselves and in truth the blend of 
plaintive accordion, mandolin and 
acoustic guitar was not without its 
charm. Indeed, their finest moment is 
possibly the piano-led lament, A Long 
December . which made for a sadly 
beautiful encore. 

Nick Kelly 


Counting 

Crowley 

X^aKofjiiSTZ" 


RATHER like the anti-heroes of 
gangsta rap. black metal bands tread a 
fine line between absurd burlesque 
and grim reality. For those unfamiliar 
with the genre, black metal is an 
extreme combination of gothic rock 
and thrash metal garnished to taste 
with a vaguely Satanic or anti-Chris¬ 
tian philosophy. In Norway. Where 
they take these things seriously, the 
singer of a black metal group called 
Burzum was jailed for 21 years for 
murdering a member of a rival band. 
In Ipswich. Cradle of Filth’s home 
town, the worst that has happened so 
far is that a couple of fans nave been 
cautioned for wearing the group’s 
gratuitously offensive T-shirts. 

Whatever they get up to in the woods 
at night. Cradle of Filth are pure 
pantomime on stage. They all dress in 
black leather and huge biker boots. 
The singer. Dani, and sundry guitar¬ 
ists all have long, shaggy mops of jet 
black hair which they shake and whirl 
with impressive ferocity. 

The music is sometimes played very 


slowly, like that of Black Sabbath, bur 
more often ludicrously fast in a bizarre, 
comic-book style invented in the l°SOs 
by Napalm Death. On songs including 
A Gothic Romance (Red Roses for the 
Devil's Whore) and the title track of 
their album. Dusk and Her Embrace. 
Dam's vocals alternate between a high, 
strangulated yell and a deep, vomit- 
simulating roar. 

The audience is almost as entertain¬ 
ing to warch as the band. Some lurk in 
the shadows, their white-painted faces 
and black panda eyes a homage to 
originators such as Count Dracula and 
Alice Cooper. Others hurl themselves 
towards the group, surfing over the 
heads of the crowd to land in the arms 
of the over-worked security staff patrol¬ 
ling the Foot of the stage. 

Despite much effort, the on-siage 
theatrics are distinctly low-budget. 
During the Iasi number a dominamx 
appears brandishing a Super Soaker 
water gun filled with a gooey rM|. 
liquid. She squirts It at the crowd, be! 
the pump is faulty, and most of it lands 
on the bald head of the long-suffering 
bouncer in front of the stage. 

“We like to play as dose as possible 
to midnight." Dani announced, as the 
set drew to a close at 10pm to make way- 
far the venue's gay dub night. As the 
sweaty disciples spilled out into the 
cold nighrair one question remained: if 
the devil has all the best runes, rhen 
what was he doing tonight? 

David Sinclair 


OPERA & BALLET 


THEATRES 


COLISEUM 0171 E32830O (2#») 
BiGUSH NATIONAL BALLET 
Derail Deane's Nw Prottuctfen 

THE NUTCRACKER 

MortStf 230 & 73Qpm. No peris Wed 
eve S Thu. TUs Ran E7 3) 


THE ROYAL BALLET 

8a> Office 0171304 4000 
at the Royal Festival Han 
Bw Office 0171960 WSL 
TlcteS aixi avafabte from 
Tdiatmaaer on 0171957 4021 
Toni (FmlNignij. Frt. Sat Mon 700 
LESPATJNEURS7 TALES OF 
BEATRIX POTTER 
Fn (FirS Pertomonce). Sat Woo 2.00 
PETS AMI THE WOLF/ TALES 
OF BEATRIX POTTER 


THEATRES 


ADELPM 

cc24rti;|£lt*g fee) 3M 0056 
'Aihowtocflofor'Tetegrsc*! 
‘DrippJrtfl wtih style’ Busses 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUTHE UTE 

HENSHAU. LEMPER 

HENRY GOODMAN 
NIGEL PLANER 
Mon-Sa B. Wed 4 3a 1*451130 
Extra Mas on 22.23 .2fl Dec 
No pals 24ga Dec_ 



ALBB1Y 389 173Q344 4444 
“YocTI be dancing on ur” D mi 

STEPPING OUT 

THE NEW MUSICAL 
Tappng a ndi ven of )oy' Times 
TTSTTte FULL MONTY WTTH 
TAPPERS-GUTTERtNCrDfi* 
'JUST WONDERFUL 1 tm.H.Trto 
Eves 8pm Mats Hu 3pm Sal 4pm 
Special Xmas Mattiees Today 

and Tomorrow _ 

ALDWYCH 0171418 8003 
CC 344 4444 

Dame Jud DancMs triumphant 
ht David Haro'a mastwp/aca' 
DMai 

AMY’S VIEW 

Directed by HKHARD EYRE 
PravsSJaa Opera 14 Jan 
APOLLO 34hr CO 0171 494 5070 
cc 0171 344 4444 (Ug leel 

Grps 0171 484 5454 
HEN ELTON'S 

POPCORN 

“Etoctrt cg ylng-bloodcurdOng 
comedy .J recommend B trth 
radefT John Peters Sun. Times 
"The Weal End has found Re 
resldert Playwright" I0S 
Mon-SatBOOjWi 

Mats Wed 3 OQpm Sa 4 ooran i 


APOLLO VICTORIA ccom 4ffi 
6055 CC 2«1T9 0171 344 4444/0171 
420 0000 Gips 416 6075/4133321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
ViMa kruette nia 19 45 dMy 
Tue t> Sa 3pm Tctete Iran 5M2S0 
No parts 20/23 Doc. 

Extra nett 22.-26 Dec 

APOLLO LABATTS Ha nvmaranflh 
0171416GQ22CC0I71AS0Q000 

344 4444 (bkg feel 
LAST CHANCE TO SEE 

RIVERDANCE 

THE CENTURY 
LAST3Wffl<£ MUSTS© 10 JAN 
Mon. Tue. Sun Z30 & 8 00 Sal 8 
Extra Mats Mon 22, 
Tuft23Doe2-30pm 

A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 

The nesses tfmg to Xmas at 
Dngtey Dec Oy Ejp Best Pan® tn 
London BBC ftxto 2 Players' 
ThWOT WC2 'BABES IN THE 
wooer MATSSoong Day i Sui 
3pm. Ewes ft 15pm EME FH3 ftTH 
Lunch. Teas. Demo. Supper avai 
CKkteitSS) Big 0171 taoitaj. 


CAMBREGE 494 SWW16 6060 
344 4444/420 0000 (+ bkg toe) 
Groups 494 5454 
416 6075/413 3321/436 5588 

GREASE 

NOW WITS 
5TH FANTASTIC YEAR 
LUKE GOSS sa Damy uotD 24 
Jan; IAN KELSEY From 26 Jan 
“A Monster Hit" Dinner 
MavSa 730pm. Wed ft Sat ma 3pm 
BOOKING TO THE MILLENNIUM 
24 Dec Mat aty no pert 25 Dec. 
26/27 Dec al 3 ft 7.30 1 

COMEDY THEATRE 3691731 , 

OC0I71 3444444 

'EDWARD FOX’S UecmShn a 
tourdeftacfESd 
■CLARE H (GOINS esceflenf F.T. 
to Hu0i WWemcre's 

A LETTER OF 

RESIGNATION 

‘Ona of tba moat Herate and 
powerful plsya In the Watt End.' 

MorvSaJ Evgs 7.45 
Mats WW30O Sat3 4.00_ 


cnmatKm 3E9i 737/344 4444 

3RD H&JWMUS YEAR 

THE REDUCED 

SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
THE COMPLETE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abrtdfled) 

Al 37 PUfS in 97 Mnuies 
■Wtoau*"TmK 
“Ca NowT Sunday Tinas 
Sat ft Sun a 4, hi 8pm 

Extra Xmas peris Dee 34 « 3pm 
NO p«n dec S9x Dec 26 A Jan3 
«P* 

TOE COMPLETE HKTORY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuesday a 8nm 


DOWNIONOiri6S6l2fiM990 
203CKrtJ990 2M03M1714200000 
(t*g lee) Grpsoin 416 6096/0171 
31219B7/OBOO 614903 
CHSNETS 

BEAUTY AND THE MAST 

THE NEW HTT MUSICAL 
“AN ENCHAKIWG EVBONO- 
GBttiWa.Y GLORIOUS" DTe! 
“A FEAST OF GOOD FW DMal 
New Group Ram-Now Booking 
UcrvSa730.WediSaMats2.30 
Extra mats !fi23J2W5.30 Dee. £ Jan 
Nonaf3 2425D«!.1Jan 


DON MAR WAREHOUSE 3891732 

THE FRONTPAGE 

Ud Season-26 Feb 
MorvSaJ 7 30 V/ed & Sat Mas 3 
No peris Xmas Eve ft Xmas Dev 

DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
S3 cc (Bkg tee) 24rtr 1 days 017i 4fl4 
5XXY344 4444/420 ODX) Grps 494 ' 
5454/413 3311/312 8000 

MISS SAIGON 

“THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TIME” 
now in ns 

STH BREATHTAKING YEAR! 
Ews 7.45 Mats wed & Sat 3pm 

Good eeato avaB for Wed Hat 
& aocna peris - apply B.O. 
Extra Mate 22^26 Dec. 

No parte Maas Dec 

DUCHESS BCVCC 24 tes 0)71494 
5075 494 5388/344 4444 sov 
crag) Grpstt+)dl7i 494 5454 

SCI550B HAPPY 
‘Shrieks of Laughter* S.Tmes 
■more rad herrings than a Soviet 
Trawier* The GuanSai 
TonT & ft) Bern; SK 530pm* 
ft30ont Met Fn E3Qpm. N9 Pert 
Tamor & Iter TWs tram £7 50 


FORTUNE BO A CC 0171 838 
2238/312 8033/494 5389 

NOW IN ms Ml HIT YEAR 
ROBERT DAVID 

DEMEGER PULLAN 

SasanKBrs 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

fCapasi ty Setren MesaraQ 
"The most ttSOTng end chflNng 
play tor years” DLtd 
Ton\ Fri ft Sa! 6pm. Torna7pnt Mats 
Toddy 4 Sat 4pm No pert Hu 

_ Running fens 2hra 


GARRICK 0171 494 £055/3121990/ 
494 5333 (no bkg tee) 

Grouts 0171494 5454 
Winner of 19 Major Awards 
Tha Royal National Theetra 
Production 
HPML1B? 

ALtSONRSKE JOHNBARDON 

J8 Fnesfley'i 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 
"H mt a n B... Mua i ; be aco»r d J4J 
Two hours aathratlbip, visually 
stunning dr ain s" D.Tei 
Ton7 7.45. Tomor 6 OC; Fn & Sal ft 00 
&S.15 NooertThur 


GB&UD 494 5065 (No blag tee) j 
Eves 7.45 Mate Dll'3/Sa 4 I 

THE PETBI HALL COMPANY ! 

MARTIN SHAW "A Joy" NY Post 
KateOVaa Simon Ward 

MttadDerison DriaeQey 

Madeferia Patter VUrao Hasted 
OSCAR WIDE'S CLASSC COMEDY 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

“GREAT AND GLORIOUS" &Tms 
Special Xmas Madness 
Toe 30 Dec ft Fri 2 Jan 
HAYMARKET BO/cc 
930 8800/344 4444 (bkg tee) 

MAGGIE EILEEN 

SMITH ATKINS 

JOHN STANDING 
in EDWARDS ALBEFS 

A DELICATE BALANCE 

nrth SIAN THOMAS 
JAWS LAURENSON 
ANNETTE CROS8E 
rawed by ANTHONY PAGE 
Eve* 6pm Mtf ft Sa man 3pm 
re no parte 2247 Dec A 
no Mon peril 29 Dec-21 Feh 
HAYMARKET 0171 9308800 
CC0171344 4444 

EDNA THE SPECTACLE 

An Icon Rattans 

_ (mnflAcrt _ 

HER MAJESTY'S 24fi 494 5400 
(bkg fee) CC 344 4444/430 0000 Ifeal 
GrpS 494 5454/413 3311/436 5588 

ANDREW LLOYD WE8BBTS 
AWARD WRNNG MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

DkWted by HAROLD PfWCE 
NOW BKG TO MAY 88 
Evbg 7 45 Mate Wed ft Ste 300 
Appy to Box Office cfafy tor ratlins 
Extra Hats 22^3Jffi Dec. 

No peris 24 & 25 Dec 

LONDON PALLADHJU B0/CC 
01714945020/3444444 
(Ett&VCfcg) 4200000 
Grps 01714945450/4133321 
JIM DALE RETURNS AS FAGW 

OLIVER! 

3RD IRREPRESSIBLE YEAR 
■UONELBARTS MASTERPIECE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE* 

5. Times 

Eves 730Mas Wed&Sat 230 

Some good seats tea* now 


RNALPEHF2I raJ*9B 
Extra Mate 2U3£8 Dec 
No parts 24 & 25 Dec 


LONDON PALLADIUM 0171494 
S03CV344 4444 (bkg tee) Grps 0171 
494 5454/4133321 

SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

Praw 21 Apr. Optra 5 May 


LYCEUM cc 01716561806 
Q&90 500 800/344 4444/420 OOOOWg 
tee) Grps 416 6076 

TIM RICES 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 

JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sends afthrara racing down the 
aplne” DTetograph 
Eras 7.45. Mats Wed ft Sal 3 
(no bkg fee tar pereanffi cetera at the 

Lycsun box office lOam-Bpm) 

£15 flekets tor students aval Mon-Tlu 
as booraUe h stance. 

Now booking to March 1998 
Soma seats md at door Mon - Frf 
No parts24/25 Dm 
B ara mate 28/29 Dec 
LYRIC0171484 5045 (24hr&ccfika 
fe4/344 4444 (Bkg fee) 

Groups 0171494 5454 
Boyai SMMPSBie Company 
ANTONY SHER In 

CYRANO 

DE BERGERAC 
The C»iar» 0/ tfe decade' FI 
Eras* 7.30pm 
Mas Wad 4 Saar200pm 
Ltafled eaaaon ends 14 Feb 
HOPBffSDEC24A2S 
NATIONAL THEATRE DO 0171 
938 2252: Ops 0171 633 0741; 
S4hr cc bkg fee 0171 420 0000. 
OLIVIER Today 200 ft 715 
PETBl PAN by JM Bento In a new 
version by Jorai GaW ft Inever 
Mm 

LYTTELTON Tort 7.30 TW 
MvafTKDi OF LOVE 8 rwrptey 
by Ten Soppwd. 
CCTTESLOE Toni 7.00 


NEW LONDON Dniylaie WC2B0 
01714(5 0072 CC01714044079 
24hr01713444444/4200000 
Grps 01714133311/436 5538 
TWANDflEWliJMVraBER/ 
rsajcrrwTBftWTKm. 
AWflflWWHMSMUSCAL 

CATS 

Eves 7.45 Mats Tue ft Sar 100 
Bos open at £.45 

LD0TEDNO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY mOM BOX OFFICE 
Extra Hate 22^26 Dec 
No parts 2« A 2ft Dec 


OLD VIC 0171 9287816 
FW Cal 0171 420 0000 CC344 4444 
The return of tbs iraBI rand- 
ednnlng httni MU an a l eensatfcn 

SLAVA’S SN0WSH0W 

UNTDL3 JAN ONLY 
*VsglcaL gonfeaed to nake 
awn toe gKan thaw Into 
happiness" Oteeow 
Toni 7.45. Tomor 3pm 
Cal ao tor oeri 

PALACT THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
cc 24hs (bkg M 0171-344 4444 (bta 
fee) Grps01714133311 
THE WOFBX7S MOST POPULAH 
MUSICAL 

IES MISERABLES 

NOWMITS13TH i 
RECOHD-BHEAKINGYEAR ; 
Eras 73014^ Thu ft SWZ30 

Lateconws not acknaied 
inn the Mend 

UMflED NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAir FROM BOX OFFICE 
extra mate 22^28 Dec. 

No prate 24 2S Dec 


PHOSflX 9QCC D171 3891733 
/Q44 4444/420 0000 (fee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OteW/Drama Awatfe 
Plays ft Ptayar^hnr Norate Awards 
WILLY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 
^Brings die audience to Ra feat, 
and roaring Its approraTDhLI 1 
Eras 7.45 Mate This SunSs 4pm ■ 
Special tea s Mattnaes Today 
atidTottionow • 

To advertise 
in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

Tel: 0171 680 6222 

ortacOT71 4819313 

PKCADW.Y0171369173W171 
3444444AK714200000^5) 
ADYEMTURES IN MOTION 
PICTURES’ 

CINDERELLA 

’Dezflng-JtertBn Bft wIfltaffiL-a 
lAn>0ttntatK«ass”CbGemr 
MonSa 730. Wed&SNMWsZa) 
Casing Hdtea 0171434 Oim 
•SEASON EXTENDED* 
•TICKEIS AVAIL NOW 
FOR All PHWS* 

■MUST BNDIft FBI* 

Etta Mate 22Q9 Dec 
oray 34 Doe. no09125 Dat. 


PRMCE EDWARD 01714475400 
• Hra Cal 420 0100 cc 344 4444 
Groupe 420 0200 
LAST 3 MONTHS TO SEE 
BOUBUL ft SCHQNBERG'S 
“MUSICAL MASTERPIECE" 
M Her Tift} 

. MARTIN GUERRE 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 
LAURENCE OUVffin AWARDS 
MUST CLOSE 28 ras 
Mon-Sat 7.45 Mate Thj ft Sal 100 
Extra Mat 26 Dec. 

No parte 24 ft 2S Dec 

To advertise 

in 

ENTERTAINMENTS 
Tel: 0171 680 6222 

or fax: 0171 481 9313 


PRINCE OF WAU3S 0171 8395967 
First Cal 420 0000 cc 344 4444 
GRAMMY AWARD WDOBNG 

MUSICAL 

"Hot from tooeriraayr. Btough 
energy to etoeMy a ctty." D. Mai 1 

SM0KEY JOffS CAFfi 

SONGS OF LBBffl & STOLLEH 

Mon-Thu Bpm, W 5L4S ft 63a SW 

3w&8tXn 

NOW BOOKING TO SEPT 1996 
Xnm week; Mon, TIm, Sat 3 ft 8 
_FrtgLASftaao 


OUEENS BO/cc017l 404 5040 
CC 344 4444, Gkpa 494 6454/580 6793 

BUGSY MALONE 

THE MESSIEST SHOW 
IN TOWNI 

Tus-SBt 730 Mate TUB Wad ft Sffi 2J0 

BOBBED 1 WEEK T017 iftH 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
CO MTANT 

S7RATF0RD 01789 295623X641 
5410S1 Toni. 

SPSSF 

aroiWTUMWlTWR, 

7,5 Wjfygg, wva 
Pt LITTLE 

S »*^»0*BtthePE B cock 

Th *Mre(Dl7U Ji4 8800 

WALLACES GROMIT 

AUVE ON STAGE 

Xmas Peris Seteiq Fast 

—UrfliQJaiTa^mu^-.^ 


SAVOY BQfcc 0171 8368888 
cc 420 0000 
IAN RICHARDSON 
“T0LIF1 DE FARCE” D.Tal 
GRAHAM CROWDBI 
"HXPIOSNELYFUWY" NoW 

THE MAGISTRATE 

by Arthur Whig Pkiaro 
Mn»Sa 7J»Mas Wad ft Sataoo 
XtaraEn port «{ 3JM only 
_ LagTED SEASON 

ST MARTRfS 0171 8381443 
Eras 8, Tue 2.45. Sat 5 ft 8. 

26 Dec 5 ft 8 (No parte 24 ft 25 Dae) 

AGATHA CHRISTIE'S 
THE MOUSETRAP 

_46tiy[EAR_ 

STRAND THEATRE Bor Off ft ec 
(no fee) 0171330 8000 

oc a*0 tee) 0171344 4444/4200000 
Oops 0171413 3321 All 71 436558a 

‘BUDDY* 

’’■tSSTC'* 

•BU DDY" 

STUFF* Sun Tffi 
Tues-lhas flOFHasOaaJO 

SateSJXJ» 8-30 

SBgStJflE « price 
Aii SEATS 1/3 PRICE HU 520 PSF 
„ WlKNOCKOLffYEARI 
_ Now bcctenq ‘ a fte year 2000 
YRK3YCLE BO 0171 3281000 
_ SWEb yJBKaane 
-TlW rtagBlKalndy 1 ELTa! 

—FromZBDe cMon-SaA Sa4 
VAUDEVHftE UVE101718369887 
=0171344 4444 GroupaMomso 

JULIAN CLARY 

UNTH. 3 JANUARY OW.Y 

■Kgaassr 


Wetorta pataca 0171 834 1317.420 
0000,344 4444, Amaang group rates: 

420 (EDO. 413 3221 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
AND CHRISTMAS SEASON) \ 

FAME I 

"A FEB.-GOCO TRUMPHT 

on Sunday l 

FAME 
The Muacj ] 

"BREATHTAKWC?" todapendenl 1 

Mon.1?*i730. Ri53088.30. 

Sal 3 & 7 30 

ALL SEATS W PRICE FW 5J0 
PSRF. 

“TOR A LIMITED SEASON 

_ UNTtt. JUUi 17" 

WH-TOirs MUSIC HALL 
or Cable Sl El 8001719282252 
FIONA SHAW 
T-&EUOTS 
^ THE WASTE LAW) 

I* by DEBORAH WARNER 

7jq>Ti ft ft45ori Sunday peris 8 
31Dee at Sons Tfen 
_ NoPwfe23-26Dec. IftSJaa- 

WmrEHAU. 0! 71 3S9 173ft-. 

WOn-Tnur 9 Qo Ffl/Sat 7 rat a. 430 11 -. 

WM CRISWELL fe W I 

THE SLOW DRAG ' / .1 

SOcMmlnutaaaf HOTJbb 1 

^WEBANDIS HOTAN DTIC ■ I u 

_ ^jCWOHOTTEBrind ■_ j 

1736044 44« I I >, 

BKTCOMffiY '• I A, 

P roStan daniAraante 1 

BESTCOMEOY r ‘ : ' 

tfttaenca Othrter AMaidc 5 

"ART ?-• 

“ALCOLH STORKY fi < 

N1GELHAVERS 1 '• 

, RON COOK , . 1 - 

Anan^aytayYaanaanea 

Trashy Chnstociie Harrttfl ■ f" 

8, Mate Wed 3, S« ft Sent 

_XmasDa1s24rwn ccn-KXll ' \_ • 


To advertise in The Times 
theatre listings please call our 
^tertainments team on: 

01714811982 

or fax: 

0171 4819313. 
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BRIEFLY 

NOTED 



fLondon 

ffHEAlBE: The West End 
&ifi sec Rent, the hottest ticker 
r Broadway, next year. 

: musical, a reworking of 
^piucrini’S opera La Bohime 
^places the story in 
»pijesent-day New York, 
'opened at the New York 
Theatre Workshop in 
. February 1996, before 
transferringto Broadway 
in April that year. It then 
jalayed to continuously 
5o)d-out bouses and won four 
Tony Awards. The death 
of its young creator, Jonathan 
■, Larson, just before the 
. shew opened,did nothing to 
^hinder its subsequent cult 
^success. Four of the Broadway 
Lc£st will be starring in the 
^joindon production, which 
iiigiens at the Shaftesbury 
1-^ieatre oh May IZ 

'CffpP: The backlash 
^against the Prodigy title 
‘Smack My Bitch Up 
;t»ntinues with the decision 
-by4,000American high- 
J ^reet stores to remove the 
^flinm containing the 
ijjong from their shelves. Wal¬ 
-Mart and Kmart stores 


y-jir of the Land album 
‘-ftStT American newspapers 
^rew attention to the 
^offensive title of its most 
Notorious song, and the 
| National Organisation of 
Women declared that it 

■ glorified domestic violence. 

- Wal-Mart and Kmart are 

the largest record 
rffctaikrs in America, but 
i^ieir derision is somewhat 
beta ted: the album is 

■ already a top seller. 

c “ 7 " 

.MUSIC: The power of the 
-Internet has forged an 
unlikely rapport between a 
Chinese radio station and that 
very English organisation, 
foe Elgar Society. A classical 
- music presenter on 
Nanjing Music Radio 
contacted the society by 
sending an e-mail to its 
Website, and asked for “a 
few classical CDs composed 
by Elgar", because they 
were difficult to buy in China. 
The society responded 
with I7recordSngs of foe 
composer's work, and are 
now attempting to establish 
links withi other Chinese 
radio stations. A case of pomp 
rising to foe challenge of 
< circumstance, perhaps. 

IVJfc Enrir Kusturica. the 
perennial dariingof the 
European film festival 
rircmtistodirectoneof 
Dennis Potter's last 
projects—a screenplay 
adaptation of The White 
. Hotel that radically 
reinterprets D.M. 
fSbomatft most celebrated 
-SoveL A complex 
chronicle of a woman’s life 
and fantasies from 1900 to 
the start of the Second World 
. War, the book has been 
■translated into 20 languages 
since foe Onrush author 
wrote it in 1981. Potter, who 
died in 1994, was 
anmnsaonedtowirtea 
sqreen adaptation by the 
producers Robert Gdsler and 
John Roberdean in 1990. 


Richard Cork takes a cool look at a disturbing, newly revealed Rena iss ance image of the Nativity 

A holy mother knows best 


G limpsed from a dis¬ 
tance, Sebastiano 
del Piombo's paint¬ 
ing seems the quin¬ 
tessence of tenderness. 
Executed an a ton do-shaped 
panel, foe picture uses its 
circular format to emphasise a 
binding intimacy between 
mother and offspring. We 
appear to be spying, as if 
through an enlarged keyhole, 
at a private scene. The Virgin 
leans forward to handle the 
doth swathing her child’s 
chubby thighs. 

Until recently the painting 
was in a private collection, 
little-known other than to Re¬ 
naissance specialists. But now 
that the FitzwDliam Museum 
m Cambridge has purchased 
it for £1.6 million, with the 
help of a lottery grant, the 
pi dure can be studied by 
anyone. And as we draw 
nearer, the more troubling 
Sebastiano^ image becomes. 

Sebastiano was still a young 
man when he painted this 
gravely affecting Madonna 
and Child. Probably executed 
soon after he left Venice for 
Rome in 1511. foe panel marks 
a derisive moment in his 
development. Having worked 
closely with foe shortlived 
Giorgione, he knew how to 
saturate his paintings with the 
Venetian palette at its most 
sensuous. But the move to 
Rome, at the invitation of the 
banker Agosrino Chigi, 
brought about a profound 
change. Painting mythological 
frescoes at foe VTUa Famesma. 
Sebastiano encountered Ra¬ 
phael’s work in the same 
building. Above all. he must 
have been astounded by the 
awesome ceiling cyde Michel¬ 
angelo was completing at the 
Sistine Chapel. 

The two men became 
friends. Michelangelo provid¬ 
ed Sebastiano with drawings 
to help him with three major 
commissions, most notably a 
monumental Raising of Laza¬ 
rus now in the National Gal¬ 
lery. Sebastiano became a 
stem Roman classicist, and 
was rewarded in 1531 with the 
keeper ship of the papal seals 
or piombatore — a post which 
gave the artist his enduring 
nickname. 

Even in a Rome work as 
early as the Madonna and 
Child, he is determined to cast 
aside beguiling Venetian lyri¬ 
cism. Both figures in the 
FItzwilliam .tondo are grander 
than anything he had pro¬ 
duced -before. ■ Rather than 
relying on drawings supplied 
by Michelangelo. Sebastiano 
seems here to have taken his 
main stimulus from foe Sis¬ 
tine Chapel itself. The child's 
twisted pose appears to be 
based on one of foe angels 
supporting God in Michel¬ 
angelo’s magisterial fresco 
The Creation of Adam. As for 
Sebastiano”5 Virgin, she de¬ 
rives from the imposing figure 
of the Cumaean Sibyl on the 
Sistine ceiling. The wrinkled 
woman in Michelangelo'S 
painting has become a youth¬ 
ful mother, and Sebastiano 
makes his Madonna slimmer 
than the sturdy, strangely 
muscular old prophetess. But 
this Virgin is still formidably 
well-built. 



Sebastiano’s powerful Madonna and Child the goldfinch clutched in the boy's hand is more than a mere childish distraction, as his mother knows 


She inclines her head to¬ 
wards foe child with impres¬ 
sive dignity. The Roman 
kerchief covering much of her 
hair dangles on one side, 
defining her profile widi chis¬ 
elled clarity. She does not 
smile, and her broad, lowered 
eyelid adds to the sense of 
gravitas. Although this Ma¬ 
donna lacks foe seasoned wis¬ 
dom of the Cumaean Sibyl, 
she possesses hieratic author¬ 
ity in abundance. Enough of 
her neck is visible to establish 
its strength. And the dark 
doth of honour providing the 
Virgin's backdrop, just as it 
does in so many paintings by 
Sebastianomaster Giovanni 
Bellini, reinforces her sculp¬ 
tural solidity. 

The edge of the doth sends a 
powerful vertical line slicing 
down through foe picture, 
threatening to sever the moth¬ 
er from her infant. But 
Sebastiano ensures that the 


Madonna's resolute arms 
stretch across this division. 
She is firmly linked with the 
child, and her right hand 
doses on his shoulder with 
-unusual, damp-like con¬ 
viction. 

M ore than any¬ 
thing else, those 
resolute fingers 
offer the key to 
understanding foe picture’s 
full significance. For Sebas¬ 
tiano juxtaposes their pallid, 
fiercely denched angularity 
with the soft and fluffy glow of 
a goldfinch. The Christ child 
holds foe bird in his plump 
fist He has dearly been 
playing with it and the dis¬ 
traction accounts for his ex¬ 
travagantly twisted pose. The 
Virgin's clasping hand causes 
his head to swivel back in her 
direction. He must have 
sensed the persistence of his 
mother’s protective gesture. 


and gazes up at her with an air 
of puzzlement. 

Why does she seek to divert 
him from the bird? His in¬ 
volvement with the pet seems 
harmless, and Sebastiano 
places it against a landscape 
enchanting enough to asso¬ 
ciate foe goldfinch with unal¬ 
loyed delight. There, in a 
setting where sunlight tinges 
the walls of a hilltop town and 
makes a high doud blaze with 
whiteness, Sebastiano allows 
himself to recall his past. It is 
an act of homage to his 
origins, and proves that he 
could still paint with all his 
former Venetian charm. 

But the appeal of the coun¬ 
tryside seems fugitive com¬ 
pared with the heavy, 
assertive bulk of mother and 
offspring. Their convoluted 
interplay gives the painting its 
central tension, and the Virgin 
has good reason to wrest her 
child's attention away from 


the bird. She knows, as well as 
the patron who commissioned 
this pointing, that the gold¬ 
finch, widely favoured as a pel 
in 16th-century Italy, was also 
a symbol of Christ's passion 
and death. When Michelange¬ 
lo carved the marble tondo 
now owned by the Royal 
Academy, he made rhe Christ 
child recoil in alarm from the 
goldfinch offered by John the 
Baptist. Sebastiano’s infant is 
not frightened by his bird, but 
the Madonna appreciates its 
larger meaning only too well. 

This is a mother who. 
alerted by foe goldfinch, wants 
to be reunited with her son. 
She tries to prevent him mov¬ 
ing impulsively away, beyond 
the safety of her grasp. The 
true extent of the Virgin's 
determination is disclosed by 
her attempt ro wrap him in the 
drape she herself is wearing. 
The brilliant yellow clorh runs 
like an umbilical cord between 


Madonna and infant and 
signifies the fervency 1 of her 
wish never to let him go. 

Ultimately, though, they 
both know how impossible 
that desire really is. The boy, 
fast growing beyond baby¬ 
hood, occupies his own space 
separate from the Virgin. He 
dutches the goldfinch with 
possessive resolve, and his 
mother gazes down at him 
with a hint of the mournful¬ 
ness which will overwhelm 
her when Christ's lifeless body 
is lowered from the cross. 

Tragedy here is withheld by 
the stubborn assertion of ma¬ 
ternal will. But foe boy re¬ 
sponds to her attempted 
embrace with reluctance, and 
already seems oppressed by a 
premonition of the suffering to 
come. 

• Fitzwilliam Museum. Cam¬ 
bridge {01222IWOO). then ai the 
Royal Academy's An Treasures of 
England exhibition from Jan JL7 


AROUNDTHE 
GALLERIES 


THE standing of Glyn 
Philpot (1884-1037) re¬ 
mains mure enigmatic 
than that of any other 
major 20th-century British 
painter. This may have 
something to do with his 
private life: he was openly 
homosexual — or as openly 
as anyone was in those 
days. But more to the 
point, he underwent a spec¬ 
tacular change of style in 
mid-career: in 1930 he sud¬ 
denly "went Picasso", as a 
newspaper of the day put 
it. Up to then he had been a 
fairly conservative, respect¬ 
able painter with consider¬ 
able success. But in his late 
forties he threw- it ail aside, 
adopting instead a spare, 
comparatively modern 
style, influenced primarily 
by Rose period Picasso and 
lining him up with that 
brand of Parisian chic we 
would now call Deco. He 
was accused of cynicism 
and opportunism and lost 
many of his old admirers 
without living long enough 
to establish a solid new 
reputation. The show at the 
fine Art Society is heavily 
weighted towards the last 
period, much of it coming 
from foe collection of his 
niece. Gabrielte Cross, 
who died recently. It in¬ 
cludes fine portraits, 
among them famous im¬ 
ages of Vivian Forbes and 
of Jules Zaire, a black Paris 
barman. There are also 
some of his magical Sym¬ 
bolist fantasies, such as 
Sain/ Sebastian and 
Fugue, both of 1932, and 
some highly evocative 
North African scenes. 
There seems no doubt that 
his last period was far and 
away his finest. High time 
to forget the kerfuffle these 
paintings caused and ac¬ 
cept them gratefully for 
just what they' are. 

Fine Art Society, 14S New 
Bond Street. Wl {OI?l 629 
51161. Mon-Fri 9JOam- 
5JOpm. Sat lOam-lpm. 
until Jan 16 

■ SINCE the circus con¬ 
tains so many glittering 
encounters between illu¬ 
sion and reality, glamour 
and squalor, pleasure and 
pain, it is hardly surprising 
that so many artists have 
been drawn to it. In 1937 
Morris Kestdman was 
commissioned to prepare 
colour lithographic illus¬ 
trations for a book on the 
circus in England. The 
advent of the war meant 
foe book never appeared, 
and the lithographs are 
only now published. To 
celebrate the occasion, and 
Kestelman's 92nd birth¬ 
day. the Boundary Gallery 
presents a seasonable 
show of Kestelman on foe 
circus, contrasted with 
three other artists, Ameri¬ 
can (Jacqueline Morreau), 
British (Gillian Kogan} 
and Georgian (Jacob 
Jugashvili). The variety of 
response is astonishing. 
Boundary Gallery, 9S 
Boundary Road, NWS 
{0171-624 11261 Wed-Sat 
llam-6pm. reopens Jan 7. 
until Jan 17 

John Russell 
Taylor 


MUSIC: Hettie Judah joins Pavarotti, Bono and pals as they touch down in Bosnia to open the War Child charity's music centre. Plus concert reviews 


Pipe up for peace 


S ociety ladies may prefer 
New York, but for that 
last pre-Christmas Day 
trip, motaktiaus favour Mostar. 
This week Luciano Pavarotti 
was delivered on to Bosnian 
soil through the back end of a 
vast RAF Chinook, flanked by 
Mortar's black and formerly 
Serb-sodden hills. It was a 
suitably surreal piece of stage 
direction; for the maestro's 
visit despite all the publicity, 
moitey.a&d music that he hi! 
put into-the country through 
his “Pavarcati and Friends” 
concerts, this was his first ever 
sniff of Bosnian air. 

While he may have withheld 
^hfs physical presence, his in- 
i/fluence has secured the dev¬ 
elopment of ; one of the boldest 
arts projects on foe route to 
Bosnian regeneration. The 
constructkin of War Child's 
■ “Pavarotti Music Centre” in 
divided.cineraTy Mostar is an 
ex P re ssk>n no$ simply of hope 
for tfie future of Bosnia's 
children, hut of almost crazy 
faith in the future of the city. 
Mostar is still strongly di- 
■ vided along Bosnian Muslim 
and Croat lines. Car bombs 
have gone off as recently as 
- September, and day-to-day 
tensions still run. high. Even 
.‘jravaiutti’s co-sponsor. U2 
■ ^frontman Bond, admits that 
-The centre will be a tempting 
-target should the Croats re- 
start their bomb attacks. Built 
behind tfe facade 0 f a shelled 
^.orphanage in Muslim East 
HjMostar, foe buildins is brigh t, 
rtnodernand prominently posi- 
Jtioned. ft was hinted that 
ifavarntte obviously Italian. 
*nd hence Catholic, name was 



Pavarotti: high-speed trip 


attached to the building to 
defer a Catholic Croat offen¬ 
sive. There are few who would 
invest in a major capital 
project in a time of such 
uncertain peace, and it is to 
War Child's and Pavarotti'S 
great credit that they were 
brave enough to do so. 

In a four-hour visit there is 

room for little more than 
symbolic gestures; this Dip 
was potent with them. Having 

broken his oath that he would 

never fly in a helicopter (be 
later told me that it was 
something “I would not do for 
a million dollars, but l*d do it 
for these children"), Pavarotti 
hurtled through the city at 
uncharacteristic speed. He 
had an impressive entourage*. 
Bono. Brian Ena, Bianca Jag- 
ger, Sir Tom Stoppard and a 
batch of Italian musical stars 
came to express solidarity. For 
one evening at least, their 
gesture of peace was recipro¬ 


cated. The mayors of east and 
west were seen together for the 
first time, and foe visitors were 
greeted in the devastated 
Musala Square, which at the 
height of foe oonflict received 
an estimated 3,000 shells a 
day, by a choir of children 
from both sides of the city 
waiting peacefully in foe rain. 

“When you are happy you 
sing in foe shower," Pavarotti 
told me. It is this absent joy 
that the project is trying to 
reintroduce into the lives of 
Bosnia's traumatised children. 
Conceived as a world-leading 
centre for experimental music 
therapy, it will build on the 
work of two British charities. 
War Child and foe Serious 
Road Trip, during the conflict. 
The centre is already claiming 
impressive results; children 
who could not speak have 
found a voice. B^'ond individ¬ 
ual therapy, jt is hoped that 
making music together will 
unite children. 

It is still too early to bathe in 
idealism. The diildren's con¬ 
cert For Pavarotti was crawling 
with security men and plain- 
clothed police, each side 
watching the other closely. 
Even the ridiculous brevity of 
foe musicians' visit was dictat¬ 
ed by a disagreement between 
the rival mayors who refused 
to let a British plane into foe 
city's airport. 

This war will produce 
music of real anger," Bono 
told me. “Any city has a right 
to make noise to exorcise what 
they’ve been through." It 
seems that Mostar has got to 
make some serious noise be¬ 
fore we hear the melody. 


Festive 

gifts 

A BUSY weekend for Stephen 
Layton's vocal ensemble Po¬ 
lyphony saw them give Han¬ 
del’s Messiah on Saturday 
and half of Bach’s Christmas 
Oratorio on Sunday, both at St 
John's. Smith Square. They 
were assisted in Sunday's 
programme by foe early 
music group Canzona (direc¬ 
tor Theresa Caudle) which, as 
well as accompanying the first 
three parts of the Bach, filled 
out foe programme with 
Corelli's Concerto Grosso 
Op 6 No 8 in G minor, the 
“Christmas Concerto". 

The core of Canzona is small 
but flexible — players are 
added for larger works such 
as die Bach — and a sense of 
that individual response came 
across in the Corelli. Just as 
foe members of a string quar¬ 
tet would interact, so 
Canzona's instrumentalists 
breathed together in foe Ada¬ 
gio sections and struck sparks 
off each other in foe Allegros. 

Taking over the direction for 
the Christmas Oratorio, Ste¬ 
phen Layton adopted similar¬ 
ly judicious tempi. The 
Sinfonia introducing Parr 2, 
another pastoral movement, 
had a perfectly judged. lilting 
domed rhythm, pushing gently 
forward all the time. The big 
choral movements, such as 
those opening Parts 1 and 3. 
had buoyancy as well as an 
appropriately celebratory air, 
while foe chorales were treat¬ 
ed with imaginative variety. 

Catherine Boa made the 
most of foe relatively minor 


High, wide and handsome 



soprano role, duetting stylish¬ 
ly with the bass, Michael 
George, in Lord, Thy Mercy. 
George himself has one of the 
noblest voices in the early 
music business, and even if 
there were worrying signs of it 
spreading unduly, he deliv¬ 
ered lus numbers wifo cus¬ 
tomary aplomb. Catherine 
Wyn-Rogers was a fine con¬ 
tralto soloist in Slumber Be¬ 
loved while, in foe tenor role, 
James Gilchrist was fresh of 
voice and animated of line. 


MAHLER'S Eighth Sympho¬ 
ny, foe so-called Siymphony of 
a Thousand, is monumental, 
extravagant and bombastic, a 
work perfectly suited to foe 
conducting style of James 
Levine. In foe last of his three 
concerts wifo the Phil- 
harmonia Orchestra the 
American maestro did not 
disappoint, but he also sprung 
some pleasant surprises in a 
taur performance free of cloy¬ 
ing emotionalism. 

At the opening, Levine rook 
foe score’s “impetuoso" mark¬ 
ing to heart, and the music 
surged along excitingly. Most 
impressive of all was the right 
ensemble between the no few¬ 
er than five choruses, three 


tWIhaniMHa/ 
Levine •- 
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children’s choirs and orches¬ 
tra. Banked up high above foe 
platform, foe well-drilled sing¬ 
ers attacked every phrase as 
one. even when Levine was 
less than prodigious wifo his 
cues. Both visually and aural¬ 
ly this was an Albert Hall 
speoacular. with the stage 
bursting at the seams and foe 
magnificent futtis under¬ 
pinned by foe unmistakable 
sound of foe organ. 

There were a few moments. 


especially in foe first move¬ 
ment. where Levine seemed to 
be marking time. At such 
points it was tempting to 
question Mahler’s grandiose 
vision in combining the two 
mystical texts — the first a 
medieval prayer, foe second 
foe closing scene from Goe¬ 
the's Faust — but strong vocal 
performances soon drew the 
ear back in. 

From the formidable line-up 
of singers, all regular Levine 
collaborators, two stood out all 
evening: the imposing, golden- 
toned mezzo of Michelle 
DeYoung and the incisive 
tenor of Johan Botha. Jane 
Eaglen’s top notes were not 
always spot-on and her voice 
may have losr its shine, but 
Deborah Voigt compensated 
with her radiant soprano. 

Stepping in at short notice. 


Barry 
Millington 

Felicitous and animated 


IF FIORDIUGI and Dora- 
bella had been Lieder sing¬ 
ers... well, they would have 
been snapped up by the 
Songmakers’ Almanac which, 
in its 21st birthday year, 
turned back the pages for a 
repeat performance of that 
gloriously speculative evening 
of witty homage to Mozart and 
to the female voice. 

Graham Johnson has sug¬ 
gested that this, one of his 
most virtuoso feats of pro¬ 
gramming, bears a similar 
relationship to Cosi fan tutte 
as Tom Stoppard'S Rosen- 
crantz and Guildenstem are 
Dead does to Hamlet. That 
gives you some idea. But it 
gives only a him of the web of 
verbal and musical cross- 
reference, foe tenderness and 
foe outrageousness with 


Wigmore Hail 


which Johnson matches Mo¬ 
zart and his librettist da Ponte 
in a musical pattern of human 
joy, pain, expectation, deceit 
and conceit. 

Three of the founder mem¬ 
bers of the Songmakers' Alma¬ 
nac were on hand for the 
occasion, and the presence of 
Felicity Loti, Ann Murray and 
Richard Jackson made this 
revival seem even more au¬ 
thentic than foe original “stag¬ 
ing" in July 1983 which did 
not, as it happens, feature 
these singers at all. Lon and 
Murray are such an inex¬ 
haustibly accomplished dou¬ 
ble-act that it was difficult to 


believe foal there could ever be 
such devoted sisters in art, be 
they pouting at each other 
during some exquisite 
Schubertian singing exercises, 
or cooing through sisterly 
duets by Wolf, Brahms, Men¬ 
delssohn and Schumann. 

Their own vocal virtuosity 
was answered by Johnson’s 
and Jackson's respective skills 
in literary detection, selection 
and recitation. From Austen 
and Kipling to Dorothy 
Parker. Samuel Johnson and 
D.H. Lawrence they ranged. 
And Jackson's declamation of 
Don Alfonso's laconic lines 
from Cosi found their match 
in the most deft and daring 
musical connections in foe 
fingers of Jolmson. 

Hilary Finch 


Jan-Hendrik Rootering made 
his mark as Pater Profundis in 
foe second movement. Heidi 
Grant Murphy sang the Ma- 
ier Gloriosa's brief lines with 
purity, and Birgitta Svenden 
and Eike Wilm Schulte main¬ 
tained tite level of this high- 
class octet. 

The orchestral playing was 
especially warm m the second 
movement. Levine empha¬ 
sised the chamber music-like 
qualities of foe writing in its 
successive episodes, always 
making them as cohesive and 
unsentimental as possible. 
Best of all was the hushed tone 
with which foe massive 
chorus began foe dosing 
hymn, and foe masterfully 
controlled build-up to fo e 
work's earth-shattering end. 

John Allison 
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Check out 
those 
employee 
records 

By Rodney Hobson 

EMPLOYEE records' should be 
spring cleaned when firms reopen 
after the Christinas break because 
of impending changes in the law, 
the Institute of Personnel and 
Development says. 

The publication of the Data 
Protection Bill is scheduled to take 
place in January. It wiD extend the 
right of employees to have access 
to written as well as computerised 
records. 

Angela Edward, the institute's 
policy adviser, says: “Employees 
will have the right to know what 
information employers keep on 
them, how it is used and its 
relevance to their pay, promotion 
and prospects.' 1 

She says there could be serious 
financial implications for employ¬ 
ers found keeping inaccurate in¬ 
formation and advises companies 
to check that all data is accurate, 
relevant and valid. The main 
danger is with information gath¬ 
ered informally, which is more 
likely to be inaccurate, as it is 
rarely checked and verified in the 
same way as formal records. 

Arguing that properly processed 
data is good for businesss as well 
as for the employer, she says: 
“Employers who use out-of-date or 
inaccurate information to make 
decisions about training, promo¬ 
tion or career development risk 
malting expensive mistakes. Em¬ 
ployers should not keep anything 
that they may not be able to verify 
or justify. If you don't want your 
employee to see it. then you 
shouldn't keep It” 

However, she cautions employ¬ 
ers against allowing people to see 
data that identifies a third party. 



Christmas starts early 
for small businesses 


Don't Calk to me about having 
to work Christmas Day!" 


Widget Finn on 


how festive firms 


spread the work 


through the year 


F or a small enterprise, Christ¬ 
mas starts eariy. Chantal 
TunnadifTe is already plan¬ 
ning and selling her card designs 
for the 1998 season. About 95 per 
cent of her business is Christmas- 
focused and half the annual turn¬ 
over is generated from September 
to December. This years Christ¬ 
mas trade finished for her on 
Dece m be r 15. Next month she will 
be planning marketing for the next 
festive season and dismissing new 
lines with her commercial 
customers. 

Five years ago Mrs TunnadifTe 
heard about Emmaus. an interna¬ 
tional charity for homeless, people, 
and wanted to help to raise money 
for her local branch in Cambridge. 
She offered some artwork which 
proved highly popular as Christ¬ 
mas cards, and that modest begin¬ 
ning turned her firm a self-taught 
amateur artist into a professional 
painter and businesswoman. 

“The success of the cards for 
Emmaus made me think that there 
could be a wider market for my 
designs." says Mrs Tunnacliffe. "So 
I did a very optimistic intitiai print 
run of5,000 of each of six designs." 

Her optimism was justified and 
the designs — themed around 
Russian churches — attracted a lot 
of interest at the Birmingham 
Spring Gift Fair. There she made 
her first contacts with other chari¬ 
ties and shops, and now supplies 
cards to several charities including 
SOS Children’s Villages, the Nat¬ 
ional Eczema Society, the Dyslexia 
Association and the Pasteur Insti¬ 
tute in Paris. She has over a 
hundred designs in production 
which are sold to wholesale cus¬ 
tomers in France. Switzerland, 
Russia and Canada. 

Mrs TunnadifTe handles all the 
print-buying herself so she can 
oversee the process. "Irs time- 
consuming. but it means that I get 
better financial return than simply 
selling on the designs." That first 
tentative print run has been well 
eclipsed. Save the Children Fund 
ordered 150.000 cards of one design 


* 
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Angela Hawkins and Dinah Savflle with some of the handmade crackers that can be recyded every year 


this year, while Emmaus. her first 
customer, has sold more than 
20,000 Tunnadiffe cards this sea¬ 
son. Charity cards sell for about 8p 
each, but Mrs Tunnacliffe^ cre¬ 
ations can run to more than £1 
each. Turnover in 1997 readied 
£50,000. 

National gift fairs are Mrs 
Tunnaclifle's main market, which 
means that from early spring she is 
preparing die Christmas orders. 
She also takes a stand at die 
Country Living Christmas fair in 
November. 

“This year's fair was die first 
where I did more than break even, 
because 1 was selling artwork and 
prin ts as well as cards" she says. 
"Cards are so inexpensive that irs 
impossible to make money selling 
direct to the public but It’S very 
valuable to talk to customers. 1 
learn which designs are popular 
and why." 

This market research has made 
Mrs Tunnadiffe change the colour 
schemes of her cards from cool 
blues and greens to warmer tones. 
Her current bestselling cards fea¬ 


ture camels an the Flight into 
Egypt. “People like to be reminded 
of die summer, and heat and 
foreign holidays," she explains. 

C hristmas for Angela Haw¬ 
kins and Dinah Savflle 
starts an January 9 — when 


and work out how much stock will 
be needed. Their business, selling 
reusable crackers, can justifiably 
Haim tn be as green as a bunch of 
holly “Crackers are an expensive 
item that are bought by every 
household in the country — and 
then thrown away,” explains Mrs 
Hawldns. “We produce tiawHmaiV 
crackers in beautiful materials that 
can easily be reassembled and 
recyded each year." 

The Cracker Maker started three 
years ago, selling at local charity 
fairs, but the partners soon decided 
that London was their main mar¬ 
ket Now they sell at national craft 
fairs and do mail-order sales 
generated through the considerable 
publicity they have attracted 
through magazine editorials. The 


Owner managers c 
in UK optimistic 
about prospects 


OWNER MANAGERS across the 
European Union have become 
more optimistic about business 
prospects for 199R after two years 
of dedining expectations. 

British owner managers lead the 
way in the optimism stakes while 
Germany trails badly, according to 
the sixth annual survey by Grant 
Thorton, the accountant and busi¬ 
ness adviser. 

Andrew Godfrey, head of growth 


The survey shows the expectations 
of UK firms to be well above foe 
EU average on. turnover, employ’ 
merit and. particularly, profitabili¬ 
ty. which is a good indicator of 
future performance.” 

Nearly half of British companies 
expect to expand their workforce in 
the next 12 months and three 
quarters expect turnover to rise. 

German firms are not as pessi¬ 
mistic as in previous years but they 
remain the least optimistic, with 
many continuing to predicta fall in 
profitability and employment. 


By Rodney Hobson 

across foe French businesses, c wh j^l 7 
i become gloomy expectations for IW7. are 
business looking forward to a brighter year, 
two years On the whole, foe optimism is 
not based on hopes of rising P^es- 
rs lead the In France and Germany com- 
ikes while panies believe they will nave to cut 
cording to selling prices, 
by Grant Mr Godfrey says: We are 
arid buri- witnessing some very positive^.. 

trends among foe UK small to 
of growth medium __ enterprises, with _ m- 


pectations employment and property, 
above foe downside, there is still a gap 
r. employ- between foe UK and Europe on 
jrofitabfli- selling prices, which could lead to 
dicator of competitive problems. 

“the picture on_ exports is 
rompanies slightly different. This is one area 
irkfarce in where the survey does oM show 
md three greater optimism. Across foe EU 
to rise. as a whole, export expectations for 
t as pessi- 1998 are exactly foe same as for 
rs but they 1997 and have not recovered to 
istic. with 1995 levels. In some countries, 
jet a fall in including the UK. export expecta- 
p toymen t. tions have continued to slide." 


Santa is proving increasingly 
popular wim the business world, 
the Institute of Trade Mark 
Agents says. The word Santa has 
been registered as a trade mark 
by seven different companies to 
cover items including toiletries, 
greetings cards, ornaments, toys 
for animals and plum puddings. 
Young Santa, Son of Santa, 
Santa’s Son, Santa Babes. Santa's 
Big Day, Santa Claws and Santa 
Claus are already registered as 
trade marks. Santa and Ruby, 
Santa's Footprints and Santa's 
Best are all pending registration. 

□ Banks and financial service 
companies have foe'most festive 
spirit, the Institute of Personnel 
mid Development says. Seven out 
often companies in foe sector held 
Christmas parties, while, fewer 
than one in ten in the construction 
industry have a get-together at 
work. In general, the institute 
says, the smaller the company, foe 
less likely it is to hold an office 
party. 

□ The annual conference of the 
Federation of Small Businesses in 
March wiD be addressed - by 


partners are looking' at extending 
the selling season with dried Sower 
arrangements and customised 
crackers for golden weddings and 
special occasions, but Christmas 
trading dominates half of the year. 

"There's a constant battle to keep 
up with demand at this time of 
year," says Angela Hawkins. 
"Apart from employing students in 
the summer to build up cracker 
stocks, irs just foe two of us 
working all hours — which, of 
course, doesn't come into our 
pricing structure." 

Mrs Hawkins reckons she will 
be sending out orders “right up 
unt3 Christmas Eve". 

Meanwhile Chantal Tunnadiffe 
avoided this final week's frenetic 
countdown to Christmas. Last or¬ 
ders completed, she escaped 
abroad to paint and get inspiration 
far the cards we will be sending in 
1998. 

Chantal Tunnacliffe: phone 01223 
24/427 

The Cracker Maker phone 013S6 
860646 


William Hague, the Leader of foe 
Opposition. Barbara Roche, the . 
Small Firms Minister, and Padraig f v 
Flynn, foe European Commission¬ 
er for Emplojinent and Soaal 
Affairs. 

□ A free guide for owner manag¬ 
ers thinking of selling their busi¬ 
nesses has been produced by 
Deloitte & Touche, foe chartered 
accountant. Copies can be obtained 
from Rachel Gristock on 0171-303 
5040. 

□ The Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment^Week Exhibition is moving to 
Olympia. The 1998 event, the 
twelfth, will open on March 31. The 
Institute of Personnel and Develop¬ 
ment organises the three-day event l 

□ Venture Capital Report has pro¬ 
duced its 1998 Guide to Private 
Equity and Venture Capital in the 
UK and Europe. Published by Pit¬ 
man Publishing, the report costs 
£195. 

□ Lending by Barclays Bank 
through the Small Firms Training 
Loans Scheme has topped £J 

mfllirm. . 


“ r- 


■i 

if ■'• 


■Mm 


i ' 

i ■- 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


LEGAL & PUBLlt NOTICES - : | mm.APPonrrMEjrrs 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


BUSINESS SERVICES 







m&m 




EQUIPMENT ENOS UNCERTAINTY 
Disloyalty can have catastrophic 
results. We provide discreet 
advice and a comprehensive 
range of amazing 
electronic products. 

Free catalogue on request. Oil 


LORRAINE ELECTRONICS 
716 Lm Bridge Road, London B0 6XW 


0181-558 4226 

F ax Of81 55 8 1338 
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EM. ROYAL YACHT BRITANNIA 

A SPECTACULAR MEMENTO OF BRITISH 
MARITIME HISTORY. 

FOR SALE 

A Magnificent 5 M ad cd propeller ex. ELM. Royal 
Yacht Britannia would provide a focal point for major 
prop ert y development, maritime theme project or sodi 
like prestige location. 

Diameter approx 3 metres weight 4800 Kg, of 
Novoston Bronze (Manganese Aluminium Bronze.) 
Contact Pan! A Meson. 

SandOl (BuIBon) Ltd 
Tel: 07423 358440 
Fax: 01423 358434 


internet services 
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I'ar. litts/ftesses Cutting on the W / 
tlfere’s really only a/te ivebtrrtter 

MARKYBOY 

the complete buitness service includes your own 
beautifully designed, fully u-.tegr.itod web si to 
reflecting your fn rn's unique house style 
your own dom.Vfl (www.yOUfCO co.uk) 
e-mr.il address (ycai@yourcO.co.uk) 
i castration in ail the major- 
search engines 

for more 

information on creating 
a stunning internet presence 
call or tax us on 0171-366 9666 
or e mail us at markyboy@usa.net 
we also supply complete computer systems 
With on-site war r anty for under £ I 000 The best 
value wobwMtmfi and equipment supplier in the UK 


NO FRANCHISE FEES! 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY WITH 

immediate pntpeas at earning £750 per week hem the find 
week’s trading! No premises needed as yoor car became* yoar 
office. We operate ail over tee eoaauy sad if we have 
availability in year area you. would wo* widen ■ 60 mile’s 
radios from year home. We give yon ftifi free saining mcbx&ag 
v<iridnyiiop|Pdc> pecsoa who is earning Us living this way, 
before either of os commit ooodvea. 

Yoa atay have sny type ctvcddagtmt±groaad bet yooaais 
have a good attendance recent You bum be able to devote 
yoorsdf foU time to das business sad have a wodting capital of 
at least £i ,000. If yoq enjoy driving around Ihe coc uai yi i dc and 
meeting people from all walks of Hfie then 

pb«a)l302)3fi7111 for farther drtafe. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNIES 


A Major 


l a lat o mim i niciiti o cj 
opportunity teunchad 
Oct 97. RapaaOng 
Income fa r fa . 


08000741034 

24 bn 


WE CHALLENGE YOU 


jsnHswcE.TOnrrxsK 

YWRWnWALSC8n»SM*l«] 
USTBfftMMMMnES 
ABOUT A SERIOUS BUSKS WIH 
POIBmALTOfiOBATE 
44 REUK MHIHLY MOBEE 
WTHNW^CSu 


0181 236 4039 
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SHIPPING LAW 

A vacancy exists fur a qualified banister or 
solicitor with 2/5 years relevant PQE to join a 
consultancy practice, with an established 
reputation and market position, dealing 
mostly with arbitration, chaiterparty, bill of 
lading and S&P matters. Applicants should 
combine a good acade mi c background with a 
high degree of commercial acumen and 

itmiwflanding 

please apply with foil C.V. to Box No 8816. 


LEGAL 

r<| APPOINTMENTS 


Legal Appointments appears In The Times every Tuesday. 

With cotTB ^ ont ga g. fcadmg editorial written by eminent experts in the 
legal field. TheTimes is read by more legal professionals 
than any Other quality daily newspaper. 

4* 100% cd'advertisexnents for barristers are placed in Tfte7Xmes. 

& 9<L8% of advertisements for lawyers are placed in The Times. 

$ 96.9% of advertisements for legal adviser are placed m The Times. 

$ KX)% of advertisements for legal derk are placed in The Times. 

The Tuna carries 90.4% of all vacancies advertised Indie daily quality 
press for the legal professon. 

‘ Some MMSStuembvmi 



TELEPHONE: 0171 680 6830/6831 FAX; 0171 782 7399 
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NEXT WEEK: DAVID PANNICK 
REVIEWS THE YEAR 
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Right way to deter 
civil wrongdoers 
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Why are lawyers so disliked? Jim Carrey in the Hollywood comedy Liar. Liar, plays up to the popular image as the lawyer/liar of the title 

Evetyone loathes a lawyer 

A '^y^cJJZ Making the legal profession more popular could 

fe^T £”<&££ prove daunting for Labour, says Fiona Bawdon S p 


A t die end of his 
apocalyptic speech to 
the Law Society con¬ 
ference in October, 
Lord Irvine of Lairg noted that 
the legal profession had fallen 
lower and lower in public 
estimation in recent years. 
One of his aims as lord 
Chancellor was to see lawyers 
being held in the same affec¬ 
tion as nurses. His “new 
regime" — of replacing legal 
aid with conditional fees in ail 
dvil money claims — “should 
go a long way to heighten the 
public standing of lawyers". 

Loathing and suspicion of 
lawyers has a long pedigree. 
In 321 BC, Plato wrote that a 
lawyer’s "soul is small and un¬ 
righteous ... from the first he 
has practised deception and 
retaliation and become stunt¬ 
ed and warped". Such senti¬ 
ments would fit nicely into a 
Daily Mail leader. 

Other notables who have put 
the boot into lawyers include 
(in no particular order) Shake¬ 
speare, Benjamin Franklin. 
Samuel Johnson, Samuel But¬ 
ler, Jonathan Swift, , Thomas 
Jefferson, John Keats,. Samuel. : 
Taylor Coleridge. Oscar Wilde 
and Dan Quayle. 

For all his fine words. Lord 
Irvine and his officials are not 
above tapping into popular 
dislike of lawyers when it suits 
them. When Downing Street 
officials leaked the contents of 
Lord Irvine’S speech, presum¬ 
ably to ensure a favourable 
reception, the proposals were 
presented as a much-needed 
brake* on runaway lawyers. 
While the broadsheets were 
more sceptical (pointing out 
that the cuts might also clob¬ 
ber the poor), the tabloids 
found the chance to engage in 
lawyer-bashing too good to 


From bad 
to worse 

AS IF the Government was 
not getting enough flak over 
benefits reform, the Council 
on Tribunals — chaired by 
Lord Archer of Sandwell, Sofi- 
cftor-General in the last La¬ 
bour Government — has at-. 
tacked plans to shake up the 
benefits appeals system. 

In its annual report, the 
council sayrs that the new 
Social Security BiU. which will 
mean that benefits appeals 
will be heard by a single 
person and not a tribunal of 
three chaired by a lawyer, 
could mean a reversion to the 
oki “unsatisfactory" system. 

The new appeals body will 
be made up of a panel of ex¬ 
perts. "As a result," the 
council says, "some appeals 
may in future be derided by 
tribunals constituted as only 
one person, not necessarily 
with legal training." The coun¬ 
cil is strongly critical of the 
plans, which remove from ap¬ 
pellants'the right to a hearing 
before a tribunal of three 
chaired by a lawyer, all of 
whom “bring a wealth of exper¬ 
tise and experience. ■ • U'e 
effect of the other reforms in the 
Bill, aimed at removing errors 
and delays in benefits deci- 


miss. The Sun's headline ran: 
“Curb on lawyers’ legal aid 
rip-off". The Express wrote of 
plans to "halt the legal aid 
gravy train for lawyers" and 
the Daily Mail leader con¬ 
cluded: "Inevitably, the legal 
profession is already squeal¬ 
ing at Lord Irvine's initiative. 
For that reason alone, he 
deserves to succeed." 

These papers knew their 
coverage would strike a chord 
with their readers, but just 
why are lawyers so unpopu¬ 
lar? Marcel Berlins, a writer 
and broadcaster. 
says it is partly 
because of the dr- PeOp 

cumstances in ^ 

which most people gW 

go to see them. “On 
the whole, they are Hpryi 

iherewhen you are LAV_ ' 1A1 

in trouble of some fi_ p 

kind. They are seen H1CJ 

as parasites feed- -u 
ing off other peo- Clicy 

pjels disasters " He _____ 

adds' that ‘rhufch of 
die opprobrium is self-inflict¬ 
ed. “People tend to come out of 
studying the law more pomp¬ 
ous titan when they went in," 
he says. “I have seen friends of 
mine go in quite normal 
people and come out making 
Latin quips and terrible la¬ 
boured jokes. They develop a 
bedside manner of superiority 
and arrogance." 

- A bedside manner that can 
continue even when they are 
off duty. A friend's family 
holiday was blighted by the 
constant braying of a barris¬ 
ter. holding forth over dinner 
that he did not want to be 


People feel 
able to 
demonise 
them as 
they wish 


made a judge just yet because 
he could not live on less than 
the E250.000 he was earning. 
“He stopped talking to me 
when he found out I was only 
a graphic designer." he recalls. 

Reger Smith, director of the 
Legal Action Group, however, 
insists that dislike of lawyers 
here is as nothing compared 
with the United States. "I doit 
think there is a visceral hatred 
of lawyers in this country." he 
says. The attitude of the Brit¬ 
ish Is more ambivalent. “Law¬ 
yers are seen as boring but 
basically trustwor- 
thy. If the Govem- 

£ feci 111611115 in a hole, it 

will appoint a law- 
x to y* r to “rt out." 

' ■ he says, citing the 

inise s ^ nd NDl - 

— Mr Smith fears 

A cLb that the extension 

* i of conditional fees, 

yisn far from mi proving 

_____ their ^tandiijg as 

Lord frvine dauris 

— will create a dimate more 
akin to that in America. 

Mr Smith explains: "Law¬ 
yers will be seen as bring paid 
above what is reasonable. 
What starts off as an attack an 
lawyers will end up as an 
attack on the integrity of the 
justice system." 

Greater use of conditional 
fees is predicted to lead to 
more advertising by lawyers 

— and, in America, there is 
evidence that the more law¬ 
yers advertise, the more they 
are distrusted. A study in lcrwa 
found that after lawyers began 
advertising on TV. the p fu¬ 



sions. should be assessed be¬ 
fore other changes are 
contemplated." 

Oat of court 

PEOPLE with disputes before 
the Court of Appeal are being 
encouraged to resolve them 
outside court under a pilot 
scheme launched by the Mas¬ 
ter of the Rolls. Lord Woolf, 



Lambey: off Death Row 


who heads the Court of Ap¬ 
peal's CiviJ Division, wants 
people to try to settle disputes 
by mediation rather than in a 
Court of Appeal hearing. In 
his Review of the Legal Year, 
1996-97 for the Court of Ap¬ 
peal's Civil Division. Lord 
Woolf says: “I am optimistic 
that alternative dispute resolu¬ 
tion has a role to play in help- 

Freedom 
for Corinne 

CORINNE LAMBEY. 19. has 
just been acquitted of murder 
and released from Death Row 
in Belize, alter the efforts of 
Freedom Now. She is the third 
young prisoner released this 
year after help by the group, 
which has campaigned for ten 
years to help Britons faring 
miscarriages of justice abroad, 
particularly those on Death 
Row. 

The “group" in fact com¬ 
prises Andrew McCooey. a 
Kent solicitor, with help from 
Edward Fitzgerald. QC- The 
work is all pro bona publico. 
Now the group is seeking 
charitable status. 
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portion of people who thought 
they were honourable fell from 
65 per cent to 14 per cent. 

Yet leaving aside the impact 
of advertising, many of the 
criticisms now levied at law¬ 
yers could apply equally to 
other professions, which — 
with the exception of estate 
agents and journalists — are 
not generally disliked. 

In a 1995 Law Society study 
of people's attitudes towards 
different professions, doctors 
came top across all categories. 
Yet doctors can be just as 
arrogant (ask any nurse) and 
use just as much jargon (ask 
any patient). 

They are also open to accu¬ 
sations of treating 
clients/patients as little more 
than money-making opportu¬ 
nities. The headline of one 
article in the medical maga¬ 
zine Financial Pulse earlier 
this year was: “Travel vaccines 
— broaden your earnings. Dr 
Mike Townsend .explains how 
GPs cSh faldF advantage of 
patients' trips to exotic destina¬ 
tions." The same issue also 
gave advice on how to boost 
vaccination levels and so trig¬ 
ger payments for * meeting 
targets. (“As a last resort, it 
might even be worth giving 
the immunisation at home if if 
means hitting the target" — 
surely this is ambulance-chas¬ 
ing by another name? This 
practice could generate up to 
£3,700 from an effective annu¬ 
al influenza vaccination cam¬ 
paign.") Imagine the field day 
the tabloids would have if 
lawyers were writing in such 
terms. 


ing parties and the court to 
find ways of resolving cases 
without a hearing before the 
Court of Appeal." 

Such out-of-court dispute 
resolution could provide a 
“cheaper, quicker and more 
satisfactory solution for the 
parties than a court hearing”. 

Two views 

THE publication by the Law 
Society last week of its blue¬ 
print for a self-financing legal 
aid fund based on the “no win, 
no fee” principle has high¬ 
lighted differences in the ap¬ 
proaches of the profession’s 
two branches towards the 
Government’s reform plans. 

The Bar Council is contin¬ 
uing to press for a contingency 
legal aid fund which, it says, 
would render unnecessary 
proposals to replace legal aid 
with conditional fees for most 
money claims. 

The Law Society has made a 
conscious effort to be more 
accommodating. It has calcu¬ 
lated that it is simply unrealis¬ 
tic to expect the Government 
to back down completely and 
is trying to persuade the 
Government that the Legal 
Aid Board — not lawyers — 
should stump up the condi¬ 
tional-fees insurance pre¬ 
miums for people who cannot 
afford them. 
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One legal aid lawyer smarts 
at being deemed a “fat cat", 
while his brother, a GP. 
earning broadly the same, is a 
latter-day saint. Doctors, he 
says, are just as capable of 
being unscrupulous as law¬ 
yers are popularly believed to 
be. A doctors’ practice near his 
brother's—which was also the 
only local dispensary — 
whipped up a campaign 
among local people to stop a 
rival pharmacy opening in the 
area — to no obvious benefit to 
anyone but the doctors and 
their wallets. 

Mr Smith has a theory 
about why the questionable 
activities erf doctors are gener¬ 
ally ignored, while those of 
lawyers are exaggerated. “Un¬ 
less you're a serial bigamist or 
a major criminal, the chances 
are that you may never see a 
lawyer. People feel able to 
demonise them, to play with 
their image — but they don't 
dare with doctors because they 
know they 11 need them at 
some point," he says. 

So. as Labour is being cri¬ 
ticised for reneging on some 
election pledges, it also seems 
likely to fail "in its attempts to 
make lawyers loveable. 


W hen courts award damages, the aim 
is usually to compensate the vic¬ 
tim's loss. But this is not always so. 
Sometimes damages are awarded to punish 
the wrongdoer. These are known as “puni¬ 
tive" (or “exemplary") damages. Last week 
the Law Commission, the Government's law 
reform body, published a report and draft 
Bill for the reform of the law on punitive 
damages. The law in this area badly needs to 
be rationalised and modernised. As one 
senior judge has put h, the present law “cries 
aloud for parliamentary intervention". Al¬ 
most everyone who responded to our consult¬ 
ation paper agreed. 

There are arbitrary and illogical restric¬ 
tions on when punitive damages may be 
awarded. The leading case of Rookes v Bar¬ 
nard in 1964 staled that unless expressly au¬ 
thorised by statute, punitive damages can be 
awarded in only two cate¬ 
gories of case. One is where 
there has been oppressive. 
arbitrary or unconstitu¬ 
tional wrongdoing by a ser¬ 
vant or the Government; 
and the other is where the 
wrongdoer has committed 
the wrong cynically calcu¬ 
lating that it would be prof¬ 
itable to do so. 

In 1993. the Court of 
Appeal in the Camelford 
water case added a further 
peculiar requirement: even 
if a case falls within the 
above two categories, puni¬ 
tive damages can be 
awarded only if they had AND 

been awarded for that par- dt id t 

titular wrong before 1964 __ 

(that is, before Rookes v 
Barnard was decided). This means that 
wrongs developed since 1964 (such as sex' or 
race discrimination) cannot trigger an award 
of punitive damages: and wrongs recognised 
before 1964 cannot either, if one cannot trace 
a case (perhaps because of the accidents of 
law reporting) in which punitive damages 
were awarded for that wrong before 1964. 

Nor can the two categories be rationally 
defended Why should a private store de¬ 
tective who maliciously falsely “arrests" an 
alleged shoplifter be immune from punitive 
damages, when a police officer, who does ex¬ 
actly the same, is not? Why should it make all 
the difference, as regards the availability of 
punitive damages, whether or not a person 
who physiocally attacks another was paid to 
do so. or whether an author libels a person 
for profit rather than simply out of malice? 

But though ft is widely accepted that 
reform is needed, responses to our consult¬ 
ation paper revealed very different views as 
to the path reform should take. One view is 
that rationalisation demands the abolition of 
punitive damages, leaving punishment as the 
soie preserve of the criminal law. 
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The other main view, and the one we on the 
commission ultimately found persuasive, is 
to preserve punitive damages while putting 
them on a dear, prindpled and tightly 
controlled, basis. Consultees impressed on us 
that to remove punitive damages would be to 
lake away, for no good reason, a weapon in 
the judicial armoury that can be useful in 
fighting a wide range of outrageous wrongful 
conduct, induding fraud, abuse of police 
power, infringement of health and safety 
standards, environmental pollution, and sex 
and race discrimination. 

The Law Commission report therefore rec¬ 
ommends to the Lord Chancellor. Lord Irvine 
of Lairg, a detailed statutory scheme to put 
punitive damages on a dear, principled and 
tightly controlled footing, in which judges 
would make the awards, not juries as now. 

The three central elements of that scheme 
follow: that punitive dam¬ 
ages would be available for 
a dvil wrong (other than 
breach of contract) if the 
wrongdoer has deliberate¬ 
ly and outrageously disre¬ 
garded the victim's rights: 
the decision to award puni¬ 
tive damages, and their 
amount, would be matters 
for judges to deride; even 
where a civil trial is other 
wise by jury, these matters 
would never be decided by 
a jury: and third, punitive 
damages would be a “last 
resort" remedy, which 
should not be awarded 
REW where another available 

/-viiro remedy is adequate pun- 

>VJVV3 ishment and should not 

usually be awarded where 
the wrongdoer has been convicted of a 
criminal offence for the same conduct We also 
recommend the replacement of some outdated 
technical rules. For example, we suggest a di¬ 
ametrically opposite approach to the present 
law on the survival of claims to punitive dam¬ 
ages, so that the daim would survive m favour 
of a deceased victim’s estate, but would not 
survive against a deceased wrongdoer's estate. 

The commission believes that these re¬ 
forms. if implemented by Parliament, would 
enable the civil justice system to play a proper 
role, alongside the criminal law, in punishing 
and deterring serious wrongdoing. At the 
same time, they would ensure that there is no 
risk of English law treading the American 
path of easily available, and exorbitant 
punitive awards. 

• Professor Burrows is a Law Commissioner. 
Aggravated. Exemplary and Restiiuiionajy Dam¬ 
ages. Law Commission Report No 247, is published 
by the Stationery Office (£18JO). The text of the 
report is available on the Internet at the commis¬ 
sion’s Website: 

http:// mm.grnei.gov uk. lam comm/ homepage him 
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English Welsh & 
Scottish Railway 


LEGAL ADVISOR - PROPERTY 


Islington 

English Welsh & Scottish Railway is Britain's leading rail freight operator. It 
is a forward-looking and dynamic company with ambitious plans for 
increasing rail's share of the freight market. EWS is looking for an 
enthusiastic and motivated person to play a role in this rail freight revival. 

We require a Legal Advisor to work within our Property Department. 
Applicants should possess a law degree and have at least two years post 
qualification commercial property experience (incorporating development 
and construction). The post is for a lawyer but commerce or accounting 
experience is essential since the role involves business development. 

Relevant experience and business contacts in Australia/ New Zealand are 
essential as the role will involve management of properties and advice to 
associated companies in Australia and New Zealand. It is anticipated that 
the Legal Advisor will relocate to Australia/ New Zealand to manage EWS’s 
property interests, therefore appropriate experience is essential. 

The succesful applicant will need to comply with EWS’s policy on drugs and 
alcohol. 

If you are interested in the post please write, including a full CV to: 

Liz Jones 

Recruitment and Assessment Centre Manager 
English Welsh & Scottish Railway Ltd 
PO Box 34, Denison House North 
DONCASTER DN4 OEL 
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Closing date for applications is Monday 5th January 1998. 
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For further information in complete confidence, please contact 
Adrian Fox or Kate SutcDffe on 0171 405 6062 (0171 286 1441. 
01926 812486 or0956 569203 evenmgs/weekends) or write to 


^ them at Quarry Dougali Recruitment, 37-41 Bedford Row. 

London WC1R jj H confidential fax 0171 831 6394. 
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CORPORATE To £35,000 

Den t Jieitaa: - if you Ism |usr quzTJicd and are feeing unhappy, this top 20 
Ctjr 5m ceme to the rescue. It offers newly to one year qualified general 

co.'po.-sMj'coir.nwcQl lawyers a good and prosperous future and the very 
posJiWcy of xcor<irncns abrozi. A good Cty Isadsnawd is needed. 
Re£T43S39 

PENSIONS To £PartnersWp 

As Ir.man resources becomes a key element cf »p practices everywhere, 
r.:; rjoonal firm is leading u« way. wnh its excellent. London office at the 
u Ton «ll be grmn tf.e chance to taxe a big step up if you are a quality 
pensions fawyer a: ary feve! of qualifies Don. Ret TI9458 

PROJECT FINANCE To £35,000 

T sp «ar. n=4l resporsoJity. die biggest deafs. lots cf travel, a cuual office 
tmosphere and career prospects ■ /es. a law firm fike das does oast, and 
die London office cf this sop 5 US firm cm make it come true for project 
‘rarco lawyers nrb. 2-s years’ pqe. Refi T14056 

TAX To £60,000 

^ d« =u dements of property work are your thrg, you scold not do betrer 
-'■BP this top 10 firm which, has built its successful pracccc on the back of 
F^pcr;/ Tins could be the rrxwe that sends your career cm a steep upwards 
amedyou l^years’ pqe. Reft Tl9683 

IP To £47.000 

Jom one cf *e .most exrttmg startups m the Cry m recent years and your 
ccr-e- w-S enoy the same characterwxs. Yo, need 10 years’ pqe m I RAT. 
.nckid.Tg •,/icwiedge of capynght. caa protectwn. trademarks, parents, 
confidentialiry and rights m databases, as well as experience of key IT 
Bwaarawi. Ret T3338A 

IP/IT To £100,000 

fou will propasly jo<n the well-known IT oraepce of this wading mctSurtv 
sized Ccy firm at or near fJ ncr partner level 4 you on show V- yean' pqe 
tr. P wort vrtfi» e m p has s so IT rratrers A mot of contentious and non- 
torwiDous eapenencc. and a sreJ Wowing wedd help Re£ T 29224 

CONSTRUCTION To £ 46,000 

2 rg is certainly best when it semes » d*e kind of training and career 
dSKtSopmen: c« ofer ar top 13 fms such a this one. It wil gjve oxistnxqjon 
ijwycrs v*di 14 jezri pqe 'perhaps from ab r oad) iSt thence to by fauntSoons 
far a secure future. The work o mafify norKsfjfenaous. Re£ T2I8S7 


CORPORATE TAX To £150,000 

You wiD probably join this leading medwnvsced Gty firm as head erf tax. i 
you can show 4* years’ pqe. The wort wi ercompsss iH types cf dorrwSc 
and mremaooral transactions, property exaaor. VAT and samp duties. 
Good corrvnriadon v-d narteeng sldb siso vol spn^eadvcrsgecfjfjo 
outsanding opportunity. R*£ T44428 

PROPERTY To £50,000 

As t the top training and career devetepmert .jn oSercd^sp IOGqr5rm 
was not erevgh far most camrrereal precerey twyers wsh 0-4 years’ pqe. 
then the superb salary package shoUd anmx you hen ere few. £ ary. beca- 
moves for yourg lawyer tocteng to make tfrer way r. *e Cpr. Refc T6S94 

COMPETITION Brussels To £Ex pat package 

The dual experience you wiH gain from wsr’drg in Brussels and from 
working at the looi office of a top 10 Ccy Sr~i w3 j d ou b t ea y gtarenrec 
you a score and prosperous future a: die tup cS the cs<fpraocn few field if 
you are a quafcy lawyer wi* 2-4 years’ pqe. Ret T26479 

CORPORATE To £70,000 

This s a firm that punches weA above es sae be* ai rerrrs cf the &ra and 
the lawyers it attracts. It reflects the firm’s repuatfe-- as a to? quality 
employer and ie&l adwser. If you want» be a esrperate trwyer 

with 8S years'pqe and enjoy c do it here. Re£ T25202 

FUNDS/FSA To £50,000 

Involve men: in in v e s t men t rranagemert wort speSs tfie tag tme for Gty 
tiwy-rs nowadzys. as it a one efthe most rapdly ecarafcig specafems. TTus 
martet Jexhng meefium-seed pracac e can he? you tsxe AS adranage £ you 
are a fields. F5A or even corporate lawyer with C-2 years' pqe. Superb pay. 
RefiT39832 

EMERGING MARKETS To £140,000 

Move n-house end ins> cxe cf the mes: mres'esan®, wideH-aagMigand wriLpaid 
cf area; by foming this leading inre ma accai 5rare* house = wort wch cs 
onengedge emergng rrartes team. Refevanteioerience s rcc necessary, ha 
you do need 5+ years’ pqe in ccrpcnEe. Snares cr 2 * worV Ret T4S864 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY To £46,000 

You wiB imreedsdely take on a vtaife and ps?srs2fe rote m property 
department of this top 2S Cty firm. The wert w2 be varied, but the firm 
ipccddes n the aajuatior, devdeprrert and sse cf carcmercaJ wd^Mtale 
resdwtal sues. Good rwvant f you car. shew i-3 ye£.-s'pqe. Ife£ T290M 



for further jifr/ntsten. h tompte ccrifcer,-- ffeosa cwtcc Nick ReocPCk. Adnon fox V Seamus Hoar icT queued bwyersl on 
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COMPANY COMMERCIAL LAWYER 
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PRACTICE AND LT. MANAGER 

Dynamic mac partner Snlicilorv firm bused in Socth 
London/ Kent seeks a Practice Mnuqer -*ith 1.7. 
cspericacc. Salary and benefits according to age and 
experience. Apply in wncins with CV. to 
S.M. Hinds. Pritcrurd Joyce & Hiiulv Si Bridge’s 
House. 32 Hhh. Street. Beckenham. Kent. BR3 SAY. 


CHAMBERS 


BANKING. A FINANCE 


23 LONG LANE LONDON ECIA 9HL TEL: 0 I 7 I -606 8344 (FAX: 0171-600 1793) 



Happy Christmas 



European Investment Bank 

to £80,000 _ 

Exponential expansion through acquisition, 
organic growth and a highly too ised business 
strategy have been key to the success of this 
European investment house. 

The legal department now requires a senior 
lawyer (5 years'-*- pqe) to manage a snail team. 
Suitable candidates will have experience of a 
range of secondary market products, including 
derivative and repo documentation, gained in 
private practice or another bank. Proven 
management skills or at least an aptitude 
would dearly be an advantage. Quality of life 
is a respected concept in this exceptionally well 
run deportment. 


Investment Management 

£ Excellent package _ 

QurdientisapreriBg-itwestineut maiviyi itoit 
group whose interests encompass investment 
trusts, unit mists and ofiihore foods. 

Due to a marked increase in business, the 
legal department has a requirement for a 
junior lawyer (1-2 years’ pqe). The role will 
have two aspects. First as a specialist advising 
on a range of funds and specific products 
across all institutional and retail investment 
management areas. Secondly as a generalist 
advising on company/comraercial issues as 
they affect die group. Prior exposure to 
investment ma n a gem ent issues would, of 
course, be advantageous. 


Christmas is a natural ‘pause’ to 
contemplate the direction your career 
will take in the New Year. Is partner¬ 
ship really what you aspire to? Are 
there more interesting and fulfilling 
roles in-house? Should you look at the 
options available to you? More often 
than not candidates are surprised by 
the variety of opportunities which 
exist in banking/finance. If you would 
welcome the chance to talk to us on a 
factfinding basis we will be delighted 
to give you constructive career advice 


Chambers Banking & Finance rscrurt lawyers into banks and other financial institutions. For further information or for career 
advice, please ring Deborah Kirkman or Stuart Morton on 0171 606 8844. Confidentiality is assured. 
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COULD YOU CHANGE THE LAW? 


£31,500 - £40,000 London 
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The Lord Chancellor's Department is currently 
seeking a Lawyer for the Law Commission for 
work involving major issues of law and policy. 
You will be a key member of a team working 
with a Commissioner in recommending reform 
in property and trust law. The work involves 
legal research, drafting of reports and 
consultation papers, and instructing 
Parliamentary Counsel. 

You Should be 3 fully qualified solicitor 
or barrister, and able to demonstrate: 

• a good grasp of legal principles; 

• legal and analytical abilities; 

• a keen interest in property and/or 
trust law. a sound general knowledge 
of English law and a lively enthusiasm 
for law ref orm ; 

• a good intellect; demonstrated by 
c_g. a degree of at least 2:1 level: 


• the ability to reason and argue cogently 
and to make balanced judgements; 

• good drafting skills; 

• the capacity to produce high quality work 
quiddy; 

• good interpersonal skills. 

While in no sense essential, experience of 
working in. or in contact with, a Government 
department would be advantageous. 

Thfc is a permanent post although 
secondments or loans would be considered. 
Opportunities may arise for work in other 
areas of law at the Law Commission or 
elsewhere in the Lord Chancellors Department 
If there is more than one candidate who 
meets the required standard, it may be 
possible to offer a post elsewhere in the 
Department dealing with other areas of law 
including new legislation. 
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For an information pack picax caU the lord Chancellor's [w™,, rrrnll f _ 

dunng office hours before Sth Wy i*98. recniltment fine on 0171 210 1303 

Application forms and recruitment packs are 3bo aw UaHe in Wfic in large print and on cassette, 
irrespective of race, gender, wonHat sum% deobU.tycr sewn/ orientation. ° qmhfied 
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Chris McGrath meets a jockey sticking to his Hennessy winner for Kempton glory 



on ageless talent 


Ihe big grey horse gal¬ 
loped towards die fence, 

.. hesita t ed and changed 
his mind. Needing an extra 
stride, he suddenly soared 
ttWirds the top of the fence. 
Somehow, he deared jt; .on 
fending, .however, he crum-' : 
pled steeply. Across the nation, 
bettipg.-slips bearing the 
favourite's name were likewise 
crumpled and flung bitterly to 
-ground.- 

The long'arm of the laws of : 
' ■gravfty'Tiad Graham Bradley 
by. J ; 4he neck, 'forcing Mm 
inexorably. towards the 
dnxHied, sticky turf. He 
pitched over the horse’s shoul¬ 
der 1 ; biaced for the pain. Then, 
beqausehe isa jockey ofwhom 
some; have, lopg used die word 
“^onus- without the slightest 
dxsecnrifort. he stuck- out a 
hapcfty.where tite reins were 
shrfig / over the. horse’s right 
'eat .-..' 

. the same time, his mount 
sbiigjitehed up with a jolt ■ 
Bradley -found.fhe reins bade 
m .his -grip^- his boots in the 
irons,' the horse still' in the 
vanguard of the Hennessy 
Gold. Cup field as they ap- 
' prbached the fifth fence. In the 
betting ; shops, disbelieving 
punters began .rifling arurious- 
. Jy through the bins. 

: Siihy Bay went on to win the 
autumn's biggest steeplechase 
ify 13 lengths. That adhesive 
partnership is resumed at 
.Kempton on Boxing Day. in 
'. the Etertemps King George W 
Chase. At 37. there is a 
valedictory edge to every big 
victory Bradley can conjure — 
but his singular and accom¬ 
plished talent is already pre¬ 
served in many memories, 
moments such as the fourth 
fence at Newbury. 

That split-second condensed 
much that has become famil¬ 
iar during die past 15 years: 
die man's propensity for find¬ 
ing himself in a spot, and his 
intuitive flair for getting Out of 
one. In his time. Bradley has 
given the mendacious and 
ignorant the opportunity to 
picture him as incorrigible, ■■ 
flawed. 

In his younger days; 1 m had 
problems with the stewards. 
Happily, the serene figure he 
has cut so conspicuously this 
season has never met any 
slander halfway. He - is 
thoughtful, affectionate and 
true, utterly lacking in arro¬ 
gance. ... 

‘ It was difficult to say “the' 
same last season of Andrew . 
Cohen. Surry Bay’S. owner, 
after he decided that the stable 
jockey was unlucky in his 
colours. Replaced by Jamie 
Osborne in the Grand Nat¬ 
ional, Bradley considered re- 



Bradley relaxes in the comfort of his Sparsholt home before riding Suny Bay in the King George VI Chase at Kempton Park on Boxing Day 


tiremenL It is as well for 
Cohen, principal patron to the 
Charlie Brooks yard at 
Lamboum. that lie perse¬ 
vered. At least Cohen had the 
grace to restore Bradley when 
Osborne was injured in Nov¬ 
ember, but the horse should 
not have been alone in falling 
to his knees at the fourth fence 
in the Hennessy. 

. Jockeys get used to such 
treatment and Bradley tends, 
not to dignify it by fretting. 
“I've had a lot of jobs in my 
car&r.""' the _ Yorkshireman 
said. T still ride for every 
trainer that's ever employed 
me. I've always believed in 
myself. I've never done any¬ 
thing desperately untoward 
and die Press has been foirfy 
hard on me. But I'Ve never 


worried about it. I'm a very 
honest person in life." 

Nonetheless, he allowed 
himself to become dishearten¬ 
ed last winter. "I love everyone 
at Uplands, after six years. But 

it just didn't fed the _ 

same going in, hav¬ 
ing lost the ride on 
the stable star. Now 
I’m back with a 
spring in my step, 
loving it” 

The revival has 
been shared by Suny 
Bay. “a slow -old 
plodder" two years 
ago. “But when I rode him for 
the first time at home this year 
— where usually you have to 
push him along — he was 
pulling all the way. At 
Haydock (on his reappear¬ 


ance] he was incredible, over 
three miles on good ground. In 
fact he was too free, too fresh. 
He kept galloping into the 
bottom of fences and spring¬ 
ing his knee, and got close to 


‘I’ve always believed in 
myself. I’ve never done 
anything untoward. I’m a 
veiy honest person’ 


with rare brio was again 
apparent a fortnight later 
when he and another grey, 
Senor El Betrutti, jumped 
their rivals silly in the 
Tripleprint Gold Cup at Chel- 

_ tenham. Not even 

Bradley, however, 
can ride two horses 
at once, and he has 
stayed with Suny 


several." The fourth at 
Newbury then became a defin¬ 
ing moment — both for Suny 
Bay’s coming of age. and his 
rider’s ageless talent 
That Bradley is performing 


eminence himself 
One Man. "The Se¬ 
nor hates sticky 
M ground and feels bet- 
" ter going left-hand¬ 
ed. As for three miles. Kemp¬ 
ton is where he might just get 
it like One Man. 

Bradley reasoned: "One 
Man’s obviously a very good 
"horse, but he goes out like a 


light — Wayward Lad was the 
same. He never got the trip in 
the Gold Cup at Cheltenham, 
but was able to win three King 
Georges. Yes, One Man wifi 
take a hell of a lot of beating. 
But whether he has ever 
beaten anything as good as 
Suny Bay, I don't know. My 
only worry is that some of 
Charlie's horses have not been 
right though Suny Bay is out 
in a field, r do think him 
potentially a Gold Cup win¬ 
ner." 

It is 14 years since Bradley 
won the Gold Cup on 
Bregawn, but do not be de¬ 
ceived by the grey in his hair. 
It is no more a token of 
weariness than in the coats of 
those exuberant jumpers who 
join issue on Boxing Day. 


RK 


SPORT 33 


Dwyer forced into 
retirement after 
year on sidelines 


MARK DWYER, the dual 
Gold Cup-winning jockey, 
has announced his retirement 
from the saddle after spend¬ 
ing a year on the sidelines. 

The 34-year-old Irishman, 
who rode more than 800 
winners, suffered a com¬ 
pound fracture of his left 
elbow in a fall from In Good 
Faith at Kelso last December 
and, despite two operations 
and numerous hours of phys¬ 
iotherapy since, his arm is still 
not right 

Dwyer met Dr Michael 
Turner, the Jockey Club’s 
chief medical advisor, yester¬ 
day and said afterwards: 
“That is it I have packed up. 
Basically, 1 am fit enough to 
ride but not fit enough to fall 
— that is the lop and bottom of 
ft. And you cannot cany on 
like that" 

Dwyer, who has a thriving 
livery yard near Mai ton, 
Noith Yorkshire, quashed 
suggestions that he would 


switch to training. “It is not a 
consideration at Ihe moment 
though one day 1 might think 
about taking out a permit (o 
train a few of my own." 

Dwyer, who rode his first 
winner. Colneagh Emperior, 
at Limerick in 1979, went on to 
become a leading apprentice 
on the Flat in Ireland before 
increasing weight forced him 
to switch to jumping. He 
joined Jimmy Fitzgerald at 
Mahon in the autumn of 1982. 

In 1985, Dwyer won the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup on 
Forgive'N Forget for Fitzger¬ 
ald. and in 1993 he followed 
up on the Peter Beaumont- 
trained Jodami, on whom he 
also won the Hennessy Co¬ 
gnac Gold Cup at Leopards- 
town three times. 

Dwyer's tong list of big-race 
victories also includes Ihe 
Champion Hurdle on Flakey 
Dove in 1994, and two Scot¬ 
tish Nationals on Androma in 
1984 and 1985. 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Ludlow 

Gong: gxx 

12.40 (2m Mtei 1. STAGE PASS fH Fanent. 
121). 2. Htaar (G grade/. ?-2r. 3 Mdas (A 
P McCoy. 6-1 tavi ALSO RAN. 3 Lanntean. 
14 Metor.. 2b Arncng Islands |4rtij. 
Deragnei Lues tan). 25 Royal Awe rsthi. 
33 Bets Hug ICO PeP-M-Ouse 10 ran. 41. 
81. 61. B. 9F G Bamen as SttA-e-on-Tiem 
Tote' CIO 70: El 70 £2 40. Clio DF 
E15.70 Tro £20 30 CSF E47 75 

1.10 On 51 110yd hdte) I. VISCOUNT 
TULLYIR Thermal. 13-21 2 Va lltu [G 
Supple. Mi: 3. Arioso (Michael Brennan. 
12-11. 4. BanytMfi (Ft Masoey. 10-1) ALSO 
RAN S lav Weather Woe. 7 Always Greener. 
Danzg Island. 9 AdmsaTi Guest (emj. 
Vfejcr 01 Freedom, 10 Weaver Square. 16 
Sweety Deposed. 25 Bony's Island. 33 
Oatamnl (I). Pnnc* Egunanw. Reach For 
Gtoty. Roll Again (5mi. Tunas The Groom 17 
ran. 1*1 BL 2W. II. 3L C Jackson at 
Mahem. Tote: £790. Cl 90. £3.10, £320. 
£320. DF £22.90 Tno £133 40 CSF- 
£55.54 TncasJ £571.61. 

1.40 {2m ch) 1. GALE TOI (A P McCoy. 3-1). 
2.Stompin (J Cuttotv. 3-1). 3. Charming Girl 
<j A McCarty, evens lav) ALSO RAM 12 
Danes Kng 25 Cape Henry (4th). 100 
Mdngkm Chappie (5th) G ran NR Avanti 
Express. Just For A Reason 1 '-M. hi. SOL HL 
P Mdkns n Ireland. Tote 1 C4 8t>, £220. 
C2.G0.DF ££60 CSF £1164 

210 (2m 61110yd hde) 1. OH DONNA (M A 
FteneraU. 2-1 tav); 2 Hoi 'N Saucy IS 
McNeil 10-1): 3. Super Saffron (C 
Llewelyn. 20-T). ALSO RAN- * Huncane 
Jane («th). Vicar's vase (5th), fi Date Nona 
(f). 12 Ruby Rosa 14 MocnSr^mw. 20 Audte 
Loss, CeJtndoe. 25 Votes Vale (6th). 33 
Foteucteve. Indian Legend ffi. 50 Nivnrta 
Pimcttvs. Pr-mvnhd. Sandome 16 ran. a. 
3.7L 2L 3. N HanctersOT M Lamboum Tone 
£330: £150 £3 80. £500 DF £3850 Tno 
£32430 CSF. £2239. 

240 (3m Ch) 1. FORTUNES COURSE (W 
Mansion. 6-1); 2 Mahvood Caste [A Thorn¬ 
ton. 9-4 fav). 3. Dromhoia (R Dwwoody. 
132) ALSO RAN. 11-4 Telchcny (f). B Ite 
Unbeievabto. 10 Slop The Waiter, 12 
8 ran Sh 
. £7.00: 

..._ £19.52 

Tricatt £84.18. 

310 pm 4) ch) 1. MR STRONG (SALE (R 
tXamoody. 7-4 lav): 2, Trail Boss U CulMy. 
10-1); 3. Jason's Boy (R Johnson. T-tj 
ALSO RAN-10030 Manvutane (4iM. II inch 
Emperor. 6 Frontager. 16 Flaming Mirada. 7 
ran. 3fci a. 211 P NichoAs at Shepror 
Motel Tote £2 50; £1.40. £320 OF. 
0480. CSF'£17 77 

3.40 (2m hdte) 1. ROAD RACER (J A 
McCarthy. 5-2 p-taa). 2. Istoti (R Durmoody. 
4-1); 3, temus (A Maguire. 5-2 jl-tav). ALSO 
RAN: 6 Erased i4th). 7 MgWeeh Touch 
(68i). What A Fuss (5«h), 40 Mmosa. 100 


Yonder Stoi B ran NR. Irnpen*-^ Danger 
91.4L11L 41 17!. P Weboer a Banbury Toro 
£340. £120. £130. £1 30 DF £7 10 Tno 
£580. CSF £12 53. 

Jackpot. £38,02200 (03 wmrang tickers. 
Pool o1 £38,078.11 carried toward IP 
Kempton Park on Friday). 

Ptacepot £95.20. Ouadpat £29.70. 

Lingfield Park 

Going: standard 

1230 i5t) 1. Friendly Brave IR Him hes. 2-1 
!avi. 2 Goodbye Gaemen 17-11.3. Rowtand- 
sons Stud (12-11 8 ran Sh hd. 2i Utss G 
KeOeway Tore £230. £1 10. £180. £800 
OF £480 C5F £14 37 Tncast £11822 
1.00 i5li 1. Just Dissident (M Tebbur. 11 8 
lav): 2. Imp Express ni -2). 3. Okaer Rada 
19-?). 8 rim. *r. Zva R Whtifcer Idle. £2 70: 
£120. £110. £230 DF £3 90 CSF £884 
TncasL £25 62 

1.30150 1. Tongorina Flyer (P Roberts. 7-Si. 
2 Best Of Our Days 14-1). 3. Pearly Chism 
15-11 Precious Princess 3-1 lav 8 ran 31. 
2W J Bern Toro £320. £1 GO. £> 20. £2 10 
DF £9 00 CSF £1854 
200 ifrl) 1. Blue Shadow a WBams. 7-lj. 2 
Wafflwtf p-4 lev). 3. BaeMworm Belts 
MOO-30) 10 ran iw mR Harmon Tate 
£790: £200. £180. £120 OF £890 Tno 
£1880 CSF £2208 Treed £8068 
230 (7111. Wtchfnto IS WteMnrlh. 3-11 2. 
Castle Achby Jar* (10-1). 3 Miscandvct (6- 
1| Super Monarch |4lh) 15-8 fav 15 ran. El. 
nk. Mrs L Sliiabs Tola £4.40. £110. £250. 
£130. DF £980 Trio: £19.70 CSF £2986 
3.00 (1m21) 1. CbsscFind (MFamon. 6-J) 
2 Canhonter (12-1). 3. CNnmtdigoahfEO-11 
Polished Si cel 3-1 lav 14 ran I 1 *!. 141 P 
Michel Tate. £8 40: £270. £3 00. £5 60 DF 
£5720 CSF E7533 Tncast C12B5 10 
3.30 |1m 5t|1. NtortCky (PDoe 2-1 lav). 2. 
Tarry 14-11: 3. Soden (14-1) 8 ran D. bi h 
Burke. Tote. 1380. £200. £1 50 £3 00 DF 
£7 70 CSF. £981 TncasL EBD42. 

Ptecapot £39.30. Ouadpat £30.00. 

Kelso off again 

KELSO'S pre-Christmas 
meeting fell victim to the 
weather for the fourth year in 
succession when the trade was 
hit by thick fog yesterday. 
Jonnie Fenwicke-Clenneli, the 
derk of the course, said: “It’s 
rare that we have problems 
here. We tried our best to get 
the meeting on. but there was 
nothing we could do." 
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Sheehan' on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

In the second OKBridge online challenge match Goldman and 
Sofoway took on the P&vliceks. father Richard and son Rich, US 
representative in recent World; Junior Championships. 
OKBridge (www.6kbridge.com) was devised in 1990 by Matt 
Clegg of San Diego, and, after four years of increasing 
popularity through word of mouth, launched commercially in 
1994. Allast count there were on average 75 virtual tables in play 
ai any time of the day or night 


Dealer East 


4J 

V98 

♦ A K 864 
4-J10652 


Love aD 


IMPS 


w 



Goldman 
■2 NT 


Pavflcek 


4 H 
SH 


Sofoway 


5 C 


Pavflcefr 
1 H 
5 D 


Contract Six Hearts by South. Lead: king of diamonds. 


.-Two No-Trumps was the Un¬ 
usual No-Trump, showing at 
feast5-5in the two lowest unbid 
: soits, in.this case the minors. 

.- Oh the face of it. North's Six 
Heart -bid looks optimistic in 
the extreme. Given that part- 
tier^ Five Diamond bid shows 
a void, where are the tricks 
awning from? Indeed a non- 
dianrond lead leaves South to 
sm^tfovain. 
c Try a chib lead: the be st he 
ran do is discard a spade from 
dummy, to make six hearts in 
hand, two top spades, two ruffs 
in dummy, and the king of 


dubs — leaving him one trick 
short 

In practice West was unable 
to resist leading a top dia¬ 
mond, as one generally does 
holding an ace-king on lead 
against a slam . Now declarer 
ruffed, drew trumps and 
knocked out the ace of dia¬ 
monds. I wonder if North 
(Pavlicek senior) saw this com¬ 
ing when he trial Six- Hearts. 

□ Robert Sheehan "writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 








By Philip Howard 
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ampelopsis 

a: Lbng-sighiedriess 
hLsBzddivcry 
c. A psuedo vine 

fartlek .... 

a. A Nordic goblin , ' 
fa.'A Munich beer fsttvaj 
c. Training for running 


GODBUSH 

a. A beard 

b. A television evangelist 

c. A kind of mistletoe 
BIDON 

a. French toilet equipment .. 

b. Having two teeth 

c. A container „ 

Answers on page 38 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Britons through 

Nigd Short and Midiad Ad¬ 
ams wifi meet in the semi¬ 
finals of the qualifying section 
of the Fide world champion¬ 
ship in Groningen, Holland, 
after beating Mikhail Kras- 
enkow and Loek Van Wely 
respectively. A British pres¬ 
ence in the final is therefore 
guaranteed. Here are Short’s 
two victories from his quarter¬ 
final. 

White: Nigel Short 
Blade Mikhail Krasenkow 
Fide world championship 
Groningen, December 1997 
Sicilian Deforce 


33 

Rel 

Nc6 

34 

Bc2 

Od6 

35 

a3 

Ne7 

36 

Bb3 

KfS 

37 

Nf4 

a5 

38 

h4 

Qd7 

39 

h5 

Qb5 

40 

Bdl 

Rc6 

41 

9^ 

Qc4 

42 

Rb3 

Qcl 

43 

QxcT 

Rxcl 

44 

Ba4 

BcB 

45 

Nxd5 



Black resigns 

White: Mikhail Krasenkow 
Black: Nigel Short 
FIDE World Championship, 
Groningen. December 1997 
Bogo-Indian Defence 


1 d4 

2 C4 

3 g3 

4 Bd2 


NfS 

86 

Bb4+ 

Be7 


1 

04 

c5 

- 5 

Bg2 

- c5 

2 

NI3 

. .No6 

6 

NB. 

DO 

3 

c3 

Nie 

7 

DO 

c6 

4 

b5 

NcB 

8 

Qb3 

Nbd7 

5 

Bc4 

Nb6 

9 

Bg5 

be 

6 

Bb3 

05 

to 

Rel 

Bb7 

7 

exd6 

b6 

11 

Nc3 

Ne4 

8 

04 

o«M 

12 

Bxe7 

Qxe7 

9 

cxd4 

Bxdfi 

13 

Nxe4 

dxe4 

10 

0-0 

Ne7 

14 

Nd2 

c5 

11 

Nc3 

Bd7 

15 

e3 

15 

12 

Ng5 

he 

16 

Qc3 

b5 

13 

Ngs4 

Bc7 

17 

Radi 

FBe8 

14 

Qg4 

NtS 

18 

t3 

exO 

15 

RdT 

0-0 

19 

Bxf3 

Nffi 

16 

Nc5 

Be8 

20 

Bxb7 

Q*b7 

17 

03 

Nd5 

.21 

Rtl 

b5 

18 

NxeB 

exd5 

22 

b3 

bKC4 

19 

Q13 

Ne7 

23 

bxc4 

Qc6 

20 

Bf4 

BxM 

24 

£» 

006 

21 

Qxf4 

b6 

25 

Nt3 

exd5 

22 

Na4 

Be6 

26 

ocdS 

Ne4 

23 

Reel 

Rea 

27 

Oc4 

RabS 

24 

.Nc3 

007 

28 

Rbl 

Hxg3 

25 

13 

Ng6 

29 

Wei 

Ne4 

26: 

Qd2 

.RC7 

30. 

Khl 

- RdS 

27 

Ba4 

"0c8 

: 31 

3A 

-Rxbl ' - 

28 

Rel 

Rd8 

32 

Rxbl 

95 

29 

m 

Nb7 

33 

Rb5 

94 

30 

Bb3 

. . QbS- 

34 

Nh4 

QfS 

31 

Ne2 

Rxcl 

White restore 


32 

Rxcl 

ftefl - 




it 
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By Raymond Keene 


White to fday. This position is from 
the game Agdestrin - Hodgsoa. 
Hastmgel989. 

While’s position seems very under¬ 
developed: his long, bishop and e- 
pawn are all. oo ihar original 
squares. Neyenhekss.dus (fidnot 
prevent him from finding.a quick 
win. Hcw did he continue? .. 

Solution on page 38 



GOLF 

Women’s 
tour loses 
Hennessy 

THE Hennessy Cup, one of 
the mainstays of the Women 
Professional Golfers' Euro¬ 
pean Tour (WPGET) for the 
past 13 years, is no more, the 
company having decided (hat 
it was no longer getting value 
for money from its investment 
(Patricia Davies writes). 

Laura Davies, who won the 
Hennessy for the first time 
this year had no doubts about 
the nature of the blow to the 
tour, which lost American 
Express, its overall sponsor, at 
the end of the season. “Devas¬ 
tating,” the former world No I 
said. “That’s a knife. It’s very, 
very disappointing to lose a 
tournament of that stature." 

Davies admitted that she 
was depressed about the 
Tour’s prospects but was keen 
to help. “I'm talking to spon¬ 
sors myself," she said, "to try 
to find backing for a tourna¬ 
ment using my name — a bit 
like the Betsy King Classic in 
the States. I've got a few irons 
m the fire and perhaps it will 
help." 

It is scant consolation to her 
that she will be Hennessy 
champion m perpetuity. 


BOXING 


Five-day deadline for King 


LENNOX LEWIS will leam 
on Boxing Day if Evander 
Holyfield is to be his next 
opponent After three days of 
talks with Don King, the 
American promoter, Panix. 
Lewis’s promotion company, 
has agreed to do everything 
possible to have the fight 
staged by April 25 next year. 

The London company has 
signed a promotion contract 
with King for all Lewis's 
contests while he is champion. 
Lewis is now waiting for 
Holyfield to sign with King. 

Pan os Eliades, head of 
Panix, said he could not allow 
King more than five days to 
assemble the signatures, 
because if far some reason 
Lewis's bout with Holyfield 
did not take place, Panix 
would have to arrange for 
Lewis to meet another oppo¬ 
nent (most likely James “Bust¬ 
er" Douglas] in March. 

Eliades said yesterday that 
he hoped Holyfield’s terms 
would not be excessive, for 
King had still to put the costs 
of staging The bout before 
HBO, the American television 
company that has Lewis 
under contract 

"We have done everything 
possible to make the fight,' 
Eliades said. "Now we shall 


By Srikumar Sen 

BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

see whaf Holyfield values 
more, the undisputed champ¬ 
ionship or money." 

Holyfield. the International 
Boxing Federation and World 
Boxing Association champion, 
had said that he wanted to 
retire after one more bout as 
undisputed champion. His 
aim was to meet Lewis, 
because the World Boxing 
Council champion was the 
only heavyweight of his time 
he had not met, but also 
because he needed Lewis’s tide 


to become the undisputed 
champion. 

Holyfield could not expect to 
be paid the $20 million he 
received for meeting Michael 
Moarer, which had been diffi¬ 
cult to sell on pay-per-view 
and had lost Showtime $10 
million. 

King also has to persuade 
Showtime to release him from 
a contract with them to show 
all his promotions. Oneway to 
achieve this would be to help 
Showtime to cut its losses on 
the Holyfield-Moorer fight. 

Obituaries, page 19 



Lewis, left the one remaining obstacle that stands in the 
way of Holyfield achieving his two-fold ambition 


POOLS FORECASTS 


Saurday Decern bar 27 
and Sunday Daearnbor 28 

Capon No, fcMLw, forecast 

FACARUNG 

PREMIERSHIP 

T Barnsley v Derby X 
2Btoekbumi/CPalace T 

3 CMHDiy v Man Utd 2 

4 EvMon v Baton T 

G Loads v Aston Vina X 
fl Leicester v SheH Wed 1 
7 Tanenhom v Arsenal 2 
SVttrtoedonvWHera X 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

B Brm'gham \i Tranmerai 
IDBradnd vHuddersddX 

liBuyvCtewe X 

ISMan Cty v Nottm F 1 
lSWddtestTOvaocKpoiri 


14 Chtod i# Sundedard 2 

15 Port Vale v Wolves 2 
IBClPR vFteadAB 1 
irShoWUcT^Otorton 1 
ISSwndonvIpavKh 1 
IS Was) Brorn v Store 1 

SECOM) DIVISION 

20 BeckpcxH v Wrexham X 

21 Srato R v Bwnem thX 

22 CtesterfioM v York 1 

23 Fvdiam V BfteW C 2 

24 Gnmsty v Piastoi X 

25 WbHwaH v Luton 1 

aeNonh'ptoiyltetedfl 2 

27 CUdnom v Burnley 1 

28 Som fend v Wycombe 1 
2B Waited v Ptyrroutfi 1 
30 Moan vCorfels 1 

THIRD DIVISION 

SlCIWWvSeunmpe X 
32 beta v Twenty 1 


33 Leyton O e Doncaste 1 

34 Maccteef cs v Rochdaie2 
SSManstald \i Lincoln 2 

36 Notts CO v Haritepool t 

37 Petobora v BricWon i 
3B Rctftohom v Hul 1 

39 Seartmo v Darir&on 1 

- BELL'S 

SCOTTISH.LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

40 Aderdoen v Mcchenuefit 

41 Ctentetmlnav Hearts 2 

42 Kiwntan v Kitmom'k 1 

43 Rangers w Dundee U 1 

44 SI rctoro v CoHe 2 

FIRST DIVtSJOfvl 

45 Ante v Si Mlmen 1 

46 Ayr v G Motion X 

47 Dimes v FaMh 1 

48 Hamyion v Part** i 

« SWing v Raan 2 


Saturday January 3 

Coupon No. mure, torecasi 

FA CUP 
THRO ROUND 


TREBLE CHANCE (home Teams)- 
Bamsfcy. Leeds. Wimbledon. Brad¬ 
ford City, Buy, Blackpool. Bristol 
Rovers, Grimsby, Chester. Ayr. 


BEST DRAWS: Barnsley, Wimble¬ 


don, Bury. Blackpool, Chester. 

FIXED ODDS: Homes: Blmwigrtam. 
Swindon, Cheslerfietcl. Southend, 
Rotherham. Away® Manchester Uni¬ 
ted. Sunderland, Bristol City Draws: 
Bury. Blackpool, Chester 


1 Arsenal v Port Vote 1 

2 eamsey v Baton X 

3 Bbckbun v Wqan 1 
■J tamerVlh v Huddl'd 2 
5 Bread ft v Ipowlch X 
G Carcttr v Okturn 2 
7 Chariton v tJadm F 1 
eCftetenftsm •’Beattng'2 
9 Herptord » Tranmere 2 

10 Crewe v Bmnghom i 

11 CPeteoev Scunthorpe 1 

12 Darfngton vWohrc 2 

13 Derby vSotSh'pcon 1 

14 Qirretryu Norwich 2 

15 Leeds vCKtod 1 
iBLetesiaf vNhompton 1 
l7L«rpooivCo«BnDy l 

TREBLE CHANCE (home teams): Barns¬ 
ley. Bristol Rowers. Peterborough, 
QiEShS Part Rangers. Rottioham. 
. Aberdeen. Si Mnen. Staling. 


18 Men Coy « Bradfoid C 1 

19 Peterbcrn v WateaU X 

20 Portsmouth « A Via 2 

21 Prwttn v Stockport 2 

22 OPR v Mddfobrou(jh X 

23 R'ham v Surcteitard X 

24 Short Utd v Bury 1 
36 Swmddh v Stevenage 1 

26 Watford vShefl Wed 2 

27 Wtat Bromv Stoke 1 

28 West Ham vEmley 1 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

29 Blackpool v Brsto C J 

30 Gingham vEtonisy ) 

31 Southend vUton 1 


BELL'S 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMER DIVISION 

36 Aberdeen vCundeaU 

38 DwrmRnevSi f stone 

37 Mmamock u Motherm 

nnsTCuvistON 

38 Aiioric v Parfrck 
39Dmtee vRato 
40Hamiton vAyr 

41 St IfcrenvG Morten 

42 Stiing ir Fahrfr 

VAUXHALL 

COWERfflCSE 


THETDCUVaON 


32 Enter v Bomei 1 

33 Macctesnd * Bngntpn 2 
34Men^)«dvFiochd£de 2 


BEST DRAWS: Barnsley. Bristol Rovers, 
raterberough. Queers Park R an g gi s 
Wwdeen 


43 Gatedroaa v kidd mTei 

44 HaHtex v Dcnnr 

45 Hford v FamLaough 

46 Let* v tewing 

47 Morecambe v Havas 

48 Woii*3 v Wcfing 

49 Yeonl v Soiflhport 

N* 1 ** ArssnaT. Dertr 
Shetfidd United. West Brom, Exeia 
Awzv^ HuOdetsficW.- Wotves. Asia 
Jffla. Draws: Bemetey. Bnstel UeMst. 
Peterborough 

Vince Wrigh 


i 
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TIMES TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 1997 


Win £10,000 as a late Christmas present 


The story so far.. 


Its a bit laic to be making out ^Christmas IjAisn’l it? 
But this is my Interactive Team fgotbail fistiVe got 
my 20 extra transfers burning a hole in my pocKet- 
For your FA Cup team? . „ 

No. that's all done and dusted, with one exception, m 
talking about the 20 extra I got the other week for teams 
entered before December !3. 

Well you don't waul to spend it au at 0Qrt * ine 

season has a loog way to go. 

Aereed; but I’ve just spenr all week buying things for 
friends and relatives, and I think it s about dme I gave 

myself a treat. . ^ , 

Who's on the list, then? You’Ve crossed quite a few 

names out I see. 

Yes. I had Padovano down, but he's injured. 

Your old striker jinks again. 

Possibly. An unkind person would suggest tha he and 
his old mate Lombardo fancied a trip home to Italy tor 

Christmas. _ . _ 

Yes. you would have to be veo'Iowon Christmas 

spirit to suggest sudi a thing. Who else? 

I was wandering if i should give in and get Negri. I 
don’t like to follow the crowd, but he’s got 107 points, for 
goodness' sake, and he shows no signs of slowing 
down. 

And yd it was Durie who scored a hawndt on 
Saturdav. and he’d come a lot cheaper. 

You read' my mind. But then yesterday I knew who it 
was I was looking for. 

And that was... ? 

Jurgen Klinsmann, of course. He'll be my team s 
talisman, and my FA Cup side's as well. Ifs going to be 
Ossie's dream all over again, as Jurgen inspires Spurs 
in all competitions. 

He isn't even in the ITF lists yet. though. 

No. but I’m not going to waste a transfer on an inferior 
player, f can wait. 

Two things: the busy Christmas programme, and the 
year. 

Good point about the Christmas games. Two in a week 
for the English Premiership clubs. Perhaps a striker 
looking at a couple of easy fixtures might be a good 
investment. But what's the year got to do with anything? 
Spurs only win the cup in a year with a one in it 
1998 has a one in it. 

I meant at the end. of course. 

Say what you mean, and mean what you say. then. And 
what about 1067? Spurs beat Chelsea 2-1. 

Funny year. 1967: a tot of hallucinogenic sohstanoes 
around. Just because people thought they saw it... 


LEAGUE UPDATES 



ITF LEAGUE 
£50.000 top prize 
£1,000 monthly prize 


STUDENTS' LEAGUE 
AffliP Monthly prize of 

> premiership tickets, 
signed football and 
sports bag 



J 


CRcSr 


PFA PLAYERS' LEAGUE 
Professionals choose 
their fantasy team 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
Monthly prize of 
premiership tickets, 
signed football and 
sports bag 


WOMENS LEAGUE 

Monthly prize of premiership tickets, signori football end sports bag 


WOMEN’S LEAGUE 


J 

1 

3 

3 

3 

o 

7 

S 

9 

10 

II 

ti 

13 

14 
I? 
16 
16 
16 
P 
2D 


CPurdv 
B Fletcher 
S Brooks 
S Whitfield 
J Gardner 
S Reader 
M Hussain 
L Emery 
A Bearn 
A Henibrow 
CPurdv 
P Johnston 
T Saul 
H Irvine 
J Woolner 
J ftppar 
Adach 
PSInan 
S AJIport 
J Eitmead 


Kates Cosmos 
Ab Fab 

Sandras S pedals 
Snail Busrers 
15 Chumbawumbas 
Sophie Reader Fa 
Good Luck Malika 
Buggsy s Boys 
Harry’s Heroes 
The Brcconians 1 
Kates Upsians 
Xil Supersiars 
Nr> Slip Ups 
Hel-s Belles 
Janes FC One 
PCppar Pots 
Fantasy Wolves | ( 
Paislo utd 
Farmoor Pinks 
Janet's AJLsiars 


554 

554 

549 

549 

548 

536 

525 

526 
524 
523 
520 
520 
519 
515 
508 
506 
506 
506 
504 
501 


STUDENTS’ LEAGUE 


YOUTH LEAGUE 


I 

D Lewis 

Lewis Boys 11 

603 

2 

R Wiciw 

Rubbed 

566 

■» 

M Me Phi Hips 

Ballygallvnavers 

Hwiev* Flames 

566 

4 

M Somapala 

S59 

5 

J Gardner 

15 Cnumhawumbas 

54? 

6 

C Manarasak 

Jans«.*n > XI 

543 

7 

J Laurence 

Smuotii United 

521 

S 

C Oystcn 

The Offspring ft 

51b 

9 

M Roberts 

KryMnnia Three 

W5 

10 

T Smith 

Up The League Fc 

Olivers Arm;. 

502 

il 

O Ledgand 

501 

12 

A Mwmeith 

Monrys Doris 

409 

12 

N McGumnen 

The Irtvinrihlc. 

499 

14 

B McMuliur, 

Nu Onpwinon 

498 

15 

N Brrjihcnon 

Total Cienmnmvnr 

496 

IS 

17 

A Simosm 

K Tindall 

A vc 

Flash XI 

493 

IS 

J Tompkins 

Joes bunch olcarts 

49<J 

IB 

S Mawcr 

Purest Rcsen.es2 

400 

IS 

E Swiries 

Esthers Entertainers 

4«<l 


Only a couple of weeks until the 
FA Cup league begins — and for 
the person who picks the best cup 
team, a handsome prize awaits 


S o it's Emley, then. In the 
wake of the Uni bond 
League team's qecrion of 
Lincoln City from the FA Cup 
in a second-round replay, sup¬ 
porters of West Ham. their 
thi rd-round opponents, on 
their way ffi Blackburn on 
Saturday, were asking “Where 
is Emley. anyway?" and “Will 
the replay be at Hudders¬ 
field?" — mindful, no doubt, of 
their team's history of hiccups 
against lowly opposition. 

There are no foregone con¬ 
clusions in the cup, but ITF 
entrants listening to the half¬ 
times at a game, or at home 
checking Ceefax. will experi¬ 
ence more than the usual 
frisson as news comes through 
of underdogs taking a shock 
lead, or hanging on with 
minutes to go. 

Many people have decided 
to enter a new team specifical¬ 
ly for the ITF FA Cup League 
(including the Tennents Scot¬ 
tish Cup.*which will earn ITF 
points from January 24). Any 
team entered from now on is 
entitled to 20 transfers, likely 
to be vital as favoured teams 
fall by the wayside. 

Who will those teams be in 
the third round? Probably not 
West Ham. whatever their 
followers' fears: Wrexham, re¬ 
nowned cup fighters, won a 
replay at Upton Park last 
season, but the Hammers are 
formidable at home these 
days, and John Hartson. bar¬ 
ring injury, wouid appear to 
be a good bet for a hatful of 
goals. Selhurst Park, on the 




Gordon Durie, who scored a hat-trick at the weekend, picked up a handy 18 points. The next best striker's haul was six 


other hand, could stage two 
giant-killings in two days: 
Crystal Palace, without a 
league win al home, will be 
sweating before the visit of 
Scunthorpe United on the 
Saturday, while Wrexham vis¬ 
it south London the following 


HOW IS YOUR 
TEAM DOING? 
Call the ITF 
CheckJine on 

0891884643 

50p a minute, mine a Tocth- 
inne telephone. Public calls 
cost twice as mucti 


day to face unpredictable 
Wimbledon. 

The meeting of Chelsea and 
Manchester United will be 
dose, and h is a brave person 
who would select players from 
either team, although tight 
games, with replays a- strong 
possibility, offer opportunities 
to get two appearances from a 
player before needing to think 
about a team change. 

For those who want to 
register an FA Cop League 
team, the next cutty form will 
appear in The Times on 
Decemb er 26. 

Nick Szczepanik 


FAXBACK; YOUR UP-TO-DATE TEAM SCORES 


The brand new Times F&xback service provides you with a complete resets sheetof your team, showing 
current and total scores, dates, times and details of transfers, as well as your position In the ITF League 
and, if appropriate, your mlnWeague (womens, students, youth). Scores and transfer confirmations 
are updated by 12 noon on the day following a match or matches. 

Make sure you have your ten-digit PIN number ready when you call. To obtain an ITF Team Faxback, 
simply pick up the handset of the fax machine and dial the telephone number below. If your fax does 
not have a handset, attach a handset or press the on-hook or telephone button Instead and dial the 
number below. Listen carefully to the instructions and press the appropriate buttons when asked. 
Calls cost £1 per minute and are available In the UK only. 

The number to call for your FGxback Is; 

0991 111 333 

If you have any problems operating this service, call the Faxback Helpline on 0171-412 3795. 

This service is provided by Telecom Express, Westminster Tower, London SE17SP. 


, 

N Wheatley 

H D G Is A Sad Wasicr 

634 

1 

G Wilson 

Dcrj Soldier; 

617 

7 

T Gardner 

6 Chumha»umbas 

576 

4 

Mr N Wheaxlev 


571 

5 

J Gardner 

15 Ch'jmEawumbas 

548 

6 

C Marianczak 

Jansen« \i 

543 

7 

N Wheatlcv 

A Tight Horse Is Fun 

54! 

? 

Steven Shiplev 

Set Asainsi 

524 

9 

J Wndeau 

Father Shabr« ibr.» 1 

516 

10 

1 McGill 

The While Helmets 

511 

il 

J Fr«a 

Varierv Sports Inter 

509 

12 

M T:i:trington 

Sijohn'swnitehse 

5tW 

12 

E Carmichael 

Jali Master* 

504 

12 

F Fergus, m 

Sjucv Sue Bark'S* 

504 

1? 

P Henson 

Hen^mhammers 

502 

16 

T Sharplr. 

Mr Men 

500 

17 

M (jriifirhs 

The Town 

496 

17 

D Garren 

The Spike Bms 

493 

17 

C%an Housh 

The Bov Sprouts 

49S 

JJ 

5 Wilson 

FC Ri*k 

497 


ITF LEAGUE 


3 

4 

5 
o 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 
15 
15 
18 

19 

20 
20 
22 
23 
23 
25 
25 
25 
2S 
29 
29 

29 
32 
32 
32 

35 

36 

30 

38 

39 
39 

59 
42 
42 
42 
45 
4b 
4b 
4b 
49 
49 
51 
51 
51 
54 
54 
51 
97 
57 
57 

60 
nl 
62 
62 
o2 
05 
o5 
67 
6? 
to 
aM 
no 

69 


SO 

•sn 

sn 

S3 

S3 

S3 

53 

S3 

58 

£5 

3S 

55 

92 

92 

92 

95 

95 

95 

“5 

95 

I'X) 


Mr M Jones 
D Fcnicn 
Mr M Jones 
Mike Madden 
SLegg 

Malcolm Jackson 
B Farakerley 
D Shuler 
MrM Jones 
G Rainbow 
N Wheatley 
Mary Ann Kennedy 
Mr A Colcwnbe 
C Burr 
Al Hastings 
P Turner 
Mr M Jones 
A Luckhursi 
G Wilson 
D Shutrr 
K FarhaJJ 
Graeme Dabnor 
C Sloan 

Mr D Edbrooke Stainer 

ANeriazski 

G Dolan 

P Turner 

J Hum 

P Rees 

D Ross 

P Turner 

A Luckhursi 

J Strickland 

R Lockver 

B Bare 

G KCOult 

J Hunt 

Dbusby 

RJones 

Mr P Turner 

SLegg 

D Shurer 

Barba Papa a la Bacon 
Mary .Ann Kenneth* 

D WjJron 

Michael Huddlestone 
Brian O'Hare 
Jon Pregon 
J Hum 
Sieven Adams 
A Luckhursi 
PBown 
P Turner 
Chris Forde 
R CaJda* 

S Legg 
1 Ralph 
K Farhall 
J Hunl 
P Turner 
A SUddocks 
M Lindquist 
Michad Horan 
V Cox 
DM Carter 
A Lynn 

George Mijuskovich 
P Turner 
.\Sfon 
RJ Ward 
Graeme Dabnor 
Andy Robson 
J Kitchen 
W Clark 
F Turner 
Mr A Mellon 
Tim Oldfield 
Hearn* Wheeler 
Mr K' Lcrhby 
H Pritchard 
P Rawlins'. 

G Millington 
A Luckhur* 

C Paget 
I Ralph 

Jeremy Dwyer 
Mary Ann Kenneth 
D Sh u:cr 
A Luckhur.t 
Susan Makin 
Philip Ward 
A Luckhurst 
J Hum 
J Duitaun 
Andrew* Bates 
Graeme Dabnor 
Adam Fnzjohn 
J Hun: 

Mrs P Tamley 
T Gammas?' 


Jb6 

Out Of The Blue 
Jb* 

Poachers never change 

Goose 4 

No name 

LFC 4 

Don 2 

Jb5 

Rainbows Topteam 
H D G Is A Sad Waster 
Inverness Undecided 
Mr Wads XJ 
Burrs Spurs 4 
Golden Wonders 
Turners Earners S 
Jh2 
Tobs 

Dag Soldiers 
RasseU 2 
Chelsea 6 
St Remy Strikers 
Brandnghara FC 
Ca 

Nadar 

Genesis 

Turners Earnt 5 
John Hunt Taumon 7 
Yukon Merchant 
LTberos 

Turners Earners 6 
Caroline B 
ClANB 
Rachels 
TEDDY 1 
United 

John Hum Fa Cup A 
This Years Lot 
Cell Block H 
TcTCup 
Gcose 5 
DON 5 

Novote Spoilers 
Too Fan* 

Numpty Nut* 

Pulp Facaon HI 

The Warriors ICome out to pby 

J P 1 

John Hum Taunton 1 
Britannia StoJdes 
TOBLITT 
Bees XI 

Turners Earn! I 
Game of Two Pints 
Bobs Boysfi 
GooscS 

Marco Champions 
Cnri wi 2 

John Hun: Taunton 8 
Turners Earners 4 
Beat 

Hun-Jevr Ranfws 
S:. Patrick s Charioteers 
Pegasus Vrd Untom.**. 
Pirewocd Form 
Arams'*. Boingers 
Big Mac Europe 
Turners Earners o 
Spenak Mwitev 
Nonchalant A FC 4 
St Ratty Sueediqhicrs 
Cub 15-30 
Srmhaj Dream 
Blaren Heads 
Turners Earners 1 
Shorts Hi:s 
Wjtstcr Warriors I 
Qu:a> Fan 
K143 

Cymru Am Byth 12 
Ea.'abrcci: Stars 
Sursv.ors 
Eddie'A co 
l n wi Lhishcutaat 
Ralphy Boys 

N jcx Nuirue Wink Wink 
Oilnz Pads RNG 
Dm ; 

V.Vjc: 

S?ud2 

V. annabe Herws XI 
Cardin; A 

John Hun: Tauruon 4 
Fc Rppa 

’.Vedterlr.* Raarig 7 
S: Rons'Strollers 
Al4 

John HuntTamunn 7 

Ai 

Drowned GoidJfrh 


636 

673 

667 

660 

659 

651 

647 

644 

639 

638 

634 

633 

629 

b2b 

620 

620 

630 
619 
617 
616 
616 
615 
613 
613 
all 
61! 
611 
610 
608 
608 
6C8 
607 
607 
607 
606 
604 
604 
603 
602 
602 
602 
601 
601 
601 
600 
599 
599 
599 
598 
598 
997 
597 
597 
596 
5% 
59b 
595 
595 
595 
594 
592 
591 
991 
991 
590 
590 
5S9 
589 
588 

555 
588 
5S3 
587 
557 
557 

556 
535 
585 
58S 
584 
584 
584 
533 
5S3 
583 
5B5 
583 
582 
582 
582 
582 
581 
581 
SSI 
SO 
5S0 
5SO 
580 
580 
579 


PFA PLAYERS’ LEAGUE 


3 

4 
4 
b 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
M 

15 

16 
17 
IS 
W 
20 
21 
23 
23 
23 
25 
25 
27 

38 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

34 

36 

37 

35 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 
48 
50 
S) 
50 
SO 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 
S> 
60 
61 
62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 
70 

72 

73 

74 

75 


Simon Grayson 
Paul Simpson 
Alf-tnee Haaland 
Sieve Potts 
John Salako 
Rohm Lee 
Rob Savage 
Dean Bladcwell 
Jonathan Hum 
Dovjd Tuttle 
Kyle Liehtboume 
David Barry 
Richard Shaw 
Kevin Gallacher 
Frank Letoeuf 
Tun B reacker 
Gareth Southgate 
Bjorn Kvarme 
Kenny Cunningham 
Nigel Martyn 
David WetheraJl 
Teddy Sberin gharri 
Dave Watson 
Phil Babb 
Dennis Wise 
AraJy Townsend 
Dean Holdswordi 
Paul Williams 
Gary Mabbun 
David Seaman 
Ugo Ehiogu 
Kevin Hitchcock 
Patrick Berner 
Andrew LiddeU 
John Hendrie 
Nicky Bun 
Lee Sharpe 
lan Pearce 
Andy Roberts 
Kevin Muscat 
Chris Powell 
Lee Dixon 
Lars Bohinen 
John Beresford 
Pontus Kaamark 
Sieve Clarke 
Sieve Lomas 
Robin Van Der La an 
Jawxi Euell 
Kasey Kdlcr 
Graeme LeSaux 
Richard Joteon 
Roger Cross 
Slew-art Casdedme 
Neil Raff cam 
Andy Stmor 
Robbie Fowler 
Colin Hendry 
Danny Williamson 
Damsi Pitcher 
Garv Neville 
David Beckham 
John Scales 
Alan Wright 
John Hanson 
Spencer Prim 

lam Dowie 
Mark Wrrghi 
NickvEaden 
Alan Shearer 
Colin Calderwood 
Lee Cars ley 
GonEranco Zola 
Mare Ed worthy 
Mike Whitlow 


Aston Villa 
Derby County Wolves 
Leeds Llnhea 
West Ham United 
CcrventryCity 
Newcastle United 
Leicester City 
Wimbledon 
Derby County 
Crystal Palace 
Coventry City 
Newcastle United 
Coventry City 
Blackburn Rovers 
Chelsea 

West Ham United 
Aston Villa 
Liverpool 
Wimbledon 
Leeds United 
Leeds United 
Manchester United. 
Evcrton 
Liverpool 
Chebea 

Aston ViDa/Middlesbrough 

Wimbledon 

Coventry City 

Tottenham Hotspur 

Arsenal 

Aston Villa 

Chelsea 

Liverpool 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Manchester United 
Leeds United 
Wen Ham 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Pa bee 
Derby County 
Arsenal 

Blackburn Rovers 
Newcastle United 
Leicester City 
C h el s ea 

War Ham L’mrod 
Derby County 
Wimbledon 
Leicester Coy 
Chelsea 
Leeds United 
Tonenham Hotspur 
Wimbledon 
Barnsley 

Tmtenham Hotspur 
Liverpool 
Blackburn Rovers 
Evenon 
Crystal Palace 
Manchester United 

Manchester United 
Tottenham Hotspur 
Alien vi lla 
'Vest Ham United 
Leicester City 
Wot Ham United 
Liverpool 
Barnsley 
Newcastle United 
Tonenham Hotspur 
Derby County 
Cbcbca 
Crystal Palace 

Barton 


395 

394 

390 

382 

382 

374 

368 

364 

356 

344 

336 

334 

333 

226 

325 

322 

321 

320 

319 

316 

315 

310 

307 

307 

306 

306 

304 

303 

301 

300 

298 

297 

294 

292 

292 

291 

288 

287 

286 

284 

2S1 

230 

277 

276 

Z70 

269 

JtH 

263 

263 

261 

261 

2 bl 

261 

259 

258 

2S5 

254 

253 

247 

245 

237 

235 

234 

226 

22S 

221 

215 

213 

211 

196 

|9o 

176 

169 

167 

107 



HOW THE SCORINGLSY5TEM WORKS 

An 1B97-8 matches In tha FA Carting Premlaratep. M Cup, Beil's 
Scottish League premier division and Termerits Scottish (hjp 
count tor points. Penattyshootouts do not count but resuta 
decided in this way will count for managers.. 


! POINTS AWARDED j 

Goalkeeper 


Striker 


Keeps clean shea (per hWf}*^ 

+3 points 

Scores goal . . 

: +2 points 

Scoresgoal * * - .. 

+20 points 

AS players . 


Saves penalty 

+1 point 

*. On wTnnlng side 

+1 pc hit 

FuU becks/Contrai defender 


Appetjiancet 

+1 point 

Keeps dean sheet* 

+3 points 

Scores hat-trick 

+IO bores 

Scores goal 

+4 points 

Managar- 

points 

MWfleW player 


Wins 

+3 points 

Keeps dean sheet* 

+1 point 

Draws 

+1 point 

Scorns goal • 

+3 points 



| | POINTS DEDUCTED | 

Goalkeeper 


Booked 

•1 point 

Concedes goal 

-2 points 

Concedes penalty -1 point 

Fall kweta/Central defender 

-«. j 

Misses penalty 

-1. point • 

Concedes goal 

-l*pobrt 

Scores own goal 

-1. point 

Allployera 

Sent off 

-3 points 

Manager 

Team loses 

-1 point 

" Must have ptayed a comtMe haff in me match ID earn +3 points ‘Must have played 
for 75 minutes in die match tMuat have pitied tar 45 minutes tn the match 





Mike Madden 
Mary Ann Kennedy 
Graeme Dabnor 
Barba Papa a la Bacon 
Mary Ann Kennedy 
Michael Huddlestone 
Brian O'Hare 
P Bown 
Chris Forde 
Michael Horan 
George Mijuskovich 
Graeme Dabnor 
Andy Robson 
Tim Oldfield 
Henry Wheder 
Jereniy Dwyer 
Mary Arm Kennedy 
Susan Malar, 

Philip Ward 
Andrew Bates 


Poachers never change 660 

Inverness Undecided 614 

S: Rcmy Strikers 615 

Novote Spoilers 601 

Too Farr 601 

Pulp Faction Ml 599 

The Warriors I Come* o 599 

Bees XI 597 

Game of Two Pines 596 

Sl Patrick's Chario 591 

Big Mac Europe 589 

St Rcmv Strwtfigfwers 588 

Club 1S-30 558 

Winster Warriors 1 585 

Quito Fan 555 

Nudge Nudge Wink Win 583 

Oil tie Pack kNG 583 

SpudZ SS2 

Wannabe Heroes XI 582 

Wetherby Raring 7 580 


£1,000, a signed Mitre football and a 
Mitre Sports bag, and tickets to a premier 
league match of your choice can be won 
every month, plus the chance to win 
£10,000 in a separate FA Cup League 
so enter the ITF now. 

The manager of the month can be won by any team, no matter 
where it Is in the overall ITF league. The prize simply goes to the 
person whose team scores the highest points In any one month. 
If you are a student or a woman (IS or over) you may also enter 
the appropriate mini-league, while under-18 year olds enter the 
Youth league. These all cany separate monthly prizes. 

By entering the ITF, your team will automatically be entered 
into a separate FA Cup league. Your players wHl earn you points 
for the FA Cup league (UtUewoods FA Cup and Tennents Scottish 
FA Cup) as well as the main ITF league. 

Remember the earlier you register, the more transfers your 
team wfll be allocated. 

HOW TO ENTER 

Entries to ITF via The Times are now by phone only, on 

0891405 011 

From the Republic of Ireland only +44 990 100 308 

B You must use a Touch-tone (DTMF) telephone fmost push¬ 
button telephones with a * and a hash key are Touch-tona). 

B Choose 1 goalkeeper. 2 full backs. 2 central defenders, 

4 midfielders, 2 strikers and a manager. 

■ Do not spend more than 35 million. 

■ Do not choose more than two individuals 

{2 players or 1 player and 1 manager) from any one club. 

B Once you have chosen your team, call the entry Hne. above 
and follow the step-by-step Instructions. 

■ 5® gh ’ e T * personal indents cation number 

(PIN) at the aid of the calL You must keep a note of this num¬ 
ber as you wfll need your pin for making transfers and check¬ 
ing your team score. 


A new team will score points 
on future games. 0891 calls 
cost 50p per minute. Your 

can win cost about double If 

made from a pay phone. In 
the event of there being 


iywtb than one manager o! 
the month, the whiner will 
chosen at random. In tile 
event of there being more 
than one league winner, a 
tiebreak will operate. 



“Who has the best football 




’fou can always catch the latest fcotteH news with UneQae: 
die UK entertainment and Internet service. LrneQne provides 
the most comprehensive 'sports semce around, 
stories and reports from 5ky, leatfing newspapers and the 


best sources on the Internet It’s pafttciarij* if you’re 

a participant in The Toss Weractan* ^arn fcofraa. 

on to oflier payers aarf even set ap the serwet 
totJringywnew^c^yowowntssrfi-iriieashaL * - 




Mm*S*m$*fi** 0800411 210. 


* Gn* RJH oo-^» M* uaCa* aOo&ng |9 Heim T6s c «crtn X5. 
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yield dividends in the transfer market for new players 


1 333 


A r-Pride park Derby : 
County's newly-built 
home ground, a casual 
visitorcan. expect to hear a. 
strah^ iiicl alarming noise 
rolling around the stands, 
rising: to a crescendo before 
being lost in a ghostly echo in 
the ; desolate wastes' of the - 
red aimed industrial land thart 
surrounds die stadiurtL 
’Pooooooooommnwtt! It'is 
most frecpieritly heard -after 
any action involving the' 
team’s. - Estonian - goaSceepr. 
Mart Poom, The fact tfea 
Poem'S; surname is supposed 
to rhyme with “norm” rather 
than “room" puts nobody oft. 

The Derby supporters who 
shout his name were no doubt 
disappointed that their team 
could only draw 0-0 with 
Crystal Palace an. Saturday, 
but for Boom it completed a •' 
successful week that induded 
two dean sheets; the goalless 
draw at Newcastle in midweek 
helped any ITF entrant with 
Poona as their goalkeeper to a 
total of 14 points — three for 
each goalless half, and two 
appearance points. 

It provided a timely remind¬ 
er that careful consideration of 
the fixture lists can be reward¬ 
ing. Two transfers are used by 
bringing in a player fra 1 one 
specific game; a player due to - 
play a succession of games 
against potentially unthreat¬ 
ening opposition can save a 
potentially useful transfer lat¬ 
er in the season. 

This week, the Christmas 



programme sees all FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership dubs- play¬ 
ing twice, giving teams the 
opportunity to make up k>st 
ground, or open up a decisive 
gap, with two threepcant 
hauls. In ITF too, a player 
hitting form could net you 
enough points , to jump thou-, 
sands of places. Although 
there are no New Year’s Day 
fixtures in England this year, 
next weekend sees some inter¬ 
esting pairs of games. 

Ftoom and Derby face 
Newcasde United at home on 
Boxing Day and .Barnsley 
away next Sunday, and will be 
optimistic of shutting both out 

-Tottenham, a team down in 
the dumps after big defeats by 
Chelsea and Coventry, could 
be boosted by their victory 
oyer JBamsJfiy in a fixture- 
many tipped them to lose and 
the news that Jurgen 


Klinsmann, their former far 
VDurite, will be rejoining them 
• on loam. 'Add to that the 
avowed, intention of David 
Ginola to force his way bad; 
into the France international 
picture before summer’s 
World Cup, and an away 
game against out-of-form As¬ 
ton VBla and the north London 
derby at White Han Lane look 

■ attractive propositions. 

Manchester United are un¬ 
likely to' be quaking in their 

■ boots ar the prospect of receiv¬ 
ing Everton, first away win of 
the season or nor, nor-of a trip 
to Hlghfidd Road, despite 

. Coventry’s four goals in their 
. last home match. 

' Chdsea, however, might be 
a team to avoid if you are 
looking to plunder players. 

. They play at The Dell next 
Monday, and could, despite 

■ Southampton’s recent im¬ 
provement, continue their re¬ 
cent goalscoring form away 
from home. 

. However, their Boxing Day 
' visitors are Wimbledon, who 
have won the last rwo District 
. Line derbies at Stamford 
Bridge; two years ago to rhe 
day they finished with ten men 
(Vinme Jones having been 
dismissed for a foul on Ruud 
Gullit) but still triumphed 2-1. 
and took die honours last 
autumn with a powerful per¬ 
formance, winning 4-2. The 
horses for courses argumentis 
a powerful one in football 



■ jJU* ?:■ ■SI 


ITF helpline: 01582 702720. Mart Poom of Derby County, who accumulated an impressive 14 points over the week 


'THIS WE33CS MOVES 


There are no changes to the ITF lists this week 

HOW TO MAKE A TRANSFER 

□ YOU MAY transfer as and when you wish according to your 
team transfer allowance. If a player or manager moves teams 
fir ing the season, ft may affect the composition of your team. 
You may adjust your team by using the transfer system to avoid 
missing out on points. ■ 

□ EACH TEAM that was entered at the start of the season was 
allocated 60 transfers for the season and each team registering 
after that date had its number ol transfers reduced by three per 
week up to December 13 Teams registered before noonthal day 
were allocated an extra 20 transfers. Teams registered since then 
and from now on will be allocated 20 transfers for the resf of the 
season. 

□ THE LINE is open now and will remain open for toe rest of toe 
season. You may only make transfers by using a Touch-tone 
fDTMF) telephone (most push-button telephones with a " and a 
hash key are Touch-tone). You will need ten digits for your PIN 
which you will have to tap in (not speak). Follow the simple 
instructions and tap in the five-digit codes of the players that you 
are transferring. 

□ YOU MAY make up to four transfers per call but may make as 
many calls as you wish to achieve the required amount of 
transfers. 

□ TRANSFERS made before 12 noon on any day wilt become 
effective for matches starting after that time. Transfers made after 
12 noon will become effective for matches starting after 12 noon 
the following day. 

□ YOUR NEW player only starts to score points for you when his 
transfer is registered. The current score of toe player transferred 
out remains part of your team score but he then ceases to score 
for you. 

□ CALLS COST SOp per minute and calls from a telephone box 
cost approximately twice as much. 

Transfer number: 0891 884 628. 

Outside the UK: +44 990 200 538. . 
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10101 

10201 

10301 

10401 

10501 

10601 

10701 

10702 
10801 
10901 
11001 
11002 
11101 
11201 
11301 
11401 
11501 
11601 
11602 
11701. 
11801 
11901 
12001 
12101 
12201 
12301 
12401 
12501 
12702 
12801 
12801 
12901 
13001 


J Leighton 
D Seaman 
If Bosnlch 
D Watson 
T Flowers 
fCBranagan 
S Kerr ■ 

J Gould 
EDeGoey 
S Ogrizovic 
C Nash 
K Miller 
M Poom 
S Dykstra 
I Westwater 
N Southall 
G Rousset 

C Reid 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal ' 

Aston WJa 
Barnsley 
Blackburn R 
Bolton W 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Chelsea 
Coventry City 
Crystal Palace - 
Crystal Palace 
Derby County 
Dundee United . 
Dunfermline 
Everton . 

Hearts 

Hibernian 


O Gottskalkssan Hibernian 
D Lehovlc _. Kilmarnock 
NMartyn 

K Keller. 

D James 
P Schmelchel 
S Howie 
S Given 
AGoram 
K Pressman 
P Jones 
A Main 
(Walker 
LMUdosko 
N Sullivan 


Leeds United 
Leicester City 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 
Motherwell 
Newcastle United 
Rangers • 
Sheffield Wed 

Southampton 
St Johnstone 
Tottenham H 
West Ham United 
Wimbledon 


2.00 

5.00 

3.00 

1.00 

330 

.130 

.4.00 

330 

3.00 

130 

0.25 

2.00 

• 130 
2.00 
1.00 
2.00 

3.50 

1.50 
130 
1.00 

.330 
3.00 
330 
5.00 
1.00 
3.00 
5.00 
2.00 
1 . 00 - 
0.50 
230 
2.00 
230 


2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

3 

0 

0 . 

7 

14 

3 

0 

0 

-11 

-9 

0 

8 
.8 

" 1 - ' 

6 

16 
• 0 
0 
0 
-7 
2 
0 
8 
0 
0 


-9 

52 

36 

-34 

49 

38 

0 

38 

63 
17 

0 

31 

40 

21 

9 

3 

44 

-9 

4 
6 

64 
51 
56 
90 

0 

17 

.29 

-11 

2 

20 

24 

4 

51 



20201 

20202 

20203 

20301 

20302 

20303 

20304 

20401 

20402 

20403 

20502 

20503 
20601 

21901 
20602 
20603 

20701 

20702 

20703 
20501 
20801 

20803 

20901 

20904 

21001 

21002 

21004 

21101 

21102 

21103 

21401- 

21402 

21403 

21404 
21501 
21701 
21601 
21802 

21902 
22001 
22002 
22003 
22101 
22102 
22103 
22301 
223Q2 

22303 

22304 
2240) 
22402 

22501 

22502 
227th 

22702 

22703 
22801- 
22802 


22901 
229& 
229Q3 
-23QW. 
23002. 

230Q3 


L Dixon 
N Wlnterbum 
EPflUt 
S Staunton 
A Wright 
S Grayson 
F Nelson 
NEaderi 
JNf Thompson 
D Barnard 
J Kama; 

P Valery 
N Cox 
M Whitlow 

R Elliott 
J Phflfips 
T Boyd - 
TMcKfnlay 
J McNamara- 
G-Le Saux . 
DPetrescu 
C Babayaro . 
F Sinclair 
D Burrows 
M Hall 
R NBsson 

□ Gordon 
MEdworthy 
J Smith 

C Pawed 
D Yates 
GRowett 
A Hmchcfiffe 
E Barrett 
T Phelan 
M Ward 
G Locke 

□ Kerr 
G Kelly 

D Robertson 
S Guppy 
SBjoroebye 
JMcAteer 

RJones 

D Irwin 

GrNevtOe 
P Neville 
S Watson 
W Barton 
JBeresford 
S Pearce 
A defend 
SStensaas 
PBIondeau 
I Nolan 
JDodd ' 
FBenafl 
SChartton. 

C WBson 
J Edinburgh 
SCarr 
JDfcks 
Attnpey 
TSreacker 
B Thatcher . 
XCunningbam 

AKbnbte 


Arsenal 


Arsenal 
Aston Vrtfa 
Aston VHta 
Aston VBla ’ 
Aston Villa. 
Barnsley'-' r. 
Barnsley:. 
Barnsley : 
Blackburn R ' 
Blackburn FT 
Bolton. W 
BottonW 
Bolton W 
Bolton W 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic . - 
Chelsea 
Chelsea 
Cheisea 
Chelsea 
Coventry City 
CoventryCity 
Coventry City 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Everton 
Everton 
Everton 
Everton 
Hearts 
Kflmamock 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd . 
Leicester City 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 
Manchester Utd 
Manchester Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Sheffield Wed 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Tottenham H 
Tottenham H 
Tottenham H 
West Ham Utd 
West Ham Utd 
West Ham Utd 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon.: 
Wimbledon 


3.00 
-3.00 
3.00 
£50 
£50 
2.00 
£00 
0.50 . 

6.50 
T .00 
3.00 
£50 
£00 
1-50 
£00 
1.00 

3.50 

3.50 
3X10. 
4.00 
4.00 
£00 
£00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 ' 
130 

1.50 
1.50 
1.50 
1.00 
1.50 
£50- 
1.50 
1.50 
1.50 

1.50 
1.00 
£50 
£50 
£50 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
4.00 

3£0 

3.50 
3.00 : 
£00 
£00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
£00 
£00 

1.50 

0.75 

0.75 

£00 

£00 

£00 

3.00 

1.50 

£00 

£00 

£00 

£00 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-3 

0 

-2 

5 

O' 

0 

0 

0 

-2 

5 

.0 . 

9 : 
1 
5 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

8 

4 
8 

5 

4 
0 
0 
-4 

5 
5 

4 
0 
0 

5 
0 
0 

10 
9 
4 
0 
0 

4 
0 
0 
0 
-4 
0 . 

0 

0 

5 
0 
5 
0 
-2 
0 
0 
0 
0 


12 

27 

15 
14 

16 
17 

8 

-8 

-5 

“7 

32 
8 
'3 
9 
.4 
-4 
45 

2 

.-48 

27 

49 

20 

13 

10 

9 

-1 

17 

2 

-1 

20 

1 

8 

6 

5 

-1 

5 

8 

9. 

23 

25 

33 
21 

13 
11 
20 
44 
33 

17 

14 
16 
;9 
20 
25 

-15 
-11 
13 
5 
2 
4 
-9 
0 
0 
-1 
. 0 
17 
13 
■6 


30101 

30201 

30202 

30203 

30204 

30301 

30302 

30401 

30402 

30403 
30502 

30504 

30505 
30501 

30602 

30603 

30604 

30701 

30702 

30703 

30704 

30801 

30802 

30803 

30804 

30901 

30902 

30903 

31001 

31002 

31003 

31004 

31101 

31102 
31201 
31301 

31401 

31402 
31404 
31501 
31601 
31801 
31802- 

31803 

31804 

31901 

31902 

31903 

31904 

32001 

32002 

32003 
30501 

32101 

32102 

32301 

32302 

32303 

32304 

32401 

32402 

32403 

32404 

32501 

32502 

32503 

32701 

32702 
32704 
32601 

32801 

32802 

32803 

32804 

32901 

32902 

31403 

32903 

32904 
33001 


B O’Neil 
T Adams 
M Keown 
G Grimandi 
S Bon Id 
G Southgate 
UEhlogu 
A DeZaeuw 
A Moses 
M Appleby 
C Hendry 
S Henchoz 
T Pedersen 
G Taggart 
G Bergsson 
C Falrctough 
M Fish 
E An non! 
MMacKay 
A Stubbs 
M Rfeper 
F Leboeuf 
M Duberry. , 
S Clarice 
B Lambourde 
LDaish 

R Shaw 
P Wlffiams 
A Roberts 
A UnJghan 
D Tuttle 
H Hreidarsson 
ISttmac 
J Laursen 
S Pressley 
G Shields 
SBOic 
D Watson 
C Tiler 
D Web 
J Hughes 
D Wetherall 
G Halle . 

R Mofenaar 
L Radebe 
M Elliott 
P Kaamark 
S Walsh 
S Prior 
M Wright 
DMatteo 
B Kvarme 
H Berg 
D May 
GPallfster 
P Albert - 
D Peacock 
S Howey 
APistone 
S Ponini 
J Bforklund ' 

L Amoruso 
R Gough 
D Walker 
J Newsome 
P Atherton 
R Dryden 
C Lundekvam 
KMonkou 
S McCluskey . 
S Campbell 
J Scales 
R Vega 

CCalderwood 

R Ferdinand 
R Had 
D Unsworth 
S Potts 
1 Pearce 
C Perry 
D Blackwell 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Blackburn R 
Blackburn R 
Blackburn R 
BottonW 
Bolton W 
BottonW 
Bolton W 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Chelsea 
.Chelsea 
Cheisea 
Chelsea 
Coventry Cfty 
Coventry City 
CoventryCity 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Dundee Utd 
Dunfermline 
Everton 
Everton 
Everton 
Hearts 
Hibernian 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd 
Leicester City 
Leicester City 
Leicester City • 
Leicester City 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Manchester Utd 
Manchester Utd 
Manchester Utd 
- Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Newcastle Utd 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Rangers 
Sheffield Wed 
Sheffield Wed 
Sheffield Wed 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
St Johnstone 
Tottenham H 
Tottenham H 
Tottenham H 
Tottenham H 
West Ham United 
West Ham United 
West Ham United 
West Ham United 
West Ham United 
Wimbledon 
Wimbledon 


£00 

3.00 

3.00 

£00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

1.00 

0.50 

0.50 

.3.00 

£50 

2.00 

1.50 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

1.50 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 

£50 

£50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

1.50 

0.75 

0.75 

1.00 

£50 

1.50 

£00 

1.50 

2.50 
2.00 

1.50 
2.00 
£00 
£50 
£00 
£00 
£00 

3.50 
£00 

2.50 
£00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

3.50 
3.50 
3.50 
£50 
3.00 
2.00 
3.00 
330 
3.50 

3.50 
4.00 
£00 
£00 
£00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
0.50 
£50 
£50 
£00 
£00 

2.50 
£00 
2.00 

1.50 
£00 
£50 
£50 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-2 

-3 

-3 

5 

5 

0 

0 

-1 

-1 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

4 

4 
0 
1 

-1 

0 

5 
4 
-5 
-4 

4 

5 
5 
0 
0 

4 
0 
-1 
0 

5 
4' 

0 

0 

10 

3 

-1 

0 

3 

-1 

0 

0 

0 

-3 

-3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

-2 

0 

-3 

0 

-2 

0 

0 


-22 

13 
2 

14 
11 
11 

23 
-20 
-23 

-8 

28 

21 

2 

5 

12 

~3 

13 
12 

2 

44 

29 

39 

24 

14 
-1 

0 

13 

-5 

15 
10 

0 

1 

13 
12 

17 
-1 

-18 

15 

12 

25 
-13 

35 

24 

14 

15 
46 
31 
33 

7 

5 
21 

30 
27 

0 

40 
9 

6 
1 

10 

29 

29 

0 

5 

-4 

-3 

1 

-5 

2 

7 

5 

6 
1 
3 
6 
0 
0 
3 
2 

-6 

13 

18 



40101 

40102 

40201 

40202 

40203 
.40204 
40205 

40301 

40302 

40401 

40402 

40403 

40404 

40501 

40502 

40503 

40504 

40601 

40602 

40603 

40604 


E Jess,- 
P Bernard 
M Overmans 
P Vieira 
S Hughes 
R.Partour 
D Platt 
M Draper 
1 Taylor. 

N Redfeam 
E Tinkler 
DSheridan 
M Bullock 
J Wilcox 

B McKintay 
T Sherwood 
G-Ffitcroft 
A Thompson 

S Sellars 
PFrandsen 
M-Johansen 


Aberdeen 

Aberdeen 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Arsenal 

Aston Villa 

Aston. Villa 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Barnsley 

Blackburn R 

Blackburn R 

Blackburn R 
Blackburn R 
Bolton W 
BottonW . 
BottonW 
BottonW 


£00 

£00 

5.50 

3.50 


21 

8 

42 

26 

3 


[Code- 


Ton 

CMt(£m). 

Wtek Total] 

40605 

J Pollock 

Bolton W 

£00 

1 

28 

40701 

A Thom 

Celtic 

4.50 

1 

26 

40702 

P O’Donnell 

Celtic 

3.00 

0 

7 

42503 

R Blinker 

Celtic 

3.00 

3 

21 

40704 

C Burley 

Celtic 

3.00 

6 

46 

40705 

P Lambert 

Celtic 

3.00 

3 

14 

40801 

D Wise 

Chelsea 

3.50 

2 

32 

40802 

R Dl Matteo 

Chelsea 

4.00 

2 

33 

40803 

E Newton 

Chelsea 

1.50 

0 

9 

40804 

G Poyet 

Chelsea 

3.00 

0 

28 

40901 

G McAllister 

CoventryCity 

£50 

0 

20 

40902 

T Soltvedt 

Coventry City 

1.50 

1 

22 

40903 

J Salako 

CoventryCity 

150 

0 

15 

40904 

P Tetter 

CoventryCity 

1.50 

0 

5 

41002 

S Rodger 

Crystal Palace 

1.00 

2 

24 

41003 

D Pitcher 

Crystal Palace 

0.25 

0 

0 

41004 

P Warhurst 

Crystal Palace 

1.50 

2 

26 

41005 

A Lombardo 

Crystal Palace 

3.00 

0 

22 

41101 

A Asanovic 

Derby County 

£50 

0 

6 

41102 

S Eranlo 

Derby County 

3.50 

1 

25 

41103 

D Powell 

Derby County 

1.50 

3 

9 

41104 

C Dailly 

Derby County 

1.50 

0 

19 

41105 

R Van Der Lean 

Derby County 

1.00 

0 

8 

41106 

J Hunt 

Derby County 

1.00 

0 

14 

41201 

R Winters 

Dundee Utd 

3-50 

1 

40 

41301 

A Smith 

Dunfermline 

3.50 

0 

43 

41401 

G Speed 

Everton 

3.50 

5 

43 

41402 

J Parkinson 

Everton 

1.50 

0 

0 

41403 

G FarreUy 

Everton 

1.50 

3 

12 

41404 

D Williamson 

Everton 

£00 

0 

10 

41405 

J Osier 

Everton 

£50 

3 

3 

41501 

N McCann 

Hearts 

3.50 

1 

48 

41601 

C Jackson 

Hibernian 

2.00 

0 

6 

41602 

B Lavety 

Hibernian 

2.00 

0 

20 

41701 

J McIntyre 

Kilmarnock 

2.00 

0 

0 

41001 

D Hopktn 

Leeds Utd 

3.50 

2 

27 

41801 

LBowyer 

Leeds Utd 

3.00 

1 

16 

41802 

A Kaaland 

Leeds Utd 

£00 

3 

29 

41803 

L Sharpe 

Leeds Utd 

£50 

0 

0 

41804 

B Ribeiro 

Leeds Utd 

250 

6 

13 

41901 

G Parker 

Leicester City 

£00 

0 

10 

41902 

N Lennon 

Leicester City 

2.00 

1 

30 

41903 

M Izzet 

Leicester City 

£00 

1 

36 

41904 

S Taylor 

Leicester City 

1.50 

0 

0 

42001 

S McManaman 

Liverpool 

6.00 

3 

52 

42002 

O Leonhard sen 

Liverpool 

3.00 

3 

26 

42003 

M Thomas 

Liverpool 

3.00 

0 

14 

42004 

J Redknapp 

Liverpool 

3.00 

3 

20 

42006 

PInce 

Liverpool 

4.00 

0 

21 

42101 

D Beckham 

Manchester Utd 

B.OO 

6 

SO 

42102 

R Giggs 

Manchester Utd 

7.00 

9 

46 

42103 

R Keane 

Manchester Utd 

5.00 

0 

23 

42104 

N Butt 

Manchester Utd 

4.00 

5 

42 

42105 

A Cote 

Manchester Utd 

7.00 

7 

67 

42201 

B Davies 

Motherwell 

2.00 

2 

8 

42301 

R Lee 

Newcastle Utd 

5.00 

0 

25 

42302 

K Gillespie 

Newcastle Utd 

350 

2 

31 

42303 

D Batty 

Newcastle Utd 

£50 

2 

19 

42005 

J Barnes 

Newcastle Utd 

3.00 

3 

38 

42401 

B Laudrup 

Rangers 

650 

1 

26 

42402 

P Gascoigne 

Rangers 

6.00 

0 

24 

42403 

J Them 

Rangers 

3.00 

0 

16 

42404 

J Afbertz 

Rangers 

4.00 

5 

31 

42501 

B Carbone 

Sheffield Wed 

3.00 

0 

33 

42701 

J Magilton 

Sheffield Wed 

£00 

0 

23 

42502 

M Pembrfdge 

Sheffield Wed 

2.00 

4 

23 

42504 

G Hyde 

Sheffield Wed 

1.00 

0 

7 

42505 

G Whittingham 

Sheffield Wed 

1.50 

1 

12 

42702 

R Slater 

Southampton 

0.75 

0 

6 

42704 

K Richardson 

Southampton 

0.50 

1 

20 

42705 

C Palmer 

Southampton 

2.00 

1 

21 

42706 

M Oakley 

Southampton 

1.50 

1 

6 

42601 

A Sekeritoglu 

St Johnstone 

0.75 

0 

11 

428Q1 

ASinton 

Tottenham H 

3.00 

3 

IB 

42802 

D Anderton 

Tottenham H 

3.00 

2 

7 

42803 

R Fox 

Tottenham H 

2.00 

3 

23 

42804 

D Howells 

Tottenham H 

2.00 

0 

16 

42805 

D Ginola 

Tottenham H 

3.00 

9 

36 

42901 

E Berkovlc 

West Ham Utd 

2.50 

1 

45 

42902 

S Lomas 

West Ham Utd 

£50 

-2 

24 

42903 

J Moccur 

West Ham Utd 

£00 

0 

13 

43001 

R Earle 

Wimbledon 

4.00 

0 

29 

43002 

N ArdJey 

Wimbledon 

£00 

0 

25 

43003 

V Jones 

Wimbledon 

£00 

0 

17 

42904 

M Hughes 

Wimbledon 

£00 

0 

26 

43004 

C Hughes 

Wimbledon 

1.50 

0 

16 











Cads . ' Hams 


Tumi 


Cast (Cia) - Week Total 


50101 

50201 

50202 

50301 

50302 

50303 

50401 

50402 

51102 

50403 

50501 

50502 

50503 

50602 

50603 

53003 

51601 

50703 

50704 

50705 

50801 

50802 

50901 

50902 

50903 
51001 

51003 

51004 
51101 

51103 

51104 

51105 

51201 

51202 
51301 

51401 

51402 
51404 

51501 

51502 

51602 

51701 

51702 
51801 

51803 

51804 

51901 

51902 

51903 

51904 

52001 

52002 

52003 

52004 

52101 

52102 

52103 

52201 

52202 

52301 

52303 

52304 

52401 

52402 

52403 

52501 
50702 
52503 

52701 

52502 

52702 

52704 

52601 

52602 

52801 

52302 

52802 

52803 

52901 

52902 

52903 

53001 

53002 

53004 


B Dodds 
I Wright 
D Bergkamp 
DYorke 
S Collymore 
S Milosevic 
G Hristov 
JHendrie 
AWard 
C MarceUe 
K Gafiacher 
MDahlln 
C Sutton 
N Blake 
P Beardsley 
D Hoktsworth 
DJackson 
TJohnson 
S Donnelly 
H Larsson 

G Zola 
M Hughes 
D Dublin 
DHuckerby 
N Whelan 
N Shipperiey 
B Dyer 
MPadovano 
D Stu nidge 

FBafano 
D Burton 
P Wanchope 
A McLaren 
K Olofsson 
G Britton 
D Ferguson 
N Barmby 
D Cadamarteri 
J Robertson 
J Hamilton 
S Crawford 
P Wright 
A Mitchell 
J Hasseibaink 
R Wallace 
HKewell 
S Clarldge 
E Hesfcey 
I Marshall 


Aberdeen 
Arsenal 
Arsenal 
Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Barnsley 
Blackburn R 
Blackburn R 
Blackburn R 
Bolton W 
Bolton W 
Bolton W 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Celtic 
Chelsea 
Chelsea 
Coventry City 
CoventryCity 
CoventryCity 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Crystal Palace 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Derby County 
Dundee Utd 
Dundee Utd 
Dunfermline 
Everton 
Everton 
Everton 
Hearts 
Hearts 
Hibernian 
Kilmarnock 
Kilmarnock 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd 
Leeds Utd 
Leicester City 
Leicester City 
Leicester City 


4.00 

7.50 

8.50 
6.00 
5.00 
3.00 

1.50 

1.50 
£00 
1.00 

5.50 
4.00 
6.00 

3.50 
£00 
3.00 
4.00 
£50 

4.50 

4.50 
7.00 
5.00 
5.00 
£50 
£00 

1.50 
£00 

2.50 
4.00 

4.50 

1.50 

3.50 
3.00 
4.00 
2.00 
4.00 
3.00 

2.50 

3.50 
3.00 
3.00 
5.00 
£50 
3.00 

3.50 
2.00 

2.50 

4.50 
£50 


1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

.0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

4 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 


27 

50 

47 
26 
21 

14 
- 9 

11 

21 

4 

44 

12 

54 

30 

15 
13 
11 

0 

18 

36 

48 

23 

40 
27 

4 

25 

17 

4 

24 
46 

6 

8 

23 

41 
10 

16 
12 

4 

25 

5 
8 

21 

20 

25 

42' 

1 

13 

21 

27 


G Fenton 

Leicester City 

£00 

1 

14 

R Fowler 

Liverpool 

8.00 

2 

25 

P Berger 

Liverpool 

3.00 

0 

27 

KRIedle 

Liverpool 

Liverpool 

4.50 

0 

21 

M Owen 

a.50 

4 

12 

O Solskjaer 

Manchester Utd 

7.50 

3 

21 

T Sharing ham 

Manchester Utd 

7.00 

3 

37 

P Scholes 

Manchester Utd 

6.00 

2 

26 

O Coyle 

Motherwell 

3.00 

6 

31 

T Coyne 

Motherwell 

3.00 

2 

30 

A Shearer 

Newcastle Utd 

10.00 

0 

0 

F AspriUa 

Newcastle Utd 

6.00 

2 

14 

JTomasson 

Newcastle Utd 

£00 

1 

9 

M Negri 

Rangers 

8.50 

4 

107 

S RozentaJ 

Rangers 

3.50 

0 

0 

G Durie 

Rangers 

3.00 

18 

28 

A Booth 

Sheffield Wed 

3.00 

1 

30 

PDl Canto 

Sheffield Wed 

3.00 

1 

33 

R Humphreys 

Sheffield Wed 

£00 

0 

4 

M Le Ussier 

Southampton 

7.00 

1 

18 

D Hirst 

Southampton 

2.50 

1 

26 

E Ostenstad 

Southampton 

4.00 

3 

11 

K Davies 

Southampton 

3.50 

0 

6 

G O'Boyle 

St Johnstone 

150 

1 

24 

R Grant 

St Johnstone 

1.00 

0 

16 

S Iversen 

Tottenham H 

350 

2 

12 

L Ferdinand 

Tottenham H 

7.50 

2 

23 

C Armstrong 

Tottenham H 

3.50 

0 

13 

J Domingues 

Tottenham H 

3.00 

0 

0 

J Hartson 

West Ham United 

4.50 

1 

47 

PKHson 

West Ham United 

3.00 

1 

14 

J Dowfe 

West Ham United 

1.50 

0 

9 

M Gayle 

Wimbledon 

4.00 

0 

17 

EEkoku 

Wimbledon 

4.00 

0 

22 

CCort 

Wimbledon 

3.00 

0 

5 


bode - Name 


Team 


Out(£m] Week Total cade 


'Hum Coottfai) WeafcTotal 


£50 

1.50 

0 

0 

- 32 

19 

60102 

A Miller 

' Aberdeen 

1.50 

-1 

0 

81601 

J Duffy 

Hibernian 

£00 

-1 

1 

3.00 

2 . 

28 

60201 

A Wenger 

Arsenal 

5.00 

0 

26 

61701 

B Williamson 

Kilmarnock 

1.00 

3 

13 

£50 

5 

29 

60301 

B Little 

Aston Villa 

£50 

0 

13 

61801 

G Graham 

Leeds United 

3.00 

3 

29 

3.00 

1 

43 

60401 

D Wilson 

Barnsley 

050 

-1 

1 

61901 

M O'Neill 

Leicester City 

2.50 

-1 

21 

£00 

1 

20 

60501 

R Hodgson 

Blackburn R 

3.50 

3 

37 

62001 

R Evans 

Liverpool 

3.00 

3 

26 

1.00 

0 

12 

60601 

CTodd 

• BottonW 

1.50 

-1 

13 

62101 

A Ferguson 

Manchester Utd 

5.00 

6 

41 

0.50 

1 

17 

60701 

W Jansen 

Celtic 

4.00 

3 

35 

62201 

AMcLetoh 

Motherwell 

1.00 

3 

7 

3:00 

3 

28 

60801 

R Gullit 

Chelsea 

3.50 

3 

33 

62301 

K Dalglish 

Newcastle Utd 

4.00 

0 

20 

3.00 

3 

23 

60901 

GStraehan 

CoventryCity 

1.00 

-1 

13 

62401 

W Smith 

Rangers 

5.00 

3 

35 

3.00 

3 

35 

61001 

S Coppell 

Crystal Palace 

0.75 

1 

13 

62502 

R Atkinson 

Sheffield Wed 

1.50 

-1 

7 

3.00 

1 

25 

61101 

J Smith 

Derby County 

£50 

2 

23 

62701 

DJones 

Southampton 

0.50 

1 

9 

2.50 

0 

29 

61201 

T McLean 

Dundee United 

£00 

3 

17 

62601 

P Sturrock 

St Johnstone 

0.50 

-1 

11 

£00 

0 

' 19 

61301 

B Paten 

Dunfermline 

1.00 

-1 

15 

62802 

C Gross 

Tottenham H 

£00 

3 

4 

£00 

1 

■ 28 

61401 

H Kendall 

Everton 

£00 

3 

7 

62901 

H Redknapp 

West Ham United 

2.00 

-1 

15 

2.00 

0 

4 

61501 

J Jefferies 

Hearts 

3.50 

-1 

33 

63001 

J Klnnear 

Wimbledon 

2.00 

0 

16 
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Yorkshire 
boxer 
who drew 
a crowd 

BRUCE WOODCOCK, 
the former British and 
European heavyweight 
chamion. has died at the age 
of 76. Doncaster-born and 
bred. Woodcock was a big 
name in British boxing in 
the years immediately 

following the Second 
World War. 

He won the British and 
Empire titles by knocking out 
Jack London at White 
Hart Lane in July. 1945 
before a crowd of 60,000 
and a year later added the 
European crown by 
knocking out Albert Renet. 

One of his roost 
memorable defences of His 
British title was in 1949. 
against Freddie Mills, who 
he knocked out in the 
fourteenth round. He retired 
in 1950 after being 
dethroned by Jack Gardner 
and became a publican. 

Obituaries, page 19 

Borrowed time 

■ SQUASH: Jansfaer 
Khan, of Pakistan, has 
retained his world No 1 
ranking to complete a tenth 
year at the top of the 
intematumal circuit. But 
Peter NicoL of Scotland, 
seems certain to replace him 
when the next ranking list 
is issued in February. 

NicoL ranked second, 
has beaten Jansfaer three 
times this year and 
readied the final of the 
World Open, which 
Jansher dedded to miss, in 
which he lost to Rodney 
Eyles. of Australia, who is 
ranked fourth. 

Banned for life 

■ ICE SKATING: The 

Russian speedskater Svetlana 
Fbdotkina. an Olympic 
silver medal-winner, will be 
banned for life after 
refusing to submit to a dope 
test Fedotkina tested 
positive for anabolic steroids 
nearly two years ago and 
was suspended until January 
6.1998. 

In November this year. . . 

she refused to submit to a test 
while training in Calgary. 
Alberta, saying she was on a 
private visit. "We consider 
it a repeat offence." Gerd 
Zinunermann. the 
president of the International 
Skating Federation, said. 

"A lifelong ban follows, there 
is no doubt in this case." 

All downhill 

■ SKIING: The pre- 
Christmas World Cup 
Alpine skiing campaign 
fizzled out in acrimony and a 
notable absence of 
seasonal goodwill yesterday 
after another race was 

lost because of the conditions 
in Madonna Di 
Campigfio. 

Thousands of Alberto 

Tomba's Italian fans were 
disappointed and Tomba 
said that officials should at 
least have started the 
slalom, to see how the course 
hdd up. Local people 
responsible for preparing 
the piste said it was fit for 
use. 


Barnsley to 
stand by 


took drugs 


By Russell Kempson 


BARNSLEY are expected to 
stand by Dean Jones after 
their young defender was yes¬ 
terday suspended for three 
months by the Football Associ¬ 
ation for failing a drugs test. 
John Dennis, the Barnsley 
chairman, and Danny Wilson, 
the manager, are unlikely to 
follow the lead taken by sev¬ 
eral other dubs who have 
dismissed players found guilty 
of similar offences. 

Jones, 20. tested positive for 
amphetamines at Barnsley’s 
training ground in October. 
He is the first player in the FA 
Carling Premiership to foil a 
drugs test and pleaded guilty 
to the offence at an hour-long 
hearing in London. 

He claimed he took the 
substance at a nightclub on 
October 26 to keep him awake. 



Jones: failed test 

not to enhance his perfor¬ 
mance. Dennis will meet Wil¬ 
son to discuss the future of 
Jones, who has yet to break 
into the first team and whose 
suspension will run until Feb¬ 
ruary next year. 

A year ago, Leyton Orient 
released Roger Stanislaus, the 
defender, after he had been 
handed a one-year ban by the 
FA after being found guilty of 
using cocaine, a performance- 
enhancing drug. Craig Whit- 
ington, the Huddersfield 
Town striker, was also dis¬ 
missed by his dub after he 
became the first English play¬ 
er to test positive for banned 
substances (cannabis) on two 
occasions. 

Earlier this month. Jamie 
Stuart. Charlton Athletic’s for¬ 
mer England Under-21 de¬ 
fender. was released after 
testing positive for cocaine and 


marijuana. “We take a .very 
serious view of this sort of 
thing." Steve Double, an FA 
spokesman, said yesterday. 
Michael Spink, the Bamslty 
secretary, said: “The player is 
full of remorse and until now 
has been a model pro¬ 
fessional." 

John McDermott, the for¬ 
mer Watford youth develop¬ 
ment officer, has been 
appointed England's first nat¬ 
ional football development of¬ 
ficer. McDermott, 30. will be 
responsible for implementing 
the FA’s small-sided game 
initiative for under-tens as 
well as the new Chartermark 
recommendations for schools, 
junior dubs and coaching 
courses. 

His work will also mean 
taking charge of die FA’s new 
child protection initiative, de¬ 
signed to ensure there is no 
breach of trust between coach¬ 
es and teachers and their 
players. Howard Wilkinson, 
the FA's technical director, 
views it as an essential first 
move towards improving the 
long-term standing of English 
football. 

"Appointing John to this job 
is absolutely fundamental," 
Wilkinson, die former Leeds 
United manager, said. “His 
job, particularly with small¬ 
sided football for youngsters, 
will play a massive part in 
changing the course of football 
in this country for the better. 
There is no more influential 
area than the youngest play¬ 
ers. the grass roots of the 
game, and that is where 
John and his team will be 
working." 

Tom Pendiy, MF was yes¬ 
terday appointed chairman 
designate of the Football Trust 
and wifi take up the post early 
in the new year when Lord 
Aberdare, the present chair¬ 
man, retires after 19 years. 
Pendry was the founding 
chairman of the influential 
All-Party Football Group in 
1982 and served ip the. role for 
ten years before becoming 
the Shadow Minister for Sport 
and Tourism, a position 
he held until die general 
election. 

Lord Aberdare has been 
chairman of the Trust since its 
inception in 1979. 
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Marcdo Salas, the Chile striker playing for River Plate, parades his national flag after 
scoring the goal that secured a third successive Argentine championship for his dub 

Northern Ireland give 
Royle time to consider 


JOE ROYLE. die former Old¬ 
ham and Everton manager, 
will tell the Irish Football 
Association (IFA] next month 
if he wants to become North¬ 
ern Ireland's new manager. 

Royle has been interviewed 
by Jim Boyce, die 1FA presi¬ 
dent, who said yesterday: “We 
bad an exceUentmpetipg an£ I 
was very impressed. I*m going 
away on a week’s holiday over 
Christmas and Joe has said he 
wfl] ring me early in the new 
year to ler me know if he still 
wants his name to be in the 
frame. 

“But I intend to speak to 
other people, which Joe is fully 
aware of. and the internation¬ 


al committee will make the 
final appointment” 

Boyce claimed the EFA was 
still in no hurry to appoint a 
new manager, even though it 
is two months since it sacked 
Bryan Hamilton. "There is no 
panic,” he said. 

"Our next match is not until 
..March 25, against .Colombia 
at Windsor Park, and even 
that is not 100 per cent certain. 
I’m just determined to get the 
best man for Northern 
Ireland." . 

Mickael Madar, a 29-year- 
old striker with the Spanish 
dub Deportivo La Coruna, is 
expected to join Everton later 
this week on a free transfer. 


£42m expansion for St Janies’ Park 


NEWCASTLE United yesterday unveiled 
a £42 million plan to add 14.000 new seats 
to St James' Park — conceding that their 
controversial scheme to move to a 
purpose-built stadium at Castle Leazes 
park is now essentially dead. 

It is hoped that building work will be 
finished in time for the 2000-200! season, 
taking the capacity to 51.000. Nearly half 
of the new seats will be "premium seats”, 
boosting corporate entertainment facili¬ 
ties. The redevelopment should bring in 
£15 million of extra revenue each year. 

Sir Terence Harrison. Newcastle’s 
chairman, said the company had not 
withdrawn its application for planning 
permission for the £65 million Castle 


By Jason Nissfc 

Leazes plan. However, he said: “The 
original application is taking forever. 
Given all the local opposition, we thought 
it best to hare an alternative plan." 

Newcastle hope that the city council 
will approve the St James’ Park plan in 
time For work to begin at the end of this 
season. This assumes that the plan will 
not hare to go to a public inquiry. 

The club is planning an extra tier on to 
the Milbum Stand, the North West 
Corner and the Sir John Hall Stand. By- 
building behind the stands and reaching 
over the top. Newcastle hope to complete 
the work without cutting the capacity of St 


James’ in the process. Jo Davies, the 
dub’s finance director, said the redevelop¬ 
ment will be financed without having to 
raise more money from shareholders or 
cutting the amount available to Kenny 
Dalglish, the manager, to develop his 
squad. “We have a strong cash flow and 
should be able to raise any more money 
we need through the debt markets,” she 
said. 

The City was encouraged by the plans. 
"The fans are pleased the club is staying 
at St James' Park and the long-term 
benefits should feed through to the share 
price." Vmay Bedi. an analyst at Wise 
Speak, the Newcastle-based stockbrokers, 
said. 


"We have been told by 
Deportivo that all the docu¬ 
ments are in the post." How¬ 
ard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, who is desperate for 
a regular goalscorer, said 
yesterday. “Obviously he will 
need a medical, and then we 
. will take it from there." 

regained his 
place in Deportivo^ first team 
after recovering from a broken 
leg. He was included in the 
France squad for the 1996 
European championship. 

Even if the transfer does 
proceed smoothly, he will not 
be cleared in time to play in 
Everton's match against 
Manchester United cm Boxing 
Day. His debut seems more 
likely to be against Bolton 
Wanderers next Sunday, a 
game vital to both dubs in 
their efforts to retain their 
Premiership status. 

Derby County are forming a 
Carlisle connection, but deny 
that the Nationwide League 
second division side will be-' 
come a feeder dub for the 
Premiership team. • 

Carlisle have Nick Wright, 
of Derby, on loan and the 
Derby manager, Jim Smith, 
plans to bring Matt Jansen 
from Carlisle to Pride Park 
early in the new year for a' 
week's training. 

"We’re having discussions 
with Carlisle and are forging a 
relationship with them, but it*s 
ah informal one," Smith said. 


Fifa cashing in 


T hey-say that mot 
hallucinate in the 

desert and Ronaldo 
and Tfeny Venables 
spent seme erf Sumlay.njght 
probahly doing just that. 
Ronaldo, the - finest g“f 
scorer in the worid. madelus 
excuses of tiredness; of over¬ 
play,'of a shoulder irquiy 
before the Confederations' 
Cup final in-Sa»di Arabia 
... then scotec! three goals. 

made another two. atm 
seemed to ftolfo ihrough the 
6-0 thrashing of Australia, 
.ft is a spprious tourna¬ 
ment. thebrainchiM of^ifa. 
football's world governing 
body, to fill a couple of 
midwinter weeks with ..the 
millions that King Fahd is 
w illin g to pitt up. .. . 

But Venables, who may be 
onhis way from Australia to 
coach South Africa in the 
World Cup. at least found 
reality in the $568. million 
stadium, in- Riyadh.- He 
learnt that Brazil may let you 
draw 0-0 in the early rounds, 
but bring on-the final and 
Messrs Ronaldo and Ro¬ 
mano will each help them¬ 
selves to hat-tricks. 

Aust ralia are rank novices 
at die international game 
and Brazil -derided to dem¬ 
onstrate ft. Australia had a 
man sent off, Mark Viduka, 
midway through die first 
half for fouljng Cafu. This is 
not the done tiling against 
the world champions and 
rather than kick the joy out 
of Ronaldo and Romano, it 
possibly inspired them. 

No less than four of the six 
goals dispatched past Mark 
Bosnich. the Aston Villa and 
Australia goalkeeper, were 
delightfully brought down 
on the chest and then either 
half-volleyed or allowed to 
hit the turf before being 
swept imperiously into die 
net 

But what was Ronaldo'S 
beef? He was playing his 
75th competitive game of the 
year. Mario ZagalJo. his 
national team coach, had 
prefaced the semrhnal. nev- 
ernfind the final, by suggest¬ 
ing that he might rest him. 
“He’s very tired, stressed.* 
the coach said. “Both in his 
legs and in his head. On the 
field, his thoughts are else¬ 
where. A-Roiialdo like dus^is 
no good to Brazil, above all 
no good to himself." , -g-'- 
An£ ti^2gy^s^ldjam- 
self? *Tline is*tiie oiie thing I 
demt have." Ronaldo said. "I 
thought of asking Santa 
Claus for more of ft. but I ■ 
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know even he cant help the 
here." He means time for fos 
family, time to relax, rime to 

see the world capitals that he. 

visits. He certainly does not 
jartf die ability to create time 
and space in penalty boxes. 

ft is Fife that, shamelessly, 
milks his talent for its prof¬ 
its. Sepp Blatter, the general 
secretary, had the gall to say 

on the eve of tills tournament 

that countries such as Spain 
and England should reduce 
their premier leagues to 16 
dubs—afi the better to allow 
Fifa to impose more tourna¬ 
ments and mare travel on 
the world’s talents. Conse¬ 
quently, of course, the Euro¬ 
pean dubs that pay the 
players’ wages are suffering. 

In Italy on Sunday, 
Intemazionale lost their un¬ 
beaten record this season, 
losing 1-0 to a last-minute 
goal away to Udinese. Inter 
remain top of Serie A. but by 
a reduced margin; they 
lacked a goalscorer. 

And elsewhere, not least at 
Old Trafford last week, 
where Villa's reserve goal¬ 
keeper, Michael Oakes, was - 
beaten through his legs for 
Manchester United'swmner - 
by Ityan Giggs, the folly of - 
Fifa is making the dubs pay. 
dearly. At least in the 
Bemabiu on Sunday. Real 
Madrid deed' out a .win, 
courtesy af-twti goals from 
Davor Suker, and so made 
light of the absence of their 
Brazilian, Roberto Carlos. . 

- Brazfi. by capitalising on a 
tournament where the King’s 
ransom to the winner was 
$1.5 million (about 
£920,000), can b%satd to be 
\yam3&£^n for" die ^pStd 1 * 
Cup. Donofba surprise*? if 
the dubs axe also warming 
up with chums of compensa¬ 
tion for tiiefrbumtFout stare 


a 




Ronaldo, of BratiL has played 75 games this year 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


St Helens pay record 
fee for Sculthorpe 


ST HELENS will today un¬ 
veil Paul Sculthorpe as the 
most expensive forward in 
the British game. They have 
completed a £350,000 deal 
with Warrington for the 20- 
year-old Great Britain play¬ 
er. with David Howes, the 
chief executive, saying: 
“There are just a few loose 
ends to tie up." 

Chris M or ley. Sr Helens’ 
E70.000-rated Wales for¬ 
ward. will move to Warring¬ 
ton as part of the deal, with 
St Helens having to find a 
further £280X100. 

Ellery Hanley, the Great 
Britain toose-forward. was 
previously the most expen¬ 
sive forward, having cost 
Leeds £250,000 when he 
moved from Wigan in 
1991- 

Joey Hayes, the St Helens 
wing, was lined up to join 
Morley in the transfer, but 
failed' to agree terms with 
Warrington. 

The Knows ley Road dub 
are still in profit in closed- 
season transfer activity, hav¬ 
ing received E350.000 from 
Hull for Alan Hunte, Simon 
Booth and Steve Prescott, 
plus a further £50,000 from 


Huddersfield for Danny 
Arnold. 

For Moriey, 24. the older 
brother of Adrian, the Leeds 
and Great Britain bade row 
forward, it will be almost a 
homecoming, for he joined 
St Helens from the Warring¬ 
ton amateur dub. Wools ton. 
six years ago. 

St Helens held off competi¬ 
tion from Wigan to secure 
the prized signature of 
Sculthorpe, who collected 
the last of his eight Great 
Britain caps against Austra¬ 
lia in November. Wigan 
were the first dub to make 
an offer for one of the most 
exciting players in the Brit¬ 
ish game. London, Leeds 
and Bradford were also in¬ 
terested. 

Leeds Rhinos are allowing 
nine squad players to switch 
on loan to Bromley, the 
second division dub. All 
nine — including David and 
Anthony Gibbons, who 
spent last season on loan 
with Keighley Cougars — 
will join the Rhinos’ York¬ 
shire neighbours in time for 
the centenary challenge 
match against Hunslet at 
Headingley on Sunday. 


BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION WEA} 2wt>- 
Und 108 UUH 101 Hasten 99 LA Oooere 
TV. Vancouver S8 Portland 86 
BUDWBSER LEAGUE: London Towr- 97 
Wontwig Bears 63. 3Sharks 76 
Chaser Jets 67- Sa rmny a iT 9: 
Marchers'er Owes 37. 
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_ BOWLS _ 

TH0RNA8Y: Saga I n ac nafcpud Maatene 
Sarra-Hrals G Snao (Thor-tol tt Q Holt 
'■aixkjxxji, '&■». A TTxanson iCypters; 51 
DBr/artrCJwecfonrlsa Thrdniace play¬ 
off- HciroJ &vam 15-12 Rnafc itKrr.*zr3t 
SHpp 15-12 

CRICKET 

First one-day international 

match 

India v Sri Lanka 

GUWAHAT .l.tSJ «cr isssj -~*±A Sea.' Sr 
Lsnfca !jv sew 1 " wefrpts 

SfB LANKA 

51 Ja.Miurrya -i .Jane,a 5 Moran:. ; 

M 5 AiepiOj c Manga b Mcrtmfi_ 3 

R S fAjhar.im.j c Jjdria n Smgn .. © 
P A do 5*s c CixJvjr. a Wctatfy .. 1 
*A Rarvifunga c 5r»jh fc Garvjufy 27 
R 5 ValuwPwara c BahuT\ito fc 5m)- 33 
H D P K Chnma&ena c SahuVr & S-rgh j 
U C3 1 smira :tw ... i 

ft PUJC » 

M MuraW'-Wft o lingfi . . - 

fS K de 5*a uu: 3 

EnfraS r*r. Md . ! •* 

Total (*«&. 45ovars>_172 

fflil OF WICKETS-1-5 2-22 3-33 4-K.5- 
133.frlS2. 7-156.8-161. S-TC7 
BOWLING- Mcharty 9-1-31 ’ SreWH 9^- 
tWJ Chauhan 7-C-akV. Gjrutfy &5-3M • 
BahJfcrM 9-3 33-0; jir-gfi SO-22-5 


INDIA 

S C Gars *-U & Vta= - - . . - 12 
A Jatfs.arjn ow _ . .-7 

rj 5 Serrsr c ATjpanu b Mucairthzran .36 

•S R TerUijB m tu:__62 

W AAnddn nor out - .. — . 28 

Ettas cb i.w 6. nb 1 ). _ ... 8 

Total {3vrfas. 375 ovwr*)_173 

R *N ft btonga. j SrmaSi R K 

Chsufcan Z Mchanr, and S V Bahuuna dal 
rssttal 

FALL O .TICKETS. M6.2-26, 3-94 
BCAVNG Vaas 7-1-19-1. P Ade Sfca 75- 
0-31 -C Muriirarar 7-0-4&-1. Oharrmjsona 
S-CKZ-J-j- Jayaiunya 6-0-29-0- Chandana 3- 

Uar-C»-TJ6S.*L R &ngh find*) 

..Tcves- E f.i_T3£ and Gmdhanm 

Tour match 

South Africa Schools Colts 
v England Uuder-19 

<» 2 RT EjSASeTH ,*• 5 'am Undar -19 mon 
Sss.‘ Under -19 bear South Africa 

iats tySarjrs 


A -unar__ __6 

G 3 Exam:lbP^Jerwr .. .. 47 

-j s Hayawod z da Nctmn b Potarsen 39 
JCPcweflcTsoIrWeDBosSi ... .17 
C?Sc?wfieidreta£- _ .. . _ 35 

P T-VaAatrr® o Soscn ... 0 

*»i ^ ftsar. c b Boat*.9 

J C C*ew» ras« 19 

&cras ’b 4,3> 17. vr 26. nb 2) - •_ 49 

Total SOown)-285 

PALc 'I- VTCKETS-1-46.2-50.3-60. «-'*0 
£-162.6-134. 7 -Z2. B-2Q2.9-2?' 
BCWJW3 Van W* WW- 1 : N 0 am M- 
Ate.4M.Peteraan 19-1-52-3, 
M*s*m 2 - 0 - 10-0 

SOUTH AFRICA SCHOOLS COLTS 
A p" ~ U c rCXT ti Hr/WOOd - 9 

J <5' 1i:cEc-;i - -«i h 3rui« 25 

C c t/ Schtiad . . 26 

... 57 

c r _ -_ .. . 1! 

C •&*£.-c : . . 

*■ ?r<!rxr- cC- j^ - 

♦TTsaiftSfcitAjaeS. . _ ■ 

3 -jn &A _ .' ... 2 

= ...1 

M KfiB.-- TOl ftiL -- S 

seas tj, s>6. w 1C. nan.22 

T«alt»rft».50oml_z37 

F«iiC*WCKeTS 3-14 <-46.344,4-106. 
5-1&4. C-T53. 7-ZOO. 9-2D5 


BOWLING Owe 9-1-55-1: Franks 10-2- 
37m Haywood 7-2-18-1; SchoMd 10-3-. 
27-2 Swarm 7-0-52-0: POwea 7-<M03 
Urpras: E Setvft; and 0 O Ftafly 
BRISSAre Tour match (M day ot fcxa) 
South Afncans 458-9 doc and 220-7 dec (0 
J Cuftnan 83): Austrate A330and 122-1 (M 
J Staler 64 not ou<l 

SHEFFIELD SHS3D [final day of loud: In 
Hobart: Victoria 1809 (tec end 348: 
Teanvu 130and401-3 IDTHBsZCS, J 
Cox 951 In Adalaxte: Sou* AusSaSa 306 
and 168 (G Bobcneon S-37) v New South 
Wales S19 and i&O 

NEW DELHt Women's World Cup: Irute 
81. Souh Africa 80. 

CYCLING 

TIME-TRIALS; FuOadon fthaatera [kvme. 
SceSand. 10 fnt&r 1. C Obrea JunaB) 
19mm *6soc (emni raooroh 2. P Ranree 
[Paailoy RT) 2233 3. A Hay (ima3) 2253 
Taanc Ayr RCC T.14.17. Bafnaebury CC 
fSaaWi Bum. Tyne and Wear. IQ rnHrs}: 1. 
H MdAar <GS ftnroj 22-05: 2 C ftertMT 
ICasoia CQ 2328:3. J VAugh P5S Metro! 
2340 Barter CA (BteXIW. ffirpwiie. >0 
m*»| I. T Baistoed pWtdwrmam cq 
21 10 [event acoftfr 2. C Blrcti lAtanRC) 
2113; 3. P Pk*up (FesaMl RQ 21 24. 
Manchester and Detect TTA (Qenswrti. 
Cheshire. 25 ndes)-1.1 Cooke (JE Jamas 
RT) 56 « 2. K MtenwjAnny riT)»«-. 3. 

T Horton [Hafil® HC3 IfiQw. Te»n: 
ftestmsed Team 38 (laaeS Wra ndar) 
1W2<. 

ROAD RACES: T WJa nh am CC Winter 
Series {HSngdan, 45 tatomnru): 1. J 
Strech® (TunsaB Wheeienj 54 4ft 2. D 
Saur [WsfaijR W hc M nra ); actual 1 P 



Stewtanham (Conrans) antfAtsach (Team 
Ouea) afi same Sma. 






EQUESTRIANISM 



TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
T X unless stted 

DR MARTENS CUP: Second round. 
Ctouttfcm u F«wt 6 «an 
RYMAN LEAGUE; Ft# Mert b ei s Cup: 
Second round BaangttStevKrigjfooep; 
Ifewja Wood t Anw&W, HinptO" v 
U-^oerhsad. Hendon v Si Atean* Amo- 
aefe M em be rs Trophy: Second round: 
Lews v Horsham Third dMsten: Epsom 
and E>mR v Aveley 

AVON INSURANCE COMBBWTIOW: FW 
«riwro: PoateOMd: Udon v-Alaei Ham. 
PONTWS LEAGUE: Cup: Group tour 
Stacfcpot v OmtvfiSd (at Hyde iMted 


fC TO) Groupsbe RahertitmeTranrnara 
P’.OL 

JEWSOH WESSEX LEAGUE: Fn» * 
vieioiE Andteer v AFC Nmbuty. 

PRESS AND JOURNAL HXK«AN0 
LEAGUE: FOrt wo«n v Fans MacfwfcK 
Frasotuoh e Bucfrte Thwta. (B.CQ: 
Lossarooum vHmSy C7 45). 

cm^ SPORT 


ICE HOCKEY: Sup e m e a u K llawtfaefla 
Cobias v ftotsogharn .Panhaa f7.C); 
QradMB Beea v Mancftatear Storm 
E^proae Cupr BaatogMta Boon v 

cwbpM -T: 


SCHOOLS MATCHES: Pretetor Lam* 
Trophy-.-Jnd eMft Hurnberstee ijE 
Hianbersicia O 
N«Jttln^anwt*a ft Hampehira 3 Dotsa2 

Sunday's late ramSte 

ITALIAN LEAGUE: AC MBan 0 Bologns 0 

Laedteg posdtons 

P W O L F A Pn 

tatarwafenata. 13 9 3 1 28 13 30 

Juwnlua- 13 8 5 0 31 11 29 

££!?•--« f-f3 26 22 26 

.— S '! J * » 10 2 s 

r2ST“. 13 6 5 2 24 14 23 

.- J? f ? 4 20 13 21 

13 5 S a 29 18 2D 

Wtoi-- 13 5 5 3 17 12 20 

Sanpao rta.„.. 13 5 4 4 22 ZS IB 

ftSZS*'— 3 * 2 8 17 25 

sSJ-—- Si-? 7 17 & M 

anpoe- ....... 13 4 1 a 19 26- 13 - 

IT"** 0 ^ 

Sooaded ft Rad Madrid 2 BcpnO11 

IfAGUB Harrfeynj SV 0 Hansa 

Fteal. «*>- 

on 0 PBfc ™ fra * 0 P” 3 

2L5?' v *« ten on superior ouarafl 


■ tEAG UE: VMaz SarefieW 4 

gw^yEsBrirra 1: Namrs OU Boys 1 

~ HOCKEY 

WDOBttfflNSIBt MMands indner a*. 

P^ynerKhateaBa^jd 


Tjiars»pte;Z Souportft. 3, Harbome 3; 4. 
Khatea 3 (Barford Tlgera and Slouport 
ggtyfafpnrib una ry rounds olEHAkutocr 

LARKHtLL: West Indoor'cute ctwnp- 
tonhto: SernMnote: West WRia 5 Iscaft 
Royal ARDeiy 2 Bah Buccaneers 2 (Bah 
won 2-1 on pane).. FJnefc leca 6 Bath 
Bu c c a n ee rs .3 (tecs and Bath quaHv lor 
preftninary rouxl of EHA Indoor Oub). 
ALOB4HAM SCHOOL: East Super Indoor 
League: Hnal po eM on a : i. ou 

Cnenwtonl 11,4. Duraon Engbieenrig to-, 
5. Bfrwhar ta 4; 8, SpaMng 4; 7. Ipaw4g> i 
MBfS SCOTTISH NATIONAL INDOOR 
LEAGUE: Fkat dhfefen: MenztesMs 
Wanderers 7MffBStanr>2 MM 7; Qranoe 9 
Invwteith 5: Cfadesdale 9 Gcntanians j- 
Wenderora 8 W&5: M1M 4 ModesHfl 
® Hvscfcflh 1 Ctydesdate S; Garoomms 5 
Granges - 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAflLCftHJ.Buflalo 2 Naw 

Yoric Rangers 0: Sm Jose 4 AnahM^£^ 
StP08J£AGU& Ayr Seettsh Eaqles a 
Brachnal ‘Beee'-flc CarrM SSfc .7 

. 5^nct»*»rStarm.i:Newcani6Cot»as2 

ShoffieWSt0Qtere4. 

P W D L F a Pis 

• Manchester.... IT 9■ S 3 73 53 22 

Aw-15 9. 5 1 6a 4i 21 

fwtSngherriIT ^9 5 2 59 49 an 
Sheffield W 8 # Z (J? sq ig 

CardW-14.7 5 2 4s 43 {7 

Bracbwt- 16 7. 8 1 48 63 ie 

BaringsW»^_l5 4 8 3 47 m ro 
Newcastle —1.17 3 14 0 36 74 7 

REALTENHIS 

LORtra: World m* first efcimator J 
&wCG$be«CBrayfGS)5-a. 

■ SAILING 

Wtrefl»D ROUND THE Wo«D 
■ TWXi Thrd lag; Fiwnartle to Sydr»/ 
gtet pOwtions; 1, EF Language roSi 
w»hed at MaBGMTr" ' SW8> 

P*^i4;44:3.Choseie 

lJU TaaSS^ 

OSpStSKSSS°Sry. 

BrunaetmergyBO. - ^ 9 - 
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increasing dominance and looks likely overall winner 
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more than a match in tight finish 


By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

NEVER before have so many boats 
finished a Whitbread Round the 
World Rape leg in such a tight order 
as last night when Paul Cayard. cm 
EF Language, fed a charge .for the 
line offtbeSydneyOpera. House to 
win his second leg -in three starts 
and confirm his increasing domi¬ 
nance ixfthis race. 

After an agonisingly dose nine- 
day contest from Fremantle, the first 
five bools finished the 2J2S O-mOe 
course--in the space of just ten 
minutest Swedish Match, the sec¬ 
ond feg winner skippered by Gun- 
nar Kranfz, who was overtaken by 
Cayard within a few miles of the 
finish, was second, five minutes 
behind the Swedish boat Then 
came George Collins an Chessie 
Rating a minute later. Grant Dal¬ 
ton 6t\ Merit Cup a further two 
minutes bade and Knur Frosted on 
Innovation Kvaemer after another 
two minutes. 

While Cayard was able to cele¬ 
brate a' potentially race-winning 
lead. Great Britain's Lawrie Smith 
and his young crew on SUk Cut 
were coming to tennis with what 
appears to be a mortal blow to their 
hopes of taking overall honours, or 
even a plaioe in die top three. 

Going into die last 12 hours of the 
leg. Smith was third as the yachts 
roared tip die New South Wales 
coast, driven by a strong south¬ 
westerly breeze. According to Smith, 
they blew a"spinnaker and also' 
picked a course too close to the 
shore, finding themselves slipping 
backihrough the fleet 

if they, had finished third, the Silk 
Cut team would have been fourth 
overall in' Sydney and just 40 points ’ 
behind Cayard.. But the points 
system, which has given Smith ? 
comfort 6a- his two fourth places, 
dealt the Lyznmgton-based skipper - 
a cruel haind. Finishing the leg in 
seventh position, 26 minutes behind 
Cayard, has dropped him to sixth 
overall, ~a full 98 points behind die 
Californian. 

"1 suppose I am more upset than 
Grant (Dalton{," a deflated Smith 
said. “If was a very dose leg and „ 
Silk Cut, Toshiba and Chessie in. 
the north were looking very good at 
times. We got into third place and 
were a.lime bit uhhicty.that the 
wind rame in from behind. In the 
last 100 miles we screwed up, 
breaking a sail, and we were too 
dose inshore. When the boats are 



EF Language sails into Sydney harbour to give Paul Cayard, the skipper, his second win in three legs after a thrillin g race in which only ten minutes separated five boats 


dose and you are a little off die pace, 
you come seventh, not third." Given 
the pre-race form guide, it is hard to 
believe that Smith is already so. far 
down die pack after just a third of 
the nine legs. It must be particularly 
galling for him that Cayard, in a. 
boat Smith prepared before he 
abandoned Team EF, is now sweep¬ 
ing all before him. 

. Cayard, meanwhile, was delight¬ 
ed to emerge again at the front after 


a difficult leg when he and his 
navigator. Mark Rudiger, were 
rarefy out of the top three. “It's a 
nice spot to be in hare, one-third of 
the way through," he said. “I think 
the guys are doing real good. We’re 
all really into the short-term, interv- 
sity-type sailing and it was a good 
leg for that" 

Cayard added that he believes his 
boat is a good performer in a variety 
of conditions and had benefited 


from Smith’s input “He picked it" 
Cayard noted. 

Dalton arrived relieved not to be 
in Smith’s shoes but realistic about 
his chances in the remainder of the 
race: The Auckland-based skipper 
has become convinced that his boat 
is slow by about 0i3knots in moder¬ 
ate upwind conditions and is begin¬ 
ning to think he chose the wrong 
hull of the two designed for him by 
Bruce Farr. 


Dalton is now fourth overall. 74 
points behind Cayard. but admits 
catching him will be difficult “I’ve 
always felt we'd get the measure of 
Kvaemer and Swedish Match, but 
beating EF Language is going be 
hard," he said. 

Dalton is impressed by the overall 
standard in this small, high-quality 
fleet “The girls [EF Education] are 
sailing really well. If they were in 
the last race they would have won it 


on this form." he said. Among other 
disapppennted skippers will have 
been Britain’s Paul Standbridge, 
seventh overall in Toshiba, who had 
his crew well up in the running for 
much of the leg, wily to see it ail go 
wrong towards the end, again partly 
as a result of blowing a spinnaker 
and getting too dose to the shore on 
the run up the coast 

Standings, page 36 
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Smith out 
of world 
title race 

' BY Craig Lord 

4 MICHELLE SMITH, the tri- 
* pie Olympic champion, has 
withdrawn from the world 
championships in Perth. Aus¬ 
tralia, next month because she 
has not recovered completely 
from a> whiplash injury sus¬ 
tained in a . car crash last 
October. r 

Smith, J28L whose-spectacu¬ 
lar improvemen t at a late 
stage in: a long career made 
her -the incst controversial 
figure of the 1996' Olympic 
Gahies in Atianta, said yester¬ 
day that the accident, in 
County Cariow an Hallowe’en 
night, had ruined her 
jfe. preparation. 

y The decision to miss the 
world championships, from 
January 8 to IS, was taken 
after a disappointing perfar- 
make in Bordeaux. France, 
tastweekend. 

Smith, who now competes 
under her married name of De 
Bntiti, said toe decision had 
been, “pure heartache” for her. 
“Since Atlanta, these champi¬ 
onships (Perth) have been my 
main focus—but theinjnries I 
received at the end of October 
have put paid to dial dream " 
she mid. “My training has 
been severely curtailed since 
then and this weekend's tour¬ 
nament in Bordeaux made it 
dear how badly that has 
affected me.” 

Smith won the.200 metres 
and 400 metres medley and 
400 metres freestyle in Atlanta 
^ and was third in the 200 
“ metres butterfly. In Bordeaux 
last weekend, she swam the 
200 mores medley in 2min 
26sec, about l3sec slower than 
her OfympKHwixining time. 

There have been serious 
doubts about Smiths ability to 
repeat her Atlanta achieve¬ 
ments - after poor perfor¬ 
mance at die European 
ch ampio nships in Spain in 
August. 

Wu Yanyan and Chen Yan, 
of C hina, fast month brok e toe 
200 metres and 400 metres 
medley records, respec- 

dvefy swimming 4sec a nd 5sec 
faster than Smith's best efforts 
in Atlanta. Having taken 
17sec off her best time for the 
400 metres medley in fiftjj* 
more than two seasons. Smith 

would be bard pressed to find 

mueftroore. . . 

to Hmrever. Smith obviously 
has no thoughts of retiring. 
She confirmed yesterday her 
intention to defaid her Olym¬ 
pic files in Sydney in 2000. 


. . . RUGBY UNION: LEADING CLUBS HAMSTRUNG BY LACK OF SPECTATOR CAPACITY AT TRADmONAL HOMES 

Enhanced facilities vital to secure Bath’s future 

David Hands, rugby correspondent, says there is big money 
to be made in Europe but most British sides are handicapped 


THE contrast could not have 
been more stark: 27,000 
Frenchmen crammed the 
Stade de Toulouse on Sunday 
to watch the local dub battle 
.with Brive for a place in toe 
Heineken Cup final whereas. 
24 hours earlier,. 8^00 had 
beCnshoehomed into toe Bath 
Recreation Ground — many 
. of them with an indifferent 
view — to watch Bath's semi¬ 
final with Pau.~ 

There is a tournament of 
immense potential waiting to 
be unleashed within Euro¬ 
pean rugby but only in France 
are they uniformly equipped 
to cope with it The municipal 
stadiums common to French 
towns, which host a wide 
. range of sports, make most of 
toe grounds where rugby is 
aoxanmodaled in England 
look, threadbare. 

Only Leicester, and those 
dubs i which have done a deal 
with football dubs, stand 
comparison and the situation 
in the other three home 
unions is even worse. 

Rugby, within a very limit¬ 
ed parameter, has die capab¬ 
ility of producing crowds 
which would go a long way 


towards making a profession¬ 
al game sustainable. But very 
few of toe dubs concerned 
have the necessary number of 
seats available. 

Bath’s situation is particu¬ 
larly poignant More than any 
other dub they have dominat¬ 
ed the English scene, but at a 
venue which they are not 
allowed to develop beyond its 
present capacity, and this in a 
season where they play in the 
European final for toe first 
time. 

Tbny Swift, toe former Eng¬ 
land wing who is now their 
chief executive, paints a grim 
picture of what could happen 
if Bath are not allowed to 
grow. He perceives four op¬ 


tions: development of the 
Recreation Ground, which 
would affect the playing of 
cricket hockey, lacrosse, cro¬ 
quet and tennis; development 
of an alternative stadium 
within the city; removal to a 
rite outside Bath; or decline to 
third or fourth-division status. 

Yet this is a situation with 
which Bath have wrestled for 
years, and are still no nearer a 
solution. “We can’t afford to 
wait another five or six years, 
toe game is moving forward 
too quickly for that" Swift 
said. “The thing that nags at 
me is not knowing where we 
are going, because it means 
we cant manage effectively. 
My job is to look at the 



Swift: fears for future 

commercial viability of the 
dub and to tell die sharehold¬ 
ers, in particular Andrew 
Brownsword. toe owner, 
where we stand. But 1 dent 
know whether, in the next few 
years, I’m looking at improve- 


Operation rules Loader out for season 


CHRISTIAN LOADER, toe Swansea and 
Wales prop, is to have a neck operation this 
week that will rule him out for the rest of toe 
season. Loader, 24 and capped 19 times, was 
injured playing against New Zealand last 
mouth. He also had to return home early from 
the tour of North America last summer, but 
there is no long-term threat to his career. 

Brian Johnson, the Newbury wing, has toe 
chance to dmch a permanent move to 


Kingsholm on Saturday when he plays For 
Gloucester against Richmond in the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership. Johnson. 25, toe Army 
captain, is on loan to the chib, who want to sign 
him an a full-time basis. 

He replaces the injured Raphael Saint-Andre 
against Richmond. Philippe Saint-Andre is 
afro out with a thigh injury sustained while 
leading France against South Africa, but Dave 
Sims returns to the Gloucester second row. 


i Gloucester second row. 


ments to toe Rec. moving 
outside the dty or what. If we 
knew we had a future at a 
decent stadium in Bath, we 
would be able to get on with 
development schemes in 
schools and toe community as 
a whole which, at present, we 
can’t" 

It is impossible to quantify 
what Bath’s success has 
meant to trade in toe dty over 
the past 15 years, but it runs to 
millions of pounds a year, if 
toe money spent by visitors, 
the free advertising, and 
branding is taken into ac¬ 
count Much of that has to do 
with toe Rec*s city-centre loca¬ 
tion but for all toe improve¬ 
ments made over the last five 
years, the ground remains 
quaint by comparison with 
the facilities of leading French 
dubs. 

“The reason I'm raising the 
issue now is not as some form 
of blackmail but because we 
do need to find an answer,” 
Swift said. “We need to sit 
down with the council and 
find out where we stand.” 

There has been discussion 
of development on derelict 
ground wrthin toe dty. which 
would be a costly exercise, or 
the removal to a football 
stadium — toe nearest being 
in Bristol or Swindon. 

“Every bone in my body 


would react against taking 
this dub away from the dty of 
Bath," Swift said. “But ulti¬ 
mately the dub employs a lot 
of people. 80 or 90 players, 
roadies and administrative 
staff, and I have to protect 
their position." 

It is of considerable con¬ 
cern, also, that toe dub has to 
price as high as it does to come 
anywhere near viability, in 
the knowledge that spectators 
will not always get value for 
money. Those spectators have 
been remarkably loyal. In¬ 
deed, many made toe trip to 
Brive in October to see Bath 
beaten 29-12. not knowing that 
the two dubs would meet 
again in Bordeaux on January 
31 to contest the final. 

It will be to Bath’s advan¬ 
tage that they have already 
beaten Brive in their home 
pool game, by 27-25, so they 
know them to be fallible but 
equally they wiU have ad¬ 
mired die huge effort the men 
of toe Correze made to draw 
Sunday's semi-final in extra 
time and so bear Toulouse on 
tries scored — in a stadium 
which will, next year, be able 
to hold 36,000. 

□ Saracens are hoping that 
both Paul Wallace and Phi¬ 
lippe Sella wifl be fit to play 
Leicester at Vicarage Road on 
Bcadng Day. 


CRICKET: FORMER SPINNER PROMOTED AT THE OVAL AS ENGLAND SELECTOR MOVES NORTH IN COACHING ROLE 


Durham sign Gooch 
as batting adviser 


Medlycott takes over 
Surrey first-team role 


Tendulkar turns the 
tables on Sri Lanka 


By Our Sports Staff 


By Simon Wilde 


By Our Sports Staff 


GRAHAM GOOCH has 
joined Durham as a consuF 
ran t and baiting coach for next 
season. Gooch, manager of 
tiie England A team toat starts 
a three-month tour of Kenya 
and Sri Lanka in January, will 
join the county lor pre-season 

training in early April. 

“Helping Durham to devel- 
op its team and local talent to 
be more successful fits in with 
toe aim of improving the 
England team," the England 
selector and former captain 
said. "The success achieved at 
Essex was based on good 
youth development policies- 
and I am sure that is the way 
forward for Durham." 

David -Boon, tiie Durham 
ra ntafn. praised Gcorii’s ap- 
pdflunent *The dub and 
team wfll benefit from Gra¬ 
ham'S input" he safo “It is 
excellent that the club has 


* been able to secure his services 
on a regular basis." 

England Under-19 secured 
toe fira victory of their tour by 
beating South African Schools 
Colts by 28 runs in a one-day 
.game at Zwide yesterday. 
Graeme Swann scored 47, 
including four axes in one 
over from the off-spinner, 
Kevin Petersen, in England's 
265 for nine. 

Sw ann was later cm the 
receiving end of some fierce 
hitting by Dumisa MakaJima. 
who struck him over mid¬ 
wicket for six four times in the 
■ fortieth over. 

India defeated South Africa 
by five wickets in Patna yester¬ 
day to set up a meeting unto 
Australia in toe semi-finals of 
tiie women’s World Cup. The 
host nation bonded South 
Africa out for and readied 
their target in 28 overs. 


SURREY announced yester¬ 
day that Keith Medlycott, 
their second X] roach, vdfl 
take charge of first-team 
affairs next season in succes¬ 
sion to David Gilbert, who left 
three months ago to become 
director of coaching at Sussex. 

Medlycott, one of several 
recent spinners whose careers 
foundered at the Oval has 
been appointed for three 
years on a full-time basis, 
which means that he will not 
go back to Northern Trans¬ 
vaal the team he coaches in 
the winter, once he returns to 
England in late March. 

Surrey quickly thought 
again after Allan Border, the 
former Australia captain, 
turned down toe dub because 
of other commitments, includ¬ 
ing coaching the Australia 
Under-19 team in the Youth 
World Cup next month.- 


Vic Dodds, chairman of 
Surrey’s cricket committee, 
said yesterday: "Keith has 
had a good grounding for the 
job. He is Surrey through and 
through. Several of our boys 
made it dear that Keith was 
the man they wanted. Adam 
Hollioake [toe captain] al¬ 
ways thought Keith was toe 
right man for the job. The 
main problem was persuad¬ 
ing him to give up his good 
lifestyle in South Africa.” 

Medlycott, 32, toured toe 
Caribbean with England 
eight years ago. His career 
came to a premature and 
embarrassing end. though, 
when he was afflicted by one 
Of the worst known cases of 
fte “yips" and witoin J8 
months had played his last 
first-team march. Last sum¬ 
mer he led Surrey to the 
second XI one-day trophy. 


INDIA, still smarting from 
losing their three games in the 
Champions’ Trophy in Shar¬ 
jah this month, answered their 
critics yesterday by comfort¬ 
ably accounting for Sri Lanka, 
the World Cup holders, in the 
first of a three-match one-day 
international series. 

Sachin Tendulkar, toe cap¬ 
tain. stroked a delightful $2 
nor out off S6 balls as India 
easily overhauled Sri Lanka’s 
modest total of 172 for nine. 
India won by seven wickets, 
reaching their target off only 
37.5 overs in a match reduced 
to 45 overs a side after morn¬ 
ing fog in Guwahati. India. 

Tendulkar, who put on 68 
for the third wicket with 
Nayjor Sidhu. scored his 
1.000th run in oneday inter¬ 
nationals for toe season. How¬ 
ever, Robin Singh, the all- 
rounder, was named man of 


toe match after taking five for 
22, the best figures of his 
career. “Recently we’ve not 
had a good time," Tendulkar 
said. “It’S very important that 
we get support and that we 
stick together as a team." 

Aijuna Ranatunga, the Sri 
Lanka captain, said: “We 
played very badly —- we didn’t 
bat well and we didn't bowl or 
field wdL“ 

India had made six changes 
from Sharjah, with Anil 
KumWe. toe spinner, and the 
batsman Rahul Dravid 
among those omitted. 

Debasish Mohanty, a medi¬ 
um-pace bowler, dismissed 
Sanato Jayasuriya. Marvan 
Ampattu and Aravjnda de 
Silva as Sri Lanka struggled to 
30 for three after bong sent in. 
Only a defiant 68 by Roshan 
Mahanama enabled them to 
reach a reasonable total. 


EQUESTRIANISM 

Charles 
rules 
as Dolly 
takes up 
challenge 

By Jenny MacAkikur ■ 

PETER CHARLES, of Ire¬ 
land. the former European 
champion, brought toe final 
afternoon of the Olympia 
championships to a stirring 
conclusion yesterday when he 
and his French-bred mare, 
Dolly, won toe Eurosporr 
Christmas Hamper after a 
breathtaking round against 
the dock. 

Charles, who adopted Irish 
nationality in 1902 after being 
raid he had no chance of 
making Britain’s Olympic 
team, admitted he could not 
have gone any faster round 
the ten-fence course. “I 
watched Ludger jBeerbaum] 
and decided he had won 
enough this week.” he said. 

Beerbaum, the European 
champion, who relegated 
Charles to second place in toe 
Volvo World Cup qualifier on 
Saturday, had the disadvan¬ 
tage of going first on this 
occasion. His time of 4427sec 
was beaten by Rodrigo Pbssoa. 
of Brazil, in 43-52sec on Loro 
Piana Wanda, and then by 
Britain's Di Lampard on 
Flaminka in 43.18sec. 

Charles, one of the last to 
ride, was giving Dolly — a 
horse more usually associated 
with grands prix and Nations 
cups— her first real test in this 
type of speed class. “Olympia 
is her last show for two 
months, so 1 knew she could 
have a good rest afterwards,” 
he said. 

The versatile mare respond¬ 
ed with a gloriously uninhibit¬ 
ed display of jumping, turning 
to the last fence with barely a 
stride before take-off, to finish 
in 4L98sec. ”1 asked her all the 
questions and she came up 
with all toe answers," Charles 
said, “but 1 wouldn't drop her 
down to this level too often — 
she’s too good a horse." 

While toe British selectors 
rue a lost talent the Hamp¬ 
shire-based Charles said he 
had “not the slightest regret” 
about his defection to Ireland. 
Now the mainstay of the Irish 
team, he has one of the most 
envied strings in toe sport 

In addition to Dolly, it 
indudes seven-year-olds Nus- 
tria. whose display of jumping 
in the Volvo World Cup was 
one of the highlights of the 
week, and Camavelly. who 
was third in the Paris Grand 
Prix last month; TAime, aged 
9. the winner of more than 
£80.000 this yean and La Lna. 
the 1995 European champion, 
who has recovered from a leg 
injury sustained last summer. 
“I wouldn’t swap any of 
them." Charles said. 

Earlier, Britain’s Rob 



Beerbaum: disadvantage 

Hoekstra gained his first suc¬ 
cess at Olympia when he and 
Lionel, his American-bred for¬ 
mer racehorse, were joint win¬ 
ners of the Christmas Eve Six 
Bar with Willi Mdliger, of 
Switzerland, on Do min a. 
Boto riders were clear in toe 
fifth and final round when toe 
last fence stood at 6ft 4in. 

Melliger. toe Olympic silver 
medal-winner on CaJvaro, 
had never tested Domina over 
this height The German-bred 
mare, aged 9, has had two 
foals and has only been 
showjumping for two years. 
But Domina has courage, as 
she showed on Sunday when 
she finished joint third in the 
Vink Christmas Masters, and 
yesterday, when the mare, the 
first to go in the final round, 
soared effortlessly over toe 
four fences. 

The Dutch-bom Hoekstra, 
who is based at Speldhurst in 
Kent, had intended to run 
Lionel in the Grand Prix 
yesterday, but, as the horse is 
not fast against toe dock, 
derided he would have more 
chance in the Six Bar. “He's a 
versatile horse with plenty of 
scope, but he jumps best when 
going slowly,” he said. 

That was soon evident 
Hoekstra had the partisan 
Olympia crowd gasping in 
disbeGef as he approached the 
huge line of fenoes at no more 
than a hand canto 1 . But Lio¬ 
nel, who jumped seven foot in 
the puissance events in Ma¬ 
drid and Biarritz this year, 
skimmed down toe line, clear¬ 
ing toe last with inches id 
spare, to loud applause. 
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AMERICAN F OOTBALL: RUNNING BACK’S RECORD ENDS FAIRYTALE OF NEW YORK 

Sandersseals play-off place 


THE TIMES TUESDAYDECEMBER£i^ ^ 


Oliver Hoit enjoys 
the c ountdown 
as final weekend 
throws up a 
thrilling duel 

AMERICAN sport has made 
a fine art of saving the best for 

Iasi. From buzzer-beaters in 
the final lew frantic seconds of 
the deciding game of basket¬ 
ball's NBA finals to a home 
run in the final inning of the 
World Series in baseball, it 
has all been done. On Sunday, 
gridiron came up with the 
goods, too, when the last 
weekend of the regular season 
duly produced its most dra¬ 
matic game so far. 

The Detroit Lions and the 
New York Jets were playing 
for high stakes at the Pontiac 
Silverdome. A place in the 
play-offs for either team 
hinged on the result and 
sentimentalists everywhere 
were willing on the fairytale 
ending and hoping that the 
Jets could complete one of the 
most spectacular transitions 
ever seen in the space of 12 
months by making it to the 
post-season. 

In the end, though, it was a 
different kind of fairytale that 
came true in Michigan. This 
was a home-town story, 
another mark in those sport¬ 
ing history books in which 
American statisticians are so 
fond of scribbling, a record 
whose worth transcends the 
weekly craze for establishing 
new targets of excellence in the 
National Football League 
(NFL). 

Barry Sanders, the Detroit 
running back, had started the 
game needing 131 rushing 
yards to become only the third 
player in the history oF the 
sport to run for 2.000 yards in 
a regular season. 

Only O.J. Simpson, who 
did it for the Buffalo Bills in 
1973. and Eric Dickerson, of 
rhe Los Angeles Rams, who set 
rhe record in 1984. had 
achieved it in the past 

The Jets, who won only one 
of their 16 games last season 
and were the laughing stock of 
the league before their new 
coach, Bill Parcells. brought 
about such a startling change, 
went into an early 10-0 lead 
and with Sanders stuck on 
only 23 yards late in the third 
quarter, it seemed it was going 
to be New York's day. 

But then Sanders, who is 
sure to be one of the leading 
candidates for the NFL Most 
Valuable Player award, broke 
free for a 47-yard run and 
scored with a 15-yard touch¬ 
down scramble a couple of 
plays later. 

He broke the 2.000-yard 
barrier with an unspectacular 
two-yard run up the middle 
with just two minutes of tire 
game to go and his team 
hanging on to the 13-10 advan¬ 
tage that was to be the final 
score. “It’s hard to explain 



Sanders, the Lions running back, becomes only the third man to break the ZOOO-yand barrier in the regular season 


what it means to me," Sanders 
said. "There’s gratification, 
satisfaction, and not just for 
me but for everybody. 

“Pm just lucky I’m the one 
carrying the ball with some 
great guys blocking for me. It 
is a great achievement for all 
of us and now we just have to 


do what we can in the play¬ 
offs." 

The victory, though, was 
marred for the lions by a 
fourth-quarter head injury to 
their linebacker, Reggie 
Brown, who was left lying on 
the field unconscious after a 
jarring collision during a tack- 


NFL DETAILS 


RESULTS: Cwi ovub 16 Balbmoie 14. 
Tampa Bay 31 Ctveago 15; Mnnesaa 39 
lndt*vipc4K 28. Kansas C4v 2i Hew 
Ortoans 13: New Yak G«Hs 20 Dallas 7. 
WaAnnqion 35 PMadeipru 32: Tennessee 
16 Pfflsfturgh 6. ArEoru 29 AUaXa 26 
Jacksonville' 20 Oakland 9 Detroit 13 New 
York 10; Denver- 38 San Dego 3. 
Searde 38 San Francisco 9 

Not including last rows much. Miami v 
New&rgland 

* dtvoon title T play-on place 
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Eastern division 
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10 

0 

237 

327 

Bettmcre 

. 6 

9 

1 

3i6 

345 

St Louis . 

5 

11 

0 

299 

259 


le. “I think everybody would 
give up the game and the 
2,000 yards if we could have 
Reggie healthy." Jeff Har¬ 
dings, a Detroit offensive line¬ 
man said. 

The Dons’ victory squeezed 
them into the first round of the 
play-offs where they will meet 
die Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 
Florida next Sunday. The Buc¬ 
caneers, one of the surprise 
teams of the season, clinched 
their place in the sun with a 
31-15 win-over the Chicago 
Bears that .salvaged-a season , 
that seemed to be turning sour 
after a marvellous start. 

The Jets’ loss handed wild¬ 
card places to tire Miami 
Dolphins and the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots, who played each 
other late last night at the 
former Joe Robbie Stadium 
and will meet again in the 
play-offs next Sunday. Last 
night's victors will have 
secured home-field advantage 
for next weekend's meeting. 

' The strongest teams in both 
the National and American 
Football Conferences, the 


SNOW REPORTS 


Green Bay Packers and die 
Kansas City Chiefs respective¬ 
ly. both won convincingly- For 
die Packers, their victory over 
the Bills was not enough to 
wrest home-field advantage 
throughout the play-offs from 
the San Francisco 49ers in the 
NFC. The way the 49ers have 
been playing recently, though 
— they lost 38-9 to the Seattle 
Seahawks on Sunday night — 
the honour may pass to Green 
Bay sooner rather than later 
anyway.-- . . 

The Chiefs’ wa^jover the 
New Orleans Saints at least 
ensured they would play all 
their past-season matches at 
Arrowhead Stadium and 
despite the encouraging late- 
season form of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, they will be the 
favourites to join the Packers 
in the Super Bowl in San 
Diego on January 25. 

The match between the 
lions and the Jets, Barry 
Sanders and all. will take 
some beating but the NFL is 
bound to try. 


ICE HOCKEY 



His wonderful me 


James Stewart—Last of tbe Good Guys 

BBC2.635pm 

To coincide with the current season of his films on 
BBC and the cinema's rerelease of the much-loved 
It’s a Wonderful Life, a profile of the man himself. 
Legend has it that Stewart once asked a doctorto 
inject something into his vocal cords to. make his 
famousthroatydrawl even diroaner for that great 
Senate score m Mr Smith Goes to Washington. 
“But I never believed it," says George C Scott. one 
of many Hollywood luminaries paying tribute.' .It 
.he wasn’t actor enough to do thatwnat the hell was 
he doing after 80 pictures?" Jimmy Stewart diedI m 
July, aged 89. and this documentary, shot m bis 
home town of Indiana, highlights the diversity of 
his rotes from western hero to psychopath to Mr 
Nice Guy. Trips are interlaced with the memories 
of co-stars, directors, and members of Stewarts 
own family. 

The Pale Horse 

nv t 9jQ0pm 

Oh good. An Agatha Christie for Christinas. Not 
too much violence, a plot to challenge the little grey 
cells and— thankfully with this one —no.rouno- 



Saxophonist Sidney Bechef (BBCZ 1135pm) 

■:_ i— \x/a aic n learn that this absurdly rich 

‘rcdemarte.we also long-term 


of trendiness (it's set in the Swinging Sixties) this is 
neither fish nor fowL An amateur production of 
Macbeth sets the scene for a distinctly ^odd story 
about murder by auto-suggestion. Or so it would 
appear to the plucky hero {Colin Buchanan) who is -. 
trying to clear himself of the alleged murder of a 
priest. Said priest was carrying a list of names who 
were all about to face death... a coven of witches 
(Jean Marsh, Ruth Madoc and Maggie Sheviin) 
would seem to have much to answer for... 

Secret Lives: Versace, the King of Excess 
Channel 4,930pm •. 

What, when all is said and.done in this exodc 
profile of the great designer, is so sorer? We are 
still no nearer to learning the true identity, of 
Gianni Versace's murderer in Miami last July. 
Sane note dial the FBI never followed upone 
classic due the two bullets to the back of the head 
and the dead bird found near the body. are. Mafia 


royally, halfrode 'n' roll”. 

Treat i* fientfc Sidney Bechef 

BBCZ 1125pm 

The arts strand riffs into a bar-aide of g**^**^* 
Christinas with a profile of the 

clarinettist and saxophonist Sidney Baihet-Whoi 
Bechet died in 1959 more than 
attended his funeral m Juan-les-Pms. Yctaione 
time bis reputation, along with those of ofo* 1 rjpcai 
pioneers of the New Orleans era, had faded almost 
fom sight. When Woody Allen - no man nd 
man himself - used Bechet’s music {with hts 
innovative soprano sax) on the soundtrack of his 
film Stardust Memories a new generation; 
discovered Bechet Allen is among those whoi pay 
tribute in this terrific celebration of Bechet s birth 
— 100 years ago in the red light district of New 
Orleans. Other musicians included Wynton 
Marsalis. Humphrey Lyttelton and Claude Liner , 
with contributions from Bechet’s mistress, 
Jacqueline, and their son. Elizabeth Cowley 


RADIO CHOICE 


Food for Thought 
Radio 5live, 8£Opm 

One of the things I miss about no longer attending 
football grounds on a regular basis is die 
gloriously appalling food available at half-time. 
There is something deeply suspect about dubs that 
call in. gastronomic geniuses to revise their fast 
food menus, for surely half the point of attending a 
football match is to sip hot BovrO and munch 


. than the football) were my tavounte ana mey turn 
up in this anthology of football ground food, in 
which Fergus Sweeney also samples Arbroath 
kippers ana Bluenose burgers. There are rumours 
that after making the programme Sweeney will 
spend Christmas wearing a "nil by mouth" sign. 


640am CMs Moytes 940 Simon Mayo 1240 Jo Whfey 
340pm Dave Pearce 6.15 Nembeat 640 John Peel's 
Seasonal Selection 1040 Mary Ame Hobb3 Live afthe Zodiac 
140am Charte Jordan 440 Cive Warren 


6.00am Alar Lester 740 Wake Up to Wogan 940 Ken Bruce 
1140 Jtrrmy Young 140pm Debbie Throw 340 The Goon- 
Shaw (0 340 Richard Aflinson 545 John Durr 740 Attract 
SSgoe's Classlea Gas 840Nigel Ogden 940 The ProNMton 
Years 940 RabU Lionel Btae's "Chatzmas" 1040 Bob Hants 
1245am Patrick Lunt 340 Katrina 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


640on The BreaJdasl Proj a mme with Pater Aten and 
Charlotte Smith 840 Gary Robertson 1240 Mdday with Mair 
240pm Ruscoe on five 440 Nafiorwide with Jufian Worricker 
740 News Extra with David McNeil740 Muscular Prose. Me*. 
Coteman meets writers inspired by tootbal (r) 340 Food lor 
Thoujfrt. See Chofca 1040NowsTa* 11.00 News Extra 1140 
Tales at the Turt. Richard Griffiths reports on the ®e and times 
of Pnnca MonoUu fr) 1240 Attar Hows 2.00am Up AB N£it 
wfth Rhod Sharp 5.00 Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


540am Jemmy dark 7M Chris Evans 1040 (FM) Robin 
Banks (MW) Graham Dene 1.00pm <FM) Nick Abbot (MW) 
Nicky Home 440 Made Forrest 740 (FM) Paul Coyle (MW) 
Caimln Jones 10.00 Lynn Persons 240am Richard Porter 


TALK RADIO 


64oam Paul Ross aid Carol McGtfSn 940 Sooti Chisholm 
1240 Lorraine Kefly 240pm Tommy Boyd 440 Peter Deatay 
740 Anna Raeburn 940 Steve Hamilton 140am Andy WW 


P e r for ma nce on 3: Paris. City of Light 
Radio 3,7.45pm 

I take the chance of recommending this live concert 
because it promises to be an interesting evocation 
of Phris. albeit that it evokes Paris only after a long 
and unsuccessful battle with those who control the 
Radio 3 budget: therefore the evening evokes Paris 
but comes from Edinburgh. The Queen's Hall, to 
be precise, and the music harks bade to Paris in the 
1920s. Tonight the highlights indude out-and-out 
cabaret numbers by Poulenc and Kurt Weill, plus 
the work of two of the more distinguished 
Americans who were in Paris at the time. Cole 
Porter and George Gershwin. The performers are 
die singers Kim Criswell and Donald Maxwell, the 
pianist/conductor Wyn Davies, and die Chamber. 
Ensemble. Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


6.00am Nawsday640 Europe Today 740 News 7.15 Off the 
Sheri: O'Brien’s Rrsi Christmas 740 Options 8.00 News 8.10 
Pause tar Thought 8.15 Concert HaV 940 News: News in 
German (648 only) 945 Worid Business Report 9.15 Artyfads 
940 Literature Flier The Mil on the Hess 945Sports Roundup 
moo Newsdesk 1040 On Scree) 1140 Newsdes* 1140 
CivSzafion 1240 News 1245pm Worid Business Report ’ 

12.15 Britain Today 1240 Heath Matters 1245 Sports 
Roundup 140 Newahour 240 News 245 Outlook 240 
Multitrack Hit Uat340 New News in German (648 orty) 345 
Sports Roundup 3.15 Westway340 The Greenfield Collection 
4.00 News 4.15 Waveguide 440 The World Today; News bi 
German (648 ontyT4A6 Britain Today540Europe Today 540 
World . Business Report 645 Sports Roundup 640 Newsdesk 
840 One Planet; News in Goman (648 only} 740 News 741 
Outlook745 epwotar 7toug[*74QMegamijriOOjtovshMr 
940 News 946 Worid Busfriess Report 9.15 Britain Today 
940 Meridan Live 1040 Newsdesk 1040 The World Today 
10.45 Sports Roundup 1140 News 1146 Outlook 1140 
Magantix1240 Newsdesk1240am TheFanhtog World 1245 . 
Brian. Today 140 Newsdesk 140 Discovery 2.00 Newsday - 
240 Meriden Live 340 News 345'Worid Business Report . 

3.15 SportB Roundup 340 One Planet 440 Newsdesk 440 *\ 
Europe Today 5;00 Newsday 540 Eirope Today 


CLASSIC FM 


6.00am Alan Mam News and trawl reports. pUs Morning 
March and Breddast Baroque 940 Henry KeOy. Indudes 
carols by the choir ot New Cottage. (Mord. Bus The Ctessta 
Masterpiece, the hall of Rama Hour and and a recipe tor Mian 
speed turkey. 140 pm Listener Request Hour with Jane Jones 
240 Concerto. Bgar (Caflo Concerto in £ minor) 340 Jamie 
Crick 640 NewsnigW 7.00 Smoc4h Classics at Seven with 
.John Brunning 840 Everting. Concert. Handel (Messiah). 
Performed by tommy WBa/ns; treble, Barbara Schick and 
Saodrine Ptau, s opranos, Andreas Scholl, alto, Merit Padmore, 
tenor, Nathan Borg, bass, Las Arts Ftadssants. under William 
Christie.1040 Michael Mappin Includes at 11 45 Nocturne 
2Q0em Concerto { 1 } 340 Mark Gtiflths 
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The quintessential 
speciality ale. 
A perfect combination 
of smoothness and 
strength, with a subtle 
blend of flavours. 



speckled! 
. SEN* J 


A most 

(gratifying jfl 

Ale. JH 




Brewei by Morland of 
Afangrkm. EstVf. 1711. 


Depth 
(cm) 
L U 


Conditions Runs to 
Pisfe Of tip resort 


Weather 
(5pm) Last 
°C snow 


ANDORRA 

Sokteu 

AUSTRIA 

Krfcbuhel 

Mayrhofen 


35 75 good crusty good faa 1 21/12 

(Generally good skr/ng -,rch most lets open) 

0 75 hard heavy worn cloud 2 22/12 

(Fresh snow fcirt quite wo’ and heavy) 

0 75 good heavy closed doud 4 22/12 

(Shew in good shape or. teth rrcunfans aPme 1.600m) 


FRANCE 
AJpe d'Hues 


60 140 good varied good fine -1 20*12 

(Very skiing in ail areas except Auris) 

70 85 good powder good sun -3 21/12 

(Great sfcShg and ensw above 1,800m) 

25 40 fair poor art sun -3 20/12 

(Rocks poking through on most pstes snow needed) 

50 145 good varied good sun -4 21/12 

(Soft powder snow on marry pistes) 


30 200 good powder good 

(Sece'-'etf stang on a*i pistes! 

85 140 good powder good 

(Excellent sksng on ready as runs? 


fine 0 21/12 

fine -4 21/12 


SWITZERLAND 

MCinen 60 


Miinen 6i3 80 good pcv.de r good sun 0 22/12 

(Near perfect conditions at the moment) 

Source Ski Oub of Great Eritart L - tower slopes; U - upper: art • artificial 

: V;. 

Answers from page 3i 
AMPELOPSIS 

W A genus of dimbiog plants allied to tbevine. (With small initial) a 
plant of tins genus, as one of die various species of Virginia creepe r. 

From the Greek ampelos a vise * opsis ap pe ar a n ce. Compton 
Mackenzie. Sinister Street. »M: The tea-tray gothic of BallioL and 
Trinity with its monkipal ampdopsis." 

FARTLEK 

to A method of training for middle- and long-distance running, in 
which the athlete runs over country, mixing fast wfth slow work. 
From the Swedish fart speed * lek play. “The essence of a successful 
fartkk session is enjoyment in hard hoi varying work." 

COP8USH 

(c} A Ja m a ican name for severe] plants of the mistletoe family. 
Lorantbaceae. “But what interests me most ill this place is a 
flourishing ,\f isselroe. or God-bash, as the negroes calf |L” 

B1DON 

(c) A container for liquids. Spctiffcally. a wooden cup, a bottle or 
anteen for wafer or wine, or an oil drum or petrol tin. Hence 
btaonvtUe, a shantytown built of oil drums or pttrol tins. “Get the 
car filled up. Adcie left me two bidons for e mer ge n cies." 

SOLUTION TO WINN ING CHESS MOVE 

I BF6f and mate with 2 RdS- and 3 RhScan on!v be prevented at ruinous 
material cost. 


Storm feel 
the heat 
from Devils 

By Norman de Mesquita 

MANCHESTER Storm will 
go into the new year top of the 
Superleague, but only just. 
Beaten 7-1 by Cardiff Devils on 
Sunday, they have won only 
four of their past nine league 
games and the fine form they 
showed in their European 
League run is but a memory. 

After a goalless first period, 
the Devils took a 2-0 lead in 
the second and scored a third 
goal in the first minute of the 
final session. The Storm's only 
goal came a minute later but it 
was Cardiff all the way from 
then on with four goals in 11 
minutes, the last three while 
Manchester players were in 
the penalty box. 

Ayr Scottish Eagles are the 
form team and are unbeaten 
in their past seven league and 
cup outings. A three-goal first 
period was the foundation for 
a 6-0 defeat of Bracknell Bees, 
with Rob Dopson saving all 
25 shots that came his way fix’ 
his first shut-out of the season. 
Mark Mon tana ri was the 
Eagles’ attacking inspiration, 
assisting on four goals- 

The win took the Eagles into 
second place, a point behind 
the Storm, with two games in 
hand. Nottingham Panthers 
are a point further back in 
third. 

Newcastle Cobras continue 
to languish in last place and 
completed another miserable 
weekend, beaten 4-2 by Shef¬ 
field S teeters, their third 
successive home defeat. The 
Cobras lost their. first five 
league games, all away from 
home; they were expected to 
improve once they returned 
home, but that has not been 
the case. 


640am On Air, wftti Stephanie Hughes. Indudes 
Barber (Vtaln Concerto); Sibeiws (Kardia Sufte); 
Poulenc JOumiB Motets pour Ja Tamps de Noefl; 
Dvotek (Slavonic Dances): Tavener (The Lamb) 

940 Morning CoBecrtton, wXfi Peter Hobday. Donizetti 
(Slnfoma in G minor tor solo wind instruments); 
PurceS (Welcome to Ail the Pleasures); Schubert 
impromptu n F minor); Strauss (Death and 
Transfiguration) 

1040 Musical Encounters, utih Nicola Haywood 
Thomas, includes Rubbra (Dorm! Jesu); Mozart 
[Symphony No 39 in E fiat); John Peterson 
[Rlruals in Transfigured Time, first broadcast); 

Bartok (Concerto for Orchestra); Gurney (I WS Go 
w3h my Father A-Ploughing): Beethoven (Piano 
QuinWinEBa!) 

1240 Co mp o s t* ot tho Week: British Light Music 
140pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert. PWip 
Dukes, viols, Sophia Rahman, piano. Schumann 
(Adagio and ADegro in Aflat): Stravinsky (Elegy lor 
solo viola): Shostakovich (Viola Sonata) (ii 
12S Nursery Notions: Utile Jack Homer. With 
readings from David Holt and music from Tun 
Laycock and George Weignand (2/5) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras. BBC PhBiatmorto. under 
Van Pascal Torteta - . wth Artur Pizarro. prana 
Stravtosky (Suite The Frebird, 1919 vaston): Grieg 
(Piano Concerto in A minor): Stoefius (Syrmhcrry 
No 1); Rimsky-Korsakov (Suite Christmas Eve) . . 
4.00 Voices— My Kind of Song: Victoria Wood. The 
stager and comedian teQs Ian Burnside about her 
favourite songs and stagers (r) 


545am (LW) Shipping Forecast 640 News Briefing 
6.10 Farming Today 645 Prayer tor the Day 640 
Todav 8AS The Nation's Pavourfte Poems 8J58 
Weather 

940 News 9.05 Call Jeremy Harris 
1040 (FM) News; And Here’s the Tope to Prove H. 
The naturalist Nick Baker encounters the pink-toed 
tarantulas and man-eating piranhas of the 
Amazon (4/4) 

1040 (LW) News; DeBy Service 
10.15 (LW) On This Day. wtth Geoffrey Wheeler 
1040 Woman’s Hour, tatroduoad by Jerrnt Murray 
1140 Medicine Now, with Geoft Watts 
12.00 News; Yoa and Yours, with John White 
1245pm Random Edition. Stories from the British Gaz¬ 
ette and Sunday Master of March 179 
1245 Weather 

1.00 Tho Worid at One, with Alax BrcxSe 
140 The Archers (r) 145 Shipping Forecast 
240 New s; Thirty Minute T heatre: Christmas 
Shopping, by Max HiSman. The stiory ot an 
unGkoiy romance between two stressed-aut 
shoppers 

240 Literary Houses: Abbotsford, lain Burnside 
visits S* Water Scott* s house in the Scottish 
Borders (2/4) 

340 Ne w s; The Afternoon Shift, with Daire Brehan 
440 News 44$ Kaleidoscope. Paul Vaughan reviews 

More Grimm Tates staged at the Young Vic in 
London and previews me best programmes 01 
raefo and ttfevtslon over Christmas and New Year 

AAS Short Story: The Happy Prince, by Oscar W3de 


445 Turns ol the Century; Kenneth Wffiams (2/4) (r) 
540 In Repertory. The Times opera critic Rodney 
MJJnes ia>cs to Wffiard White about Gershwins 
Porgy and Bess (2/5) (r) 

640 Schubert Soogboak. Gordon Stewart looks at 
Schubert songs from the singer's point of view 
and Investigates what others thought of him (r) 
6.15 In Country Churches. Adrian Jack visits St 
James's in Great Packtagton, Warwickshire (i/5) 
740 Beethoven: (Siring Quartet In E flat) performed by 
the Herrachel Quartet Christoph and Markus 
HenscheL violins, Monika Henschel. viola. Mathias 
Beyer, cello 

7AS Per f ormance on 3: Paris, Cfty of Ught See 
Choice. Live from the Queen's Hall. Ecflnburgh 
Krim Criswell, Soprano, Donald Maxwell, bamone 
Gerald Martin Moore, piano, Chamber Ensemble' 
under Wyn Davies, piano. Satie Ue te Veux: La 
Diva de L ’Empire): Poulenc (Le Bai Masque)' Weill 
(Three Parisian Songs) 845 Brilliant Creatures 
8A5 Concert part two. Ppjtenc (Chansons 
■ GaBardes; Sonata far ctermet and bassoon) 

940 Postscript Christmas Day (2/5) fr] 

9A5 The BBC Orchestras. BBC Philharmonic, under 
- Van Rascal Tortelier, with Craig Ogden, guitar 
Milhaud (Le Boeuf but le Toil); Rodrigo (Conciartn 
. de Aranjuez); Bizet (Suite Caring) ' , ^ Qnc,grto 
1045 TheSheflsc Show. A new aeries in whtch Jeremv 
Nicholas celebrates the age of 7B rpm records V 

1140 Composer of the Week: Prokofiev (ri 
1240am Jazz Notes, with Dfgby Fairweatiier 
140 Through the Night, with Donald MacLeod 


640 PM, with dare EngBsh and Chris Lowe 5 J 50 

640 sssaaaa MBW-,Br 


AM -- 

l -00 New*745'Hie Archers 

74) Toy Stories. Jeremy Hardy Investigates the 

p«P«ttlor the mom hedittorSl^IrSW, 

040 SetomeNow. A look at the latest setentifk: 

develop merits and discoveries with Peter Fu-, / 
840 The Network. In the last of the ssrie^JfKJ 1 
and qtteste contemplate the lechnotogfoThW 

H^we work and play h the 2 ^ 825 ^ 

940 to Touck Preserted by Peter White 

Angus Madnne? (2/10) (n ana read b> 

^ 1 »W Mtdfummvo. Tlife WGBk's Mofitc »■u A 

«» a ssvaggissaSiS 


FREQUQICYGUIDE.RADI01.FM97.6-09.8.RADIO2.FMaa.tMQ5 RAnin^. n,™,™ ~~- 
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stars appeared out of the North West 


4 


T here must be a generation of 
young people growing up 
believing that Liverpool is 
most famous not for the Beatles 
but for the Addphi hotel, its bossy 
manageress arid its foul-mouthed, 
vegetarian-hating coc* (or cewk as 
we must call him}. So to show that 
they have a cute sense of irony, the 
producers of Hotel (BBC1) mar¬ 
ried these two great Liverpudlian 
icons last night by giving us a 
glimpse' of foe annual Beatles 
convention that takes over foe 
Addphi far one weekend a year. 

- .It was dearly foe producers’ 
little joke to end their stay at the 
Addphi with lookaiike McCart¬ 
neys and Lennons singing verses 
such as: Jf there/s anything that 
you vstht/Jf there’s anything I can ■ 
do/Just coil on me, and /*// send it. 
along/With love from me to you. - 
The juxtaposition erf this muse ; 
fl oating -through a hotel which — 
at least from what we have seen — 
treats its guests the way a dog 


treats a lamppost, was dearly 
meant to be ironic. Wasn’t it? It felt 
like foe televisual equivalent of 
Magritte's surrealist painting of a 
pipe under which are written foe 
words “Ced n'est pas une piper. 

Of course, foe Addphi will give 
you anything you want, as long as 
>rt hot polite service, a vegetarian 
meal or foe benefit of the doubt 

R unnin g a hotel is a mili tary 
operation, but the Addjfoi has 
gone one step further and >Wi < H 
to treat its guests like the enemy. 

“He5 just a nuisance.” said the 
im-taJangrnojsonsense^&mzi-ton 
lady at reception to the- tefeviskm 
cameras, after we had wit nessed a' 
guest asking if he might be moved 
to a more congenial room. No. he 
couldn’t, she told him bluntly.. 

One problem with Hotel is that 
it has dote what it set out to do 
pretty wdL Lookat its ratings: The 
trouble is that its success will now. 
entice other; programme-makers to . 
seek out their awn “docu-soap” 


subjects; and there are only so 
■ many of these we can stomach. 
And there are only so many “TV 
stars” that can be manufactured 
overnight from programmes 
about driving schools and hotels. 

S earching far a promo to 
punctuate its Christmas 
broadcasts, the BBC has 
doctored a version of its brilliant 
Perfect Day musical collage, add- 
ing a wintry park backdrop and 
snowoovered trees. Next month 
well see a promo in which the 
Dalai' Lama , hums foe World. 
Service tune. UUibuilem ... 

■ Buz it can only be a matter of 
time before foe “stars" that tefc- 
visaon channels choose to plug 
their promos will be people sum as 
foe Add phi’s general manager.- 
Eileen Downey, or travel reps in 
Spain, or Dover port officials, or 
other “docu-soap” faces: it’s quite 
probable that, with more titan 
eight minion viewers tuning in to 



Joe 

Joseph 


Hotel. Downey and Smith are 
more recognisable to many view¬ 
ers than tiie Dalai Lama. 

-They have certainly become 
stare in their own small way. Brian 
BirchaD — the Addphi's banquet¬ 
ing manager whose weekly shout¬ 
ing match with the chef David 
Smith was beginning to look as 
staged as a wrestling bout — says 
he is accosted cm the streets of 
Liverpool by well-meaning pass¬ 


ers-by with the phrase “Just cewk, 
wOl yal” — a command he hurled 
at chef a few weeks ago. At the end 
of last night's programme, as we 
were being brought up to dale on 
what has happened to the “play¬ 
ers" since the cameras stopped 

rolling, we learnt that Christine, 
the receptionist, finally had her 
baby and that hard-working Brian 
has been promoted to deputy 
manager. What this means for his 
pay packet I don't know. But 
presumably it guarantees him 
above-the-title billing if a second 
series does go ahead. 

Instead of trying to make stars 
out of learner drivers. Stella Street 
(BBC2) has approached lake celeb¬ 
rity hum a different angle and 
created a surreal street in Surbi¬ 
ton, inhabited by seme of Holly¬ 
wood's biggest names. Midtael 
Caine. Jade Nicholson. Joe Peso. 
Al Pacino worries about the price 
of chicken fillets at Asda. David 
Bowie lives at No 2, Dirk Bogarde 


at No 56. Mick Jagger and Keith 
Richard run the comer shop, with 
Mick always worrying if the cling 
peaches have passed their sell-by 
Hsrtp oh yes. Jimmy Hill's there. 
And Mrs Huggea. deaning lady to 
the stars. It is hard to tell whether 
this ten-part, ten-minute suburban 
soap will prove to be an historic 
gem or whether it will turn out to 
have shorter le^ than a cobra, but 
I am veering towards the historic 
television gem. It's all so delicious¬ 
ly preposterous. 

O bviously, it's hard to get 
Hollywood stars to act in 
Brookside or Eastenders. 
so Caine. Nicholson, et al. are 
played here fay impressionists Phil 
Cornwell and John Sessions, and 
directed by Peter Richardson: a 
case of “Celui-d n’est pas Michael 
Caine”. It’s fake, but no more fake 
than making stars out of real-life 
hotel receptionists. 

Cornwell's Caine is pure Alfie. 


After seeing Jade Nicholson run 
indoors with yet another blonde, 
Caine looks into the camera and 
says: “Duly little monkey, inne! 
He’s like a rat up a drainpipe. Still, 
he makes a nice apple crumble." 
Later, spotting Joe Pesd digging a 
large, grave-size hole in his back 
garden. Caine inquires: “Oi. Joe. 
Waichoo got there? Is that a bitta 
mulch?" When Pesd answers: 
"What the **Ts mulch?”. Michael 
explains, in a neighbourly way: 
“Mulch is something that you put 
underneath to bed in your roses 
and other "ardy plants ." 

Pesd gets angry very, very 
quickly during games of Monopo¬ 
ly. when his neighbours refuse to 
let him build whorehouses instead 
of hotels on Vine Street. “He has a 
tendency towards psychotic vio¬ 
lence." stammers Jimmy Hill. 
“And. you know, that scares me. 1 
must say." Frankly, anything that 
wipes the smile off Jimmy Hill's 
face gets my vote. 


i d.-. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (55743) 

7X0 BBC Breakfast News (T) (50101) 

9.00 Thsfs Ente rtai nment Part II (1976, trtm) 
Fred Aetata and Gene KeSy Introduce a 
compiaHon of MGM musical and 
comedy h$h[fghts fT) (31588) 

11.00 A Christmas Story (1963) Family 

M comedy fotowing -a young boy as he 
grows up in -suburban Indiana in the 
1940s. Peter Bflfirgstey stars (32859) 

1Z30poT Calah rity Ready. Steady, Cook 
- fia sf fiTcfars -Wendy Richard and Todd 
Carty loin chefs Ainstey Harriott and Tony 
-Tobhfoflj (20385) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (60588) 

1.30 Regional New* (17017526) 

IjIO TIM Weather Show (86911385) 

1.45 Neighbours'(T) (72330859) 
ZOSPetroce* 0(8586526) 

330 VMs In Practice (r} (T) (8453) 

3l30 Ptaydays (7374694) 3J»0 Arthur 

(7354830)4.10Tb Me. to You (3989410) 
4.35 The Mask (2256120) 5JJ0 
Newsfound (T) (8789435) 5.10 AquBa. 
Last In series (T).{8963743) 

5^35 Neighbours (f)(1) (100255) 

6.00 News (T) and weather (694) 
830Regidoa}News(946) 

7.00 Holiday JUBando’foflows in the wake of 

Qu^^SplorBS the niftrriOrests and 
.■coral reals of BeSre; Sophie ADstone 
reports from theTurkish port of Marmarts; 

' Rom KaDyvUB wt unusual themepark In 

HotoKt and John HoWsworth tites a ? 

- bargafri break in Vienna (T) (5052) 

7 jQ A Question of Sport Sports quiz chaired 
... by Sue Barker (T) (830) 

830 EssfEndera Tiffany falls out with Aunt Sal 
’-(TM1472) 

8 JQ Airport A behind-the-scenes look at 
Heathrow during the hectic Christma s 
period following harassed staff as they 
• -• trytotocete a missing plane, cope with 
uncooperative passengers and rescue. ■ 
two'furry erasures who are in the wrong 
place at the wrong time (T) (8697) 

9.00 Newt (tj'and weather (9859) 
tLaoCteer'anf Present Danger (1994) 
Harrison Rad reprises his rote as farmer 
OA analyst Jack Ryan. Ryan gets 
temlrnd in the Colombian drugs trade 
white trying fa track down terrorists. 
Teep On a b te far murdering a prominent 
senior. Based on the novel by Tom 
Ctency, ateo storing WIRem Dafoe. 
'.-■pirBCtBd by Phffip Noyce (88409304) 
1145Befto Mkflen Diva Las Vegas The 
.sirgirfa superstar takes cerdre stage at 
' "Ihe.’MQM Grand, Las Vegas (7B68S9) 

■ WALES: 11.45 FAW Invitational Cup. 
HghfigMs of Leagued Wales Newtown v 
Carcfiff City and Conwy Unted v Bangor 
•• :CKy (836168) 1Z20ein Bette Wdler. Diva 
-'Lae Vegas (5829618) 1^0 FILM: Dream 
-•- Low (745927) 3M News (90235786) 
&35 BBC News 24 .... 
1.15am Dream Lover (1986) ThrBler, wte 
Krtety Mc^fichot. Ben Masters, Gayle 
Humfautt end Paul Shenar. Directed by 
.. AbnJ. Pakula (775908) 

2JS Weather (3103163) 

3A0BBCN«re24 
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• WinPliM i and Bm VMao PiuaCod— 
The nanbas next to each TV programme 
■tengmUkteo PtusCoete'" number*. w*ilch 
yflwr.you to progr am me your video reoonter 
teriailh with « WieoPlua+’“ hsndaet Tap In 
■» Vkteo PtusCode tor theprooranvne you 
ehh to record. VMeopluH- ft. Pluscode l) 
and Video Programmer ere trademarks at 
Gerndgr Development Ud. 


7.1Sam T elet ubfe l ee (r) (2037894) 7AO 
Secret Life of Toy* (r) (4192679) 7.55 
Yakky Duck (r) (6813762) 8.15 Blue Peter 
(r) (I) (9786965) 8^40 Harry and the 
Hendersons (i) (6834168) 9.10 Jormy 
Quest (r) (4708323) 9^0 Sweet Vatey 
High (r ) 0914410) 9Jffi Pfagu (r) 
(7675781) 10J» Tetetubbies (45781) 
ICLSOTha Last Unicom (1982) Animated 
[fantasy featuring a host of star names 
.(84149) 

12J» Gypsy Colt (1954) with Donna Corcoran, 
pare Ward Bond and Patrick McGoohan. A 
tMia youngsters heartbroken by her parents' 
decision to seB her horse. Directed by 
Andrew Marfan (7573014) 

1.10pm Hreman Sam (33511304) 1.20 Goft 
Champions Challenge (2046033) 2.10 
WBdBte Showcase (64274743) 2-40 
. News i45 Call My Bluff (328033) 3.15 
Close-Up on James Stewart (7124149) 
- 3J25 News 330 Showjumping (50743) 
4^0 The Philadelphia Story (1940. h Ml 
DtoWl Sophisticated romance comedy with 
□lull Katharine Hepburn, Cary Grant and 
J James Stewart Directed by George 
Cukor (T) (42549743) 

6^0 Close-Up on Jrones Stewart (569410) 



^Atributetoa star(&35pra) . 

•terms Stewart Tbs Lsstof" 
the Good Guys Tribute to the 
artwwho died In July. With contributions 
from Janet Leigh, David Lynch and Frank 
Capra Jr (0(630878) 

730 University Challenge The last-ever 
Mastermind ctwrnpon and three finalists 
' take on reigning University Chattonge 
champions, Magdalen Coliege. Oxford 
(T)(472) 

8JX) A Christmas mckans Mr Chops the 
Dwarf(9014) 

8^0 Food and Drink Turkey leftovers, hot 
buttered rum and mulled wine (T) (8149) 
9JM> Brazen Hussies Comedy drama about a 
resourceM landlady who teams up with a 
long-lost school pal and sets out to 
breathe new fife into her jfiing pub. With 
Jufle Waters, Robert Unctoy, Crissy 
Rock and Jmmy Tarbuck (r) (1830) 

HL30 News nig ht (T) (448507) 

11.15Ste8a Street The fives, Iras and laundry 
of the famous stars Hiring In leafy Surbiton 
• (0 (9852S7) 

11.25H^H Treat it Gentle: Sidney 
Boehot Tribute to the 
legenday saxophonist, featuring 
COTtrtxjtJons trom frtenrte, famBy and 
• contemporaries including h« protigti 
Bob WBber, Humphrey Lyttelton and 
Woody ABerr (403694) 

12.15am Fete Ketty-s Blues (1955) Musical 
agmilsetinthB 1920s directed by and starring. 
lUaSl Jack Webb, with Janet Leigh. EDa 
. Fitzgerald. Lee Marvfri and P^gy Lae 
(865434) 

A Great Day In Kartom (0 (D (7751616) 
2JSO Weather (3102434) 


&00am GlfTV (2323168) 

9J2S Treasure Seekers (2/4) (r) (T) (1826965) 
935 News (T) and weather (7679507) 

10-05 Tiny Toon Christmas (7689120) 

1035 The Story Lady (1991) with Jessica 
Tandy and Stephanie ZlmbalisL When a 
widow decides lb produce her own 
cbidren’s story tetevision programme, 
she Is unpiepered for its popuisrtty. 
Directed by Larry EJfcann (T) (19304033) 
1220pm Rag tonal News (9060588) 

1230 News (T) and weather (5967410) 

1235 SOver Bears (1978) Comedy adventure 

m with Michael Caine as a financial genius 
who ie sent from Las Vegas to supervise 
Mafia money ala Swiss bank. Directed by 
Ivan Passer (T) (18757526) 

3.00 News (T) and weather (7115120) 

335 Regional News (5961912) 

3.10 Movie Magic: The Final Frontier The 
world of 6pace films (1029830} 

435 No GreMer Love (199^) DaveOe Steel's 

m period dr a ma about a woman who loses 
her parents and fiance on the 7tenicand 
is Jsft to cope with the running of a 
newspaper business. Directed by 
Richard Heftron (T) (78503743) 

5L40 News (T) and weather (343033) 

630 The Making of Hercules (r) (187830) 
6l25 Regional Weather (50126^ 

630 Regional News (994) 

730 Emmsrdale Kim has other plans when 
Steve wants to be her white knight, but 
when she returns home she finds Janes 
is missing (T) (5385) 

830 Briwi Conley's Crazy Christmas Music 
and humour from the versatile comic. 
With guest stars Eternal (T) (4033) 



Jean Marsh and Ruth Madoc (9.00pm) 


9301 


5M Agatha Christie's The Pale 

Horae Ocdn Buchanan and 
Jayne Ashbourne star in this murder- 
mystery about a young sculptor's quest 
to find the killer of a priest Also with Jean 
Marsh. Ruth Madoc, Michael Byme and 
Hermtone Norris (T) (7120) 

11.15 Regionel News (880633) 

11J25A Sense of Christinas Fotowing the 
pupils of Edinburgh's Royal Bfind School 
as they prepare for Christmas (T) 
(966588) 

1225am Running Mates (1992) with Diane 

M Keaton and Ed Haris. A children’s author 
is unprepared for the media irtimsion that 
ensues when she becomes engaged to a 
presidential candidate. Directed by 
Michael Lindsay-Hogg (601163) 

2.05 Planet Mirth (3554095) 

235 Dance *97 (5111434) 

335 Rockmanta (1515827) 

435 Football Extra presented by Gabriel 
Clarice (1908811) 

530 Tatespln (6152637) 

535 News (6155724) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 
630pm 24 Hours (762) 

630-730 Contra! News (994} 

235am Funny Business (8554095) 

235 ColBns and Maeortie's Movie Chib 
(5356207) 

335 FBm: OoM You Are Awful (1972) 
starring Dick Emery, Rcnald Fraser and 
Derren Nesbitt. A comedy about a 
. crook's efforts to discover the 
combination of a Swiss bank account, the 
number of which Is tattooed on the 
backsides of tour women. Directed by 
Cfift Owen (676279) 

430ITV Sport Classics (91025182) 

435 Football Extra (1919927) 


JBrfcSi ICOWlRY 




As hfTV West except 
1230pm-1230 mumlnattoiis (9060588) 
6.00-730 Wertcountry Lhre (23472) 


As HTV West except 
6.00 Meridian Tonight (762) 
630-730 Ambulance! (994) 




As HTV West except: 

539-5.40 AngQa Air Watch (821762) 

630 Out to Lunch with Brim Tumor. The 
chef visits Stamford for a traditional 
Christmas celebration (762) 

636 AngBa Weather (501269) 

630-730 AngBa News (994) 

11.14 AngBa Afr Watch (255149) 




Starts: 6.00am Sesa m e Street (71781) 

730 The Babysitters’ Club (9187946) 

73S Two Stupid Dogs (B485410) 

630 The Big Breakfast (37762) 

1030 Zig and Zag*s Big Morning (8802507) 

1031 Happy Days (3540269) 

1035 The Secret World of Alex Mark 
(1338946) 

1135 Moesha (8441304) 

1130 The Monkees (6762) 

1230 Eerie, tnefiana (19781) 

1230pm Rlckl Lake (46323) 

1.00 Slot Mefthrin (50121762) 

1.15 Tomos YTanc (50126217) 

130 Frances Bisseti's West Country 
Christmas (5744830) 

2.05 Fane Miracle on 34th Street (698089) 
330 Freeh Pop (8837033) 

4.00 Christmas TV Dinners (255) 

430 United Testes of America (439) 

5.00 5 Pump: Uned 5 (5864656) 

530 CrefyddauY Byd Wedi Eu 
Hankndddb: Bywyd Gwrw Nanafc 
(341675) 

630 Newydiflon (550762) 

6.10 Heno (927656) 

730 Brodyr Bach DoUg (579615) 

735 Gwahoddiad (924526) 

845 Newydkflon (575946) 

9.00 Y Palmant Aur (2439) 

1030 Brookside (747120) 

1035 Friends at Christmas (912507) 

1135 Frasier (266255) 

1235am Don't Forget Your Toothbrush 
(6471279) 

1.05 The Strike (1642453) 


CHANNEL 4 


630am Sesame Street (71781) 730 The 
Babysitters' Club (r) (87255) 730 Two 
Stupid Dogs (r) (66762) 830 The Big 
Breakfast (37762) 

10.00 Zlg and Zag** Big Morning (8802507) 
1031 Happy Days (r) (3540269) 1035 
The Secret World of Alex Mack (r) 
(1338946) 1135 Moesha (r) (8441304) 
1130 The Monkees (6782) 1230 Eerie. 
Indiana (r) (1) (19781) 

1230pm Light Lunch (r) (T) (49149) 

130 Frimces Kssefl’s Wast Country 
Christmas Turkey with afi the trimmings 
(2/3) (T) (5744830) 

2.05 Miracle on 34th Street (1947, Ww) with 
lErfrnuid Gwenn and Maureot O’Hara. 

I The original classic Christma s fantasy. 
Directed by George Seaton (T) (698089) 
330 The Pink Panther (2703323) 

435 The Robe (1953) with Richard Button as 

M a Roman centurion put in charge of the 
execution of Christ. Directed by Henry 
Koster (T) (72713410) 

630The Best of Collectora’ Lot Highlights 
from The series (I) (656) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (1) (8762) 

730Ved Mehta on Blindness The author on 
how he became blind as a result of 
meninges al the agB of three, and how he 
stOI manages to include visual 
descriptions in his books (r) (T) (168) 
830 Nigel Sheer's Reel Christmas Dinner 
The emphasis is on ease and speed of 
preparation (T) (7410) 

B30 Brookside WH Lindsey be able to get 
Barry out of her system? (T) (3217) 

930Friends at Christmas: The One With 
Phoebe’s Dad Phoebe learns the truth 
about her father (r) (T) (5897) 



Designer GfannI Versace (930pm) 


930 


Secret Lives: Versace How 
did a shy, gay young man 
from a small town in southern Italy rise to 
worldwide fame? (T) (49588) 

1030 Friends at Christmas: The One Where 
Rachel Quits Rachel wonders if she'll 
ever get another job after quitting Central 
Perk (i) (T) (727526) 

1135 Jo Brand Bums Ri4>ber She goes 
rallying (T) (974507) 

1235am Low at First Bite (1979) with George 
Hamilton as a vampire evicted from his 
Transylvanian home who travels to New 
York. With Susan Saint James. Directed 
by Stan Dragoti (346724) 

130 Demon ( 1 ) (7396076) 

235 Dinner at Eight (1933, b/w) with Jean 
agara Harlow, Wallace Berry and John 
alUfl Barrymore. New York society comedy 
classic directed by George Cukor 
(271328) 

4.05 Reckless (1935, b/w) with Jean HarkM 
as a Broadway entertainer who is wooed 
by a wealthy sotiaffle. Directed by Victor 
Fleming (575637) 

535 Dumb and Dumber (6153366) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra SateDite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder wfll 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are ptefare: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 


630am 5 News Early (4021255) 

730WIdeWorid: Fragile Planet The tropical 
forests of Central America and their 
plants and animals (6/10) (8255994) 
830 HavakazDO (r) (1504061) 830 

Adventures of the Bush Patrol (r) 
(2954502) 9.00 Espresso (7865507) 
1030 Natural Natives: Hopping Mad (r) 
fT) (4220946) 1030 Period Rooms (r) 
(8554746) 

1130 Leeza (3149168) 1130 Double Espresso 
(90705439) 1230 The Bold and (he 
Beautiful (4859138) 1230pm Family 
Affairs (r) (1321304) 

130 5 News Update (68663694) 

135 Sunset Beach (T) (4914526) 

230 5*8 Company (3119304) 

330 The Christmas Box (1995) with Richard 

M Thomas, Maureen O'Hara and Annette 
OToole. An overworked father teams the 
true meaning of Christmas. Directed by 
Marcus Cole (9301120) 

530 5*s Company Lota Extra (56668101) 
530 WMWe Quiz (4587168) 

630100 Per Cent Quiz (4577781) 

630 Family Affairs Jack sells some ot his 
possessions In order to buy Maria a 
Christmas present (T) (4568033) 

730 Exclusive (5936946) 

730Wildlife SOS Special Volunteers at the 
Wildlife Aid Sanctuary In Surrey come to 
the aid of wild animals In distress (T) 
(4564217) 



Paul and Stacey Young (630pm) 


8.00 Vanessa’s Day With Paul and Stacey 
Young, the singer and his model wile (T) 
(5945694) 

8305 News (5924101) 

9.00 With Harmful Intent (1993) with Joan 
Van Ark, Christopher North and Rick 
Springfield. The parents ol a young boy 
turn to a farmer policeman for help when 
they suspect thal their son has bean 
targeted by a stalker. Directed by Richard 
Friedman (32352052) 

1030 The Jack Docherty Show A compilation 
of Atof the Jack Docheny Show(1 462694) 
1135 Prisoner. Cell Block H (9490033) 
1230am Uve and Dangerous Including 130 
Motorsport and action from the Latin 
American Leagues aj 3.45(64054569) 
435The Streets of San Francisco Starring 
Michael Douglas and Karl Malden fT) 
(5656569) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (7813144) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 




• for further _ 
Saturdays V£ao» 
SKYf 


f 


ffjwi UtaavGoy (2BS149) &0D Hotel 
ESKIMO AWterWoiM (17410) 11 JO 
22£p(Our Urn 03668) 12.00 Oprah 
Geratto (83014) 
g°0 Safr Jamy Raphael (€0014) 100 
(86878) AM Oprah WWray 
ti^kOOStaiTrak: Voyagw (2507) 100 
ggg Tewi {8058} ISO Married «3h 

7jOD The Sbrpa° ra (3230} 
7.30 Raanv (5823) fLOD Rescue Paramed- 
J^W^L^Coppara ft«l ) BJX) 
“PJ @4471) moo The ExHaortSnary 
2S5* Sw Twic vofBQK GsastH 
2J2Show «*h Dwicf Lecwman 
flWfl tMaai hi *0 Heal x* iha Mghf 


Xante KM Part 0 (1886) (22166) 100 
Legends of tea M (1085) (41795052) 
IMS Mooay TrsJn (1806) (41910323) 
1255 m Black Soofploic Gnaind Zero 
(1906) (454502) 2.10 Sine of M anoo 
(1906) (B79t44)SL45Viamplroalri Vianloo 

naes) [740689)520 Job artbeKtogdow 

eMha Bm (1972) (B908Q57) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

SJIOpm Santa CWaa: Tho Marin (19M 
(9518323] BJJO Batteries Not kidudad 
(1987) (4768690) 8J» Orate Balls of Re 
(i960) (4750675)1000 BwrartylHNa Cap 
(1964) (9060236) 11^46 Broakout (107S) 
062215® 12Sm Ssx and Om Singie 
GM (1964) (4829144) S20 I WtesUp 
-—j (10*1) (ff119507Q 440 Ctow 


TNT 


SKY BOX OFFICE 


Wiwvha m ow Ll ia rn a la 
anttaprana 0990 S00888. 
cacfl winpIlB per vieMnp 

gy gGKffi CE 1 (Transponder 26) 

m Q *eSMrMan ftpas 

^1 Mte Ckb (W*9 
*”SSC0FRQE 4 (Transponder 58) 

^ Qta OoorUgU {1986) 
SKYMQWBiigr qEBii 

“rite (lew M9830) BMTMIS* 

p«M) inAO C-pOva 

12 joo Miwrarito 
™t* (1996) (74217) Zfiopai Tl» 
p7491) 3J0 Btelo 
SS-WteN UOlgBdy (1006) 
£2®*Ttenow of ttw Brkte BwtB 
U^ (K323) 9j» Tbs Paopte Nte* 
Py {WN (90894) 1030 H» 
iJgyte r Mac fc Bagrond 
P7SZ9M9) 12-iraw 
(9122S1) 1 SS OtmlflBS 
(6343*7) SSO-lta 
« s *te*Ct5bh)(4i3Sll). 

gff Movies SCREBI2 


aoopra North by No rt wat (1050) 
(5433B12® lUOTha Hate* and lhaDawB 
(1B27) (63548675) IJOtel A8 « So* 
(19Sn (45325080) 3.1S The S*«W 
r (19S1) (28691780) BM Oose 


Cw*b (9446637) 1JO Pd Beach Soccer 
(1051076) 230 Rugby Union: European 
Op (1050347)430 Ctase . . 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1200pta WraetfnQ (B111316B) 1JOO Rah 
TV (8119958^ 200 Sicar Laegua CJaasfcs 
230 Vfcrld Motor Sport 
(75607217) 8LSO Sievftral « F*»S 
(28445236) 7M Rah IV (564304720 *-*» 
Rugby Union: European On (56450236) 
IOlDO SpperooulB (5643074^ 11J0 Olym¬ 
pic Stem (36471526) 1130 Oo» 

EUROSPORT _ 

730m Spaacfantd (1S746) 200 CycSng 
(t&656) 1030 Lite «ptne 3Spb {57052) 
1100 axwboarthg (44588) 12JX> Live 
Alpha SMng (83148) 1230pm TrtaWon 
(21120) 200 SWlion (63052) 430 Foctote 
(53323) 530 Ofircod (S7H57) 630 FreerWe 
(2431) TJX) Footote (09897) SJ» Boone 
811 1030 Steno (74168) 11J» 

rtadsm (56781) 1200 Footbel 
) 1230m Oo« 


SKY SPORTS 1 


UK GOLD 



TCC 


*2“7te Prieto li> nso} ctmhmu) 

Master'Stem w-itei B (tsM) 
KBgBMtflOIMtorDas (WO^ (772T7)- 

f°°PP Tte DlktetaH* tteotfBw* 

PW) BbVl U» The Almoet Parted 

Bank Battery {mg poQBI) *30 lb* 


7JXtom Sports Oates (54966) 73 0 Wrea- 
fan (99684) 830 Sports Cartee (6 79^ 
9JW V-Uax p8217) 93fl Aerobics (272S7) 
1080 brinish Primwa Upa ptQS)12A0 

tonXto tB17W) ttJOgnFoolban^^ 

(B37B1) aso SpBfefi PB1WB Uga 
So V-Max (2978) 530 WrvsJteg p851) 
6JOO Sports Centre (3743) 6 30Tate l Bern 
(7323) 7j»Tri» RxX Dafctrf F qolbeB Show 
(40101J 830 Spanten Prtnera Ujpl 
inM Sports Cortre (B34K5) 1030Tartar 
Extra (48830) 1130 The Foot tejets 1 

RxtfJshou pnaa ■ttBOgwgewwe 

fltTLti) Spanish Prtma 

K volte ftdtafera- F«W| 
amir E732B) 330 Spore Cantre (75144) 
430dm 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

7J»m Aerobics ^46441^730^ 
Czrtm 19450217) BOO FCTOBl 

Ram* (EWWZ) eao Feto TV P«6™6) 

«30 -FoDtbaI LaaQUE Retew (72®12g 

1030 WWtf ^00 Sport 00^3^ 
5Spe NHL 


7.00am Buboye. (4101401) 738 Ne&v 
bcura (4064656) 830 Croasroads 

8059665) B3fiE«t&dere (8689830)200 
Tha-Bd {6806688} 830 Howards' Way 
(9100630) IOLOD BIbgs 7tto House 
(1276491) 1030 The Suteans (BBB4472) 
1130 Soon (8830078) 1230 OaasbariG 
(469853Z3) 1275pm Nafahbouc 

(4699B4iq 1235 EaslEndan '{2819120) 
130 ta-Sdnwe and nitatti (401109) 
2.10 2ppH4 CMttan (B374781) 250 
New the Twain (7I83S2B) 330 A Wad 
wBh « (3ai588) 830 Tha 88 (967723^ 
430 Marxamfae and Wbo P8409033) 
536 E*J£ndere (1963383) 830 Bab's Fid 
Houea (5i09®6) 630 bi Skteiero and in 
Haatti (823C043) 730 Dad’s Army 
(1170081) 735 ShHey '(87S7SB8) 230 
2poH4 Qifctrar (6747679) 930 T he B3 
U69038S 030 Spendar (54837®) 10.10 
Ihe Young Owe (10101*9) 1030 Ranch 
and Saoidere ^267052) 1130 Gamed 
Corot (4002101) 1230 Rock Goae to 
Coflege (3155429) 1240am FUN: A Price 
tor Annie (18B3) (7432908) 130 Sptaig 
\nv&, (9237188) 130 Mam Vice 
P07SZ79) 230 Shopping (2385280) 

GRANADA PLUS 


Eddie Murphy, Judge Rainbold and John Aston (Movies Gold, 10pm) 


BjDObm The Bra (8808846) 730 Corona¬ 
tion Sr $215101) 730 FaTdes (8234236) 
830 Blind Date (885826) 930 Wftm 


Than Wats (4790636) 1030 Donahue 
(6223120) 1130 Hart to Hart ( 6210686 ) 
1230 CoranaOon SI (8883876) 1230pm 
Fanriae (2126033) 130,On toe Buses 
(8214472) 130 Please SH (2125304) 230 
He Good Guya (7739694) 330 Dontfua 
(796323® 430 Item Impossbta 
(79C743) 530 Haws RwO (3727149? 
830Fanrias (7083410) 830 Dcronrilon St 
(7074782) 730 Bflnd DaB ^63045^ 830 
Han to Hen (9335061) 930 Coronoton Si 
(7B71255) 930 Hab and Pare (2146897) 
1030H»raiFNfrO £0060694) 1130 Ctoffi 

CARLTON SELECT (cable) 

530pm Gridlock (SQ0354S3) 530 Hey Dad 
D (28439675)630 BtockbustesC2fi43ffiS8) 
630 A Coutoy Practaa (28450168) 730 
Qal Bad* (74635697) 730-Our House 
(28449062) B30 .Deemoncfs (68330205) 
830 The BSg Ckw {B31B05Q2} 930 Shtoe 
On. Kwey Moon (58441588) 1030 Bread 
and Rosas {56444875} 1130 S Elsewhere 
1 12100 Lai the Blood Run Free 
123on Talas of toe Ursa, 
pectod (54812144) 130 Close 

DISNEY CHANNB. 

630*01 Sesame 58eet 730 The Uftj 
Mermeid 730 Quadr Pack 930 Brand 


Spanking New Doug 930 Mgritmara Ned 
930 Gargoyles 1030 Recess 1816 
PBpper Are 1030 Smart Guy' 1130 Boy 

Ueeto World 1130 Brotherly Lon 1230 

The Wander Vaas 1230pm Home hv 
prawmert 130 Rlifc Ctadweb 230 
Winnie toe Pooh 235 toapackx Sadprt 
Sobs CMsbtbs 3.13 Troon and Purrt»o 
330 Recess 335 Gagoytes 4.15 Recess 
630 Brand Spanking New Ocug 530 
Srnwt Guy 530 Sfcdent Bodes 630 Boy 
Meets World 630 Home topwamara 730 
Honey. I Shrunk the Kids830RLM: Three 
Map red ■ Baby 935 Dtoosaus 

FOX WPS NETWORK 

830ms Deify and Ms Friends630 B9y the 
CM 730 Finoccw. 730 Powa Rangora 
BzoBJOBg Bad P ae ri abci gr 830Mastoid 
Fftiar930 Aee Venue 930 Casper 1030 
The Tdi W30 InemdUe Hufc 1130 
ftaesu of Men Oatectori 1130 Phartem 
204(i 1230Sweet VsleyH^i 1230pm Life 
vrih LouIb 130 Iha Mouse and Iha Mcrmcr 
130 C Bear and Jarred 200 Edd 
ShsaoarBB230 Fewer Rangen Zeo 330 
Bg Sad B eedabag s 330 Masked Rider 
430 Aee Uarten 430 Casper 530 TTw 
Tick 830 X-Men 930 Sptoteman 630 
Swaar VUey 730 Qo» 


630am Happdy Ever Alter 630 Bobbys- 
Wortd 730 Spdrou 730 Oernis the Menace 
830 Batman 830 Batman 930 Earthworm 
3m 830 Romuald too Reindeer 945 
Rorruaid toe Reindeer 1030 Cfccw'a 
Orchestra 1030 Rasfi Gordon 1130 
tznogoud 1130 GJgartx 1200 Spkcu 
1230pm Some 130 Batman 130 AJs 
Time TraveUars 230 tznogoud 230 Flash 
Garden 330 Some 330 Earthworm 3m 
430 Dennis the Menace 430 Bmn 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Al your favourite cannons broadcast horn 
530am to 930pm. seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am Doug 630 Dous 7.00 Doug 730 
Doug 830 Doug 830 Doug 930 Doug 
930 Doug 1030 Doug 1030 Doug 1130 
Doug 1130 Doug 1230 Doug 1230pm 
Doug 130 The Seats World of Aim Mack 
130 Ctarissa Exptams 0 AJ 230 The 
Admrauras ol PW» and Pe» 230 Kabtaml 
330 Baly Kppefs POV 330 Capfed 
OlDera 430 Jtenanj 430 ftjgmrs 530 
Sstar Sister 530 Kenan and Kd 630 
Sabrina toe Teenage Writ 630 Moesha 


TROUBLE 


1200pm Swan's Crocong 1230 Ready or 
No) 130 Uattecn 130 CaHorrsa Dteams 
230 Saved by tt» Bel 230 Sot's 
Crossing3309-2-5330Reedy or Nor 430 
Saved by the Bel 430 USA Hgh 530 
Hangtma 530 CaMotrm Dresrns 630IX 
So 630 l&rtson 730 Wartime 730 LEA 
830 Cloee 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Cross MAs 530 Move on Up 630 
Famfy Fortunes 530 Cntohptrasc 7.15 
The $64,000 Queebcn 830 Spfe Sacond 
&30 Kareoka ChatongB 215 Wrtnsr Tatec 
AB 1030 Traasura hkmr 11.15 Karaoke 
Challenge 1100 Say toe Wtad 1230am 
Hart to Hart 130 Moonfeghting 230 FILM: 
The Utta Mrich CM 430 ASene W«d 
Door 530 Soeerahop 

BRAVO _ 

630pm The A-Teem (4647743) 9.00 Tcxr 
cf Duty (466re07) 1030 Rad Shoe Dbnaa 
(68111459 1030 kafan Sopptoo House- 
wiws (1756043) 1045 RL1L Itaxhoun 
Overdrive (964143$ 1235am Tour of 
Duty (1060988) 135 Red Shoe Danes 


(5211231) 215 liaSan Stnppng Hcxeb- 
wwt (£0787095) 230 FlUft Dark Braad 
(2603613) 430 F®n#y Dog (6182219) 5.00 
Stanky and Hutch (4264521) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Grace Under Fra (9052) 730 
Ftosaanne (1149) B30 Elen (5472) 830 
Cyb6 (4507) 930 Cteera 1173SQ 030Taxi 
(83491) 1030 Frasier (60053 1030 The 
Kerry Everett Sim (46472) 1130 Festival 
ol Fun (12830) 1130 Elen (B143S1 1230 
Roseanne (B57B6) 1230am Nghlstend 
(79637) 130 Soap 135453) 130 Ta» 
(41502) 230 Festival at Fun (65417) 230 
Grace Under Rre (62434) 330 Frasier 
(22989) 830 The Kenny Everan Show 
(73786) 430 Ctosa 

THE Sa-n CHANNEL 

830pm SgTOngs (3779762) 930 Dark 
sues (37W528) 1030 Scnnce ot Star Trek 
(3769385) 1130 Friday the 13th (60815017) 
1230 Sghtags (4237796) 130am TwU^t 
Zbne (3360569) 130 Teles ol toe Unmpect- 
ed (31712791 £30 Dari Shadows 
(7286250) 230 New Htthccck (7272057) 
330 Fnday toe 13to (9071389) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am At Home lor toe Hdfctayc 930 
Gardeners' Diary 1030 Naw Yankee 
Workshop1030Juia Ctrid 1130 Craitmse 
1130 Graham Kerr 1230 Naw Yankee 
Mtarishop 1230pm Christmas Cens u r in g 
Pwstons 130 Crafate 130 Yan Can 
Cook 230 Gardeners' Diary 230 The 
Panted Hon330New Yankee Workshop 
£30 New Yankee Wcrtohop 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Bush Tucker Man (3654365) 430 
Fugtotoe (36B3B87) 530 Anoara Warriors 
(8801255) 530 Beyond 2000 (3674349) 
630 Iha Harem ol an Etaoptan Baboon 
(9125507) 730 Mystenous Work} 

(8881491) 730 Disaster (3684S2G] 030 
Discover Uapasna (4650217) 930 Regfag 
Planer (4663781) 1030 Koto's Story 
(*673169) 1130 To* Ship (8813325) 1230 
Lotus Bee —Project MM1 (3766873) 
130ret Disaster (7732958) 130 BeycnJ 
2000 (9642415) 230 Ctes 
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm Santa—Rhythms of Lite 
(2807507) 730Tango! (2Z5967S) 830The 
Voices a t Doo-Wop (281S55) 630 Blues 
hl^iway (28B57B2) 930 Ktazmte — FttSw 


on toe Roof (85327B1) 1030 AccoRttcn — 
Second tWnd (8542188) 1130 Scorch lor 
toe Btsnfiri (5S66583) 12.00 Slailn's Arctic 
Maste Pten (2W4366) 130am Ctosa 

TRAVEL (cable) _ 

1230pm Best ol Travel Uve 130 Ridge 
Fibers 130 Cities at toe Wbrld 230 Travel 
Train 230 Flavours ot France 3.00 Railway 
Artwntutes Across Europe 330 Caribbean 
Diary 430 Stow Satan 430 Beyond 
Borders 530 Around Brian 530 On Tour 
630 Aspetas ci Lite 630 tanooeni Abroad 
730 Travel Live B30 Rate World 830 Snow 
Satan 830 Destraaons 1030 Greg's 
VWorid 1030On toe Horizon 1130 Amabng 
Races 1130 Flights Oust Spain 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Aktroma (9424746) 530 041 War 
Journal (26768781 830 Ancient Mysteries 
(72882551 730 BoQraphy; Mary ot Naza¬ 
reth (2341743) 830 Close 

CARLTON FOOD (cable) 

1230pm Food Network DaSy 1230 Afara 
and Coohng 130 Food tor Though! 130 
Twelve Chets ot Christmas 230 Chef tor a 
Day 230 Food Network Daly 330 Tfe 
Green Gourmet 330 Graham Karr's Kiltto- 
an 4J» For Batter, tor Worse 430 Wes 
Country Christmas 830 Ctoso 

LIVING _ 

B30am Try Luring930Lesley's Christmas 
Countdcwm 930 Gordon BBoO IOlIO Jerry 
Spregsr 1130 Young and the Rastera 
1139 Bmctode T2^5pm Emmy's 130 
Cheap Chic 130 Ready, Steady, Cook 23S 

Hart to Hart 330 CotJd It Be a Mirada 4 4.10 

Jerry Sponger 830 Rotonda 530 Ovap 
Chic 830 Reedy. Steady. Coe* 730 
Rescue S11 730 Mysteries. Magic and 
Mfcades 830 Jerry Springer 930 FlLJfc 
Bltad Witness 1130 Sec Zona 

ZEE TV _ 

S30mn Poxuku Paatu 730 Jaagran 730 
Busmss 830 Business News 8.15 Music 

830Aaltu 930 Raremi 930 Heattt Show 
1030 Pamanai 1130 Shahi Dawat 1130 
Bate Ben Jaye 1230 SaMeeb 1230pm 
Deraar 130 F11M 430 Outz Contest 430 
On a Hal Tncfc 530 Amar Kathayen khq 
N aya A-Z 830 Hun Pasnch 630 Pop 
Busters 730 Asp Ki Famtash 730 Chalo 
CtoetTB 830 News 830 Daraar 930 Hun 
Aap Ks Hten Wtei 930 l«e Pe IMca 1030 
Tara 1130 Sa Re Gs Ma 1230 Ctoae 
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RACING 33 

Age no barrier 
to glory 
for Bradley 



AMERICAN FOOTBALL 38 

Sanders runs 
into the 
record books 



TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 1997 


Tottenham recruit former favourite in attempt to ease worries about relegation 


Kl insma nn reclaims his Spurs 


MAYES 


YOU cannot pul a price on 

confidence or sf3r quality, but 

ar £175.000. the superficial 
amount it took to lure Jurgen 
Klinsmann so spectacularly 
back to the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership yesterday. Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur appear to have 
secured the bargain of a 
lifetime. 

A week ago, the only reason 
fur IPO supporters to have 
sniftered at the gates of White 
Hart Lane was to start a 
result. Yesterday lunchtime 
ihe> sang, danced and ca¬ 
vorted as the German forward 
swept in and our. dallying for 
just a couple of hours to sign a 
six-month contract. Third 
from bottom? Who cares? 
Jurgen's back. 

ft is safe to assume the 
celebrations were equally ec¬ 
static at the club's Chigwell 
training ground, where the 
players' know first-hand what 
Klinsmann is capable of, from 



the 199*45 season when he 
achieved the ultimate in Eng¬ 
lish football of winning re¬ 
spect even from opposing 
supporters. 

With the former Sampdoria 
forward hoping to make a 
tumultuous debut against 
.Arsenal at White Hart Lane 
on Sunday, possibly as cap¬ 
tain. the strength of that 
affection will quickly be put to 
its ultimate test. 

If he docs play, it will be in 
the No 33 shirt (shared by his 
fav> turtle basketball player. 
Scotrie Pippen of the Chicago 
Bulls) and it was a prominent 
figure yesterday, being both 
Klinsmann's aseand approxi¬ 
mately the number of pounds 
— multiplied by a thousand, of 
course — that he will earn 
each week as the club’s high¬ 
est-paid player. 

it is a salary, boosted by 
hefty bonuses for helping to 
keep Spurs in the FYemier- 


Bv Matt Dickinson 

ship, that puts him in the top 
bracket of rhe Premiership's 
illustrious names, higher than 
anyone at Manchester United, 
where Roy Keane sits on top of 
the pile, but less than Alan 

Shearer, the England captain. 

No one at Spurs will be¬ 
grudge it. though, if he repeats 
the achievements of his previ¬ 
ous visit when he scored 29 
goals, missed just one Pre¬ 
miership game, and won rhe 
Footballer of the Year award 
for services to charm as well as 
football following his arrival 
from AS Monaco. 

That also was a rime when 
the club were undergoing 
managerial upheaval, with 
Gerry Francis succeeding 
Osvaldo Ardiles in mid-cam¬ 
paign. Francis passed on a 
dispirited side fo Christian 
Gross a month ago. and while 
the Swiss coach stressed that it 
is goals he principally wants 
from Klinsmann, he will know 
rhar the injection of enthusi¬ 
asm will be equally vital, just 
as it proved three years ago. in 
lifting Spurs front relegation 
Trouble. 

There are many, though, 
who will believe Tottenham's 
money' might have been bet- 
rer-speni on a world-class 
defender or central midfield 
player, for all of the German's 
■wonderful gifts. 

Klinsmann, radiant as ever 
although sparing rhe jokes 
this rime around, believes he 
can meet rhe daunting expec¬ 
tations. “1 am captain of the 
German national team so 1 
don’t have any problem with 
pressure in football." he said. 

“1 have kept in very close 
touch with what is going on at 
Spurs ever since I left, because 
this is where I felt most at 
home. If 1 ever considered 
coming back to England, it 
could never be to any other 
dub than Spurs because of the 
fans and the whole environ¬ 
ment. The team is good 
enough to save itself, but 1 can 
give mem a hand." 

Klinsmann, who won the 
Uefa Cup and Bundesliga in 
his two years at Bayern Mu¬ 
nich following his move from 
Spurs, has been restricted at 
Sampdoria to just eight Serie 
A games and wo goals by an 
ankle injury. A row with 
Vujariin Beskov, the dub’s 
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ACROSS 

27 

Ritually unclean (5) 

I 

Panhandler |n) 

2b 

Courage, character IM 

4 

Stunted person 15) 



S 

SHkv fibre: Mill river (G L7- 

DOWN 


ioi\ 

! 

.Vs apprentice sailor (6.3.4) 

Q 

Abstain: chorus (7) 

2 

Rock band follower (7) 

10 

bum project (1,1.IL one un¬ 

3 

Weapon store (7) 


able lo fly |3) 

4 

Postpone 15) 

Ii 

To mature IS) 

5 

Wirh speed, strength (once) 

12 

t'nusual. foreign <7| 


i>) 

14 

Boy chorister (f«) 

6 

Joyce "dream" novel (9.4) 

16 

A Baltic state (6J 

7 

Squash: infatuation (5| 

20 

Tai-sage from work (7) 

13 

To. at the 19 (ntiur.) (3) 

23 

Ponds: foot ha II gambling 

15 

Parting word: a run (3) 


1=1 

17 

Moilifr- (7) 

24 

Sheep: sounds like 3 pro¬ 

IS 

Forcible (7) 


noun 13) 

19 

Srria relentless (5) 

25 

(Rippedj apart f7) 

21 

Very little bread, oimfun (5) 

26 

Show ring t5) 

22 

Wireless (5) 


SOLUTION TO NO 12X3 

ACROSS: I Bvpass 4 Amos 9 Squib 10 Reactor 

11 Lobelia 12Undid ^Credibility 17 Polly 19Jackpot 

22 Officer 23 Bucks 24 Yo-yo 25 Faulty 

DOWN: 1 Basil 2 Plumber 3 Sibyl 5 Muted 6 Stride 

7 Trial by Jury S Manual 14 Dry ice 15 Topical 

16 spooky l’SLnfty 20 Cobra 21 Testy 


THEsS^TIMES BOOKSHOP 


EW TIMES CROSSWORD TITLES NOW'AVAILABLE! 



Klinsmann shows his delight at being back in the White Hart Lane fold and hopes to play just as important a role in his second spell 


Serbian coach, proved the 
final straw and allowed Alan 
Sugar, the Tottenham chair¬ 
man. to pull off his stunning 
coup. 

On a day of surprises, 
perhaps the biggest was hear¬ 
ing Sugar awn up to naivety in 
the way he publicly fell out 
with Klinsmann in the sum¬ 
mer of1995, when the German 
exercised an opt-out clause in 
his two-year contract after 12 
months and moved to Bayern 
for £200.000. Presented with 
one of the striker's shirts then. 
Sugar said he would not even 
wash his car with it. 

“That may have teen the 
situation two or three years 
ago." he said yesterday, “but it 
is all water under the bridge. I 
was naive and that is m_v 
problem. Do you have to keep 
eating bumble pie?" 

Sugar preferred to dwell on 
the glorious memories he 


hopes Klinsmann can revive, 
although at 33 it may be 
asking a lot to expect a similar 
goalscoring return, even 
though he is still regarded 
highly enough to spearhead 
the German national team. 

“I remember his first game 
at Sheffield Wednesday when 
he started to light up die dub. 
in faa the whole Premier¬ 
ship." Sugar said. “He got 
smashed in the face and had io 


be carried off on a stretcher to 
have his mouth stitched up. 
That was his welcome to 
English football, but he came 
back to play against Everton 
the following Wednesday and 
scored a great scissor-kick 
goal. It was that spirit we sill 
admired very much. . 

“People go on about coming 
over here for the money but I 
know it is because he enjoys it. 
He told me how much he likes 




1364c Bam July 30 


CLUB RECORD 

1381c Senior debut tor Stuttgart 
Kickers 

,1384: Transfers to VtB Stuttgart 
1 389: Anns tnSanvJZtonale in Italy 
:1992: Joins AS Monaco 
! 1994: Signs for Tottenham for £2«n - 
1995: Leaves Tottenham tor Bayern' 
Munich - 

1997: Jo.ns Sampdoria in Sene A . 
Returns to White Hart Lane - 


INTERNATIONAL RECORD 

1387: Makes debut for West Germany 
. m 1-1 draw against Brazil 
iaaOiWms World Cup winner’s medal 
Ar?n Italy. Germany beating 
. *•— Argentina Id 
1992: is not first-choice at start of 
- European Championship finats 

Iri Sweden but recewes reprieve 

' “ when Rudi Vo Iter is injured. 

Germany lose hi final id Denmark 
' 1&9& Captains Germany against Spain 
1998: leads Germa ny in successful 
"* £wo96 campaign _ 


being able to walk around 
Hampstead without being 
hassled, something he could 
never do in Milan.” 

Amid the scrum surround¬ 
ing Klinsmann, who claimed 
he had no coaching ambitions 
for at least 2 few years, it was 
almost as an afterthought that 
Sugar confirmed that David 
Pleat will be joining as direc¬ 
tor of football on January 15. 

Pleat wfll be in charge of the 
youth and scouting set-up and 
also involved in negotiations 
over players’ contracts, al¬ 
though Sugar was anxious to 
stress yesterday that Gross 
will have the final say on who 
is bought and sold. If every¬ 
thing goes to plan, presum¬ 
ably all three will be united in 
trying to persuade Klinsmann 
to extend his contract come the 
spring. 

Pleat admitted that he was 
flattered to have the chance to 


return to White Hart Lane so 
soon after being dismissed by 
Sheffield Wednesday. “HI 
shall be focused." he said. “I 
know what the challenge em¬ 
braces. irs quite:a heavy-one. 
plenty of areas with Jkiueiop- 
ment haw to be looked at and 
l hope it goes very well.” 

Pleat Spurs manager from 
I9S6-87, said his role was to 
. deal with “the longer-term 
strategy rather than toe short 
term." He welcomed the re¬ 
turn of Klinsmann. "I’m 
delighted because obviously 
when he was here before he 
galvanised the team and 
raised the expectancy level of 
the supporters." 


‘It is all 
water 
under the 
bridge’ 

By Russell Kempson 

Sugar mi Klinsmann’s 

ajrrvaL July 1994 
“WeVe fold him what we 
have got to do and we are 
delighted he has chosen 
our club to try to win 
something next year and 
toe year after." 

' Klins mann on his arrival, 
August 1994 
“Money; is only a 
motivation up to a certain 
point T came to 
Tottenham because 1 want to 
win something. Alan said 
he wanted to win the 
championship---that is • 

why 1 came.” 

Sugar on Klinsmann's 
departure. May 1995 
“I believed we had got him 
for at least another year. 
When I signed him, I" 
looked in the whites of his 
eyes and genuinely felt we 
had an agreement for two 
years." 

August 1995: "There are 
two Jurgen Klinsmanns. The 
one who flashes those 
gleaming teeth for the 
cameras, that lovely smile, 
that butter wouldn’t melt in 
the mouth. But in private, 
there’s a hard-nosed 
businessman who knows . 
what he wants." 

Klinsmann on Sugar. 
August 95 

“He only ever talks about 
money, he never talks about 
toe game. I would say 
there is a big question mark 
over whether his heart is 
in the dub and in football. 
What does he like more, 
toe business or toe football?" - 

Sugar on Klinsmann’s 
return 

"I think we had better 
push everything in the past 
behind us. If is all water, 
under toe bridge now. It was 
all down to my naivety at 

toe time_I was wrong but 

I can’t keep continually . 
eating humble pie." 
Klinsmann on his return 
"Alan asked me if there 
was a chance of helping them 
. out L had to think about it 
for a couple of days — it was 
really quick —and then 1 
said: ‘OK, let’s do it’ I had a 
fantastic year toe season 1 
was here and was very, very 
comfortable because 
people made ft very 
comfortable for me." 


Conquering hero’s return brings 
good cheer to White Hart Lane 


r ... ifi.? i. 7 . LIU* Tile timer. Tu* :5»v S' CnjK. 

!u: T.rr.c 1 . Hrfc : r- jniLibk I r - T.rrt-t reirien f .-.-.ju.l 7-1 

>* wM* wirp'iL*. u'-i '.".Hi UuTj’W.E«*.-n--t* ,, . .. 

r\ -r-Y.K,-Js -m dni, aJv» fec.-Jo-.i? > <r*r u. ^.ir}. .u'ttC 

i ‘i linoferd «\k.r: 'f It ftsrtbrr desj:!' 

! nuVx njijtm la New-. BunU-Cw»«*k jM wl K T:-.. tip-, 
o TTJ'1tH'-cr. ir tr-HJs.-.and s-jV--'* r.aa-ibi’.s 


A t White Hart Lane yes¬ 
terday. .-Man Sugar. 
Tottenham Hotspur's 
combative chairman, was r.o 
longer speaking scornfully 
about “Carlos Kicfcaba'Is". He 
said That the newiy-returned 
Jurgen Klinsmann, wfcu sa: 
amiably beside him. 3 rd he. 
■.'■•ere- friends again: indeed, 
had been friends for a* i«a«: 
the past couple of years. W:± 
touching, if unexpected, hu¬ 
mility. Sugar admitted that he 
"may have been a bit raise to 
those days, in respect rc foot¬ 
ball contracts, rut that w a* my 
problem, no: anybody cixA'. 

Sugar, naive? 1: seemed the 
equivalent of John D Kcc ; :-> 

feller professing socialism, bu: 

this is Christmas-time and 
such endearing admissions 
must surely be applauded. 

When Klinsmann ieft 
Spurs. after one superb sea¬ 
son. Sugar was outraged The 
implication was rha: Klins¬ 
mann hud no rich: ro have 
done what he did. in the even:, 
u clause in his contract permit¬ 
ted him to do it without ie: cr 
hindrance. 

Suddeniy. here he is again. 
hts return to Italy. with 
Sampdoria. haring tested only 
a few months. Why did hr 
want to leave fawn* He made 
no bones about it. lujadLt 
Buskov, The elderly Yugoslav 
manager, had promised him 
that he would be one of three 
strikers in their recent match 
against Iniernazfo’iyle. 

Tne previous evening. 
Boskov went on television to 
announce that he would start 
with only two strikers and that 
Klinsmann would come on ar 


Brian Glanville sees the Germany striker 
sign on for another short but welcome stay 


half-time "This was. for me. a 
very negative situation." 
Klinsmann said. “1 went up to 
him and told him ir was not 
rhe way things should be 
working between us.” 

Enrico Mantovani. the 
Sampdoria president, was 
sympathetic Klinsmann was 
flowed to join Spurs again for 
a mere £175,000. His reception 
was ‘hat of a returning hero: 
scores of young fans milling 
uround the stadium gates: 
banerics of cameras in the Bill 
’richolson suite: jungles of 
television impedimenta. . 

If Klinsmann’s previous 
duo. Bayern Munich. • had 
been as accommodating as the 
Italians. Gerry Francis, the 
former Spurs manager, might 


still be in charge. Francis said 
yesterday that he had spoken 
to Klinsmann several times 
and tried to re-sign him last 
season, but toe German dub 
vetoed toe idea. 

Christian Gross, Francis’s 
successor, seems to have 
played a crucial part in toe 
eventual signing. He even 
talked to Klinsmann before he 
aocepted the job at Tottenham. 
If is believed that Klinsmann 
may have left Tottenham ini¬ 
tially not only because he 
wanted to win honours, but 
also because he suspected that 
the Spurs team were going 
into freefall. The Swiss coach 
appears to have succeeded in 
reassuring him where Francis 
had failed. 
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Sugar, left had to eat humble pie on Klinsmann’s return 


How long wili Klinsmann 
stay at Tottenham this time? 
His contract lasts only until 
toe end of the season, when he 
expects to captain Germany in 
the World Cup. He will proba¬ 
bly make up his mind, he said, 
in the spring. “I’m not getting 
young, cither. We will see 
what happens," he said. Berti 
Vogts, the Germany manager, 
is happy with his choice. 

Why, then, did Klinsmann 
leave Spurs for Bayern Mu¬ 
nich as he did? “ I went home to 
Germany because I wanted to 
play for titles." he said. "I went 
bade to Germany and I won 
the titles. I had some problems 
with toe dub. with the coach. 
My problem was I always 
compared it. feeling-wise, to 
what happened at Tottenham. 

“If 1 ever came back to 
England, I couldn't possibly 
have considered going back to 
any other dub, because of how 
the fans treated me here, ii was 
impossible, even if it was one 
of the big teams in the coun¬ 
ty.” He was optimistic he 
said, about Tottenham’s im¬ 
mediate future, especially if 
further injuries could be 
avoided: "The team doesn't 
deserve to be down there." 

Nor was Klinsmann wor¬ 
ried that so much would be 
expected of him. T don't see a 
dnager. I’m used to toe pres¬ 
sure. I'm used to the expecta¬ 
tion." he said. "I don’t 
compare myself to the one 
year 1 had with Spurs, I just go 
from game to game." 

Sugar, Spurs and Klins¬ 
mann. Who says there is no 
sentiment in football? God 
bless us aR. says Tiny Tim. 
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